
munities are investing their money in safe, 

ethical and healthy endeavors. We know 

that to plunder and pillage our ecosystems, 

to poison people who can’t afford to move 

(and shouldn’t have to) and to completely 

disregard human safety is just wrong. En-

GRZPHQWV�DUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�SURYLGH�ÀQDQFLDO�
support for student’s futures; they shouldn’t 

be invested in climate change that is directly 

threatening future generations. 

Why aren’t we focused on switching 

our campuses and communities over to 

renewable energy or pressuring our elected 

RIÀFLDOV� WR�FKDQJH�SROLF\�DQG� UH�DOORFDWH�
subsidies to new, clean energy sources, 

you might ask. Well the answer is we 

are. Students are running these types of 

campaigns and are even investing our 

own monies through green fees to pay 

IRU� HIÀFLHQF\� DQG� UHQHZDEOH� HQHUJ\� RQ�
campus. We know that fossil fuel and other 

industries are pouring their money into the 

political system, and so this is also about 

making a statement. This is about sending 

a clear message to our universities and to 

fossil fuel companies: We think what you 

are doing to the planet and its inhabitants 

is morally reprehensible, and therefore, it 

is morally reprehensible for our schools to 

UHDS�WKH�EHQHÀWV�RI�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ��
Currently there are over $400 billion 

in campus endowments across our country. 

It is unclear how much of this money is 

invested in the fossil-fuel industry, but 

it is estimated to be around $15 billion 

invested in fossil-fuel extraction, burning, 

90
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By Cara Cooper

Chances are you have heard something 

about the current fossil-fuel divestment 

movement happening all across our country 

at over 260 colleges and universities. This 

number has grown from 40 campuses just 

last August, and is growing more every day. 

As I like to say, right now the divestment 

movement is “blowing up” (although, not 

in the sense of what is happening to our 

mountains). But why is it that we are seeing 

such a huge number of students becoming 

so passionate about divestment, and why is 

it happening now?

For those of you who are maybe 

not so familiar with divestment work, 

here is a quick run-down. All colleges 

and universities have money set aside as 

endowments. This is often money that has 

been donated to the school from alumni 

and foundations. The money is overseen by 

ÀQDQFLDO�DGYLVRUV��ZKR�LQYHVW�WKH�PRQH\�LQ�
SURÀWDEOH�HQGHDYRUV��DQG�WKH�VFKRRO�XVHV�
the return on their investments for basically 

anything that isn’t covered by tuition 

revenue. For decades, students have been 

advocating for endowment transparency 

and social responsibility in investments. 

The general idea is for investors to make 

as much money as possible and disregard 

what impact the investment might have 

on the planet or people. Divestment is the 

act of pulling monies out of a particular 

investment, usually for the purpose of being 

more ethical. This is not a new phenomenon, 

in fact it has been happening on campuses 

Students advocate university divestment from fossil fuels

Cara Cooper

quite successfully since the 1980s, when 

divestment was used to pull out money 

from companies that were aiding the South 

African Apartheid.  

So, why the sudden excitement over this 

work again? Two words: Climate Change. 

Students know that climate change is 

not only threatening our future, but it is 

threatening our present. We know it is about 

more than just rising temperatures and super 

storms, it is also about food insecurity, lack 

of access to basic necessities and the damage 

already being felt by frontline communities 

around the world, where fossil fuel extrac-

tion, processing, and burning is poisoning 

the air and water, and forever marring the 

landscape. So this is about more than just 

curbing the global temperature, it is about 

making sure that our campuses and com-

and processing companies. Historically 

there has been a high return on investment. 

This is changing. Fossil-fuel companies are 

on the way out, and are no longer a safe 

investment. Students know that it is not only 

more ethical to invest in renewable energy 

solutions, but it will soon prove to be wildly 

PRUH�SURÀWDEOH��,I�\RX�ORRN�WR�WKH�PDUNHWV�
you will see that in January 2013 100% of 

new electricity production came from the 

renewable sector. As more folks realize the 

urgency of transitioning our country this will 

only continue to rise. And where better to 

lead that transition, than in the places where 

new knowledge and technology is being 

created, our college campuses.  

“Great,” you might be thinking, “way 

to go students, but what does this have to 

do with me?” Well, there are lots of ways 

that non-students can help out in this effort. 

For one, alumni play a huge role in the 

divestment movement. Your alma mater 

looks to you as a source of income for 

their endowments. Write a letter and let 

them know that you won’t be donating if 

your money is going to funding fossil-fuel 

companies. Let them know you’d rather be 

investing in renewables and you’d gladly 

shell out a few bucks to make that happen. 

Another great way to get involved with 

fossil-fuel divestment is to push for it in other 

sectors. Colleges and universities aren’t the 

only communities investing in big, polluting 

companies; your city and even religious 

institutions might very well be playing a 

KRM client Viola Chakenya, originally of Burundi, and her daughters Precious (l) and 
Believe (r), pictured with Gwen Murphy from the church co-sponsorship team from 
St. Paul United Methodist Church that assisted the family.

By Philip Ardery

,W·V� EUHDN� WLPH�� WKH� ÀIWHHQ�PLQXWH�
intermission that bisects the three-hour 

morning English-as-a-second-language 

class at Kentucky Refugee Ministries 

(www.kyrm.org). I’m here as a volunteer 

teacher’s aide, and as students spill into the 

hallway, I strike up a conversation with a 

young Iraqi man whose comprehension and 

speech in the ESL exercises have marked 

him as more advanced in oral skills than 

most of his classmates. Unlike many clients 

at KRM, this man is quickly at ease with an 

American stranger. He served as interpreter 

for a consulting company working with U.S. 

Armed Forces and was based in Baghdad’s 

*UHHQ�=RQH��2Q�KLV�VPDUW�SKRQH��KH�VFUROOV�

Kentucky Refugee Ministries 
helps immigrants start a new life

quickly through scores of images and then 

stops at one, reverse pinching the screen to 

zoom into an image, where I see him dressed 

in full battle gear, standing at ease with his 

American comrades in arms. “I’m here on 

a special immigrant visa,” he explains.

Kentucky Refugee Ministries, with its 

PDLQ�RIÀFH�LQ�/RXLVYLOOH·V�+LJKODQGV�DQG�D�
VHFRQG�RIÀFH�LQ�/H[LQJWRQ��VHUYHV�UHIXJHHV�
as its main mission, but its success at resettle-

ment has made it the preferred arrival destina-

tion for multiple classes of non-Americans 

brought to the U.S. by the U.S. government. 

Refugees arrive at KRM through the agency 

of Church World Service (www.cwsglobal.

org) and Episcopal Migration Ministries 

(continued on page 6)
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FOR’s Mission Statement
The Fellowship of Reconciliation seeks to replace violence, war, 

racism and economic injustice with nonviolence, peace and justice. 
We are an interfaith organization committed to active nonviolence as 

a transforming way of life and as a means of radical change. 
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compassionate actions locally, nationally, and globally.

The Louisville Committee for Peace 
in the Middle East has fair trade, 
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750-liter bottles are $18.00. 
To order some, please call 

Polly Johnson at (502) 473-8435.

By Patricia Tull

Aldo Leopold wrote more than sixty 

\HDUV� DJR�� ´2QH� RI� WKH� SHQDOWLHV� RI� DQ�
ecological education is that one lives alone 

in a world of wounds.” 

I wonder what he would have thought 

to see the nearly 50,000 Americans who 

gathered by the White House Sunday—a 

crowd shining light on the earth’s wounds, a 

crowd amassed, quite literally, to help try to 

save life as we know it. The nation’s largest 

gathering for ecological sanity ever. Yet it 

ZDV�RQO\�RQH�ÀIWK�WKH�FURZG�WKDW�PDUFKHG�
on Washington half a century ago, when the 

Rev. Martin Luther King shared his dream 

for racial equality. 

,V� WKLV� VXFFHVV"�2U� LV� LW� WRR� IHZ�� WRR�
late? Will this crowd continue growing, large 

enough, fast enough? Will we, and all oth-

ers who research, and argue, and organize, 

and teach, and lobby, and invent, and farm, 

and fund, and write legislation, and create 

new business practices, and imagine new 

community structures, remember these days 

proudly? Will we relish them, as aging pastors 

now relish their freedom rides? We’ll see. 

It was a multicultural, multiracial, 

multigenerational moment. It was also 

a multistate effort, with the Center for a 

New American Dream stepping up to help 

make the Kentucky bus possible and even 

affordable. The 54 of us (plus 19 more in 

accompanying cars) ranged from twelve 

years old to, well, old enough to have been 

rallying for the past half century. We were 

students, teachers, writers, retirees. Some 

KDG�QHYHU�EHHQ�WR�'�&��2WKHUV�ZHUH�SURV��
boasting arrest records from more daring 

protests. Some had never marched; others 

came straight from an “I Love Mountains” 

event in Frankfort. Rolling out of a 

Lexington parking lot Saturday at dawn, 

ZH� LQWURGXFHG� RXUVHOYHV� EULHÁ\�� DQG� OHIW�
the rest for conversations en route. 

The next afternoon found several of us 

shivering happily a stone’s throw from the 

stage. At 11:30 we wondered where every-

$FWLYLVW�UHÀHFWV�RQ�'�&��&OLPDWH�5DOO\
one was. By 12:00 

the crowd was 

thick from Con-

stitution Avenue 

to the Washington 

Monument. Some 

carried wooden 

ZLQGPLOOV��2WKHUV�
wore polar bear 

hats or gas masks, 

or carried signs 

saying “Don’t be 

a fossil fool” or 

“There is no planet B,” or simply “For-

ward on Climate.” Much was said from 

the stage—here are some of the highlights:

The Rev. Lennox Yearwood, president 

of the Hip-Hop Caucus, compared this march 

WR�WKH������RQH��VD\LQJ��́ 7KH\�ZHUH�ÀJKWLQJ�
IRU�HTXDOLW\��ZH�DUH�ÀJKWLQJ�IRU�H[LVWHQFH�µ

Bill McKibben, 350.org’s founder, 

noted: “We shouldn’t have to be here—

science should have decided our course 

long ago. But it takes a movement to stand 

up to all that money.” 

Chief Jacqueline Thomas, past Chief of 

the Saik’uz First Nation in British Columbia, 

emphasized the damage to communities, 

lands, and waters in the tar sands region 

where oil is being extracted, harm that “can 

no longer be Canada’s dirty secret.” 

Senator Sheldon Whitehouse of Rhode 

Island spoke of Congress sleepwalking 

through the crisis, calling the President a 

man “who has found his voice on climate 

change.” He continued, “We are going to help 

%DUDFN�2EDPD�ZLQ�WKLV�ÀJKW�DQG�PDNH�WKLV�
right … and we are going to look down the 

hallways of history and say, “Yes we did!’”

Van Jones, the former green jobs czar, 

said more forebodingly that if the Keystone 

XL pipeline from Canada to the U.S. goes 

through—a massive, carbon-rich project 

that the President can reject with a stroke of 

KLV�SHQ³WKH�ÀUVW�WKLQJ�LW�ZLOO�UXQ�RYHU�ZLOO�
QRW�EH�IDUP�ODQGV��EXW�2EDPD·V�FUHGLELOLW\��
“Keystone is the only presidential decision 

anyone will care about in twenty years.” 

These were as close as the speakers 

came to King’s melodious speech. But in 

a nation now saturated with strategic sound 

bites, clarion calls come in other ways. If 

the voices of thousands of scientists don’t 

sound clearly enough for American ears, 

perhaps nature’s many thunderous warnings 

ZLOO³GHUHFKR�DQG�GURXJKW��ÀUH�DQG�ÁRRG��
torrent and tornado, Sandy and snowstorm. 

Before the rally, four of us had visited 

the MLK Memorial on the tidal basin. I told 

my twelve-year-old friend Abigail I hoped 

she would recall this day as proudly to her 

grandchildren as those who marched in 1963 

have to theirs. What he once dreamed is now 

engraved in stone, and in hearts: “The end 

we seek is a society at peace with itself, a 

society that can live with its conscience.” I 

thought about my math teacher in Austin, 

Texas, who shared with King nothing but 

the mutual name “Luther,” who on April 

��������UHMRLFHG�RXW�ORXG�WR�WKLUW\�KRUULÀHG�
eighth graders, black and white, saying he got 

what he deserved. I wondered if Mrs. Luther 

lived long enough or well enough to repent. 

