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By Aukram Burton
Back in 2000 I wrote the following
In Education,” originally published in the
Kentucky Department of Education’s Equity
Division newsletter,
vol. 4, no. 3
(September 2000). It was published again
in 2001 in the Prichard Committee’s
newsletter Perspectives vol. 12, no. 6, p. 6.
I believe that this article, written over 12
years ago, continues to shine light on the
fact that skin color still makes you a suspect
in America and that the legacy of Jim Crow
“justice” toward people of color continues
to rear its ugly head across the nation.

Jim Crow laws perpetuated attitudes and

deeply rooted in our society, manifesting

-

divide plays out along racial and economic
lines, allowing stereotypes to become enpeople of color in cities large and small across

Endangered Species
— photo credit Aukram Burton

African American, Asian American, Latino

system, little effort is made to acknowledge
It makes you more likely to be stopped, more

economic status is very explicit and is a
to broaden our understanding of “racial

Driving While Black, Ken-
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discriminatory practice by police of treating
blackness (or brownness) as an indication

Aukram Burton is an award-winning
photographer and Equity and Inclusion
Specialist with the Jefferson County Public Schools. aukram.burton@jefferson.
kyschools.us.
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Joe Scarry runs the blog, “Scarry Thoughts” (http://joescarry.blogspot.com) and works
with the Know Drones project, www.KnowDrones.com.

By Polly Johnson and
David F. Johnson
-

women in Palestine and of biblical examples
for economic and career advancement,

Left to right: Doug Dicks, PC(USA) Regional Liaison, IPMN members Polly and
Dave Johnson of Louisville, KY

of college students and young people

a Palestinian perspective on engaging

ian population in general is supporting

David F. Johnson is a graduate of
McCormick Theological Seminary and has
been a tentmaker minister for most of his 49
years of ministry. Polly Johnson has taught
grade to college reading and study skills.
A just and secure peace in the Middle East
is the Johnsons’ passion.
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FOR’s Mission Statement
The Fellowship of Reconciliation seeks to replace violence, war,
racism and economic injustice with nonviolence, peace and justice.
We are an interfaith organization committed to active nonviolence as
a transforming way of life and as a means of radical change.
We educate, train, build coalitions, and engage in nonviolent and
compassionate actions locally, nationally, and globally.
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By Emily Brown

aid donors began to be concerned and asked

The graves of 8 Presbyterian pastors who were buried in the genocide memorial at Remera, a
town about an hour from Kigali.
— photo credit Emily Brown

Emily Brown

one of its newspapers called Kangwa

editor of Kangara

it would be basically a simple event during

As an outsider making a brief visit
extremist and racial ideology being pro-

-

-

a transitional government and considered
time Habyarimana negotiated an arms deal,
been released from prison and are now
coverage, many moderate Hutus continued
still necessary to advocate for peace and

purpose of promoting genocidal ideology

were persuaded to turn against and distrust

One of my students, a woman of about
-

Interestingly, two articles appeared
Kangwa predicting

Genocide memorial, Kigali
— photo credit Emily Brown
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Emily Brown teaches Spanish and
French as an adjunct at JCTC and works
as a volunteer in the Presbyterian Hunger
Program. A longer version of this article,
chronicling the history of Rwanda and the
genocide, appears on FORsooth’s web site,
www.FORsoothNewspaper.org.

By Phil Lloyd-Sidle
clean environment
need for people across our metropolitan
afforded all people regardless of age, race,

one person is disposable nor is one more
99 to 1: How Wealth Inequality Is Wrecking the World and What We Can
Do About It

All of life, in fact, is sacred and

Phil Lloyd-Sidle

fair treatment
individuals and families struggling against
are needlessly living as well as give voice
poverty, lives of promise neglected and

-

during sickness, accident, disability,
and old age
Phil Lloyd-Sidle, Pastor, James Lees
Memorial Presbyterian Church Coordinator,
Sowers of Justice Network. Contact the Sowers at: sowersofjusticenetwork@gmail.com.

movement of folk doing some very creative
facilitated by individuals from many

-

new coalition of people and groups

Bioneers is a leading national sustainability conference focused on
groundbreaking solutions for people and the planet.
The fourth annual Bluegrass Bioneers (Nov. 1st-4th at the UofL)
will combine world-changing visionary leaders from the national
Bioneers Conference in CA on the “big screen” with live local &
regional speakers, experts, and performances for an entertaining
and enriching event that encourages innovative, creative solutions
to help Louisville and the rest of the world build a more just and
sustainable society. This year, national plenaries include
Bill McKibben, Sandra Steingraber, and Paul Hawken and live
keynotes include Guy McPherson (author of “Walking Away from
Empire” and the blog “Nature Bats Last”) and Chris Martenson
(author of “The Crash Course”) among many others. Don’t miss this
inspiring and revelatory FREE 4-day event that includes inspiring
much more! www.BluegrassBioneers.org, ben@yert.com.

