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by Ben Evans & 
Teddie Phillipson-Mower

For the third year, the annual Bluegrass 
Bioneers Conference comes to the 
University of Louisville campus. It will be 
held October 21, 22, and 23 (Friday-Sunday) 
in coordination with the UofL Sustainability 
Council, Bluegrass Community and 
Technical College, Bellarmine University 
and the University of Kentucky.

The Bluegrass Bioneers is the local 
component of the National Bioneers Con-
ference, the country’s leading sustainability 
conference, which is celebrating its 22nd 
year. As explained on the Bioneers website, 
founder, Kenny Ausubel, coined the term 
to describe an emerging culture of social 
and scientific innovators who observe and 
mimic nature to serve human ends while 
enriching the web of life.  

Bioneers has two keystone goals to 
support this shift in thinking: connecting 
people with solutions by popularizing break-
through ideas and practices; and growing 
social capital by catalyzing, connecting and 
strengthening strategic networks, including 
bioregional and community-based alliances.

The innovations and vibrant person-
alities found in the Bluegrass and around 
Louisville make the region perfectly situated 
to inspire and support sustainable ways of 
living with the Earth, meeting economic, 

Bluegrass Bioneers reveal solutions 
for people and our planet

social and environmental needs. All people 
are encouraged to attend, learn, share and 
build lasting relationships that meet their 
goals, strengthen our community, and de-
crease our collective impact on the Earth.

National Presentations
This year’s national plenary speakers 

include social change icon Gloria Steinem, 
leading visionary “myco-technologist” Paul 
Stamets, renewable energy and efficiency 
legend Amory Lovins, Google Earth’s Re-
becca Moore, and explorer and environmen-
tal advocate Phillipe Cousteau. Those and 
ten other ground-breaking presentations will 
be recorded at the 2011 National Bioneers 
event and shown at the Bluegrass Bioneers 
as an official Beaming Bioneers partner.

Local Presentations
The local program includes interactive 

tabling and demonstrations that showcase 
environmental and sustainability organiza-
tions and entrepreneurs from the local area, 
featuring every topic from biodiesel and 
mushrooms to urban homesteading and 
eco-literature.  

This year the conference will feature 
a Mini-Peace and Global Citizenship Fair 
sponsored by the Bluegrass Community 
and Technical College. There will also 
be re-skilling workshops and demonstra-
tions that focus on the skills and thinking 
necessary to transition to a post fossil-fuel-
dependent world.  

Food options include a potluck spon-
sored by EarthSave Louisville, a soup smor-
gasbord from Ian Ritchie of SoupByCycle, 
and a Local Iron Chef Contest/Dinner spon-
sored by Whole Foods. The three-day event 
will also feature music from a variety of local 
artists and a movie night showing several new 
films including Green Fire: Aldo Leopold 
and a Land Ethic for Our Time, sponsored 
by our friends at Wolf Creek National Fish 
Hatchery and the just-finished feature film 
YERT: Your Environmental Road Trip, with 
a live filmmaker Q&A.

Keynotes for this year’s Bluegrass 
Bioneers event include Dr. Robert 

Bluegrass Bioneer co-founder 
Ben Evans

(continued on page 7)

Putting single 
payer health 
care on the 
nation’s agenda
by Kay Tillow

Hope is alive and well for placing 
national single payer health care on our 
nation’s agenda.  On August 10, 2011, the 
St. Louis Post Dispatch editorial board 
published its opinion on solving both the 
debt and the health care crises—adopt a 
single payer system.  

Kay Tillow

(continued on page 7)

by Ike Thacker
“Another Community Is Possible: Heal, 

Restore, Transform.”  With these words in 
2002, the Louisville Coalition for The 
People’s Agenda boldly announced itself in 
the days just before the city-county merger 
took effect.  On August 24 of that year at 
Quinn Chapel AME Church, an historic 
conference of more than 100 individuals 
from over 50 organizations worked together 
and developed The People’s Agenda.  Since 
then, especially in the months and years 
immediately following, the Coalition has 
continued to work on refining the document 
and making plans for its implementation. On 
November 14, 2010, a group of individuals 
decided to revive and update The People’s 
Agenda in light of intervening events.

In our twelve meetings since then, we 
have only slightly modified the Coalition’s 
Vision Statement to read: “We, The Coalition 
for The People’s Agenda, look forward to the 
day when our governing bodies represent all 
the people of the community—particularly 
those individuals and groups that have been 
traditionally marginalized and historically 
underserved; when the culture in which we 
live, work, learn and play is socially and 
economically just; and when ALL peoples, 
regardless of age, color, disability, economic 
status, gender, gender identity, sexual orienta-
tion, national origin, or religion are treated 
with equality and fairness.”

The Agenda is now a sort of 
compendium of 31 specific actions 
demanded of the Metro government, 
collected into eight issue groups: Civil and 
Human Rights; Community Governance; 
Criminal Justice System and Citizen 
Protection; Economic Development through 
Community Empowerment; Education 
and Youth Empowerment; Environmental 
Protection, Public Health, and Human 
Services; Housing; and Workers’ Rights.

Coalition fights for a true 
People’s Agenda

Together, these proposed actions 
constitute a true people’s agenda—perhaps 
nowhere more so than in the second group 
of issues, called Community Governance, 
where among other things same-day voter 
registration is called for. The forces of 
racism and classism know well that if all 
of us could vote they wouldn’t stand a 
chance—especially in heavily Democratic 
Louisville and in national elections!  In 
that same section notification of who is 
on the ballot; diversification of boards 
and commissions usually dominated by 
the wealthy and well-connected to include 
youth, people of color, working-class 
whites, and other underrepresented groups; 
and regular public forums at times when 
working people can attend, especially well 
in advance of major expenditures and policy 
changes, are called for.

The other seven groups of actions 
of the People’s Agenda (one of the great 
Anne Braden’s last major projects) 
encompasses a vast part of what many of 
us in the social-justice community have 
been fighting so hard for: from prohibiting 
all kinds of discrimination and hate crimes 
to increasing voter participation; from 
shifting the focus in fighting crime to 
rehabilitation, treatment, restorative justice, 
and economic development, reversing 
wrongful convictions through a Conviction 
Integrity Unit, and implementing a Civilian 
Review Board of police to calling for local 
public ownership of L G & E  and funding 
support of neighborhood organizations 
in all areas of the city and an economic 
development council with representatives 
from all 26 Metro Council districts; 
from encouraging youth leadership and 
supporting youth programs while providing 
those youth with excellent, safe, exciting 
K-12 schooling everywhere in the Metro to 
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FOR’s Mission Statement
The Fellowship of Reconciliation seeks to replace violence, 

war, racism and economic injustice with nonviolence, 
peace and justice. We are an interfaith organization 

committed to active nonviolence as a transforming way of 
life and as a means of radical change. We educate, train, 

build coalitions, and engage in nonviolent and 
compassionate actions locally, nationally, and globally.

by Derek Cressman
In Citizens United v. Federal Elections 

Commission, a narrow five to four 
majority of the U.S. Supreme Court 
directly overturned a 1990 precedent and 
essentially rewrote the First Amendment 
to now permit unlimited spending by 
corporations to influence elections. The 
ruling built upon previous controversial 
decisions that corporations deserved the 
same constitutional protections that people 
do and that unlimited spending on politics 
deserved protection as free speech.  The 
Courts may now extend the logic of Citizens 
United to reverse laws that have stood for 
more than a century prohibiting direct 
corporate contributions to candidates.

Today, a citizens’ movement is erupting 
that calls for a constitutional amendment 
that would restore the constitution to is 
pre-Citizens United status, where the 
Supreme Court had previously upheld bans 
on corporate spending on elections.  The 
primary mechanism for amending the U.S. 
Constitution is for two-thirds of both houses 
of Congress vote to propose an amendment.  
Three quarters of the states must then  ratify 
any constitutional amendment, so it makes 
sense that a campaign to restore the First 
Amendment and  overturn Citizens United 
would begin in the states both as a leverage 
to push Congress and because we ultimately 
need the support of 38 states anyhow.

This movement faces two significant 
challenges:

First, citizens need to feel sufficiently 
empowered that they will be able to pass 
a constitutional amendment in the face of 
opposition from both corporate interests 
and incumbent legislators who stand to 
remain in office by benefiting from corporate 
support.  Given the challenges reformers 
have seen passing contribution limits, public 
financing, and even disclosure laws, this 
prospect seems daunting which can become 
self-fulfilling by dampening willingness 
to work toward a difficult end.  This will 
require breaking down the task into smaller, 
achievable steps and hopefully by taking on 
an inspirational goal we will bring a greater 
level of public activism to this issue than 
we have seen on other approaches.

 Second, reformers need to find a way to 
articulate specific options of how a proposed 
amendment would be worded while leaving 
room for changes that may be necessary from 
both a political and policy perspective.  There 
have been three general types of amendments 

Reviving voter instructions to overturn Citizens United
that have been proposed in the wake of 
Citizens United.  The first approach would 
narrowly reverse the ruling and allow for 
Congress and the states to re-establish bans 
on corporate expenditures (and perhaps 
contributions as well) and essentially leave 
us back where we were in 2009.  A second 
approach would reverse the doctrine of 
corporate personhood that began with another 
controversial Supreme Court ruling in 1886 
(Santa Clara County v. Southern Pacific 
Railroad) and enable limits or bans on 
corporate spending for lobbying, issue ads, 
and in general allow for state regulation of 
all aspects of corporate behavior. 

A third approach would overturn 
Buckley v. Valeo and reverse the doctrine 
that spending unlimited money from 
corporations or individuals to influence 
politics is equivalent to free speech.  Most 
draft amendments simply authorize bans on 
corporate money, but some versions actually 
enact those bans – saving a second step of 
passing authorizing legislation.

We will overcome these challenges by 
reviving a strategy known as constituent 
instructions that played an integral part in the 
founding of the United States and adoption 
of early constitutional amendments. This 
strategy provides for local winnable steps 
and a clearer path to victory.  Equally 
important, this approach provides flexibility 
in terms of amendment language although 
if Common Cause adopts our own preferred 
amendment language we could include that 
as part of the constituent instructions as 
well.  For now, Common Cause chapters 
will advance constituent instructions that 
minimally call for a reversal of Citizens 
United but in some states our chapters 
will support efforts to repeal corporate 
personhood and/or Buckley v. Valeo as 
well.  As we gain experience with which 
approach builds the most public support, 
we may focus our efforts more specifically.