But perhaps it’s enough that history is 

outliving her. What a world we have come 

to now, where an African-American pastor 

can call this moment more critical than the 

moment before his birth that altered his 

life’s path. What a world, where an African-

American activist can challenge an African-

American president to live up to inaugural 

words. If longstanding bigotries can change, 

unleashing powerful lives, surely we can 

change our mundane fuel sources. 

2Q�WKH�ULGH�KRPH��EHIRUH�GULIWLQJ�RII�
to our own dreams, several suggested news 

headlines they hoped to see, mostly along 

the lines of “The Power Shifts,” as Bill 

0F.LEEHQ�SXQJHQWO\�SXWV�LW��,Q�D�EXV�ÀOOHG�
with passionate environmental advocates, it 

was easier to hope. I pray this hope grows 

and spreads, and that tomorrow’s ecologists 

will live in a world healed of its many 

wounds, where we know the value not only 

of all humans but of all creation.

Patricia Tull is A.B. Rhodes Professor 
Emerita of Old Testament at Louisville Pres-
byterian Seminary. She is a Climate Reality 
presenter and author of “Inhabiting Eden: 
Christians, the Bible, and the Ecological 
Crisis” (Westminster John Knox, 2013).

$QDO\]LQJ�WKH�,VUDHOL�3DOHVWLQLDQ�&RQÁLFW
by Phyllis Bennis

Tuesday, April 16 at 7:00 p.m.

Frazier Hall, Bellarmine University

Free and Open to the Public

Phyllis Bennis is a Fellow at the Institute for 
Policy Studies, and one of the founders of the 

U.S. Campaign to End Israeli Occupation
She appears regularly on U.S. and international media 

including The Lehrer News Hour on PBS, National Public 
Radio, BBC, al-Jazeera, and CNN International

Patricia Tull



April 2013 Page 3

by Amber G. Duke

More than 200 voices from all corners 
of the commonwealth echoed in Frankfort’s 
Capitol Rotunda to rally for statewide 
anti-discrimination protections for LGBT 
Kentuckians and anti-bullying measures to 
protect all of Kentucky’s students.

The February 20th Fairness Rally 
and Lobby Day was organized by the 

Fairness Coalition—a collaboration of 
the American Civil Liberties Union of 
Kentucky, Fairness Campaign, Kentucky 
Commission on Human Rights, Kentucky 
Fairness Alliance and Lexington Fairness. 
Students and residents from across the 
commonwealth joined the coalition. Those 
gathered called for passage of statewide 
anti-discrimination laws sponsored by Sen. 
Kathy Stein (D-Lexington) and Rep. Mary 
Lou Marzian (D-Louisville). 

Two bills, Senate Bill 28 and House 
Bill 171, would amend the Kentucky Civil 
Rights Act to include “sexual orientation” 
and “gender identity” among other classes 
of individuals protected from discrimination 
in employment, housing and public accom-
modations. Rep. Marzian’s anti-bullying/
harassment law, House Bill 377, “The Sam 
Denham and Miranda Campbell Stand Up 
for All Students Act,” would include lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender students 
among protected classes. 

Faith Leaders for Fairness started the 
day early with a prayer breakfast in the 
capitol annex. Later, Fairness supporters 
lobbied legislators in small teams and 
helped deliver more than 11,000 constituent 
postcards advocating passage of the 
Fairness and anti-bullying/harassment laws. 
A raucous rally was held in the Capitol 
Rotunda in the afternoon. 

Vicco Mayor Johnny Cummings spoke 
at the rally alongside representatives from 
Eastern Kentucky Fairness, Bereans for 

by Tom Louderback

When the late and former Metro 

Council Member Judy Green was brought 

before the Metro Ethics Commission in 

2011, she was obviously very angry. Was her 

DQJHU�MXVWLÀHG"�7KH�PHGLD�GLGQ·W�WKLQN�VR�
2Q� RQH� KDQG�� WKH� PHGLD� FRYHUDJH�

depicted her as a corrupt politician in denial 

about her own corruption. She didn’t express 

remorse. That was true enough. Maybe she 

would have survived the complaints against 

her by publicly apologizing. Consider 

that the amount of money involved was 

comparatively small.

At times, I wondered whether Green 

was being disciplined as a public example. 

Maybe her discipline was intended partly 

as a warning to others whose abuses were 

not detected. Green obviously believed her 

punishment was too harsh. I suspected that 

perception was the real cause of her public 

anger. That’s how I personally interpreted 

what I read in the newspaper, anyway.

In response to the media, Green 

complained in public about latent racism. 

6KH�ZDV�QRW�YHU\�VSHFLÀF�DERXW�LW��WKRXJK��
Her supporters demonstrating outside the 

Metro Council building also complained 

about latent racism and a double standard. 

They didn’t elaborate, either. The media 

merely reported the demonstrators’ words 

The rest of the story about Judy Green
verbatim. The reporters didn’t offer context 

or analysis.

It seemed to me that their coverage of 

the Green demonstrators pandered to readers 

and viewers who instinctively believe 

that complaints of racism and bigotry are 

paranoia. I thought the media coverage of 

Green’s side of the story probably would 

have been different if Rev. Louis Coleman 

or Anne Braden were still around.

Just imagine the difference they might 

have made. Coleman probably would have 

joined the demonstrators for Green. Either 

or both of them might have written op-eds 

to the newspaper about Green’s plight in 

the context of latent racism.

When the media wasn’t depicting 

Green as a corrupt politician, they depicted 

her as a petty demagogue playing the race 

card to distract us from her corruption. 

7KDW�GHSLFWLRQ�ZDV�YHU\�VXSHUÀFLDO��LI�\RX�
ask me. I’m willing to believe there was 

a compassionate side of Green, like the 

person described in the eulogies to her last 

February. She was a people-person by all 

accounts—just have a look at Gracie Lewis’ 

remembrance of Green in the March issue 

RI�)25VRRWK�
Let’s try a little harder to understand 

what Green and her supporters were saying.

In How Institutions Think, cultural 

anthropologist Mary Douglas described 

the “reluctant racist” institution. These 

are institutions that intend to be fair and 

unbiased; and yet discriminatory behaviors 

are evident.

Douglas adds, “This is the most 

pervasive form of racism and also the hardest 

to challenge. Reluctant racism occurs due to 

mistaken stereotypes, biases, or prejudices 

that are acted out in an unthinking manner 

or through policies, practices, or procedure 

of institutions that have a disproportionately 

negative impact on Blacks.

´2IWHQ�WKDW�EHKDYLRU�LV�PRWLYDWHG�E\�
non-race based reasons (e.g. economics). 

Because of this non-racial motivation, 

individuals leading and managing 

institutions often do not believe that their 

institution is being racist.”

Maybe Green saw the Metro Council’s 

ethics process as this kind of reluctant 

racist institution. Their ethics process is 

REYLRXVO\�IXOO�RI�ÁDZV�DQG�ZHDNQHVVHV��7KH�
Code of Ethics is pretty short, only about 

one-fourth as long as the written code that 

applies to Metro Government employees. 

Anonymous complaints against Metro 

Council members are not accepted. The 

Metro Ethics Commission is not allowed 

the power to subpoena witnesses. And 

besides, the Ethics Commission operates on 

a shoestring budget. They share employees 

with the Human Resources Department.

It almost seems like the Metro Council’s 

ethics process does more to protect Council 

members from ethics complaints than it does 

to promote ethical behavior.  

Some Council members have lamented 

to the media that too many of the ethics 

complaints received by the Ethics Com-

mission are politically motivated. Maybe 

there are too many such complaints, indeed.

2U��FRXOG�LW�EH�WKDW�WKH�QRQ�SROLWLFDO�FRP-

plaints are too few? Suppose the non-political 

complainants are intimidated by the political 

power of the Metro Council or discouraged 

E\�WKH�ÁDZV�LQ�WKHLU�HWKLFV�SURFHVV�
Several questions come to mind in 

WKDW�FDVH��'RHV�WKLV�ÁDZHG�SURFHVV�WHQG�WR�
discourage complaints based on the status 

and power of the suspect? Is that effect 

disproportionate by race? Might a process 

that panders to power also indulge latent 

racism? When does favoritism become 

latent racism?

Green and her supporters gave us plenty 

to think about. Even though their complaints 

ZHUH� QRW� YHU\� VSHFLÀF�� WKH� XQGHUO\LQJ�
message needs to be heard. 

Tom Louderback is a volunteer for 
FORsooth and Common Cause/ Kentucky. 
He is also a member of the Louisville 
Friends Meeting. 

Amber Duke

Demonstrators at the Fairness Rally in the Capitol building.

Hundreds rally for Fairness in Frankfort
Fairness, elected state representatives and 
students representing several different 
Kentucky cities and towns. Mayor 
Cummings and the Vicco City Commission 
recently passed a local Fairness ordinance, 
protecting the small Appalachian town’s 
334 residents from discrimination, making 
it the smallest municipality in America 
with a Fairness law. Covington, Lexington 
and Louisville have also passed Fairness 
ordinances in Kentucky. 

Here are just a few of the rally’s 
quotable moments:

Johnny Cummings, Vicco, KY Mayor: 
“Like our city attorney Eric Ashley said the 
day our Fairness law passed, ‘We believe 
everyone deserves the opportunity for life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Fairness 
is a Kentucky value, a Vicco value, and one 
of our most American values.’”

Ada Smith, Whitesburg, KY resident: 
“It shouldn’t be that much of surprise that 
Eastern Kentucky and Appalachia are 
helping lead the way for Fairness in our 
commonwealth. Organizing and social 
justice have long been on the forefront of 
Appalachian culture, with small grassroots 
movements. Sometimes, it takes a small, 
close-knit community like Vicco to lead 
the way on treating every single person 
with the dignity and respect they deserve.” 

Judith Faulkner, Bereans for Fairness: 
“Just a few weeks ago our mayor announced 
he signed an executive order banning LGBT 
discrimination in city employment! We’re 
not there yet, but we’ve come this far because 
Bereans for Fairness have persevered, even 
in the face of opposition and complacency. 
If we wish to see Kentucky retain its title 
as our southern civil rights leader, we must 
DOO�SHUVHYHUH�WRJHWKHU��7RJHWKHU�ZH�¿JKW��
Together we stand!”

Jade Glore, Louisville Manual High 
School student: “I, and the students around 
me, am here to plead with Kentucky law-
makers to save our friends. We have lost 
too many young people to suicide brought 
on by prejudicial bullying and harassment 
at school.”

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J i m  Wa y n e , 
(D-Louisville), House District 35: “What 
you are asking for today is very simple: 
that is that all Kentuckians be treated with 
respect and dignity. When you meet with 
your legislators, tell him or her your personal 
stories of discrimination and hardship. It is 
only through talking with each other and 
sharing stories that we can change hearts 
and minds.”

Fairness Coalition leaders in Frankfort 
touted Fairness not only as a human rights 
issue, but as an economic issue as well. 
Fairness is good for business. 100 % of 
Fortune 500 companies headquartered in 
Kentucky have inclusive, non-discrimination 
policies, as well as the top 25 manufacturers 
DQG�VXSSRUW�VHUYLFH�¿UPV��7KHVH�SROLFLHV�
keep businesses competitive by ensuring 
that they hire and retain only the most 
hardworking, talented individuals, based 
on skill and experience instead of factors 
that are irrelevant to their ability to do the 
job. Just as corporate non-discrimination 
policies keep these businesses competitive, 
a local Fairness ordinance would help keep 
municipalities’ industries competitive.

The movement toward Fairness in 
Kentucky is gaining steam across the 
commonwealth. According to a recent 
survey by the Schapiro Group, 83% of 
Kentuckians support anti-discrimination 
Fairness protections, and 87% support a 
stronger anti-bullying/harassment law. In 
November 2012, grassroots movements 
for Fairness began in Bowling Green, 
Elizabethtown and Shelbyville, joining 
those already under way in Berea and 
Richmond. In the weeks since the passage 
of Fairness in Vicco, the ACLU of Kentucky 
has received inquiries from residents and 
social justice leaders in more than ten 
different communities who want to know 
how they can “be like Vicco.”