Southern Patriot,” August 26, at the KY Center for African American Heritage.
— photo credit Eddie Davis

FORsooth

The Louisville Media Reform Group
will be publishing articles in FORsooth in
a series called Media Matters. The Group
came together out of concern for the
widespread takeover of mainstream media
by a few multinational conglomerates,
resulting in the dumbing down of
programming and journalism.

By Polk Culpepper

By Josh Kauppila

MEDIa MattERS
independence, political bias, and freedom of

by CJ staff reporters (as well as far fewer
off-gassing of our

giants buy out more and more small media
outlets, business competition is eliminated,
not adequately informed of crucial issues
outlets in Louisville refuse to air a story,

but an active endeavor
pretending to be clever

increasing control, consolidation and public

increasing percentage of air time devoted

restricted to a reduced array of media opbut if one develops a picture

is absent, leading to decreased innovation

Consolidation of media poses substantial
dangers to individuals, communities and
international mega-corporations own and

reversed, losses to American freedom and

a wise tinkerer never discards any
component,

Polk Culpepper can be reached at
polk@insightbb.com.The Louisville Media
Reform Group includes Polk Culpepper, Ira
Grupper, Ruth Newman, Victoria Strange
and John Wilborn.

the shadows of culture. He grew up in
the northern reaches of the wild Upper
Peninsula of Michigan. He now types and
works and makes what music he can in the
woods of Maine.

-

cause it inevitably leads to issues of editorial

by Tom Louderback

manufacturing businesses are collapsing in
taxes, stricter environmental regulations and

In effect, our trade laws would be requir-

-

-

HUMaNE
power, and demand for products grows, and

economic problems related to its support of

Instead of rolling back our environmental
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By Jessie Clark

ugly and vast underbelly of American race

-

tion to create responsible gun-owners and to

-

Jessie Clark

Had James Holmes been screened for
mental illness before being given a gun

Jessie Clark is a freelance writer and
Assistant Editor of FORsooth. She can be
contacted at jessie.clark03@gmail.com.

ubiquitous, and sporadically murderous––

By Troubadours of Divine Bliss

folks in our community to come out and
and feature locally grown goodness in our

powered by solar energy! Come experience

community, leave a token of intention, and

vices of our eco-region in order to create

are free community unity celebrations of

tions were rising up to promote peace and
up to protect our local environment and
Aim Me Smiley & Renee Ananda are
the Troubadours of Divine Bliss, a musical
duo of female vocalists, accordion, and
guitar. The Troubadours of Divine Bliss
were named, “Best Folk Band” by the
Leo Weekly and New Orleans’s Offbeat
at www.troubadoursofdivinebliss.com.

Cynthia Fletcher (with son) and Carol Kraemer sang on August 28 in Metro Hall to celebrate
the unveiling of the Anne Braden portrait by Robert Shetterly, part of his Americans Who
Tell the Truth exhibit (at the Ali Center through November 11). Mayor Fischer spoke and
unveiled the portrait.
— photo credit: Eddie Davis
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Third Thursday Lunches
presented by the

Fellowship of Reconciliation &
Interfaith Paths to Peace
September 2012 to January 2013
October 18

Sister Mary Grenough, Louisville native and Maryknoll Missionary, will speak about
Burma/Myanmar, where she has worked for seven years serving people affected by
HIV/AIDS. She will talk about the cultural, political and economic realities of the
country, its geopolitical significance and their impact on the population. She previously
served in the Philippines for 35 years building community-based health care programs.

November 15

Ricky L. Jones, Professor, Dept. of Pan-African Studies (UofL) and Col. Kenton Buckner,
Deputy Chief of Police, LMPD will report from the Mayor’s Work Group on Violence
Reduction. In June, Mayor Greg Fischer impaneled a group of 37 civic, religious and
community leaders to recommend strategies for reducing violence in west Louisville
and harnessing community resources to revitalize the area. The work group’s report is
scheduled for release in October.

January 17

Richard Beliles, Chairperson of Kentucky Common Cause, will discuss the corrupting
influence of money in state and national politics, the Citizens United case and state
economic justice issues, especially as they relate to the upcoming session of the Kentucky
General Assembly. Common Cause’s mission is to promote good citizenship, and to
advocate open, honest, and accessible government.

ćF3VEZBSE,JQMJOHt8FTU0BL4USFFUt-PVJTWJMMF
#VČFU-VODIBUt1SFTFOUBUJPOTBU/PPOt
For reservations, contact Cathy Ford at 458-1223
or fordhoff@bellsouth.net or Polk Culpepper at 948-2077
or plok@insightbb.com
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A VETERAN’S QUEST FOR FREEDOM FROM
THE PAST

DEADLINE FOR THE NOVEMBER ISSUE OF
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-
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FORUM
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-
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every
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-

THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH
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