Nearly all of the early American colonies 
used instructions from assemblies of voters 
to order their elected representatives to take 
certain positions. Most of the delegates 
at the first Continental Congress of 1774 
were bound by some form of instructions 
from their respective states.  After 
hostilities broke out with England, states 
responded by instructing their delegates 
to the Continental Congress to declare 
independence.  Constituent instructions 
guided the drafting of the Articles of 
Confederation, the subsequent drafting and 
ratification of the U.S. Constitution, and the 

passage of the Bill of Rights.
 Instructions were not legally binding 

upon representatives and the first Congress 
rejected a provision in what would have 
become the First Amendment to make 
them legally binding primarily because of 
difficulties in enforcing this. For instance, 
members questioned whether or not a 
legislator’s vote would still count if they 
violated their instructions, or whether or not 
they would be subject to immediate recall. 
But despite their non-binding nature, elected 
officials took instructions quite seriously 
and typically resigned from office if they 
felt they could not in good conscience 
carry them out. Two future presidents, John 
Quincy Adams and John Tyler resigned 
from the Senate when their personal views 
conflicted with instructions they received 
from their state legislatures.

Voter instructions were one of the tactics 
used by progressives to pass the 17th Amend-
ment.  Voters in Oregon achieved direct 
election of U.S. Senators in practice in 1908 
by passing a ballot measure that instructed 
the state legislature to appoint to the U.S. 
Senate the candidates who received the 
highest number of votes in a general election. 
Other states began using the Oregon model 
ensuring that more Senators who were, in 
effect, elected based on a popular vote to 
became advocates for the 17th Amendment, 
facilitating its passage in 1913.

In several states, voters also expressed 
their views on prohibition of alcohol using 
the initiative process that contributed to 
passage of the 18th Amendment in 1919 and 
then passage of the 21st Amendment that 
repealed prohibition in 1933. For example, 
in Oregon voters adopted a 1914 measure 
imposing prohibition at the state level while 
in 1932 Oregonians adopted a measure to 
repeal their state’s restrictions on alcohol. 
Both of these Oregon measures were citizen 
initiatives and presumably more powerful 
at sending a message of voter interest for 
national action on this topic than a legislative 
resolution. On this topic, however, voters 

had the option of imposing state level 
prohibition while this is not an option in 
regard to corporate political spending.

Advocates of term limits used the 
initiative process beginning in 1990 to 
impose limits on lengths of service by state 
legislators, but the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
in 1995 that individual states could not limit 
the terms of members of Congress. This 
prompted passage in nine states of “instruct 
and inform” initiatives in 1996 and 1998 
intended to convey voter interest in the 
U.S. Congress proposing a constitutional 
amendment to limit congressional terms. 
One pressure point was a requirement 
to place the phrase “DISREGARDED 
VOTERS INSTRUCTION ON TERM 
LIMITS” next to the name of incumbents 
who had not followed the instructions to 
propose an amendment. Challengers were 
offered the option of signing a pledge in 
support of a term limits constitutional 
amendment with notification to voters of 
whether or not candidates made this pledge.

Challenges to the term limits “instruct 
and inform” measures quickly followed with 
the Arkansas Supreme Court overturning 
that state’s law in 1997 in a decision that the 
U.S. Supreme Court let stand. In 2001, the 
U.S. Supreme Court overturned Missouri’s 
law finding it coercive and unconstitutional 
attempt to regulate the outcome of an 
election beyond the permissible regulation 
of state elections.

There are other methods besides ballot 
notation that could be used to inform voters 
about legislator compliance with instruc-
tions. For instance, Common Cause has 
supported laws in California and Colorado 
that puts notice in official voter’s guides as to 
whether candidates have accepted voluntary 
campaign spending limits. But, given the 
term limits legal history and the fact that a 
constitutional amendment to reverse Citizens 
United will be opposed by the current Court 
majority, it does not seem advisable at this 
time to attempt an “inform” mechanism. 

by Rev. Polk Culpepper
Preachers of all religious persuasions 

are often chastised by members of their 
congregations, sometimes gently, other 
times not so, when they discuss “politics” 
from the pulpit–sometimes referred to as 
the third rail of preaching. If by “politics,” 
church, synagogue and mosque attendees 
mean partisan politics, taking stands in 
favor of one or more political party, I 
sympathize with their complaints. But if 
they mean “politics” as understood by the 
heroes and saints of their traditions, I must 
demur. I say, if preachers are to be faithful 
to a God who cares deeply and passionately 
about people, they must include “politics” 
in their sermons.

As used in the Hebrew and Christian 
bibles and the Koran, politics does not mean 
the partisan kind that so tragically divides 
the United States and other countries, but 
the “polis” as the people, all the people, not 
just those holding political office. 

At the same time, the Hebrew, Christian 
and Muslim scriptures are clear that God 
takes sides–with the poor, the weak, the 
ostracized and discriminated and against 
the wealthy who will not share, the strong 
who will not offer help, and the insiders 
who refuse to include those “beneath” them.  
This has nothing to do with partisan politics. 
God is neither a liberal nor conservative, a 

Politics, religion, and 
public debt

Republican nor a Democrat. 
All of which is included as introduction 

to this comment on the national debates 
about the deficit and budget: disagreements 
about such matters are natural and helpful, 
but as a Christian I must look beyond the 
positions held by partisan political parties 
and be guided by what I see as the moral 
measure of the debates--how the poorest and 
most vulnerable are treated. As a Christian, 
I don’t have the luxury of first asking what 
the political party to which I belong says 
about the issues. My primary allegiance is 
not to the Republican or Democratic Party 
or the Tea Party movement but to the God 
of Moses and Jesus Christ. As such, my 
first inquiry must always be how national 
financial decisions would affect the power-
less and oppressed and “the least of these” 
(Matthew 25:45) with whom Moses stood 
and for whom Jesus advocated. Is it not, 
therefore, incumbent upon those of us who 
say we speak for Moses, Jesus, and Moham-
med to stand with and advocate for them 
as well. Are we not obligated to lobby for 
those without lobbies, speak for those who 
cannot be heard, and insist that programs 
that serve the most vulnerable in our nation 
and around the world be protected?  

The Rev. Polk Culpepper is an Episcopal 
priest currently serving Christ Church in 
Madison, IN. plok@insightbb.com

(continued on page 6)



October 2011 Page 3

also with the people around us, with whom 
we hope to accomplish God’s purpose.

Rev. Kenneth L. Gibb, a speaker and 
writer from the Church of the Brethern, sees 
prayer as a conversation with God. He writes, 
“The essential thing is to want to pray. I think 
that is what God wants from us--a desire to 
pray, converse, and connect. God may not 
give all that we want but God will give us all 
that we need. We are good at telling God our 
worries and concerns. But, we forget that we 
can also ask, ‘How are you doing?’ Sounds 
a little strange, yet we know that there are 
things that break God’s heart--to see a beau-
tiful world polluted or to see children suffer 
from malnutrition and disease. When you are 
hurting, God is hurting. God shares our joys 
and happiness too.”

More than 50 years ago, Henry Nelson 
Wieman expressed similar ideas in philosophi-
cal terms. Wieman was a “process” theologian 
at the University of Chicago. He wrote, “The 
act of prayer, when it is genuine, puts us under 
the control of that Creativity which makes 
us more sensitive and responsive to those 
around us and they reciprocally become more 
responsive to our interests.

This deepening and widening of 
community wherein we are more responsive 
to one another is what answers prayers.” 
Wieman saw Creativity as the creative process 
of God that is everywhere in the universe and 
operating in people and groups of people. 
Prayer is our effort to consciously cooperate 
with that creative process.

Wieman’s confident conclusion startled 
many of his students, colleagues, and readers 
of his numerous books. He said often that he 
was certain all genuine prayers are answered. 
As he wrote, “The understanding of prayer is 
the understanding of its answer, for prayer is 
meaningless unless it is answered.”

by Carla Wallace
In the wake of the election of the 

country’s first black president, overt 
expressions of racism have escalated to the 
level of acceptable public “debate,” and 
membership in racial hate groups is rising. 
So much for the age of colorblindness. 

For those white people willing to discuss 
racism, it is about prejudice on the individual 
level. The most overt expressions of bigotry 
are what get our attention. As critical as it 
is for those of us who are white to unlearn 
racial prejudice, if we stop there, we fail in 
our responsibility to help end the devastating 
institutionalized denial of justice for people 
of color. Without challenging the historically 
embedded structural “glue” of racism that 
undergirds an oppressive society and keeps 
those who must join together apart, our hard 

work to end poverty, environmental destruc-
tion, homophobia, women’s inequality, war 
and other oppressions will fail.

Civil rights advocate and litigator 
Michelle Alexander’s book, The New 
Jim Crow, should be mandatory reading, 
especially for those of us who care about 
transforming this country. Subtitled Mass 
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness, 
Alexander shines a vivid spotlight on 
the contradictions between our so-called 
democracy, and the reality of a nation 
that incarcerates, and then systematically 
denies life defining rights to its black and 
brown people.  

While the nation’s old Jim Crow, and 
its system of legalized discrimination was 
ended by the massive resistance of the civil 
rights movement, Alexander argues, “We 
have not ended racial caste in America; we 

Anne Braden Memorial lecturer takes on 
“The New Jim Crow”

have merely redesigned it.” Legalized racial 
discrimination, in employment, housing, 
education, public benefits, voting rights and 
jury duty is now based on having been in 
prison: the new Jim Crow.  

In what should be one of the most illu-
minating and transformative conversations 
in Louisville in many years, on November 
10 Michelle Alexander will give the Anne 
Braden Institute’s Anne Braden Memorial 
Lecture. I urge you to make this a firm date 
in your calendar and an evening in which 
you invite others to join you. Stop by Carmi-
chael’s to get Alexander’s groundbreaking 
and courageous book (as well as to support 
a local business), read it, and bring it to the 
event for her to sign.

Alexander, an associate professor with 
the Kirwan Institute at the Moritz College of 
Law of the Ohio State University, dissects 

the US legal system, exposing how the War 
on Drugs, initiated under Ronald Reagan 
in 1982, and carried forward by every 
administration since, has brought back the 
systematic denial of civil rights to people 
based on color. She shows how and why 
the US prison population has soared from 
300,000 to 2 million in the years since, 
giving the US the highest incarceration 
rate in the world.  