This grassroots momentum could lead 
to a historic moment in the 2013 General 
$VVHPEO\�� ³:H� PLJKW� JHW� WKH� ¿UVW� HYHU�

hearing on the anti-discrimination Fairness 
law in House Judiciary this year,” Fairness 
Campaign director Chris Hartman said. 
“That’s really what we’re gunning for. 
Even if it’s an informational-only hearing, 
LW� ZRXOG� EH� WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH� WKH\¶YH� HYHU�
discussed the bill on the record.”

Amber G. Duke is Communications 
Manager of the ACLU of Kentucky, amber@
aclu-ky.org, www.acluo-ky.org. 

role in this cycle. Stand in solidarity with 

us and demand they also divest. Maybe we 

won’t cause the fall of these unsustainable, 

unethical companies, but together we can 

KLW�WKHP�LQ�WKH�SRFNHWERRN��2XU�PRYHPHQW�
is strong but we need your voice, and the 

voices of your friends, to build the power 

we need to win.

Cara Cooper is the state organizer 
for the Kentucky Student Environmental 
Coalition and earned her Master’s degree 
in Environmental Science from Florida 
International University. She lives in 
Lexington, Kentucky, and can be contacted 
at KSEC.Cara@SEAC.org

Divestment
(continued from page 1)
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By Martina N. Kunnecke

Even after decades of post–urban 

renewal destruction, Louisville’s oldest 

neighborhoods still possess some of the 

best vintage structures in town. East of 9th 

Street and in other cities, these buildings 

would be prime candidates for reuse. In 

West Louisville, they are undervalued and 

at great risk. 

At the same time, it is the urban core that 

has the most pressing need for the housing 

and commercial operations that disappeared 

with urban renewal. This inaptly named 

movement has decimated cities through 

demolition and shoddy redevelopment, all 

in the name of progress. Long-time residents 

recall the days when they could walk into 

the Dutch Maid on 18th Street for a summer 

ice cream or drop their laundry at the dry 

cleaner just a block away. Younger citizens 

ZRXOG�PRYH�ZHVW��LI�WKH\�FRXOG�ÀQG�D�ORIW�
apartment, a choice of restaurants and a 

culture found in West Louisville yesterday 

and in the re-emerging neighborhoods east 

of 9th today.

Ironically, these two groups—so 

different in many ways—both clamor for 

the urban life. Yet, despite its architectural 

potential, bit by bit, urban Louisville is being 

leveled and redesigned, often by owners 

and developers living on its outskirts or 

even further away. Sadly, they destroy and 

EXLOG�WR�VXLW�WKHLU�SURÀW�DJHQGD�DQG�VXEXUEDQ�
aesthetic, and not to satisfy market demand.

Consequently, the urban core is losing 

the architectural infrastructure that once 

supported the “walk-able” communities 

that were actually the precursors to the 

sustainable neighborhoods to which we 

now aspire.

Be it shotgun homes, Victorian 

mansions, corner stores or old warehouses, 

the repurposing of existing building 

stock represents the “cutting edge of 

community development.” Because they 

exist already, with rehab they can quickly 

restore the physicality and subsequently the 

functionality to old neighborhoods, with 

added better results. As Griff Davenport 

noted in his article “Embracing Adaptive 

Reuse,”  “When effectively restored and 

reused, these features can bring about 

substantial energy savings. Taking into 

account historic buildings’ original climatic 

adaptations, today’s sustainable technology 

can supplement inherent sustainable 

features without compromising unique 

historic character.” 

West Louisville structures fall prey to “predatory ownership”

Martina N. Kunnecke

Yet, at a pace reminiscent of urban 

renewal decades ago, West Louisville 

continues to be a prime target for 

destruction—rather than rehabs. Why and 

to what end?

When the primary objective is to 

H[WUDFW�DV�PXFK�SURÀW�IURP�D�FRPPXQLW\��
with as little investment as possible, some 

property owners are degrading, rather than 

rebuilding a neighborhood. This tendency 

is not uncommon, but in West Louisville 

it seems the rule rather than the exception.

Demolition by Neglect 
and Design: A Study in 
“Predatory Ownership”

The term “demolition by neglect,” 

describes when property owners do not 

maintain and repair structures to prevent 

catastrophic decline.  Sometimes this is 

a by-product of unsettled estate issues or 

ÀQDQFLDO� SUREOHPV� RI� ORQJ�WHUP� RZQHUV���
Since 2008, foreclosures have driven many 

from their homes who unaware that they 

remain the owner of record because the 

banks that threatened them with foreclosure 

have never formally accepted responsibility. 

These homes are in limbo and are neglected 

by the banks and the ill-informed owners 

they drove away.

However, the most disturbing trend is 

one where owners intentionally purchase 

and neglect property to facilitate decline 

and essentially create justification for 

demolition.  This practice is evident all 

over town but rampant in West Louisville, 

where many institutions, developers 

and individual property owners commit 

“demolition by neglect and design” with 

some regularity.  These property owners 

KDUERU� KRSHV� IRU� ELJ� SURÀWV� IURP�YDFDQW�
lots that they can eventually sell or lease 

for new development.  The evolution of a 

blighted property could occur as follows:

3KDVH� ��� 2ZQHUV� IURP� RXWVLGH� WKH�
community purchased property for bargain 

prices because the neighborhood is 

undervalued.

3KDVH� ��� 2ZQHUV� FROOHFW� UHQW� �RIWHQ�
high), as long as they can attract renters with 

promises to make improvements, which 

never materialize. 

Phase 3. The pattern of neglect even-

tually results in larger problems. Leaky 

roofs worsen, cracked windows are broken 

completely, inviting the forces of nature 

to accelerate decline. When property is 

no longer rentable because of disrepair, 

QHLJKERUV�FRPSODLQ��XQNHPSW�\DUGV�ÁRXU-
ish, vandalism occurs and neighborhood 

property values plummet. Health and safety 

concerns become the issue. An owner ig-

nores the mounting pile of citations from 

the city inspectors, which the city cannot 

enforce due to its strapped budget.

Phase 4. The owner is able to acquire a 

demolition permit to rid the neighborhood 

of the “eyesore,” and destruction is carried 

RXW�SLHFHPHDO��DV�WKH�RZQHU�LV�DEOH�WR�ÀQG�
buyers for the salvage from the demolition. 

There are variations on this scenario, 

but the core elements of predatory 

ownership remain similar and the end result 

rarely varies: neighbors endure declining 

SURSHUW\�YDOXHV��FULPH��URGHQWV�DQG�ÀQDOO\�
the dust and possible dangers associated 

with the gradual, piecemeal demolition site 

one often sees west of 9th Street.

A review of the current Metro demolition 

list, available on the Metro website, reveals 

that nearly all these properties marked for 

destruction are in West Louisville.  Further 

evidence of this troubling inequity was the 

FLW\·V������́ ZRUVH�ODQGORUGVµ�OLVW��UHÁHFWLQJ�
those owing thousands of dollars in liens 

DQG�ÀQHV�EHFDXVH�RI�SURSHUW\�QHJOHFW��7KH�
worse offenders were owners who owned 

multiple parcels in West Louisville yet 

resided in suburban neighborhoods, or the 

out of state banks holding the mortgage. 

With few exceptions, the vast majority of 

owners were located far away from the 

blight they had caused through negligence.

With ownership, comes responsibility. 

Those that shirk those obligations undermine 

the neighborhood’s integrity and future. 

Committing willful demolition by neglect 

and intimidating a community with 

“eyesores” of their own making is an abuse 

of “property rights,” and a direct assault on 

the communities they degrade. 

What can we do?
Insist that neighborhood plans, 

preservation designations, Cornerstone 

2020 and the Land Development Code be 

honored or enforced—especially where 

“demolition by neglect and design” is clear.

Support citizens’ advocacy efforts to 

ensure the above. Write letters, send emails, 

make a phone or be at the public forum. 

The smallest effort by the many can make 

a difference.

Support Metro’s efforts to expedite the 

transfer of neglected property to those who 

will invest in rehabs and improvements.

Question the use of public funds for 

demolition of buildings that could be 

remodeled for re-use.

Support the full enforcement of the 

laws intended to protect property and by 

extension our sense of place and quality 

of life.

Finally, it is important to recognize 

that one of the unfortunate consequences 

of merger is suburban decision-makers are 

now dictating the future of the urban core. 

A freelance writer, researcher and 
lay historian, Martina Kunnecke is an 
advocate for social and environmental 
justice.  She is also President of Neighbor-
hood Planning and Preservation (NPP), a 
volunteer, metro-wide grassroots advocacy 
JURXS� ZLWK� QR� JRYHUQPHQWDO� DIÀOLDWLRQ���
NPP works to strengthen neighborhoods’ 
role in processes that affect their quality 
of life.  Ms. Kunnecke may be contacted 
at nppkentuckiana@gmail.com.

By Scott Houchin

The Newtown shooting last December 

was shocking, even for a Colorado boy. 

Colorado has twice before been the scene 

of similar horrors—Columbine and Aurora. 

Now, we have another one—actually 

ZH�KDYH�WZR�PRUH��3RUWODQG��25�DV�ZHOO�
as Connecticut. However, no matter how 

many times one of these horrors occurs, 

Columbine always comes to my mind most 

vividly. The world reacted to the Columbine 

tragedy in a large way—there were even 

large national anti-gun rallies at the state 

capital in Denver.  

I attended these rallies, and nothing was 

as haunting as watching Tom Mauser, the 

father of Daniel Mauser, tearfully describing 

how his son Daniel was shot in the face with 

an automatic weapon at the age of 16 by Eric 

Harris, Daniel’s teenage classmate. From 

the steps of the state capital he reminded 

us that automatic weapons are not used for 

deer hunting, and that protection of hunting 

rights was in no way a legitimate cause for 

WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�RI�VXFK�GHYDVWDWLQJ�ÀUHDUPV�
Tom went on to become a passionate 

activist for gun control in this country.  He 

has traveled all over the nation and started 

D� JURXS� FDOOHG� &RORUDGR� &HDVHÀUH�� +H�
continues to lead the struggle nationwide 

alongside other victims from the growing 

list of senseless shootings.

So, why and how do kids get their 

hands on thousands of rounds of ammo 

and automatic guns? As we all know, 

the NRA is one of the strongest lobbying 

JURXSV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��2QO\����GD\V�DIWHU�
the Columbine shooting, the NRA came 

to Denver for a scheduled annual national 

convention. The Mayor of Denver at that 

time, Wellington Webb, strongly requested 

���\HDUV�DIWHU�&ROXPELQH��JXQ�
violence still takes a heavy toll

that the NRA not have their convention in 

his city (Denver) at that time out of respect 

for the victims, their families and the city. 

Mayor Webb even offered to cover the cost 

of the convention if the NRA would relocate, 

EXW� WKH� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� LJQRUHG� KLV� RIÀFLDO�
request and held the convention anyway.  

In short, the NRA intentionally ignored 

the pleas of a grieving city with the whole 

world watching. It kind of lets us know 

where we stand with the NRA—they (the 

NRA) are going to do what they want, when 

they want to do it, and where they want to 

do it, and there is nothing you and I can 

do about it. 

2XWVLGH� WKH� 15$� FRQYHQWLRQ� ZDOOV��
thousands of protestors gathered to voice 

their concerns, grief and desire for the obvi-

ous—the need for gun violence prevention. 

1999 was a devastating year for Denver, 

Colorado, and the country. Now, over a 

decade later, the violence hasn’t abated. 

As I stood with thousands of other 

protesters on the steps of the Colorado state 

capital back in 1999, Tom Mauser brought 

us to tears with the story of his son Daniel. 

It was a cold day, but towards the end of 

the protest the folk singer Cheryl Wheeler 

WRRN�WKH�VWDJH��7KH�ÀQDO�OLQH�RI�KHU�VRQJ��
“If It Were Up to Me,” goes like this: “If it 

were up to me—I’d take away the guns.” 

She is right. She wrote that song in 1997, 

and it rings as true today as it did back then. 

How many more have to die before we take 

away the guns?

Scott Houchins is a former Louisvillian, 
Paddlewheeler, a longtime member of 
the FOR and a frequent contributor 
to FORsooth. He can be contacted at 
sparky9cougar@comcast.net.