While being poor in America makes one 
more likely to be imprisoned, black and brown 
people make up a strikingly disproportionate 
number of those incarcerated. In some states 
black men are put in prison at a rate of 20 to 
50 times greater than white men. Counter to 
popular mythology, the rate of incarceration 
has nothing to do with crime rates, and 
black people are not imprisoned in greater 
numbers and for longer sentences because 

of more, or more dangerous drug use. 
Rather, what accounts for the sky-

rocketing prison numbers is an intentional, 
politically motivated, media-supported, 
and white-silence-dependent system. Key 
to the mass incarceration strategy, was the 
creation, by politicians and policy makers, 
of the idea that black neighborhoods are 
infested with drugs, and that black men 
(and women) use and deal drugs in larger 
numbers than white people. Landing in the 
fertile territory of unaddressed racist atti-
tudes, large numbers of whites bought these 
images and the media went wild helping to 
perpetuate and grow them.   

In a particularly hair-raising chapter 
in her book, Alexander shows how the War 
on Drugs was made top priority in police 
departments across the country through the 
infusion of massive amounts of federal aid. 
Dollars were directly linked to the number of 
drug arrests, and in 1997 alone the Pentagon 
gave local police departments 1.2 million 
pieces of military hardware. Police were 
offered tanks, bazookas, even planes.

Reading Alexander’s book is revelatory. 
With a willingness to look beyond the myth 
that we have anything nearing democracy 
in this land, one cannot help but realize that 
we are now tolerating a new Jim Crow. She 
convinces us that we must dismantle the mass 
incarceration system through a transforma-
tive process that puts the role of race at its 
center, and is guided by a genuine love and 

Michelle Alexander
5th AnnuAl Anne BrAden MeMoriAl lecture

Presented by the Anne Braden Institute
Thursday, November 10 

Speed Museum Auditorium
The New Jim Crow is available at Carmichael’s Bookstore.

caring for all people. We come to understand 
that unless we do so, we will continue to 
experience ever new configurations of legal-
ized racism, and fail to change this country 
in all the ways it needs changing. (For more 
about Alexander: http://moritzlaw.osu.edu/
faculty/bios.php?ID=2.)

Carla Wallace is board member of the 
Carl Braden Memorial Center as well as a 
longtime anti-racist and Fairness activist 
in Louisville, www.carlbradencenter.org. 
She also serves on the Leadership Team of 
the US for All of Us, www.usforallofus.org.

Prof. Michelle Alexander

Prayer has definitely gotten a bad 
reputation in recent years. On television and 
at public events, we hear prayers that sound 
superficial. It sounds like we are asking God 
for special favors most of the time. “Bless my 
family or my country,” we implore. It seems 
we never ask God to bless everyone. Is that 
really what we want? What would we have 
God do with regard to others?

There are many problems with prayer 
today. It turns us off because we hear it abused 
every day. For some folks, the audience of our 
prayers has become faceless and inaccessible 
because they cannot see the workings of God 
in our information age. Too many of us just 
do not see the use of it.

One way to understand the purpose of 
prayer is to back into it. Let’s consider what 
prayer is not about. Rabbi Harold S. Kushner 
is helpful on this subject. You probably 
remember him as the author of Why Bad 
Things Happen to Good People and other 
books. There would be no illnesses, no need 
for surgeries, and no death if prayer worked the 
way most of us want it to work, says Kushner.  

But, we know those are not realistic 
expectations. Kushner asks, “Do I really 
believe in a God who has the power to cure 
malignancies and influence the outcome of 
surgeries and will do that only if the right 
person recites the right words in the right 
language? Will God let a person die because 
a stranger prayed in her behalf but got the 
words wrong? Who among us could worship a 
God whose implicit message is “I could have 
made your mother healthy again but you didn’t 
plead and grovel enough?”

 We hear many discouraging explanations 
of why we do not get exactly what we prayed 
for: You didn’t deserve it. You didn’t pray 
hard enough. God knows better than you 
what is best.

 Kushner points out that “The Talmud”, 
which is a compilation of discussions on Jew-
ish beliefs and practices, gives examples of 
improper prayers well worth remembering. 
For instance, it is improper to pray for good 
fortune at the expense of others. We should 
not pray for others to fulfill obligations that 
rightly belong to us. A famous Talmudic prayer 
reminds us, “We cannot merely pray to you, O 
God, to end starvation, for you have already 
given us the resources with which to feed the 
entire world.”

Kushner believes that a proper prayer 
would be one that seeks inner strength and 
clarity of vision. This kind of prayer gets us 
in touch with God and God’s purpose and 

Empathy & Ethos

Citing 7,000 post cards designed by 
children around the world as classic citizen 
diplomacy, Terry Taylor lauded people-
to-people efforts to reconcile the United 
States and Iran, but told the Third Thursday 
Lunch May 19 obstacles remain to steering 
the nations away from a collision course.

Taylor, executive director of the 
Louisville Interfaith Paths to Peace and 
author of the book, A Spirituality for 
Brokenness, visited Iran in November 
2010 as part of a 10-member US delegation 
organized by the national FOR.

He told the lunch he draws hope for 
Iran from 7,000 children in many nations 
designing postcards the IPP gathered then 
presented to residents of Hiroshima, Japan 
in August.

The cards included drawings and 
written messages of peace, ranging from 
peace signs to a plea taken from the familiar 
hymn, “Let there be peace on Earth and let 
it begin with me.”

Not all in his talk was upbeat, however. 
Taylor said the economic sanctions may 
be counterproductive to weakening the 
Mahmoud Ahmedinajad government. 
Increased austerity caused by sanctions 
could increase anger at western nations, 
making the regime’s message resonate better 
with average people, Taylor said.

Military action is unacceptable, Taylor 
added, explaining that a visit to a martyrs 
cemetery underscored that Iranians are 
prepared to fight fiercely if attacked.

Opposition to the regime, he said, 

fueled partly by tight economic times, has 
led to a rift between Ahmedinajad and the 
Ayatollahs who share power. Although 
Taylor said Iranians would welcome the 
coming of a liberal democracy, they are not 
dissatisfied enough to foment revolution 
against the regime.

Taylor said little multi-religious 
interaction is evident in Iran, explaining that 
the Baha’is, Christians, Jews, Hindus and 
Zoroastrians in the 98 percent Islamic nation 
tend to avoid public exposure and interaction 
with foreign visitors and that persecution of 
religious minorities is common, including 
the recent sentencing to 10 years in prison 
of the country’s Baha’i leader.

Taylor said the question of Iran’s 
nuclear intentions and capabilities is crucial, 
adding that Iran acquiring a nuclear bomb 
could set off a wide arms race in the Mideast, 
which includes many nations with which 
it has had longstanding hostile relations.
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by Phil L. Nippert
Fighting has continued to rage in Darfur and 

South Kordofan in the western and south-central 
states of northern Sudan between uniting rebel 
factions on one side and Khartoum’s forces joined 
by allied militias on the other. Violence has now 
also erupted in the Blue Nile state, lodged in north 
Sudan’s recently defined southeastern corner.

Late on September 1, Sudanese Armed 
Forces (SAF) and the Sudanese People’s 
Liberation Army-North (SPLA-N) opened fire 
on one another in various places in Damazin, 
the capital of Blue Nile State. The SPLA-N 
(the same group now fighting the government 
in South Kordofan) soon withdrew from the 
capital to Kurmuk in the state’s southernmost 
portion, citing a desire to keep civilians out of 
the crossfire, while the SAF claimed to have 
gained control of the entire region.  

A week later the SPLA-N were claiming 
control of 80% of the state, the government had 
adamantly refused to negotiate with the rebels if 
they refused to disarm, the UN High Commission 
for Refugees had seen roughly 20,000 Sudanese 
cross into Ethiopia and the Sudanese Red Cres-
cent Society claimed that 35,000 families had 
been driven out of Damazin.  Darfur rebel groups 
and the SPLA-N had met to discuss specifics of 
forming an alliance bent on overthrowing the 
regime, declaring the obvious: all of the western 
and southern states of northern Sudan were now 
at war with Khartoum. South Sudan denied any 
involvement with these conflicts, which Khar-
toum refused to believe, including Blue Nile in 
its list of Southern conspiracies against it for 
submission to the UN Security Council.

Blue Nile was spared involvement in the 
civil war of 1955-72. But the 1970 Unregistered 
Land Act enabled wealthy, government-
connected Muslim investors to profit by 
mechanized agriculture projects in lowland 
areas of the state which displaced small farmers 
and herders and ran on wage labor jobs done by 
people displaced by drought, famine and the 
second civil war with the South. It was three years 
into this period before Southern troops would 
venture north to fight the government forces in 
Uduk territory in southern Blue Nile in 1986.  

Then, in order to deprive the SPLA of South 
Sudan a local civilian support, Khartoum and 
its allied militias systematically torched Uduk 
villages and churches. In response the SPLA 
led entire villages of Uduk to refugee camps in 
neighboring Ethiopia. Further SPLA successes 

Blue Nile State the latest conflict zone in northern Sudan

in the area met with more government reprisals, 
even before the Bashir regime came to power 
in 1989.

In 1990, and again 1991, the same Uduk 
refugees were driven out of Ethiopia and when 
reentering Sudan on both occasions were bombed 
by Khartoum aircraft. Once they reached a 
relatively secure area, near Nasir, Upper Nile, 
these same people were deprived of aid because 
of Khartoum’s relentless efforts to slow down 
relief efforts, even going so far as to ban UN 
agencies from all rebel-held areas. People driven 
away from their homes or from the place to 
which they’d last had to flee by combat or famine 
settled in various places in Blue Nile State, with 
some of them going to work in the mechanized 
schemes running there.

In 1996, an SPLA commander named Malik 
Agar, went on the offensive by attacking some 
the mechanized projects around Damazin, and 
by January had taken the town of Kurmuk. By 
1999, the SPLA had made still more progress, 
getting within shelling distance of the oil fields in 
Upper Nile State. A few years later, negotiations 
leading to the Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
promised popular consultations to the peoples 
of South Kordofan and Blue Nile. Elections 
were put off until Blue Nile electing Malik Agar 
governor in 2010, and conducted the first phase 
of its popular consultation, in which autonomy 
overwhelmingly supported.

As South Sudan’s independence date of 
July 9 drew closer, Khartoum warned that the 
northern branch of the Sudan People’s Libera-
tion Movement would not be recognized as a 
political party once the South was free. It also 
demanded that the SPLA-N either disarm or 
return to South Sudan, declaring that this be 
done by June 1. These troops refused. On June 
5, fighting erupted in South Kordofan when, ac-
cording to the rebels, the SAF tried to disarm the 
SPLA-N in that state. A peace deal brokered by 
Senior Presidential Advisor Nafie Ali Nafie and 
Malik Agar in late June would have recognized 
the SPLM-N as a political party in the north in 
exchange for the SPLA-N for being integrated 

into Sudan’s armed forces, but President Bashir 
scuttled it a few days later.  

The President continued to prohibit foreign 
aid groups or UN peacekeepers from going into 
South Kordofan, even as reports of more bombing 
of civilians, more mass graves, more extrajudicial 
killings and arbitrary arrests went public. Then, 
about the time Amnesty International and Human 
Rights Watch issued a report detailing bombings 
of civilians in South Kordofan, Bashir declared 
a cease-fire in late August, with the caveat that 
any party which did not take it seriously would 
be dealt with. By now there were troop buildups 
of both SAF and SPLA-N in Blue Nile State, 
while Khartoum and Malik Agar kept trying to 
hold the other responsible for not taking steps 
to keep conflict spreading to Blue Nile from 
South Kordofan.

By Sept. 12, nearly two weeks after combat 

began in the third area of war in northern Sudan, 
Nafie Ali Nafie declared that Khartoum would not 
negotiate with the rebels unless they disarmed 
first, making this statement on the way back 
from delivering aid from Sudan to famine-
wracked Somalia. This happening even as 
thousands poured into Ethiopia, another country 
hit by severe food insecurity, and UNHCR was 
reporting that many refugees wanted to stay near 
the border so that they could return as soon as 
possible to harvest their crops and tend their 
livestock as soon as the fighting stopped.

Phil L. Nippert is chair of the Kentuckiana 
Taskforce Against Genocide (see FB page for 
more) and an advocate and researcher concerned 
with Sudan as well as mass atrocities preven-
tion and counteraction. phillawrencenippert@
gmail.com

by Emily Brown
Probably for most of us, sugar is another 

one of those products we enjoy on a daily 
basis in multiple forms without ever really 
thinking much about its origin, much less 
imagining that it could have a very bitter 
reality attached to it.  One of the countries 
from which we import a great deal of our 
sugar is the Dominican Republic.  

After Christopher Columbus took the 
island in 1492 and decimated its Taino inhab-
itants, the Spanish renamed it “La Española” 
(Hispaniola) and founded the colony of Santo 
Domingo. The French arrived in the middle 
of the 17th century and began erecting their 
own colony, Saint Domingue, on land in the 
western part of the island. Later, in 1822, after 
Toussaint l’Ouverture’s slave revolt against 
French, British, and Spanish colonialists and 
the subsequent ascension of Jean-Jacques 
Dessalines to power, the island came under 
the control of Haiti. The Dominican Republic 
was itself founded through a revolt against 
Haitian rule in 1844. But the rebellion and 
Haiti’s brutality established an undercurrent 
of friction between the two nations that 
continues to this day.

Since the founding of the DR, sugar cane 
has been an important and essential crop. 
It was Columbus himself who introduced 
sugar cane to the island. Traditionally, the 
work force has consisted primarily of labor 
from outside the D.R. In the beginning, 
workers came from the British West Indies, 
afterwards from Puerto Rico. Since then, 
the vast majority has arrived from Haiti. 

The position of Haitians has always 
been tenuous, but during the Trujillo 
dictatorship thousands of Haitians were 
massacred in 1937 as a result of Trujillo’s 
racist views. Then, in the 1950s, when he 
controlled 12 out of 16 ingenios (sugar cane 
processing plants) himself, Trujillo realized 
that the DR needed Haitians to maintain the 

Sugar and oppression in the Dominican Republic
sugar industry and even initiated contracts 
for workers with the Haitian government.  

At times, the workforce has been ac-
tively recruited and at times they have come 
on their own, both legally and illegally.  
Once there, they have been housed in small 
communities called bateyes and have lived 
in extremely abject conditions.  Housing 
varies from small frame homes to tin-roofed 
shacks; sanitation and health services are 
insufficient, roads are unpaved, education 
is inadequate and electricity, food and clean 
water are often problematic. I was told that 
the level of unemployment in some of the 
bateyes is as high as 92-93%.

It was in the 1980s when human rights 
groups began to protest against the treatment 
of Haitian workers.  Some bateyes even had 
armed guards to prevent workers from leav-
ing once they had arrived. After six months 
of extreme labor with very little pay, they 
would then be repatriated by being herded 
into crowded buses and subjected to an 
eleven-hour trip back to Haiti, at times with 
no provisions for water, food or sanitation.

Two of the most vocal critics in recent 
years have been Edwin Paraison and Chris-
topher Hartley, both Dominican priests, who 
worked directly with people living in the 
bateyes near Los Llanos.  The film, The Price 
of Sugar, tells the story of their work and has 
helped raise international consciousness, but 
Edwin Paraison was forced to leave three 
years ago because of death threats. Father 
Christopher was forced out two years ago 
by the Dominican government.

Today, various groups such as NGOs 
and the Batey Relief Alliance work within 
the bateyes to try to improve the lives of 
the Haitians who live there. One NGO is 
the Group of Interdenominational Pastors 
(GIP) who receive grants from various re-
formed churches such as the Presbyterian 
Church, USA.  

Agricultural projects have been very 

successful. We saw burgeoning small family 
gardens, as well as acres of land where 
families cooperate to farm on a larger scale. 
Corn, plantains, and yuca are principal 
crops, but they also cultivate a large variety 
of other vegetables. When asked about what 
they do with the produce, the coordinator of 
the Small Land Association gave us a large 
grin and said, “comer, vender y regalar” 
(eat, sell, and give away). 

In spite of all the negative aspects of life 
in the bateyes, there was also hope. One batey 
called Cayacoa had been transformed into 
a “model” batey by the Vicini family who 
operate the second largest group of ingenios 
in the country.  In place of dilapidated hous-
ing and mud roads, there were paved streets 
with neat well-constructed houses, a church, 

community center, school and clinic. While 
this was only one site, according to a report 
published by CSCC, the Grupo Vicini has 
plans to replace four bateyes with new self-
sustaining communities. In addition, half of 
their 40 bateyes now have a health clinic and 
schools have been expanded.  They are also 
working to eliminate child labor. It is too bad 
that the government has not shown the same 
interest in the bateyes that they own.

Emily Brown teaches Spanish and 
French as an adjunct at JCTC and works 
as a volunteer in the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program. For a longer version of this 
article, please send an e-mail to embrown@
insightbb.com or look on the FORsooth 
website, www.forsoothnewspaper.org.

Shopkeeper in the Dominican Republic  Photo: Emily Brown
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FORsooth 
Redesign Contest!

$250 First Prize
FORsooth newspaper announces a 
contest to redesign the newspaper. 
Entrants should use inDesign to prduce 
a newly designed edition of FORsooth 
newspaper. Entrees should redesign 
layout, graphics, fonts, and other 
design elements toward the end of 
rendering FORsooth a more attractive, 
pleasing, and useful vehicle for serving 
its mission with a growing readership.

Deadline for entries: October 31, 2011. 

Submit entries to pfosl@me.com

FORsooth reserves all rights to use or 
not to use the winning entry or any of 
its elements in its future publications.

Attica Scott, Coordinator with Kentucky 
Jobs With Justice, is one of Louisville’s 
staunchest advocates for progressive 
change. FORsooth editors recently caught 
up with her to ask about her work.

FOR: How would you describe your 
political history?

Attica Scott: My political history 
began at birth with parents who moved 
to Los Angeles to join the Black Panther 
Party, so I was politicized through a Black 
consciousness lens.  

I have an academic background that 
includes an undergraduate degree in Po-
litical Science and a graduate degree in 
Communications. I also have real experi-
ence working on the winning campaign 
of a young man who ran for City Council 
in Knoxville, Tennessee. Danny Mayfield 
defeated a longtime incumbent, and I was 
honored to serve as the Communications 
Coordinator for the campaign.

Councilman Mayfield encouraged 
everyone around him to pursue their political 
aspirations, and I finally did just that in 2010 
with an electrifying campaign for Jefferson 
County Public Schools’ board of education.  

FOR: Tell us about Jobs with Justice? 
What is it? What does it work on? How did 
it get going?

AS: Kentucky Jobs with Justice is 
part of a national coalition of community 
activists, faith leaders, labor union members, 
students and progressive elected officials 
that are united to fight for economic justice, 

An interview with Attica Scott of KY Jobs with Justice
global justice, healthcare for all, immigrant 
rights and workers rights.  

In 1992, Kentucky Jobs with Justice 
was founded when community and church 
activists joined to support UNITE! in a 
fight against Louisville Manufacturing. The 
“Campaign for Justice” was an effort on the 
part of the community to support workers in 
the West End of Louisville at an embroidery 
shop to win their first negotiating contract 
for decent wages. Street theatre and protests 
ended in victory, but then people didn’t want 
to go home: Jobs with Justice was formed. 

FOR: What are your thoughts on 
today’s labor struggles, in particular the 
battle over collective bargaining?

AS: The battle over collective bargain-
ing is all about the corporate attack on the 
public sector. It’s about deregulating public 
contracts. Corporations want to pass laws 
that limit our ability to ensure that taxpayer 
money is used to create safe jobs that pay a 
living wage and support the well-being of 
the communities we live in. Their goal is to 
cut workers’ wages, cut corners on safety 
and pocket the difference. It’s about gutting 
public sector jobs. 

Corporations want to gut the public 
sector by laying-off workers who provide 
vital services such as education, health care, 
public safety and sanitation. Corporations 
want to privatize public services so that they 
can make a profit. It’s about de-unionizing 
public sector jobs. It’s about cutting public 
services from bus routes to libraries, from 
food stamps to unemployment income, 

which leaves working families struggling.
People need to know that no amount 

of cuts will solve our budget problems. 
We should control how taxpayer money is 
spent, not corporations. Employing public 
workers directly is a more efficient way 
of delivering services than using taxpayer 
dollars to fund corporations to do the same 
work. Public sector unions are not the cause 
of budget deficits facing states.  

Collective bargaining is a fundamental 
democratic right enjoyed by most private 
sector workers since the National Labor 
Relations Act was passed in 1935. Unions 
increase productivity by up to 38% in 
construction, 16% in hospitals, 19 to 24% 

in manufacturing, and unions decrease 
turnover. The income of all residents of 
states that recognize the right of state 
employees to unionize is higher than 
elsewhere.