&DOHQGDU (continued from back page)

volunteers! Many hands make light work, and the opposite is also true! So please join us if you 

can. Call 451-5658 for more information.

Apr 20 (Sat) EARTH DAY IN RED ORCHARD PARK. Shelbyville, KY, 10Am to 4PM. Critters, 

bugs, geocache trail, free paper shredding, pony rides and e-cycling. Live music by the Ye Merrie 

Melodious Dulcimers. For more information, contact clearcreektrailblazers@hotmail.com. 

Apr 21 (Sun) MY BROTHER MARVIN. Louisville Palace, 3:30PM & 7PM. Candid story to Marvin 

Gay’s life with Music. Visit www.louisvillepalace.com

Apr 21 (Sun) BE THE CHANGE COMMUNITY CONCERT.Peace Education Program’s 30th 

anniversary Celebration at First Unitarian Church,4PM to 5:30PM. With Cynthia Fletcher, Harry 

Pickens, John Gage, JD Green, Carol Kraemer and Dawne Gee. Call 589-6583 for more information.

Apr 22 (Mon) NEHEMIAH ACTION ASSEMBLY. Join hundreds of people from 19 diverse Louis-

YLOOH�FRQJUHJDWLRQV�WR�XUJH�RXU�SXEOLF�RIÀFLDOV�DQG�EXVLQHVV�OHDGHUV�LQ�SHUVRQ�WR�FRPPLW�WKHPVHOYHV�
WR�FRPPXQLW\�DFWLRQ��7KLV�\HDU·V�IRFXV�LV�´IDLU�ÀQDQFHV�IRU�DOO�IDPLOLHV�µ�9LVLWZZZ�FORXWN\�RUJ

Apr 22 (Mon) COMPASSIONATE LOUISVILLE. Town Hall Meeting, Noon to 2PM, at the 

Animal Adoption Center. Discuss our progress towards creating a compassionate city. For more 

information 214-7322. 

Apr 23 (Tues) FREE NON-PROFIT START UP CLINIC�&HQWHU�IRU�1RQSURÀW�([FHOOHQFH������30��
Learn the fundamentals. Pitfalls to avoid. Visit www.cnpe.org

Apr 25 (Thurs) ISLAND PRESIDENT. The Muhammad Ali Center, 5:30PM. Film about President 

Mohamed Nasheed’s effort to restore democracy to the Maldives and keep the island from sinking 

into the sea. Visit http://alicenter.org

Apr 28 (Sun) THE LOUISVILLE NATURE CENTER. Annual Gardenaganza offers native plants, 

herbs, vegetables and rain barrels. Visit www.louisvillenaturecenter.org

Apr 29 to Jun 2 MERTON AND THE DALAI LAMA. Thomas Merton Center, Bellarmine, Monday 

through Friday. An exhibit of artifacts relating to Merton’s historic1968 meeting with the Dalai 

Lama. Visit http://merton.org

May 14 to 19 FESTIVAL OF FAITHS. Sacred Silence: Pathway to Compassion. In preparation for 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s visit to Louisville. Visit http://festivaloffaiths.org

OUT OF TOWN
Apr 11 to 12 CATHOLIC CHARITES USA: REGIONAL CONVENING. Dale Hallow Lake 

State Resort, Burkesville, KY. Network and develop skills in advocacy and organizing. Visit 

http://cclou.org

Apr 19 to 21 ECONOMIC TRANSITION IN APPLACHIA. Kentuckians For The Commonwealth in 

Prestonsburg, KY, Two day conference. Examine the alternatives to coal mining. Visit www.kftc.org

Apr 20 (Sat) EARTH DAY IN RED ORCHARD PARK. Shelbyville, KY, 10Am to 4PM. Critters, 

bugs, geocache trail, free paper shredding, pony rides and e-cycling. Live music by the Ye Merrie 

Melodious Dulcimers. For more information, contact clearcreektrailblazers@hotmail.com.
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RIÀFH�DW�WKH�.HQWXFN\�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�%RDUG�
of Commissioners January meeting. His 

term will expire September 12, 2015. He 

replaces Alma Louise Randolph Patton of 

2ZHQVERUR��ZKRVH�WHUP�H[SLUHG�
Commissioner Brown has been an 

activist for civil and human rights in 

2ZHQVERUR�VLQFH�WKH�HDUO\�����V��$�ORFDO�
and statewide leader of the NAACP, he 

XVHG�KLV�LQÁXHQFH�WR�FDOP�UDFLDO�WHQVLRQV�
after a riot in 1968 caused police to patrol 

heavily in black neighborhoods. He fought 

IRU�PRUH�KLULQJ�RI�PLQRULWLHV�LQ�2ZHQVERUR�
city government, which resulted in the hiring 

RI�WKH�FLW\·V�ÀUVW�EODFN�ÀUHÀJKWHU�LQ�������
Brown and the NAACP addressed 

threats and racist protests toward black coal 

miners in Western Kentucky. He helped 

������� 2ZHQVERUR� UHVLGHQWV� UHVLVW� D� .X�
Klux Klan march by wearing yellow ribbons 

that indicated their city stood for unity rather 

than division. He helped the Daviess County 

Board of Education recruit minority teachers 

DQG�RUJDQL]HG�VFKRODUVKLSV�DQG�ÀHOG�WULSV�
for area youth. Brown is an inductee of the 

Kentucky Civil Rights Hall of Fame.

The Kentucky Commission on Human 

Rights is the state authority that enforces 

the Kentucky and United States Civil Rights 

acts, which make unjust discrimination 

illegal. The Kentucky Civil Rights Act 

protects people from discrimination 

in the areas of employment, public 

DFFRPPRGDWLRQV�� KRXVLQJ�� DQG� ÀQDQFLDO�

Plant for the Planet!
The Joint Highlands Arbor Day Committee will be handing out free trees in 

partnership with global Plant for the Planet! to celebrate Kentucky Arbor Day on 

April 6, 2013, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (rain or shine), at the Douglass Community 

Center at 2305 Douglass Boulevard.  Visitors must sign the United Nations 

Environmental Program’s PLEDGE to plant the seedlings and nurse them to 

DGXOWKRRG��2XU�������WUHHV�IRU�������VHOHFWHG�IURP�WKH�QXUVHULHV�RI�WKH�.HQWXFN\�
Division of Forestry, include 300 dogwood, 200 redbud, and 100 each river birch, 

roughleaf dogwood, Washington hawthorn, pawpaw, yellow poplar, northern red 

oak, bur oak, tupelo/blackgum, and sycamore - depending on availability.

All species this year are native to Jefferson County.

Contact: Stephen R. Spanyer (502) 459-1405 
Plant for the Planet! A Joint Highlands Arbor Day Committee

www.unep.org/billiontreecampaign

www.highlandsarborday.info

www.forestry.ky.gov

Students participating in an Our Earth Now event.

By Laura Krauser

The other night someone asked me, 

“What generation are you a part of? What 

generation do you consider yourself?” I, 

of course, responded with, “The Hip Hop 

Generation,” though it didn’t seem to be 

nearly as funny to the people around me 

as I thought it was. My friend replied that 

“Generation C” is what he had heard most 

recently, which stands for, “Generation 

Connectivity.” Though we all seemed to 

chuckle at that, I could suddenly make some 

VHQVH� RI� WKH� SDVW� \HDU� RI�P\� OLIH��2ND\��
connectivity, meaning we grew up with the 

ZRUOG�DW�RXU�ÀQJHUWLSV��:H�KDG�WKH�LQWHUQHW�
and depend heavily on technology and 

constant communication with each other. 

But what if it really means that we are the 

generation to recognize the connectedness 

among all life, among all things in the world? 

What if it means that we are the generation 

to understand the delicate balance that is 

necessary for living things?

About a year ago, I made some 

connections of my own. I was converted, 

so to say, to environmentalism. Kentucky 

Interfaith Power and Light held a breakfast 

for local young people who were interested 

LQ� WKH� HQYLURQPHQW��2Q� WKH� ELOO� WR� VSHDN�
were both Bill McKibben and Alec Loorz.

First, we heard Bill McKibben speak. 

McKibben, an environmentalist, author, and 

journalist, writes extensively on the impact of 

global warming. He and a group of students 

from Middlebury College began the 350 

movement, an international environmental 

movement to raise awareness about climate 

change and cut greenhouse emissions. 

Moved by his discussion of getting people 

involved, the way McKibben approached the 

issue seemed so simple to me. Encouraging 

people towards awareness, involvement, and 

confrontation were key aspects of changing 

this degradation of our environment. 

After hearing about Bill McKibben’s 

journey in creating the 350 movement, and 

with a better understanding of the problem at 

hand, Alec Loorz took the stage. Alec began 

D�QRQ�SURÀW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�IRU�NLGV�ZKHQ�KH�
was twelve years-old. By the time he spoke 

at the Kentucky IP&L Youth Breakfast, 

he was seventeen, demanding the U.S. to 

reduce carbon emissions by 6% by 2013. 

Though I was processing much of what 

I had heard from the speakers, another piece 

of what Alec said stuck out. “I think a lot of 

young people realize that this is an urgent 

time, and that we’re not going to solve this 

problem just by riding our bikes more.” I 

Students start youth-led environmental organization

Laura Krauser

left that morning with a new understanding 

for environmentalism, but also with a new 

understanding of my ability as a young 

person to make a difference. I had a new 

cause that embodied much of what I wanted 

to achieve in the past involving sparse 

attempts at community service and social 

justice. Environmentalism put a spin on 

something that I have always had in my 

life: compassion.

When my classmate mentioned that 

she and some other students who heard 

the speakers were going to have an interest 

meeting for a youth environmental group, I 

MXPSHG�ULJKW�RQ�ERDUG��$W�RXU�ÀUVW�PHHWLQJ��
we chatted about what we wanted this new 

group to be—what our role would be in the 

community and in each other’s lives. What 

we eventually decided was that we needed 

consistency, diversity, and a name. 

Agreeing to meet once a week required 

our immediate dedication and passion. We 

were able to start off with a group project 

with an established umbrella organization, 

Kentucky Interfaith Power and Light. As 

tough as it was to organize a rally in three 

months, the event gave our group direction 

DQG�GHÀQLWLRQ��:H�ZHUH�2XU(DUWK1RZ��D�
youth-led organization making changes at 

schools and in the community to become 

more sustainable. 

We planned the iMatter march, rally, 

and concert that hoped to empower young 

people and express to the Louisville 

community that young people are the ones 

ZKR� PDWWHU� LQ� WKH� ÀJKW� DJDLQVW� FOLPDWH�
change. Completely planned by our group, 

we had eight musical groups, numerous 

SROLWLFLDQV��DQG�FRPPXQLW\�ÀJXUHV��2YHUDOO�
we marched with about one hundred and 

ÀIW\�DWWHQGHHV�WKURXJK�GRZQWRZQ�/RXLVYLOOH�
and to the waterfront. That is where our 

performance art, Connect the Dots was 

SUHVHQWHG�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH���
Being involved in our state’s envi-

ronmental issues was another important 

factor in channeling our group efforts. We 

organized a bus to Frankfort for the annual 

I Love Mountains Day and transported 

VHYHQW\�ÀYH� KLJK� VFKRRO� VWXGHQWV� WR� WKH�
rally. We also took part in Louisville Loves 

Mountains. Soon after that event, two mem-

bers from our group took a lobbying trip to 

Washington D.C. with Appalachia Rising on 

the Week in Washington trip. They were the 

two youngest people to protest. In response 

WR�WKDW��2XU(DUWK1RZ�GHVLJQHG�DQG�FUHDWHG�
D�ÀYH�E\�VL[�IRRW�PRXQWDLQ�WKDW�WUDFHV�WKH�
steps and consequences of Mountaintop 

Removal Mining. We presented what 

we lovingly deemed as “Chunks” to the 

Forecastle Music Festival, reminding the 

festival-goers that this injustice remains 

close to our hearts because of its effect on 

our state, our environment, and our people.

In order to remain a presence in the 

community, we have hosted two movie 

GLVFXVVLRQV�� .LORZDWW� 2XUV�� $� 3ODQ� WR�
Re-Energize America by Jeff Barrie and 

Gasland by Josh Fox. These two movies 

deal with relevant environmental issues 

and allowed us to reach out to youth and 

beyond in order to start some conversation. 