We need to support project labor 
agreements because they save taxpayers 
money when workers and employers 
agree to working conditions up front, 
ensuring smooth project completion and 
they also require employee training and 
encourage public investments to benefit 
local communities. 

FOR: How do you see the labor struggle 
in relation to other progressive movements?

AS: The labor struggle is deeply 
connec ted  to  o ther  progress ive 
movements. Workers are whole people 
who are concerned about education, the 
environment, immigration, fairness for 
LGBTQ communities, healthcare and more.

Photo: Elizabeth Rappaport
Attica Scott of KY Jobs with Justice

September 15 Tom Williams 
“Louisville and the International Campaign for Compassionate Cities” 
Tom Williams will speak about the Charter for Compassion (pioneered by author Karen 
Armstrong) and Louisville’s leading role in the International Campaign for Compassionate 
Cities. Tom is co-chair of the Louisville Restorative Justice Project and facilitator of the 
Louisville Charter for Compassion. 

October 20 Allan Weiss and Terry Taylor 
“Visions of Peace from Hiroshima” 
Allan Weiss and Terry Taylor of Interfaith Paths to Peace will report on their August trip 
to Hiroshima, where they attended the ceremony marking the 66th anniversary of the 
atomic bombing at the end of WW II.  They also met with Japanese peacemakers and 
presented an exhibit of “Peace Postcards” made by children from around the world. 

November 17 Johanna W.H. van Wijk-Bos 
“God, George Edwards and the Politics of Otherness” 
How do we construct community with a strong sense of identity without conceiving of 
those outside the group as other/inferior? How do concepts of God enter into our 
communal identity?  Johanna, Professor of Old Testament at the Presbyterian Seminary, 
will explore these issues with reference to the life and witness of George R. Edwards. 

January 19 Dean Bucalos 
“Releasing Ex-Offenders into our Communities—A Faith-Based Response” 
Rev. Dean Bucalos is the pastor of Luther Luckett Christian Church at the Luther Luckett 
Correctional Complex—the only prison congregation in Kentucky.  Dean also works with 
Mission Behind Bars and Beyond, a re-entry ministry, and teaches courses on Christianity 
and social justice at Bellarmine and Spalding. 
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Support the FOR 
by advertising in 

FORsooth!
2” x 4” box $100
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FORsooth will publish 
advertisements, space permitting, 
promoting products, events, and 

organizations consistent with 
the values of the Fellowship of 

Reconciliation. A sliding scale of 
rates is available for non-profit 

and activist organizations.

Sowers of Justice 
Gathering

Come hear a report on the steady 
progress made in developing the Sowers 
of Justice Network, a promising venture 
of Louisville faith communities and 
individuals. Join us in small group work 
to learn more about the commitments, 
needs, and interests of more than 60 faith 
communities and individuals giving life to 
this vision. Explore how a broad coalition 
of churches and individuals working for 
social justice might work, what a community 
of communities working together from 
shared values might become, and how this 
collaboration might add value to existing 
peace and justice work as well as generate 
new work. Come shape our work as we 
animate our passions, discover community 
with one another and find the shared ground 
to take action and make genuine impact.

Sunday, October 23 from 3:00-5:00 
pm at Highland Baptist Church, 1101 
Cherokee Road Louisville, Kentucky 
40204. (Parking and entry at alley on 
Grinstead Avenue.
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Instead Common Cause will focus on the 
earlier tradition of legally unbinding instruc-
tions to members of Congress.

Obviously since legislatures no longer 
elect Senators, a legislature no longer has 
that mechanism to convey its instructions  
to its Senators. State and local legislative 
bodies, however, can adopt nonbinding 
resolutions. More powerful, even if still 
nonbinding, however, would be voter 
adoption of referrals calling on a state’s 
congressional delegation to support a 
Constitutional Amendment.

A possible wording of such a voter 
instruction referral could read:

“Should Colorado’s congressional 
delegation be instructed by the voters to 
use all means possible to win passage of 
a Constitutional Amendment that would 
reinstate bans on political campaign 
spending by corporations?”

 These instructions are flexible in terms 
of the final language that a member of 
Congress might adopt as part of complying 
with them.  Voters could either add specific 
language as to an amendment, or instruct 
a local election official to determine if the 
actions of a member of congress complied 
with the voters directions.  The latter would 
provide some leeway for legislators to 
support various versions of an amendment 
so long as they served the underlying goal 
of reinstating bans on corporate political 
expenditures.  Common Cause would point 
to amendments drafted by Free Speech for 
People, Public Citizen, and members of 
Congress as examples of amendments that 
would all serve to fulfill the instructions.

There has been a remarkable amount of 
interest by state legislators aimed at urging 
a federal constitutional amendment.  None 
of these, however, have been worded as 
strongly as constituent instructions.

Resolutions that call for congress to 
pass a constitutional amendment have 
been introduced in California, Idaho, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Washington 
.  Pennsylvania introduced a resolution 
calling upon Congress to call a constitutional 
convention to address Citizens United.  
Kentucky and Rhode Island introduced 
resolutions expressing disagreement with 
the Citizens United ruling.

In 2010, the Hawaii legislature passed a 
resolution requesting Congress pass a consti-
tutional amendment to clarify the distinction 
between corporations and natural persons and 
preserve the power of Congress and the states 
to limit corporate political expenditures.  In 
2011, the Hawaii House passed a stronger 
version that “urged” Congress to pass an 
amendment providing that corporations are 
not persons.  Common Cause Hawaii testified 
in support of these resolutions.

Resolutions calling for constitutional 
amendments failed in the New Mexico 
House by one vote in 2011 and by 24 to 43 
in South Dakota. In April 2011, voters in 
Dane County Wisconsin approved a ballot 
measure by 78% which called for a federal 
constitutional amendment to overturn 
Citizens United.

Derek Cressman works  wi th 
Common Cause in Washington, DC. www.
comoncause.org

Citizens United (continued from page 2)

by Harold Trainer
This September 11 and October 7 will 

be the ten-year anniversaries for the 9/11 
attack and our invasion and occupation of 
Afghanistan.

I had a very strong interest in 911and 
our attack on Afghanistan. My wife and 
daughter were flight attendants for a major 
airline and my son in law was an airline 
pilot.  My wife had just come back from a 
trip in the East, and my daughter, pregnant 
with our first grandson was flying in the 
Northeast that day. We didn’t know where 
she was until she called later from Pittsburgh 
where her plane was grounded. 

My strong interest made The Looming 
Tower, Al Qaeda and The Road To 9/11 by 
Lawrence Wright, required reading. It tells 
how 911 happened. It discusses our oil and 
Israeli based involvement in the Middle 
East and Muslim world. This included 
Bush’s first Gulf War which planted the 
seeds of 9/11.

When 9/11came, we grossly overreacted 
and increased the attack’s impact and the 
terrorist threat by our invasions and 
occupations of Afghanistan and Iraq. And 
so it goes. We achieved Bin Laden’s goal 
of a land war on his turf. We are still there. 
The wars continue ten years after 9/11. The 
cost in dollars and lives is high.

 The Iraq and Afghanistan wars have 
cost us more than 6,200 American military 
lives, 40,000 wounded, and 3.7 trillion dol-
lars and  has contributed to our recession and 
excessive debt problem. More than a million 
Arab and Muslim civilians have been killed 
creating a huge human relations problem in 
the Muslim world and a continued threat. 
This is the real impact of 9/11.

 The initial attack on Afghanistan 
disrupted al Qaeda and the Taliban, and 
it partially secured the country. Bush, 
however, decided to invade and occupy Iraq 
17 months later and took resources used in 
Afghanistan to use in Iraq. This left a lot of 
room for the Taliban to re-invent themselves 
and start challenging our occupation and 
the Afghanistan Government. We focused 
on Iraq and for years, Afghanistan was “the 
forgotten war,” and when Americans started 
paying attention again--roughly around the 
time of President Obama’s inauguration-

After ten years it’s time to end the war in Afghanistan
-what they saw was not a pretty sight: a 
corrupt Afghan government, a world-class 
drug trade, a resurgent Taliban and steadily 
rising US casualties.

More US military have been killed in 
Afghanistan since 2008 and since Obama’s 
presidency than at any time since we invaded 
the country. This includes more than two 
dozen Navy Seals and a total of 38 killed in 
one helicopter shot down last August.  
August had the highest number, 66, of U. 
S. troops killed. The war is now President 
Obama’s War, and he is having to  live with 
the results of this war. Living with the results 
of war is not good or easy. 

Former Secretary of Defense 
Robert McNamara died a year ago August at 
the age of 93. He stated a number of years 
ago that we and he were terribly wrong 
to fight in Vietnam. The documentary 
about McNamara, entitled The Fog Of 
War, shows how war can go so wrong and 
the huge mistakes made in Vietnam by a 
government that thought they were doing 
the right thing. The Vietnam War is now 
sometimes known as McNamara’s War and 
Johnson’s War, killing more than 58,000 
American military and several million  
Vietnamese. There are a lot of similarities 
in Afghanistan and although Bush started 
the war it is now Obama’s war.

It is somehow easy to think in the 
present that a war is necessary and important 
to the security interests of the country. It is 
much harder to see the past and then look 
into the future and through “the fog of war” 
to a place where death and dying cannot 
be supported. The war becomes a terrible 
wrong and a mistake. Obama and the 
American people are starting to realize this.

We do not want that to happen to this 
president, to our country, and to our brave 
young men and women who have chosen to 
join the military. President Obama and our 
government need to see thru the “fog of war” 
and see the future and how terrible it may 
be for him and his family and the country.

A large demonstration has been 
organized by ANSWER on October 6-8 in 
Washington around the Mall, White House 
and Capitol. Those gathered will protest our 
wars, including Afghanistan. There will 
be civil disobedience, rallies and marches 

by various groups including Viet Nam 
Veterans Against the Wars, Iraq Veterans 
Against the Wars, Veterans For Peace and 
Louisville Peace Action Community. It will 
focus on the cost of war and its economic 
and fiscal impact on America. For more 
information on the demonstration, go to: 
www.answercoalition.org

.

Harold Trainer is a longtime FOR 
member and activist with Louisville Peace 
Action Community, Vietnam Veterans 
Against The War, and Veterans For 
Peace. He is a retired military officer and 
a retired adjunct instructor of business at 
JCC. He lives in Prospect, KY.  hatcom1@
insightbb.com

Haiti after the Earthquake by Paul Farmer, 
MD, PhD; New York: Public Affairs, 2011. 
430pp. $27.99 cloth

by Adele DellaValle-Rauth
Paul Farmer is Professor of Medicine 

at Harvard Medical School and co-founder 
of Partners in Health, which ministers 
throughout the world. He is also the United 
Nations Deputy Special Envoy in Haiti and 
has worked in Haiti for over 30 years. His 
life calling is diagnosis and cure of infectious 
diseases in at-risk countries. Through years 
of indefatigable advocacy he has become a 
symbol of courage, strength, and hope by 
daring to speak truth to power in service to 
the Haitian people. 

Haiti after the Earthquake is written 
from the eyes of a passionate observer and 
an intimate with the people of Haiti. “Dr 
Pol,” as he is known throughout Haiti, 
seems compelled to write this book “before 
the quake slips from our memories.”  Some 
years ago he set out to write a book about 
suffering and found it difficult. What was the 
point? Suffering is never just pure suffering; 
it occurs in a particular place and time. 

The earthquake caused him to revisit the 
topic of suffering. “Knowing that over 300 
thousand voices were silenced on a single 
night encourages me to offer these personal 
and place-specific narratives as a humble 
tribute to those who perished that day, to 
those who live on with their injuries, visible 
and invisible, and to those who continue to 
stand with the Haitian people.”

Farmer brings all his physician skills 
and a thirst for justice to the catastrophe, 
looking beyond symptoms to causes. Early 
on he says a sound account of the quake 

Book Review: Après le tremblement de terre
must go deep into Haiti’s history. This is the 
burden that Farmer shoulders by charting 
Haiti’s freedom from a revolutionary birth 
in 1804 to the present day, crediting the 
nation’s survival to the resilience and spirit 
of a people who never give up.  

As difficult and painful as it is, Chapter 
One, “The Catastrophe,” is a riveting 
account of the dizzying, disorienting 
moments immediately following the quake. 
“Everyone wanted to help, but no one knew 
exactly what to do. It was for all of us an 
entirely unprecedented circumstance. We 
wanted to be rescued by expertise but we 
never were–this was the long, hard lesson 
of the quake.” Farmer frantically reached 
a colleague just hours after the quake who 
said the most pressing problem was just 
managing proper disposal of the bodies. 
Soon afterwards, with no electricity in the 
morgue or anywhere else the entire place 
had the smell of death.    

Farmer says a history of adverse social 
conditions and extreme ecological fragility 
primed Port-au-Prince for massive loss of 
life and destruction when the ground began 
shaking on January 12, 2010, at 4:53 pm. Haiti 
had become a veritable “republic of NGO’s 
(non-governmental organizations),” home 
to a proliferation of good will that did little 
or nothing to strengthen the public sector. 

To this point a whole chapter titled 
“Praxis and Policy” examines how Haiti 
and its institutions became so weak and 
how health care, like food security, water, 
education and so much else do not exist in 
a separate universe from politics. Particular 
attention is given to the social roots of 
disaster, citing how Global Fund efforts 
in fighting TB and AIDS were withdrawn 
when the 2004 coup weakened the public 

health infrastructure and led to instability. 
As a result Global Fund launched instead a 
major rural health initiative in Rwanda with 
the national government’s health authorities. 
This example is critical to understanding 
the cycle of aid withheld as has happened 
so often in the past and in the months since 
the earthquake. As of March 31, 2010 Haiti 
had received only $23 million of the $1.35 
billion promised for immediate relief. 
Farmer declares that Haiti “needs and 
deserves a modern Marshall Plan.”

Ironically, Farmer says, cynicism about 
reconstruction is less common among 

Haiti’s poor. They still believe that, “Haiti 
will never be finished.” Joia Mukherjee says 
in the Forward: “we must stand with Haiti, 
a country whose spirit and people will never 
be broken, and work in solidarity toward the 
future the Haitian people deserve.”   

Adele DellaValle-Rauth. Adele has 
been an advocate and missionary to Haiti 
since 1981. She lives in Huddleston, VA, with 
her husband Bob. They are peace activists 
and coordinators of Pax Christi Virginia. 
DelRauth@aol.com

Partners in Health’s Dr. Paul Farmer and a patient
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Nov 4 (Sun) DIA DE LOS MUERTOS CELEBRATION. Kentucky Museum of Art and Craft, 5PM 
to 10PM. public altars, food, live music, sugar skull and tissue flower workshops, Flamenco and 
fire dancers, candlelit march and more. Visit www.kentuckyarts.org

Nov 5 (Sat) WORLD COMMUNITY DAY, sponsored byChurch Women United. Call Peggy Arthur, 
778-6967 for more information

Nov 7 (Mon) SEMINARY LUNCHEON, “Sacred Air: The Breath of Life”. Part of Festival of 
Faiths sponsored by the Center for Interfaith Relations.  Details at www.interfaithrelations.
org Presbyterian Seminary.

OUT OF TOWN
Oct 8 to 9 COLLABORATIVE COMMUNICATION: An Applied Framework for Empathy Based 

Peacemaking. National Peace Academy on location at Adelphi University. Learn a model of 
communication for resolving contradictory claims of truth and destructive impulses. Practice deep 
listening. Visit www.nationalpeaceacademy.us 

Oct 14 to 16 KFTC ANNUAL MEETING. Kentuckians for the Commonwealth, Jabez, KY. Celebrate 
30 years of citizen action in environmental justice, sustainability and political reform and help plan 
our efforts for the future. Visit www.kftc.org

Oct 22 RESULTS HEARTLAND REGIONAL CONFERENCE. Evanston, IL. Learning, inspiration 
and fellowship. Expert presentations on hunger and poverty issues. Small-group sessions. Visit 
www.results.org

Calendar (continued from back page)

Kingsolver, Director or the Center for 
Regional Environmental Studies at 
Bellarmine University, Dr. Michael 
Mueller, Assistant Professor of Science 
Education at the University of Georgia 
and a prolific writer in environmental 
philosophy, and Chad Montrie, Professor of 
History at the University of Massachusetts 
Lowell and author of A People’s History 
of Environmentalism in the United States.

For general information contact Ben 
Evans at benevansmail@gmail.com or Andy 
Wolak at wolak@greenlistlouisville.com. If 
you or your organization would like to 

Bluegrass Bioneers
(continued from page 1)

The Post Dispatch asserts that one 
way to address spiraling health care costs 
is to shift those costs to recipients, cut 
the benefits, extend the eligibility age of 
Medicare and index eligibility to income.  

“The second way for government to 
address its health costs is not to shift them, 
but to reduce them. This is what a single-
payer health care system would do, largely 
by taking the for-profit players (insurance 
companies for the most part) out of the loop,” 
said this heartland, mainstream newspaper. 

The editorial was quickly reproduced 
in the Cleveland Plain Dealer, the Kansas 
City Star, and papers in Fort Worth, Texas, 
and West Hawaii. The Charleston Gazette 
(W. Va.) ran a similar editorial on August 
17, 2011.  

No matter how many times the 
insurance and pharmaceutical industries 
and those political leaders who yield to 
those vast corporate powers declare single 
payer “dead in the water,” “not feasible,” 
or “off the table” the idea pops up again. 
That’s because the health care bill passed 
in 2010, the Affordable Care Act, will not 
cover everyone, will not make coverage and 
care affordable, and will not bend the cost 
curve either for patients or for the nation.  

Instead, the health care crisis is worsen-
ing. Last week Kyle Willis, a 24 year-old 
Cincinnati father, died from a tooth infection 
because he could not afford the antibiotics 
prescribed. He is one of about 45,000 people 
in the US who die each year, not because 
their conditions are incurable, but solely 
because they have no insurance coverage.  

Over 60 million people were uninsured 
for all or part of 2010 and 23 million 
will remain uninsured in 2019 when the 
Affordable Care Act is fully in place, if that 
happens.  Over 49 million people spend 
more than 10 percent of their income on 
health care and premiums, meaning they 
meet the definition of underinsured.  

In the U.S., 62% of personal bankruptcies 
were linked to medical bills or illness, and 
three fourths of those bankrupted had health 
insurance when they got sick. About 54% of 

Americans reported delaying care in 2010 
because of costs.

Medicaid, the plan for the poor and 
disabled, is supposed to pick up about half 
of the people who will be newly insured 
under the Affordable Care Act. Yet, because 
Medicaid pays so little, many on Medicaid 
cannot see specialists. Medicaid will be-
come even stingier as it is turned over to 
profit making companies. That’s the trend, 
and Kentucky just did it, too.  The Com-
monwealth Fund’s recent study shows that 
more money is wasted on administration and 
the quality of care is lower under such for-
profit Medicaid managed care companies.

U. S. health spending is the highest in 
the world, an estimated $8,649 per person, 
or 17.7 percent of our Gross Domestic 
Product. That’s about double what the rest 
of the industrialized countries spend on 
health care, yet other countries’ outcomes 
in life expectancy, infant mortality, and 
other measures are better than ours. Our 
nation’s five top for-profit health insurers 
netted $11.7 billion in profits in 2010, up 
51 percent from 2008.

Even former President Clinton 
remarked recently that the US could save 
$1 trillion dollars a year if we adopted 
the health care system of any of the other 
advanced nations.

Joseph Stiglitz, Nobel Laureate 
Economist and former head of the World 
Bank is also “pitching for a single payer 
system.”  When asked why, he stated: 
“Insurance companies innovate at finding 
better ways of discrimination. They are 
inefficient because they are trying to figure 
out how to insure people who don’t need 
the cover and keep out people who need 
it….  The incentives are all wrong, and the 
transaction costs are very high, and you have 
to give them a high profit….  Competition 
does not work in healthcare especially in 
the health insurance market.”

Clinton and Stiglitz for single payer? 
How silent they were when their voices 
could have counted during the health 
reform debate of 2009. Yet, their current 

statements show that single payer is 
becoming mainstream.

Then there is the real possibility that 
the Supreme Court will rule the individual 
mandate in the Affordable Care Act uncon-
stitutional, throwing the whole bill into a 
tailspin.  John Nichols of “The Nation” says 
that will just move us closer to adopting an 
improved Medicare for All, a single payer 
plan that has no constitutional problems and 
will really make coverage and care universal.