While much of what we concentrate on is 

action based, the discussions we have held 

have proved to be cathartic and healthy for 

our community. 

Eventually, we collected students from 

Manual, Brown, Presentation Academy, 

Saint X, Assumption, Sacred Heart, Fern 

Creek, Atherton, Bellarmine, Trinity, and 

WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/RXLVYLOOH��2XU�ZHHNO\�
PHHWLQJV�FRQWLQXH��GHVSLWH�VRPH�FRQÁLFWLQJ�
schedules, and we are always brainstorming 

ideas on how to get the youth of Louisville 

involved in sustainability. We are tied 

together by hopes that include: ending 

climate change, working together, sharing 

ideas, educating, mobilizing and inspiring 

our community. 

Connecting the young environmentalists 

to others and to a community remains 

a major part of what we do each week. 

Luckily, as Generation C, we are able to 

use our resources, build connection to the 

community, and continue to expose the 

interconnectedness of the world’s inhabitants.  

/DXUD�.UDXVHU�LV�D�ÀUVW�\HDU�VWXGHQW�
at the University of Louisville studying 
History and Geography. She is currently 
the treasurer of OurEarthNow, secretary of 
GRASS (Group Recycling and Sustainable 
Solutions, Louisville’s on-campus student 
group), and is an intern for Louisville Grows 
at the People’s Garden in West Louisville. 
Feel free to contact her about youth and 
sustainability at krauser.laura@gmail.com

 Richard Brown

Governor Steve Beshear this month 

DSSRLQWHG�5LFKDUG�(��%URZQ�RI�2ZHQVERUR��
Ky., in Daviess County, to the Kentucky 

Commission on Human Rights Board of 

Commissioners. 

Brown previously served on the 

FRPPLVVLRQ� IRU� ÀYH� \HDUV� IURP� ����� WR�
2006. He earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 

Sociology from Brescia University in 

2ZHQVERUR��+H�KDV�VHUYHG�RQ�WKH�'DYLHVV�
County Foundation Board, the National 

Association for the Advancement of Colored 

3HRSOH� �1$$&3�� DQG� WKH� 2ZHQVERUR�
Career Development Association Inc. 

Commissioner Brown took the oath of 

5LFKDUG�%URZQ�DSSRLQWHG�WR�.HQWXFN\�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&RPPLVVLRQ
transactions. It prohibits discrimination on 

the bases of race, color, religion, national 

origin, disability and gender in all the 

above areas. 

It additionally protects people in 

housing against discrimination on the basis 

of familial status, which covers families with 

children in the household under age 18 years 

old and covers women who are pregnant. 

The law also protects people in the area of 

employment on the bases of age, 40 years old 

and over, and tobacco-smoking status. It is 

against the law to retaliate against any person 

who complains about discrimination to the 

Kentucky Commission on Human Rights.

For help with discrimination, contact 
the commission at 1.800.292.5566. The 
TDD telephone number is 502.595.4084. 
Visit the website at kchr.ky.gov.
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We had separately come to the realization 

that one part of stopping wars was talking 

with soldiers and would-be soldiers, and 

LI� WKH\� GLVFRYHUHG� WKH� ´SDFLÀVW� ZLWKLQ�µ�
helping them to “just say no” to the military.

Meanwhile, in the late 1970s, George 

and Jean Edwards were looking to start and 

JURZ�D�VSLULWXDOO\�EDVHG�SDFLÀVW�JURXS�LQ�
WRZQ��)HOORZVKLS�RI�5HFRQFLOLDWLRQ��)25��
LV� DQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� SDFLÀVW� RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
starting from—in their words—the essential 

unity of all creation, and working to explore 

the power of love 

and  t ru th  for 

resolving human 

conflict. It had 

opposed war since 

its beginnings, but 

it had an equal 

commitment to 

achieving a just 

and peaceful world 

community, with 

full dignity and 

freedom for every 

human being. 

This was Den-

nis. How strongly 

was Dennis drawn 

to this new organization? This past Thurs-

day, Jean Edwards was giving a brief re-

membrance of Dennis at the Third Thursday 

OXQFK³D�PRQWKO\�)25�VSHDNHU�VHULHV�GRZQ�
at the Rudyard Kipling on world and local 

issues. She shared a story from the early 

days, about having a sign-up sheet for the 

new organization at some event. Dennis 

read the statement of purpose, and told Jean 

to sign him up immediately. . . before Jean 

could even ask. How often has that happened 

with a sign-up sheet Jean was pushing?

Since then, Dennis has been a steering 

committee member, local co-chair, and a 

1DWLRQDO�%RDUG�PHPEHU�RI�)25��,Q�SDUDOOHO�
with all his local justice work, Dennis 

and so many of you have led nonviolent 

demonstrations and helped build local 

solidarity for similar nonviolent action 

groups here and around the world—SANE 

FREEZE and Sanctuary, Columbian Peace 

communities and Louisville Peace Action 

Community, the Middle East and the Mid 

West. Dennis loved to learn more about all 

these struggles for justice, and traveled with 

)25�DQG�RWKHU�LQWHUQDWLRQDOLVW�GHOHJDWLRQV�
to Latin America, the Middle East, Fort 

Benning, and Washington to see things 

ÀUVW�KDQG��7KH�JX\�ORYHG�WR�PHHW�SHRSOH��
to absorb and analyze information, and to 

then get a response going. 

To me, though, he and George always 

retained the special vocation to call out 

and oppose militarism—as foreign policy, 

and as educational policy in JCPS. He did 

this tirelessly, steadfastly. We mounted our 

ÀUVW�XQVXFFHVVIXO�SXEOLF�HIIRUW�WR�UHPRYH�
-527&�IURP�WKH�VFKRROV�VRRQ�DIWHU�)25�
EHJDQ��2WKHU�SHDFH�JURXSV�ZRXOGQ·W�WRXFK�
the issue. In 1981, because of that work, the 

school board actually passed a resolution 

encouraging peace studies in our schools. 

Yes, it was overturned a year later. But the 

work was right, and Dennis didn’t stop. 

+H�NQHZ³DV�DQ�HDUO\�OHDGHU�RI�)25��$��
J. Muste, had said— “There is no way to 

peace.  Peace is the way.” 

(www.episcopalchurch.org/emm). KRM’s 

/RXLVYLOOH�DQG�/H[LQJWRQ�RIÀFHV�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�
almost 900 clients from these two intermedi-

aries in 2013, both of whom receive refugees 

from the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugees (UNHCR) and receive funding 

from the U.S. State Department as well as 

from private contributions. 

The Iraqi student I met during the ESL 

class break earned his visa without selection 

by UNHCR. As the U.S. dismantled 

its operations in Iraq, it offered what 

pretty much constitutes asylum to select 

individuals who had cast their lot with the 

U.S. military mission there. 

Another special population of KRM 

clients, also not sourced from UNHCR, are 

Cubans whose immigration was negotiated 

between the U.S. and Cuban governments. 

John Koehlinger, KRM program leader and 

grants coordinator, says KRM projects “350-

plus Cubans to come through an entirely 

separate program, not a State Department 

program. Here, it’s the Department of Justice 

and Homeland Security.”

Koehlinger explains that this program 

“was started years ago by a bilateral 

agreement between the U.S. and Cuba to 

stop rafters and people trying to make it by 

sea to the U.S. To make it more orderly, the 

Cuban government and the U.S. government 

agreed to admit 20,000 Cuban immigrants 

per year.”

After the first 90 days at KRM, 

what Koehlinger calls “the reception and 

SODFHPHQW� SHULRG�µ� ÀQDQFLDO� VXSSRUW� IRU�
services to Iraqi and Cuban immigrants, just 

as for services to UNHCR refugees, comes 

primarily from another U.S. government 

DJHQF\��WKH�2IÀFH�IRU�5HIXJHH�5HVHWWOHPHQW�
within the Department of Health and Human 

Services. What KRM prides itself on, and 

what has made it a preferred choice for 

whoever is funding resettlements, is how 

WKH�255�GROODUV�DUH�VWUHWFKHG�WR�SURYLGH�D�
wide range of services.

In addition to ESL, KRM teaches 

OLWHUDF\�� FRPSXWHU� OLWHUDF\�� DQG� ÀQDQFLDO�
literacy. It supplies medical case management 

with services that greatly extend and expand 

the basic initial health screening mandated 

under the government grants. KRM offers 

youth mentoring and cooperates closely 

with Jefferson County Public Schools. It 

provides an immigration attorney and a 

Board of Immigration Appeals Accredited 

Representative who can assist refugees with 

green cards, employment authorization, 

IDPLO\�UHXQLÀFDWLRQ��DQG�FLWL]HQVKLS��
Much of KRM’s dollar stretching is 

achieved by making itself a magnet for 

volunteers. According to Emily Vitale, 

KRM citizenship and volunteer coordinator, 

during the month of January 2013 more 

than 100 volunteers contributed over 850 

volunteer hours to KRM programs.

Break time is over in the morning’s ESL 

class. Students reenter. At the direction of the 

teacher, my new Iraqi friend pockets his cell 

phone and accepts the teacher’s directive 

to seat himself next to an Ethiopian man 

ZKR�KDV�VSHQW�WKH�ÀUVW�KDOI�RI�WKH�PRUQLQJ�
in a computer literacy class. The Iraqi helps 

his classmate in Arabic as lessons resume. 

Executing the mission at KRM requires not 

only staff and volunteers, but also clients 

working with clients.

When KRM receives notice that a new 

client or client family is soon to arrive, Lee 

Welsh, KRM’s coordinator for sponsorship 

development, calls on churches and civic 

groups to recruit co-sponsors for the new 

arrivals. A co-sponsorship committee will 

typically furnish the apartment where the 

new arrivals will live and will help with 

transportation to medical appointments, 

VLJQXSV� DW� WKH� VRFLDO� VHFXULW\� RIÀFH�� DQG�
the like.

I personally have participated in two co-

sponsorship committees, one working with 

Sudanese men and the other with a Somali 

Bantu family. I spilled out to Koehlinger my 

feelings of failure in the second instance, 

where the cultural gap between the father 

and me was greater than I could effectively 

bridge. Koehlinger consoled me: “That’s a 

good example of the humanitarian basis of 

what we do. The Bantu were ill-equipped 

to adjust here during the timeframe of a 

resettlement program. They were the most 

vulnerable, persecuted in Somalia. I’m so 

proud that we took as many as we did. I 

was talking to one of our clients in 2004, 

and her daughter-in-law came with her to 

interpret—both were Somali Bantu. The 

daughter-in-law was 23 and she had come 

KHUH�DV�D�PLGGOH�VFKRRO�VWXGHQW��ÀQLVKHG�
high school and three years of community 

college. She wanted to be a social worker and 

was volunteering in a hospital. Very well-

spoken. In resettling families, we’re kind 

of focused on the parents, but sometimes, 

results show up in the next generation.”

Although the government funding 

agencies monitor KRM performance 

closely with metrics such as median time to 

place clients in a job, KRM’s approach, as 

Koehlinger explains it, is more “holistic.” 

And the commitment extends beyond 

KRM’s own clients to immigrants generally. 

During the 2013 Kentucky legislative 

session, KRM executive director Elizabeth 

Kaznak has been visible in Frankfort, 

lobbying for passage of House Bill 

396, which would allow undocumented 

immigrants—in no way eligible for KRM 

client status—to drive legally after passing 

a driver’s test.

Philip Ardery teaches at Brown Mackie 
College and volunteers at Kentucky Refugee 
Ministries.

Kentucky Refugee Ministries (continued from page 1)

Dennis Bricking, 
strong Louisville peace 
and justice advocate.

The following remarks were delivered 
at the Clifton Center memorial service for 
longtime FOR member and LFOR Steering 
Committee leader Dennis Bricking, January 
19, 2013.

I met Dennis 40 years ago, but my 

work has taken me out of Louisville—and 

in some cases out of the US—for just about 

half of that time. So, my friendship and 

work with Dennis developed as there were 

intersections in our lives. Luckily for me, 

we would always start both the friendship 

and the work right where we had left off 

each time. 

There were the literal intersections—

demonstrations and witnesses at Grinstead 

and Lexington; 6th and Broadway; 5th and 

Jefferson; Douglass Loop; 2nd and Market; 

28th and Broadway. And I have to admit, 

RQH� RI� WKH� ÀUVW� LQWHUVHFWLRQV� ZDV� QRW� D�
GHPRQVWUDWLRQ³LW�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�7XPEOHZHHG�
Restaurant, on Bardstown Road, which was 

virtually “owned” by Legal Aid people on 

Friday nights. 

For Dennis and me personally—

along with George Edwards—the more 

philosophical intersections began with 

helping Vietnam-era military and draft 

resisters. There was a small group of 

counselors and supporters in Louisville—

including of course some of you here 

today—so it was impossible not to bump 

into each other. Many were spiritually-based 

folks opposed to all war as we knew it. 

All of us saw wars as being fought by 

America’s poor and people of color against 

another country’s poor and people of color. 

&KULV�+DUPHU�UHPHPEHUV�'HQQLV�%ULFNLQJ
There was more work during 

reinstitution of registration for the draft, and 

later, talking to church and community youth 

groups—and reservists—worried about 

being called up in the Gulf wars. Another 

DWWHPSW�WR�UHGXFH�-527&��7KH�7KXQGHU�RYHU�
Louisville air show protests. More resistance 

to military recruitment, which—inside the 

schools—is aided and abetted by No Child 

Left Behind. And Peace Essay contests to 

get high school students thinking creatively 

about nonviolent solutions to international 

DQG� ORFDO� FRQÁLFWV�� )25·V� $LP� +LJKHU�
subcommittee, which Dennis helped start, is 

still working on most of these fronts today. 

The guy touched so many things and never 

completely let go of anything.

,�FDQ�VWLOO�UHPHPEHU�RXU�ÀUVW�QHJRWLDWLRQV�
ZLWK�WKH�-&36�JHQHUDO�FRXQVHO�RYHU�WKH�́ 2SW�
2XWµ�SURJUDP³RU�UDWKHU�� -&36·V� ODFN�RI�
one. He would just be calm, smiling—and 

relentless. He cared for causes because he 

cared for the people behind them. He was 

where he wanted to be, doing what he wanted 

to do. And then, he could go out running, 

RU� WR� WKH�2UFKHVWUD�RU� WR�&KDWDXTXD�ZLWK�
Pat, or to a bar with the guys. He had so 

many sides to him. Part renaissance guy, 

part Little Rascal at heart.

We were blessed by his work and his 

friendship. It is a hard loss for the family 

and for us, but that is because it has been 

such a wonderful, wonderful road together.

 Chris Harmer, FOR steering committee 
member, friend and neighbor of Dennis, 
colonel221@yahoo.com.

By Paul Stewart

After gold was discovered in South Africa 

in 1886, rock drillers rapidly established 

themselves as an elite occupational group. A 

century ago, rock drillers on the North American 

Lake Superior copper mines similarly enjoyed 

“superior status.” They were “the working class 

elite” and went on strike when their status was 

challenged. This occupational tradition continues 

into the present.

Rock drillers have consequently long 

manifested a specific occupational culture 

resulting directly from their central role 

underground. Due to this role and their 

objectively-located social power, rock drillers 

historically received differential treatment in 

mining globally. 

This is the basis for the platinum Rock Drill 

2SHUDWRU��5'2��OHG�VWULNHV�VLQFH�)HEUXDU\������
and at Marikana in August 2012 where 34 mine-

workers were shot dead by police, precipitating 

a social crisis and triggering the long-threatened 

GRZQ�JUDGLQJ�RI�6RXWK�$IULFD·V�ÀQDQFLDO�WUDGLQJ�
rating on the international market.

Drilling is the most central work activity 

in the support, drill and blast cycle in mining 

and embodies considerable tacit, experiential 

and practical skill. Respected within mining 

communities, rock drillers perform the hardest 

job and face the most hazardous conditions 

underground. Yet despite being on the lower 

OHYHOV�RI�WKH�MRE�JUDGLQJ�V\VWHP�GHÀQLQJ�ZDJHV�
and salaries, rock drillers often earned more than 

supervisors. No other occupation, for instance, 

earns a special allowance of R750 (¤75) for 

simply doing their job.

Marikana and the history 
behind today’s unrest in 

South African mines
The status of 

rock drillers is 

not only related 

WR� WKH� GLIÀFXOWLHV�
and critical posi-

tion of their work, 

but also because 

they earned rela-

tively high wages. 

Rock drillers were 

never part of the 

highly contested 

‘maximum aver-

age system’ which 

placed a ceiling, 

from 1913 to 1965, 

on black mine-

workers’ wages. 

In the 1930s, for 

LQVWDQFH��WKH�5'2V�
were viewed by 

their peers as the “kings of the mine” due to both 

the rigour of their work and their earnings which 

were higher than their immediate supervisors.

The epithet of being “kings of the mine” 

VXUIDFHG�DJDLQ�LQ�������'LVVDWLVÀHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�
job grade, wage levels and the National Union 

RI� 0LQHZRUNHUV� �180��� D� JURXS� RI� 5'2V�
FRQÀUPHG� WKHLU� VRFLDO� SRZHU� E\� FRPSHOOLQJ�
management on an Anglo Platinum shaft to meet 

a delegation from their ranks who improved 

WKHLU�ZRUNLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��%\������ WKH�5'2V�
had formed their own informal workers’ com-

mittees and over 3600 of them struck across 

Anglo Platinum. 

They were accompanied by a new small 

(continued on page 7)

Paul Stewart
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By Ike Thacker

Religion can be absolutely beautiful, 

and in the case of Tibetan Buddhist leader 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama, it is.  So 

said creator and Board Director Anne 

Walter of Louisville’s Drepung Gomang 

(Tibetan Buddhist) 

Institute at the 

Third Thursday 

Lunch (TTL) on 

February 21 at the 

Rudyard Kipling. 

In a presentation 

liberally sprinkled 

with quotations 

from the Dalai 

Lama himself, she 

made a convincing 

and  in sp i r i ng 

case.  Walter’s 

after-lunch talk 

focused on two 

main subjects: the 

Dalai Lama’s beautiful Buddhism and the 

virtual cultural genocide being perpetrated 

on Tibet by China.

Walter, who has walked the walk as 

well as talking the talk for many years 

in Louisville’s peace and social-justice 

community, said that the Dalai Lama, who 

has now been in forced exile for 54 years, 

is truly one of the great voices of our time 

for peace, love, and compassion.

“All beings cherish happiness,” she 

said, citing the Dalai Lama. Not even the 

apparently lowest life form wishes to suffer. 

This fact, which for me lies at the heart of 

with calls for peaceful resistance. His 

Holiness was forced as a young man to sign 

a “17-Point Agreement” which said among 

other things that Tibet had always been part 

of China, but after his escape declared it 

null and void.

The Chinese government has forcibly 

closed some 6,000 monasteries and 

responded with violence to peaceful 

resistance when the situation escalated again 

in 2008. The Tibetan language is prohibited 

in schools and elsewhere. Partly as a result, 

there are some 130,000 Tibetans living in 

exile. The Dalai Lama now advocates for 

a “Middle Way” with China.

But one should not take a “middle way” 

as regards His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s 

impending visit to Louisville. He is coming 

May 19–21, 2013, with a Festival of Faiths 

WR�EH�FRQYRNHG�WKH�ÀYH�GD\V�SUHYLRXV��0D\�
14–18)!  This to get ready for the momentous 

interfaith occasion, to which the Dalai 

Lama agreed after Louisville became a 

Compassionate City in November of 2011.

The Compassionate City movement 

grew out of the Dalai Lama’s visit to Seattle 

in 2008, out of which were born some 85 

urban initiatives. As His Holiness the Dalai 

Lama says, “If you want others to be happy, 

practice compassion. If you want to be 

happy, practice compassion.”

Ike Thacker is an advocate for political, 
social, and economic democracy.  He 
focuses especially on housing issues, 
believing simply that everyone deserves a 
place to call home, and can be contacted 
at ike.thacker@gmail.com.

Buddhism—in Soka Gakkai International 

(SGI) Buddhism we chant daily, “I pray 

for peace throughout the world and the 

happiness of all living beings”—leads 

Buddhists to pursue what Walter and the 

Dalai Lama call “wise self-interest,” caring 

for other living beings.

2QH�RI�WKH�'DODL�/DPD·V�PRVW�DSSHDOLQJ�
postulates is his belief in religious diversity 

and interfaith understanding. In Answers: 

Discussions with Western Buddhists, he 

states:  “If we view the world’s religions 

from the widest possible viewpoint and 

H[DPLQH�WKHLU�XOWLPDWH�JRDO�ZH�ÀQG�WKDW�DOO�
of the major world religions … are dedicated 

to the achievement of permanent human 

happiness…. In this regard, all religions 

DUH� WKH� VDPH�� WKHUH� LV� QR� FRQÁLFW�µ� ,Q�
“Kindness, Clarity, and Insight,” the Dalai 

Lama goes on to say that, “All the different 

religions of the world are needed to enrich 

human experience and world civilization.  

2XU� KXPDQ� PLQGV�� EHLQJ� RI� GLIIHUHQW�
caliber and disposition [and being parts of 

different national traditions], need different 

approaches to peace and happiness.” Would 

that religious warmongers through the ages 

had listened to such words!

Ms. Walter went on to point out that the 

Dalai Lama and others have been supporting 

VFLHQWLÀF�UHVHDUFK��IRU�H[DPSOH�DW�6WDQIRUG�
University, which shows that meditation 

(and thus love and compassion, one wants 

to add) actually expand the mind, which is 

elastic.  Thus does wise self-interest become 

mutual self-interest.

All of this, said Walter, in a sense 

leads up to the Dalai Lama’s two essential 

Third Thursday Lunches
presented by the

Fellowship of Reconciliation & 
Interfaith Paths to Peace

April 2013
April 18 Bridging the Divide/Creating Community with the People of Nicaragua 

Julie Driscoll, SCN and David Horvath, longtime Central America activists and members of 
St. William Catholic Church

 Julie and David will share the St. William community’s deep connections with Central America, 
from its time as a sanctuary church protesting unjust US foreign policy to its ongoing Sister 
Parish Relationship with Our Lord of Esquipulas in the northern highlands of Nicaragua. Learn 
about the exciting self-help projects being supported in this rural community, and the newly 
formed non-pro!t Friends of Esquipulas.

For reservations, contact Cathy Ford at 458-1223 
or fordhoff@bellsouth.net, or Polk Culpepper at 948-2077 

or plok@insightbb.com by Tuesday before the lunch

Ike Thacker

$QQH�:DOWHU�DW�77/��&KLQD¶V�EHDVWO\�WUHDWPHQW�RI�EHDXW\

conditions for world peace: (1) create better 

interfaith understanding, recognizing the 

value of each other’s traditions; and (2) bring 

about a viable understanding of common 

religious values.

Unfortunately, the Tibetan/Chinese 

situation itself is testament to how little 

heed some pay to uplifting words like those 

above. Essentially, the People’s Republic of 

China takeover of Tibet started soon after its 

rise to power in 1949 and proceeded for ten 

years until the Dalai Lama’s 1959 escape. 

The Dalai Lama has consistently 

UHVSRQGHG�WR�&KLQD·V�YLROHQFH��WKH�KRUULÀF�
death toll from which has been variously 

calculated to be from 500k to 1.2 million) 

Anne Walter

trade union representing them, reminiscent of 

what occurred this year on the platinum mines. 

This smaller union, around which controversy 

reigned, the Mouth Peace Workers Union, only 

managed to gain a foothold among their ranks as 

they had not been adequately serviced by NUM. 

Trade union rivalry and violence spilled across 

the gold and platinum mines.

:KHQ�����5'2V�RQ�DQ�$QJOR�3ODWLQXP�VKDIW�
ZHQW�RQ�D�VHULHV�RI�́ 5'2�VWULNHVµ�LQ�������WKH\�
ZHUH�GLVPLVVHG��,Q�WKHVH�VWULNHV�WKH�5'2V�XVHG�
violent tactics against other workers and lost 

supervisors their anticipated Christmas bonus. 

7HQVLRQV�ZHUH�DFXWH�RQ�WKH�VKDIW�DV�WKH�5'2V�
clung to their unrecognised informal committees 

as again recently occurred. 