Physicians for a National Health 
Program estimates that “private insurance 
bureaucracy and paperwork consume 
one-third (31 percent) of every health care 
dollar. Streamlining payment through a 
single nonprofit payer would save more than 
$400 billion per year, enough to provide 
comprehensive, high-quality coverage for 
all Americans.”

The math works. So does the humanity. 
As Marcia Angell, former editor of the 
prestigious New England Journal of 
Medicine says: “If you keep health care in 
the hands of for-profit companies, you can 

do one or the other—increase coverage by 
putting more money into the system, or 
control costs by decreasing coverage. But 
you cannot do both unless you change the 
basic structure of the system.”

It is clear what we have to do. We must 
build a movement to make the democratic 
will of the people into the law of the land 
and pass HR 676, Expanded and Improved 
Medicare for All. We will have to do what 
the suffragists did, and the abolitionists did, 
and the civil rights movement did.  

We will have to recruit our families 
and our neighbors and put our feet in the 
streets.  Health care is life and death and 
ending needless suffering. It is close to the 
hearts and passions of all of our people.

Kay Tillow is Director of Organization 
of the Nurses Professional Organization 
and an activist with Kentuckians for Single 
Payer Health Care. The group provides free 
presentations on single payer. (502) 636-
1551, nursenpo@aol.com, kyhealthcare.
org, pnhp.org 

Kay Tillow and other single payer activists demonstrating in Washington, DC

Single payer health care (continued from page 1)

fighting environmental racism by supporting 
STAR and REACT and calling for expanded 
and improved Medicare for all and better 
public transportation; and from calling for 
affordable housing throughout the Metro 
and an end to homelessness along with 
a moratorium on foreclosures on owner-
occupied homes to supporting workers’ 
right to organize, collect unemployment 
benefits whenever necessary, and make 
without exception a living wage.

But above all what sets our Agenda 
apart from other things out there on the 
social-justice scene in Louisville is its 
recognition of the connections between 
these many issues, on 98 percent of which 
all we progressives agree. Among our 
endorsements are ones from the Kentucky 
Alliance Against Racist and Political 

People’s Agenda
(continued from page 1)

Repression (our co-founding convener and 
the main engine behind the original People’s 
Agenda), the Metropolitan Housing 
Coalition, the Fellowship of Reconciliation 
(F.O.R.), the Coalition for the Homeless, and 
Louisvillians In Favor of Equality (L.I.F.E.).  

We call urgently on you, as the original 
Coalition for The People’s Agenda did in 
its Call to Action, to be part of our mighty 
effort, and join us in presenting The People’s 
Agenda to the public; help us build wide 
support for it; and join us in presenting The 
People’s Agenda to the Metro Government. 

Ike Thacker is an advocate for political, 
social, and economic democracy. Copies 
of The People’s Agenda may be acquire 
through him at ike.thacker@gmail.com, 
502-384-3875.

participate in tabling, please contact Teddie 
Phillipson-Mower at teddie.mower@gmail.
com. Sponsors and financial support are 
always welcome. Please contact Drew 
Foley at bdrewf@yahoo.com. For complete 
information visit BluegrassBioneers.org.  

Ben Evans is the award-winning 
producer and director of the film, YERT 
(www.yert.com). Teddie Phillipson-
Mower is a long-time sustainability and 
environmental educator. They are the co-
founders and co-organizers of the Bluegrass 
Bioneers Conference.



Regular Meeting Times for 
Area Organizations
911 TRUTH LOUISVILLE (502-609-6020)
ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF 
KENTUCKIANA – 2nd Thursday (485-1248)
AIDS INTERFAITH MINISTRIES (AIM) OF 
KENTUCKIANA, INC. – 1st Tuesday (574-6085 or 574-6086)
AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB – 
4th Tuesday (459-0616)
AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND 
STATE – 3rd Thursday, every other month at noon (608-7517)
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL – 1st Saturday (637-8951)
APPAF [AMERICAN PALESTINE PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
FORUM] – 2nd Thursday (895-8155)
BLUEGRASS SOCIALIST PARTY, Frankfort – 2nd Sunday 
(916-768-8079)
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – Last Monday (239-4317)
CAPA [CITIZENS AGAINST POLICE ABUSE] –
2nd Thursday (778-8130)
CART [COALITION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION] – 3rd Wednesday,
Union Station, TARC Board Room (893-5172)
CLOUT [CITIZENS OF LOUISVILLE ORGANIZED AND
WORKING TOGETHER] – (583-1267)
COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST – 
2nd Monday (456-6586)
COMMON CAUSE – Ad hoc discussions. Continuous 
engagement. (454-7797)
COMMUNITY FARM ALLIANCE OF JEFFERSON 
COUNTY – 2nd Tuesday (775-4041)
CONVERSATION CAFE – Wednesday evenings (560-0085)
COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” – 
Second Sunday (893-2334)
EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE – 2nd Saturday (299-9520) 
www.LouisvilleEarthSave.org
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community dialogues and 
volunteer opportunities (893-0788)
FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB – 1st Thursday, 
papajohn15@bellsouth.net
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION – 
4th Monday (609-7985 or 291-2506)
FRIENDS FOR HOPE (Support Group for Adult Cancer 
Survivors) – 1st Thursday (451-9600)
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE – 2nd Tuesday 
(893-8436)
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB – 
3rd Tuesday, 7pm. (502-644-0659)
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays & Saturdays (637-6265)
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE – 1st Tuesday (214-7322)
IRFI [ISLAMIC RESEARCH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL, 
INC.] – Sundays at 6:00 PM (502-423-1988)
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (582-5454)
JURISDICTIONARY CLUB OF LOUISVILLE – 
Know the law and how to use it (500-8161)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – (345-5386)
KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] – 
2nd Monday (589-3188)
KITOD [KENTUCKIANA INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON 
DARFUR] – (553-6172)
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL 
REPRESSION – 3rd Monday (778-8130)
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY – 
(541-9998)
KITLAC [KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN 
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN] – 2nd Wednesday (479-9262)
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN 
STATES – 3rd Sunday (451-5658)
LOUISVILLE PEAK OIL GROUP – 2nd Saturday (425-6645)
LPAC [LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY] – 
(456-6914)
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH – 
Meditation every Sunday (473-8435)
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights 
(893-0788), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY (LIFE) – 
4th Sunday (384-3875)
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday 
(895-0866 or 899-9261)
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION – 
4th Wednesday (584-6858)
MIGHTY KINDNESS – mightykindness@gmail.com 
(235-0711)
MUHAMMAD ALI INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND 
JUSTICE, at UL (852-6372)
NAACP [NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF COLORED PEOPLE] – 3rd Monday (776-7608)
NAMI [NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL] 
– 2nd Monday (245-5287)
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND 
GAYS (P-FLAG) – 3rd Sunday (329-0229)
PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML – 
(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)
RCRC [RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR REPRODUCTIVE 
CHOICE] – (866-606-0988)
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
SIERRA CLUB INNER CITY OUTINGS – 2nd Thursday, 7:30 
PM (558-0073)
WOMEN IN TRANSITION (WIT) – every Wednesday, 
6-8 PM (636-0160)

Note: If your group would like to be added to this list or if information 
needs to be updated, please let us know by calling 458-8056.

Calendar for peacemakers
Oct 1 (Sat) DOWN SYNDROME OF LOUISVILLE WALK/

RUN. Waterfront Park, 8:15AM to 9:30AM. Show how much 
you value people with Down syndrome as worthy citizens 
with rich potential. Visit www.downsyndromeoflouisville.org

Oct1 (Sat) ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLUB. Every 
Saturday at the Newburg Branch & Iroquois Branch Public 
Libraries, 3PM. Also Main Library on Thursdays at 7PM. 
Practice conversational English with neighbors and friends 
from many parts of the world. Visit www.lfpl.org

Oct 1 (Sat) LOUISVILLE COMMUNITY SUPPORTED 
AGRICULTURE. Every Saturday morning. Also other times. 
Visit some of Louisville’s 23 Farmers Markets from California 
neighborhood to Norton Commons. For locations, days, and 
times see www.louisvilleky.gov/HealthyHometown

Oct 1 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEMY. Every Saturday. African 
American history, culture, and current issues. Free. Call the UofL 
College of Arts and Sciences at 852-2658 for more information.

Oct 1 (Sat) NAZI PERSECUTION OF HOMESEXUALS: 
1933-1945. UofL Ekstrom Library until Nov 28th. A traveling 
exhibit from the U.S. Holocaust Museum. 250 historic 
photographs and documents. Speakers and public discussions. 
Visit http:// louisville.edu/library

Oct 2 (Sun) “AIM HIGHER” focusing on military counter-
recruitment. Every first Sunday at 7 PM, 2236 Kaelin Avenue 
at the FOR office. Discuss conscientious objection, military 
recruitment, and the possibility for high school students to 
“opt out” of having their names given to recruiters. Call Jim 
Johnson, 262-0148.

Oc t  2  (Sun)  NATIONAL PEACEMAKERS DAY 
OBSERVANCE. Kentucky Center for African American 
Heritage, 7PM. Ari Cowan to speak on “Compassionate Cities.” 
Music & candle lighting. Observance also marks the birthday 
of Mahatma Gandhi. Visit http://paths2peace.org

Oct 2 (Sun) OLMSTED PARK VOLUNTEERS. Cherokee Park, 
9AM to Noon. Also, Saturday, Oct 15th. Root out invasive 
plants, rebuild trails, renew structures and remove litter. Visit 
www.olmstedparks.org

Oct 4 (Tues) SPANISH CONVERSATION CLUB. Every Tues-
day at the Main Library, 7PM. Immerse yourself in Spanish 
language with native speakers from all around the world. Visit 
www.lfpl.org

Oct 5 (Wed) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY FORUM. 
Every first Wednesday. Sustainability and relationships that 
create a community for change. Bring your lunch. Noon to 
1:45 PM, Passionist Earth & Spirit Center, the Barn at 1924 
Newburg Road.