,Q�������KRZHYHU��WKH�5'2V�GLG�QRW�DOLHQDWH�
fellow workers, but brought them out on strike 

instead. Whether these workers collectively 

understand themselves as a “vanguard” is not 

NQRZQ��DOWKRXJK�RQH�5'2�DVVHUWV�WKDW�́ LI�5'2V�
were to decide not to work for a day, the whole 

mine will be on a standstill.”

In 2004 at the Anglo Platinum shaft, however, 

after much discussion between all parties and 

an external facilitator, a productivity deal was 

QHJRWLDWHG�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�5'2V�ZHUH�WKH�FHQWUDO�
players. The situation was “normalised.” 

Productivity in- creased by 14% on the shaft, 

sustained over eight months. Through their 

RZQ� LQWHQVLÀHG� HIIRUWV�� WKH� 5'2V� ZRQ� EDFN�
their wages and the company won back lost 

production. No other occupational group could 

have done this.

Following a series of occupations and sit-

ins since 2009,  in February 2012, at Impala 

3ODWLQXP�������5RFN�'ULOO�2SHUDWRUV�OHG�������
other mineworkers out on strike after they were 

overlooked for a wage increase. With their 

historically entrenched status ignored by both 

PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�180��WKHVH�5'2V�WRRN�DFWLRQ�
and triggered what became the most extensive 

strike wave in South African mining history. 

In August at Lonmin’s Marikana mines, 3000 

5'2V�IROORZHG�WKH�,PSDOD�5'2V·�H[DPSOH��EXW�
not before management at Lonmin’s Karee mine 

followed long established practice–negotiating 

ZLWK�D�GHOHJDWLRQ�RI�5RFN�'ULOO�2SHUDWRUV�RXWVLGH�
of established bargaining structures and granted 

pay increases. 

Taking umbrage that their historically 

HQWUHQFKHG�VWDWXV�ZDV�LJQRUHG��5'2V�DW�WKH�WZR�
other Lonmin mines took action and triggered 

what became the most extensive strike wave in 

South African mining history. 

If what is becoming known as the post-

Marikana period in South African history is to 

EH�XQGHUVWRRG��WKH�FHQWUDO�UROH�RI�WKH�5'2V�LQ�
production and the status their job has generated 

over a century is where any analysis must start.

Paul Stewart teaches at the University of the 
Witwatersrand, South Africa. He lived in the 
mineworkers’ compounds and went underground 
daily to do research for his PhD thesis. Together 
with Dhiraj Nite, Stewart edited Mining Faces: 
An Oral History of Work in Gold and Coal Mines 
in South Africa, 1951-2011. A shorter version of 
this article appeared in the January 2013 issue 
of the Global Labour Column, http://column.
global-labour-university.org.

Unrest in South African mines (continued from page 6)
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Contact Enid Redman at 459-0616 or John Mine at pappajohn15@

gmail.com.  Also see www.America2000plus.net.

$0(5,&$16�81,7('�)25�6(3$5$7,21�2)�&+85&+�$1'�
STATE – Every month at noon (contact Paul Simmons: 608-7517)  

$01(67<� ,17(51$7,21$/�²� �VW� 6DWXUGD\� �6KDURQ�� ����
8951) at Heine Bros. on Douglass Loop

APPAF [American Palestine Public Affairs Forum] –  

2nd Thursday (773-1836)

%5($'�)25�7+(�:25/'�²�/DVW�0RQGD\�HYHU\�RWKHU�PRQWK�
(239-4317 for details)

CAPA [Citizens Against Police Abuse] –2nd Thursday (778-8130) 

Meet at Braden Center, 3208 W. Broadway

CART [Coalition for the Advancement of Regional Transportation] 

– 3rd Wednesday,Union Station, TARC Board Room

&/287�>&,7,=(16�2)�/28,69,//(�25*$1,=('�$1' 

:25.,1*�72*(7+(5] – (583-1267)

&200,77((�)25�3($&(�,1�7+(�0,''/(�($67�² 

2nd Monday (456-6586)

&20021�&$86(�²�$G�KRF�GLVFXVVLRQV��&RQWLQXRXV�HQJDJHPHQW��
www.commoncause.org/ky

&20081,7<�)$50�$//,$1&(�2)�-())(5621�&2817<�
– 2nd Tuesday (223-3655)

&2817(5�5(&58,70(17��´$LP�+LJKHUµ�² 

Second Sunday (893-2334)

($57+�6$9(�/28,69,//(�²��QG�6DWXUGD\����������� 
www.LouisvilleEarthSave.org

FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community dialogues and 

volunteer opportunities (893-0788)

FDR//,1&2/1�/(*$&<�&/8% – 1st Thursday, 

papajohn15@bellsouth.net

)(//2:6+,3�2)�5(&21&,/,$7,21�² 

4th Monday (609-7985 or 291-2506)

)5,(1'6�)25�+23(��6XSSRUW�*URXS�IRU�$GXOW�&DQFHU�
Survivors) – 4th Wednesday at 6:30 PM (451-9600).

)5,(1'6+,3�)25&(�2)�/28,69,//(�²��QG�7XHVGD\ 

(893-8436)

*5($7(5�/28,69,//(�6,(55$�&/8%�² 

3rd Tuesday, 7pm. (502-644-0659)

+80$1,676�2)�0(752�/28,69,//(�² 

2nd Monday, 7:00pm (896-4853)

,17(5)$,7+�3$7+6�72�3($&(�²��UG�:HGQHVGD\� 
every other month.  (214-7322)

IRFI [,6/$0,&�5(6($5&+�)281'$7,21�,17(51$7,21$/��
INC.] – Sundays at 6:00 PM (502-423-1988)

-(:,6+�92,&(�)25�3($&(��MYS�RUJ��²��VW�)ULGD\�DQG 

4th Thursday. Contact 256-525-5290 or sonrevolution@aol.com

-2%6�:,7+�-867,&(�.(178&.<�����������
-85,6',&7,21$5<�&/8%�2)�/28,69,//(�² 

Know the law and how to use it (500-8161)

-867,&(�5(6285&(�&(17(5�²�����������
.)7&�>.(178&.,$16�)25�7+(�&20021:($/7+@�² 

2nd Monday (589-3188)

.,72'�>.(178&.,$1$�,17(5)$,7+�7$6.)25&(�21�
DARFUR] – (553-6172)

.<�$//,$1&(�$*$,167�5$&,67�	�32/,7,&$/�
5(35(66,21�²��UG�0RQGD\�����������
.<�&2$/,7,21�72�$%2/,6+�7+(�'($7+�3(1$/7<�²�
(541-9998)

.,7/$&�>.<�,17(5)$,7+�7$6.)25&(�21�/$7,1�$0(5,&$�	�
THE CARIBBEAN] – 2nd Wednesday (479-9262)

/($*8(�2)�:20(1�927(56 (502-895-5218), 

www.louisville-orglwv

/28,69,//(�&200,77((�)25�,65$(/,�3$/(67,1,$1�
STATES – 3rd Sunday (451-5658)

/28,69,//(�3($.�2,/�*5283�²��QG�6DWXUGD\�����������
/3$&�>/28,69,//(�3($&(�$&7,21�&20081,7<@�²�
(456-6914)

/28,69,//(�:20(1�&+85&+�² 

Meditation every Sunday (473-8435)

/28,69,//(�<287+�*5283�²�)ULGD\�QLJKWV 
(893-0788), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org

/28,69,//,$16�,1�)$925�2)�(48$/,7<��/,)(��² 

4th Sunday (384-3875)

0(752�6:((3�)25�$&&(66�²��UG�7XHVGD\ 

(895-0866 or 899-9261)

0(75232/,7$1�+286,1*�&2$/,7,21�² 

4th Wednesday (584-6858)

MIGHTY KINDNESS – mightykindness@gmail.com 

(235-0711)

08+$00$'�$/,�,167,787(�)25�3($&(�$1'�
JUSTICE, at UL (852-6372)

NAACP [1$7,21$/�$662&,$7,21�)25�7+(�$'9$1&(0(17�
2)�&2/25('�3(23/(] – 3rd Monday (776-7608)

NAMI [1$7,21$/�$//,$1&(�)25�7+(�0(17$//<�,//] 

– 2nd Monday (245-5287)

2&&83<�/28,69,//(�²�HYHU\�:HGQHVGD\�������S�P�� 
Braden Center (384-3875)

3$5(176��)$0,/,(6�	�)5,(1'6�2)�/(6%,$16�$1'�
GAYS (P-FLAG) – 3rd Sunday (329-0229)

3($&(�	�&203$66,21�%8''+$�&,5&/(�&0/�² 

(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)

RCRC [5(/,*,286�&2$/,7,21�)25�5(352'8&7,9(�
&+2,&(] – (866-606-0988)

RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)

6,(55$�&/8%�,11(5�&,7<�287,1*6 – 2nd Thursday, 

7:30 PM (558-0073)

:20(1�,1�75$16,7,21��:,7��²�HYHU\�:HGQHVGD\� 
6-8 PM (636-0160)

Note: If your group would like to be added to this list or if information 
needs to be updated, please let us know by calling 458-8056.

&DOHQGDU�IRU�SHDFHPDNHUV
Apr 1 to Apr 19 ASIAN AMERICAN ART SHOWCASE. The 

Crane House. Through shapes and forms, resident artist Shohei 

Katayama explores the relationship between humanity’s origin 

(gen) and its perpetual problems of ecology, community and 

spirituality. Visit www.cranehouse.org

Apr 1 to Jun 16 SPIRITS OF PASSAGE. Frazier History Mu-

VHXP��2Q�WKH����WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�(PDQFLSDWLRQ�3URFODPD-
tion, this humbling new exhibition examines the transatlantic 

slave trade. Artifacts from the archaeological excavation of a 

sunken slave ship. Visit www.fraziermuseum.org

Apr 1 to Jul 7 GLOBAL SHOES. This family-friendly exhibit 

from the Brooklyn Children’s Museum educates us about differ-

ent cultures through the shoes we wear. Visit www.alicenter.org

Apr 1 (Mon) BICYCLES FOR HEALTH AND CLEANER 
AIR. Louisville Bicycle Club, Every Monday, weather 

permitting. Fat Forty at 8:45AM. Recovery Ride at 6:45PM. 

Visit www.louisvilleky.gov/bikelouisivlle.

Apr 1 (Mon) DEADLINE FOR THE MAY ISSUE OF FOR-
sooth��(YHU\�ÀUVW�0RQGD\��&RQWDFW�-RKQ�+DUWPDQQ��HGLWRU��
at 296-1793 or johart.john@gmail.com. Please email new 

or updated calendar listings to calendar.peace@gmail.com.

Apr 2 (Tues) HOUR OF POWER BOOK DISCUSSIONS. 

1HZEXUJ�%UDQFK�3XEOLF�/LEUDU\��(YHU\�ÀUVW�7XHVGD\������30��
Discussions of books by contemporary authors on personal 

efforts to overcome the challenges of abuse, oppression, 

deprivation, discrimination or disabilities. Visit www.lfpl.org

Apr 3 (Wed) NOONTIME INTERFAITH MEDITATIONS. 

Every Wednesday from 12:10 to 12:30 at Christ Church 

Cathedral, Downtown. Weekly rotation includes Zen Buddhist 

silence, Lecto Divina, Vipassana Buddhist practices, and 

Creative Visualization. Visit http://paths2peace.org

Apr 3 (Wed) NATURE PRESERVE VOLUNTEERS. Blackacre 

State Nature Preserve and Historic Homestead. Every 

Wednesday, 9AM to Noon. Help care for gardens, trails, and 

farmland. Visit www.blackacreconservancy.org

Apr 3 (Wed) CITIZENSHIP TUTORS. Kentucky Refugee 

Ministries, 6:30 to 8:30PM. Every Wednesday. Also every 

Thursday, 11AM to 1PM. Help students study for the 

citizenship exam. Ask about our other volunteer opportunities. 

Call 479-9180 Ext 57 for more information.

Apr 3 (Wed) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY FORUM. 

(YHU\�ÀUVW�:HGQHVGD\��6XVWDLQDELOLW\�DQG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�WKDW�
create a community for change. Bring your lunch. Noon to 

1:45 PM, Passionist Earth & Spirit Center, the Barn at 1924 

Newburg Road.

Apr 6 (Sat) KENTUCKY ARBOR DAY. Douglas Community 

Center at 2305 Douglas Blvd. Sponsored by the Joint 

Highlands Arbor Day Committee. Receive a free native tree 

and learn how to plant and care for it. Call Stephen Spanyer 

at 459-1404 or Visit www.highlandsarborday.info 

Apr 6 (Sat) LOUISVILLE COMMUNITY AGRICULTURE. 

Every Saturday morning. Also, other days and times. 26 

farmers’ markets from California neighborhood to Norton 

Commons. Visit www.louisvilleky.gov/HealthyHometown

Apr 6 (Sat) HOME REPAIR VOLUNTEERS. Fuller Center for 

Housing of Louisville. Every Saturday. All skill levels. Ask 

about our other volunteer opportunities. For more information, 

call 272-1377.

Apr 6 (Sat) ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLUB. Every 

Saturday at the Iroquois & Newburg Public Library Branches, 

3PM. Also Main Library on Thursdays at 7PM. Practice 

conversational English with neighbors and friends from many 

parts of the world. Visit www.lfpl.org

Apr 6 (Sat) SACK LUNCHES FOR HOMELESS. Every 

Saturday, 12pm to 2PM, Bates Community Development 

Corporation, 1228 S. Jackson Street. Call 636-0573 for 

more information.

Apr 6 (Sat) LAND STEWARD PROJECT. Jefferson Memorial 

)RUHVW��(YHU\�ÀUVW�6DWXUGD\���$0�WR�1RRQ��$OVR��:HGQHVGD\V��
+HOS� LPSURYH� ODQGVFDSH� DQG� SURWHFW� QDWLYH� ÁRUD��*ORYHV��
tools, water and on-the-job training provided. Visit www.

louisvilleky.gov/metroparks/jeffersonmemorialforest/

Apr 6 & 20 (Sat) OLMSTEAD PARK VOLUNTEERS. 9AM to 

12PM, at Seneca Park. Iroquois Park, April 13th. Help maintain 

and restore our urban forests. Visit www.olmsteadparks.org

Apr 7 (Sun) “AIM HIGHER” focusing on military counter-

UHFUXLWPHQW��(YHU\�ÀUVW�6XQGD\�DW���30�������.DHOLQ�$YHQXH�
DW�WKH�)25�RIÀFH��'LVFXVV�FRQVFLHQWLRXV�REMHFWLRQ��PLOLWDU\�
recruitment, and the possibility for high school students to 

“opt out” of having their names given to recruiters. Call Jim 

Johnson, 262-0148.

Apr 7 (Sun) CREATIVITY IN PEACEMAKING. St. Andrew’s 

Episcopal Church, 3PM to 4:30PM. Annual celebration of 

interfaith peacemaking featuring musicians, artists, poets, 

dancers and photographers. Visit http://paths2peace.org

Apr 8 (Mon) URBAN LEAGUE YOUNG PROFESSIONALS. 

Louisville Urban League, Every 2nd Monday, 6PM. 

Networking opportunities for emerging leaders ages 21 to 40 

RI�DOO�PLQRULW\�EDFNJURXQGV��&DOO�WKH�8UEDQ�/HDJXH�RIÀFH�IRU�
more info: 561-6830.

Apr 9 (Tues) FREE HOME ENERGY EFFICIENCY SEMI-
NAR. Energy Pros Sustainable Home Education Group, 6:30PM 

to 8:30PM. Learn the basics. Visit www.theenergypros.net

Apr 9 (Tues) GREEN CONVENE. Every second Tuesday at The 

Highland Green Building, 6:30PM. Join residents and policy-

makers in examining ways to connect the health of our com-

munity with our environment. Visit www.greenconvene.org

Apr 9 (Tues) AMERICANA COMMUNITY CENTER��2ULHQ-

tation at 7pm every second Tuesday. Learn how you can help 

immigrant families learn practical skills, join social networks, 

and improve language skills. Call 366-7813 to RSVP.

Apr 10 (Wed) KENTUCKY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON 
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN (KITLAC). 
Every second Wednesday at the 1741 Building on Frankfort 

Avenue. 7:30 PM. For more information, call David Horvath 

at 479-9262 or Pat Geier at 456-6586.

Apr 10 (Wed) LOUISIVLLE FORUM. Every 2nd Wednesday, 

Noon at Vincenzo’s Downtown. Speakers on current public 

issues. Nonpartisan discussion. For details, call 329-0111.

Apr 10 (Wed) A POLITICAL PRISONER’S LIFE. Main Public 

Library, 7PM. Blaine Harden discusses his book “Escape from 

Camp 14.” The story of Shin Donhyuk’s upbringing in a North 

Korean prison camp and eventual escape. Visit www.lfpl.org

Apr 11 (Thurs) AMERICAN PALESTINE PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
FORUM (APPAF). Every second Thursday. A documentary 

ÀOP�H[SORULQJ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�0LGGOH�(DVW�ZLOO�EH�SUHVHQWHG��
7 PM, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, Nelson Hall, Room 

119. For more information, call Bashar Masri, 773-1836.

Apr 11 (Thurs) WOMEN OF COLOR. UofL Meet the Professor 

Series, Noon to 1:15PM. Cate Fosl of the Anne Braden Institute 

for Social Justice Research compares the experiences of women 

crossing The color line in post-WWII US with those who helped 

end apartheid in South Africa. Call 852-2247 to RSVP.

Apr 11 COMPASSION IN THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS. 

Spalding University and Thomas Jefferson Unitarian Church, 

�30��7KLV�PRQWK·V�VXEMHFW�LV�,VODP��ÀIWK�LQ�D�VHULHV�RI�VL[��
Visit http://paths2peace.org

Apr 12 (Fri) A GLIMPSE OF ETERNITY. The Louisville 

Astronomical Society at dusk in Tom Sawyer Park. Every 2nd 

Friday. Look through telescopes at planets, our moon, stars, 

GRXEOH�VWDUV��WKH�2ULRQ�QHEXOD�DQG�RWKHU�ZRQGHUV��9LVLW�ZZZ�
louisville-astro.org

Apr 12 MEGHAN MAHONEY ON INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT. UofL Ekstrom Library, 1PM. Discussion 

of microcredit, sustainable agriculture, and economic 

development. For more information, call 852-0453.

Apr 13 (Sat) EARTHSAVE POTLUCK. Crescent Hill Ministries, 

6PM to 8PM. Every 2nd Saturday. Bring a plant-based dish and 

share your recipe. Discuss healthy food and behavior change. 

Mix, mingle, music. For more information call 299-9520.

Apr 13 (Sat) PEAK OIL. Every 2nd Saturday, St. Matthews Pub-

lic Library, 10AM to Noon. Call George Perkins, 425-6645.

Apr 13 (Sat) FRENCH CIRCLE. Iroquois Public Library, 12:30 

PM. Practice French language with native speakers. Meet your 

neighbors from French-speaking countries. Visit www.lfpl.org

Apr 13 (Sat) ALI SHUFFLE. UofL Ali Institute, 8AM. Walk 

or run the 10K course from West Louisville to Downtown to 

promote community awareness. To register, call 852-6372.

Apr 13 (Sat) NATIONAL POWER V. STATE POWER. UofL 

Ekstrom Library, 10AM to 2:30PM. Symposium of UofL 

& Bellarmine professors and others. For more information, 

call 709-5070

Apr 13 to 21 GIVE A DAY VOLUNTEER WEEK. Volunteer 

an hour a day, donate canned goods, plant trees, or help a 

neighbor. Every act of kindness matters. Local public service 

DJHQFLHV�LQ�DOO�DUHDV�EHQHÀW��/DVW�\HDU���������ORFDO�YROXQWHHUV�
participated. Visit www.mygiveaday.com 

Apr 14 (Sun) VETERANS FOR PEACE. Every second Sunday, 

3PM to 4PM. Heine Bros. Coffee at the Douglas Loop, Call 

632-2177 for more information.

Apr 14 (Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE. Every second Sunday. A 

UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�DOO�WKRVH�VXIIHULQJ�IURP�FRQÁLFWV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�
East. Bring a sign. 5PM to 6 PM, Bardstown Road at Douglass 

Blvd. Sponsored by LPAC (Louisville Peace Action Commu-

nity). For more information, call Harold Trainer at 387-9490.

Apr 15 (Mon) GROWING FOOD AND COMMUNITY. 

15 Thousand Farmers, at Dismas St. Ann’s on Algonquin 

Pkwy, the 15th day each month. Share ideas and experiences 

about growing your own food. Taste samples. Visit 

www.15thousandfarmers.com

Apr 15 (Mon) SOCIAL CHANGE BOOK CLUB. Every third 

Monday, Heine Bros., 119 Chenoweth, 6PM. For book list, 

Visit www.greenlistlouisville.com

Apr 15 (Mon) SUSTAINABLITY SCHOLARS ROUNDTABLE. 

UofL Law School, 10:30AM to 11:30AM. Hear reports of 

recent sustainability research conducted by renowned scholars. 

Visit http://houisville.edu/sustainability

Apr 16 (Tues) REAL PEOPLE, REAL CHALLENGES, REAL 
SOLUTIONS. Volunteers of America Family Emergency 

6KHOWHU�� �30� WR��SP��$OVR�$SULO� ��WK� DQG���WK��2QH�KRXU�
LQWHUDFWLYH� WRXU� RI�92$·V�ZRUN� DQG� SURJUDPV� IRU� VHOI�
determination. For more information, call 636-4660

Apr 16 (Tues) CONFLICT RESOLUTION TRAINING. 

Peace Education Program, 9AM to 3PM. Learn the basics: 

affirmation, cooperation, and communication. For more 

information, Call 589-6583.

Apr 16 (Tues) DEVELOPMENTAL DISABLITIES WORK-
SHOP. Every third Tuesday, 11AM to 1PM. Expressions Café 

at The Council on Developmental Disabilities. Learn how an 

Individualized Education Program (IEP) is prepared for a child 

with a disability. Address barriers to inclusion. Call 584-1239

Apr 16 (Tue) PHYLLIS BENNIS TO AT BELLARMINE 
UNIVERSITY. Frazier Hall, 7PM. Internationally acclaimed 

writer and activist, Phyllis Bennis, speaks on the Israeli-

3DOHVWLQLDQ�FRQÁLFW��9LVLW�ZZZ�EHOODUPLQH�HGX�
Apr 17 (Wed) INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH. Hand in Hand 

0LQLVWULHV����WR���30��2ULHQWDWLRQ��/HDUQ�DERXW�RXU�LPPHUVLRQ�
trips and volunteer opportunities. Visit www.hhministries.com

Apr 18 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER HEALTH 
CARE. Every third Thursday, 5:30PM at First Unitarian 

Church. Call Kay Tillow 636-1551.

Apr 18 (Thurs) COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES 
FOR CHILDREN (CASA)��2ULHQWDWLRQ��1RRQ�WR��30��/HDUQ�
how you can help defend the rights of abused and neglected 

children in our community. Call 595-4911 to RSVP

Apr 18 (Thurs) MENTAL ILLNESS SUPPORT & ADVOCACY. 

NAMI Louisville every third Thursday at 3PM. Also Saturdays 

and Sundays. Support group for families. Draw on years of 

experience. Visit www.namilouisville.org.lfpl.org

Apr 18 (Thurs) THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH. Rudyard Kipling 

Restaurant, 11:30 AM. “Bridging the Divide & Creating Com-

munity with the People of Nicaragua” by Julie Driscoll SCN 

and David Horvath, longtime Central America activists and 

members of St William Church. See pg X. For more informa-

tion, contact Cathy Ford at 458-1223, fordhoff@bellsouth.net 

or Polk Culpepper at 948-2077, plok@insightbb.com

Apr 18 (Thurs) BEYOND WAR. Main Public Library, 7PM. 

David Rohde discusses his book “Beyond War: Reimagining 

$PHULFDQ�,QÁXHQFH�LQ�D�1HZ�0LGGOH�(DVW�µ�9LVLW�ZZZ�OISO�RUJ
Apr 18 (Thurs) FORsooth LABELING. Presbyterian Seminary,  

Nelson Hall, Room 10. 6:30 PM. Every 4th Thursday. We need 

(continued on page 4)