Oct 5 (Wed) NOONTIME INTERFAITH MEDITATIONS. 
Every Wednesday from 12:30 to 12:50 at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Downtown. Weekly rotation includes Zen Buddhist 
silence, Lecto Divina, Vipassana Buddhist practices, and 
Creative Visualization. Visit http://paths2peace.org

Oct 5 (Wed) MAKE A DIFFERENCE. Hand in Hand Ministries at 
6:30PM. An informal one-hour introduction to their immersion 
trips and volunteer opportunities. Visit www.hhministries.com 

Oct 6 (Thurs) 10TH ANNIVERSARY DEMO AGAINST 
AFGHAN WAR. Washington, DC, Freedom Plaza. 
www.October2011.org

Oct 6 (Thurs) KENTUCKY HISPANIC AND IMMIGRANT 
NETWORKING SUMMIT. Facilitated by Kentucky Jobs 
with Justice. Share experiences, brainstorm issues, and 
strategize. Visit www.kyjuj.org

Oct 6 (Thurs) S.A.R.A. Sounds & Rhythms of Afghanistan. 
Kentucky Center for the Performing Arts at 8PM. Four of Asia’s 
most acclaimed musicians draw on centuries’ old heritages from 
throughout Central and South Asia. Visit www.kentuckycenter.org

Oct 7 (Fri) KEMPO KUJO: The Japanese Peace Constitution. 
The Crane House, at 6pm. Photographer Ash Woolson dis-
cusses the Japanese public’s commitment to pacifist govern-
ment. Photo exhibit on global responsibility and sustainability. 
Visit www.cranehouse.org

Oct 8 (Sat) FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION (FOR) 
INFORMATION BOOTH. All day during the Belknap Fall 
Arts and Music Festival, Douglas Loop. Learn more about our 
activities in Louisville. Visit www.belknapneighborhood.org  
and www.louisville-for.org

Oct 8 (Sat) DEADLINE FOR THE OCTOBER ISSUE OF 
FORsooth. Every second Monday. Contact Peter Fosl, editor, 
at 291-2506 or fpsol@me.com. Please email new or updated 
calendar listings to calendar.peace@gmail.com

Oct 9 (Sun) WALK FOR RECOVERY. Harbor Lawn at 
Waterfront Park, 3PM to 5PM. NAMI of Louisville. Help raise 
local mental health awareness. Visit www.namilouisville.org

Oct 9 (Sun) OLMSTED PARK VOLUNTEERS. Iroquois Park, 
9AM to Noon. Root out invasive plants, rebuild trails, renew 
structures and remove litter. Visit www.olmstedparks.org

Oct 11(Tues) GREEN CONVENE. Every second Tuesday at The 
Clifton Center, 6:30PM. Join residents and policymakers in 
examining ways to connect the health of our community with 
our environment. Visit www.greenconvene.org

Oct 11 (Tues) STEP UP FOR KIDS CONFERENCE. Kentucky 
Youth Advocates. Meet policymakers and experts in all areas 
of child well-being. Sessions provide in-depth information. 
Learn advocacy skills. Visit www.kyyouth.org

October 12 (Wed) SAK VID, PA KAMPE: An Empty Sack 
Does Not Stand Up. St. Francis High School at 7:30PM. With 
Agriculture Missions, Inc. Free, Short documentary film and 
discussion of the struggle for food sovereignty in Haiti since 
2010. See the film trailer at http://www.littleurl.net/8f2e5

Oct 12 (Wed) KENTUCKY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON 
LATIN AMERICAL AND THE CARIBBEAN (KITLAC). 
Every second Wednesday at Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, 
Winn Center. 7:30 PM. For more information, call David 
Horvath at 479-9262 or Pat Geier at 456-6586.

Oct 13 (Thurs) THE FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB. Every 
second Thursday of the month, for those interested in learning 
more about economic theories and public policy. 6:30 PM, 1838 
Frankfort Ave. For more information, contact John Miller at 
papajohn15@bellsouth.net

Oct 13 (Thurs) AMERICAN PALESTINE PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
FORUM (APPAF). Every second Thursday. A documentary 
film exploring the situation in Middle East will be presented. 

7 PM, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, Nelson Hall, Room 
119. For more information, call Bashar Masri, 773-1836.

Oct 14 (Fri) ANDALUCIA STYLE SPANISH DANCE. 
Flamenco Louisville at BLU Italian Grille, Downtown, 7–9PM. 
Every second Friday. Authentic flamenco music and dance. 
Spanish cuisine. Visit www.flamencolouisivlle.org

Oct 15 (Sat) PEAK OIL. Every 2nd Saturday, Main Library, 4th 
& York, Mezzanine, Boardroom. 9 AM. Call George Perkins, 
425-6645.

Oct 15 (Sat) GROWING FOOD AND COMMUNITY. 15 
Thousand Farmers, at Dismas St. Ann’s on Algonquin 
Pkwy, the 15th day each month. Share ideas and experiences 
about growing your own food. Taste samples. Visit 
www.15thousandfarmers.com

Oct 15 (Sat) PERUVIAN FESTIVAL. 1406 E. Washington Street, 
5PM to 9PM. The Peruvian Community of Louisville celebrates 
the Feast of “El Señor de los Milagros” with Peruvian dance 
and native food.

Oct 15 (Sat) NATURE WALK IN JEFFERSON FOREST. 
9:30AM to Noon. See leaves changing color and animals 
storing food for winter. Look for signs of animal preparations. 
Sharing experience for adults and small children. Visit www.
louisvilleky.gov/metroparks/jeffersonmemorialforest/

Oct 15 (Sat)  HEALTHY FOODS LOCAL FARMS 
CONFERENCE. Kentucky County Day School, 9AM to 
5:30PM. Co-sponsored by UofL. Featured speaker, Colin 
Beaven, author of “No Impact man.” Practical ideas. Locally 
grown food. Visit www.louisville.edu/sustainablity

Oct 16 (Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE. Every second Sunday. A 
remembrance of all those suffering from conflicts in the Middle 
East. Bring a sign. 5-6 PM, Bardstown Road at Douglass Blvd. 
Sponsored by LPAC (Louisville Peace Action Community). For 
more information, call Harold Trainer at 387-9490.

Oct 17 to 23 METRO LOUISVILLE GIVE A DAY. No act of 
kindness is too small. Paint a room, collect used clothing, serve 
a meal, or chose something else. Visit www.metrounitedway.org

Oct 18 (Tues) CLEAN WATER FOR LOUISVILLE. Louisville 
Water Tower, 5PM to 7PM. Learn the fascinating history of 
Louisville water and the processing of drinkable water. Call 
569-3600 x 2151 for more information.

Oct 20 (Thurs) THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH. Rudyard Kipling 
Restaurant, 11:30 AM. Allan Weiss and Terry Taylor will 
discuss their recent visit to Hiroshima and Allan’s Peace 
Postcards project. For more information, contact Jean Edwards 
at 458-8056 or edwardsfor@bellsouth.net or Cathy Ford at 
458-1223 or fordhoff@bellsouth.net

Oct 20 (Thu) GEORGE AND JEAN EDWARDS LECTURE-
SHIP, “Ministry in a World of Religious Difference: Hindu-
Christian Dialogue on Mission and Justice” with Anant Ram-
bachan, Professor of Religion, St. Olaf College.  Presbyterian 
Seminary, Caldwell Chapel, 7:00 pm.

Oct 20 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER HEALTH 
CARE. Every third Thursday, 5:30 PM. First Unitarian Church, 
809 South Fourth Street. Call Kay Tillow, 636-1551.

Oct 21 to 22 GREEN ADVANTAGE TRAINING. Associated 
Builders and Contractors on Taylor Avenue. Two Day training 
course on sustainable design and construction practices. Visit 
www.greenconvene.org

Oct 21 to 23 BLUEGRASS BIONEERS CONFERENCE. UofL. 
National and local speakers, workshops, and demonstrations 
of creative solutions. Visit www.louisville.edu/sustainablity

Oct 24 (Mon) WHERE SPIRIT MEETS ACTION: Working 
Together in Response to Climate. Bellarmine University at 7PM 
and Unitarian Universalist Church of Lexington on the 25th, 
with Kentucky Interfaith Power & Light. Featured speaker, Julia 
Butterfly Hill, author and activist. Learn practical methods of 
conservation and alternative energy. Visit www.kentuckyipl.org

Oct 25 (Tues) FREE NONPROFIT START-UP CLINIC. 
The Center for Nonprofit Excellence at 3:30PM. Learn the 
fundamental steps to forming a nonprofit organization. Avoid 
pitfalls. Visit www.cnpe.org 

Oct 26 (Wed) READ YOUR WAY AROUND THE WORLD. 
The Mayor’s Book Club, Main Public Library, Every third 
Wednesday, Noon to 1PM. See list of 50 titles at www.wfpl.
org. To find out what we are reading, call 574-1611.

Oct 27 (Thurs) NETWORK LUNCHEON, University Club, UofL, 
Noon. Every Fourth Thursday. Spirited and constructive dialogue 
on race relations in Louisville in a safe and inclusive environment. 
For reservations call, the UofL Office of Diversity at 852-5719.

Oct 27 (Thurs) FORsooth LABELING. Presbyterian Seminary,  
Nelson Hall, Room 10. 6:30 PM. Every fourth Thursday. We 
need volunteers! Many hands make light work, and the opposite 
is also true! So please join us if you can. Call 458-8056 for 
more information!

Oct 28 (Fri) SPIRITUAL MOVIE NIGHT. Unity of Louisville 
in the Chapel with Interfaith Paths to Peace and others at 7PM. 
Free and open to the public. Visit http://paths2peace.org

Oct 29 (Sat) FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION (FOR) 
INFORMATION BOOTH. All day during the Mighty Kind-
ness Harvest Hootenanny Festival at the Louisville Nature Center 
across from the Louisville Zoo. Pick up a free copy of Forsooth. 
Visit www.louisvillenaturecenter.org  and www.louisville-for.org

Oct 29 (Sat) NATURE HIKE IN JEFFERSON FOREST. 
9AM, about 3 hours. Every fourth Saturday. Interpretations 
of the natural word. Different topic each month. Visit www.
louisvilleky.gov/metroparks/jeffersonmemorialforest/

Oct 29 (Sat) WORLD PEACE COFFEEHOUSE. St. William 
Catholic Church, 7PM to 9PM. Hear singer-songwriter Michael 
Kessler. Coffee, tea & refreshments. Visit http://paths2peace.org

Oct 31 to Nov 11 PEACE & JUSTICE WEEKS: A New 
Conversation Around Equality. UofL. A series of events 
intended to engage participants in discussions about equality in 
our society today. Co-sponsored by the Muhammad Ali Center. 
Visit www.louisville.edu/sustainablity

Nov 1 to 7 ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF FAITHS. Local events 
and programs that promote understanding and cooperation 
among faiths and celebrate our diversity. Arts, music, lectures, 
discussions, and worship. Visit www.festivaloffaiths.org

(continued on page 7)


