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Citizens unite against special interests and Big Money

By Ruth Newman

Media Matters
contributions from, only those people
they’ve had success with in the past.
Polarizing issues in America have
created a house divided against itself. And
into this fragmented, divided house stride
the undemocratic, the authoritarian and the
orthodox. Whether they are CEOs of major
corporations or religious fundamentalists,
they all have one thing in common: democracy, human rights, and freedom of expression are all anathema to their core culture.
Whether it is through their vast wealth or their
fanatical doctrines that they wield power,
they can only gain control through a “divide
and conquer” strategy. And we, like sheep
to the slaughter, play right into their hands.
It doesn’t have to be this way. We
have one great and powerful tool against
Big Money: Big Numbers. A rising tide of
disenfranchised citizens are gathering across
the nation. Populist movements around the
country are gaining momentum from the
latest networking hardware and software.
The internet abounds with fresh new alliances
like allourideas.com, SMSadvocacy.
com , rainingforchange.org, reddit.com,
localocracy.org, and americanselect.org.
Right here, right now, we could launch
the biggest, most powerful grassroots
movement ever. But to do that, we first need
to recognize what unites over 80 percent of
our citizens (not just Progressives, but also

Call F.O.R. at 502/456-6586

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

2236 Kaelin Avenue
Louisville, KY 40205-2608

Fellowship of Reconciliation
Louisville Chapter

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Louisville, KY
Permit No. 962

We live in fascinating times.
Everywhere you look you’ll find shrinkage,
consolidation, downsizing and monopoly.
Disney, GE, News Corp, Sony, Time Warner
and Viacom control the Big Four networks,
most cable channels and vast holdings
in satellite TV, radio, publishing, movie
studios, music and the internet media.
Corporate behemoths fund political
campaigns, take ownership of politicians
and write our laws. When Exxon spends
$168 million on lobbying for gas and oil
in ’09; when finance, insurance and real
estate industries contribute $30 million to
members of the Senate Banking Committee
in 2010; when pharmaceutical companies
give over $29 million in campaign
contributions in ’08, it’s hard to argue that
there can be no strings attached.
And while all this consolidation of
power, money and influence is going on at
the top, “We the People” are being sliced
and diced into a million oppositional,
antagonistic fragments. Take for example
the fact that only a small segment of society,
the “swing voters” or “swing states” are
viewed with any interest by the major
parties––and then, only at election time.
Or consider election-cycle foot soldiers’
targeting of certain households––those
considered to be the “low hanging fruit”
(typically only Democrats who didn’t
vote in the last election.) Districts are
gerrymandered to create “safe seats.”
Worthwhile causes reach out to, and solicit
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Conservatives, Libertarians, Tea Partiers,
and Independents.). And that is the belief
that politicians should represent and be
accountable to their constituents. After all,
doesn’t that reflect the very essence of what
it means to live in a democracy?
We can, if we decide to, hold every
member of Congress accountable by coming
together around one issue: getting special
interest money out of politics. To do this,
we must replace it with a system that, as
Lawrence Lessig (www.rootstrikers.org)
puts it, “incentivizes candidates to raise
campaign funds from all of us, in small
dollar chunks and that effectively spreads
influence to all of us.” This could be done,
for example, with $50 tax vouchers that
individuals could allocate to the candidate of
their choice, but only if that candidate agrees
to fund his or her campaign exclusively
with vouchers from his or her constituents.
So here is what I propose: Anytime
you are asked to fill out an “issues”
questionnaire, or are canvassed, or asked
to make a donation to a cause, or solicited
by a candidate for your vote––you respond
by writing or texting or emailing or telling
that candidate that your number-one issue

is getting the corrupting influence of Big
Money out of politics. And, if they want
your vote or your support, they must agree
that our government, as we know it today,
is corrupt and that this corruption must end.
If it is an organization asking for money,
scribble across their solicitation page that the
best way they can fight the special interests
in Washington is to include in their mission
statement support for public funding of
public elections. If it is a candidate, tell
them you only support candidates who
go to www.theanticorruptionpledge.org
and take the pledge to end the influence of
money in politics. Candidates who do this
are confirmed and recorded for others to see.
Come on People now,/Smile on your
Brother,/Everybody get together, /And
Empower each other/Right now,/Right
now,/RIGHT NOW!
Ruth Newman works with the Louisville
Media Reform Group.

KIPL speaker Durley calls for
‘Greening West Louisville’
By Ira Grupper

Kentucky Interfaith Power and Light’s
Greening West Louisville program aims to
“reduce your house of worship’s energy
use and utility bills.” On October 25 the
group held a public meeting at the Kentucky
Center for African American Heritage. The
speaker was Rev. Gerald Durley, a dynamic
preacher from Atlanta, Georgia, who has
been involved in the Civil Rights Movement
for more than fifty years.
He is also an environmental activist
who links the fight for racial justice with
the ecological movement. Dr. Durley
(he holds a PhD) is a forceful orator,
practiced in speechifying that ranged from
soaring and mellifluous phrasing to rat-atat critique of environmental and human
degradation. He traced his initial skepticism
of the environmental justice movement to
stereotypes about its seeming narrow focus
on polar bears. His view changed when
he began to read thinkers like Al Gore and
Ted Turner. “I saw asthmatic rates increase
among children,” Rev. Durley recalled.
He compared the Greek word kairos
(opportunity, the right time) with chronos,
(indeterminate time). Rev. Durley referenced
Rev. Martin Luther King’s warning: “We
must all learn to live together as brothers (and
sisters) or we will perish together as fools. .
. .” He applied these words to the need for
environmental equity. “We’re treating God’s
earth like a rent-a-car,” Rev. Durley said.
Two women, Kri and Hettie, provided
great musical entertainment.
Kentucky Power and Light’s audience
was mostly white, though the venue was
in an African American neighborhood. Its
literature states: “Our program will join
the NAACP’s Climate Justice Initiative.”

Rev. Gerald Durley
photo credit: Eddie Davis

The Louisville NAACP, however, was not
listed as a sponsor.
This interracial disconnect has existed
in our racially polarized country for as
long as I can remember. There were
racially charged dynamics even within the
Civil Rights Movement of the 1960’s, for
example. We must address this racial divide
in our current battles for justice and peace.
Rev. Durley may not have had time to
mention that industrial polluting facilities
have mostly been built in communities of
color in the United States. “My concern seven
years ago was not with the environment (it
was with survival of African Americans).”
Fortunately for the audience that heard him
speak so movingly, he has joined the two issues with understanding, and phrased it with
warmth, poetry, and compassion.
Ira Grupper is a longtime labor activist in
Louisville. The author of the Labor Paens column in FORsooth, he works with the Kentucky
Labor Institute, the Louisville Media Reform
Group among others. irag@iglou.com.

Louisville praised for acceptance of interracial couples
By Scott Houchin

Coming back to Louisville is always a
treat. Every time do it, the town is different
and mostly for the better. The waterfront,
more restaurants, the LEO, the ball park,
the list is very long and continues to grow.
This trip I am doing a lot of bicycle
riding. Finally, the heat is over, and the
weather is great. Kentucky is a fantastic
place to ride with our green rolling hills,
the trees (I live out west, and there are
absolutely no Pin Oaks growing out there),
back roads, the river, etc. It has been a great
trip and while enjoying the bars/restaurants/
countryside, I have noticed one big change
in Louisville that is particularly positive. A
move from darkness to light.
I left Louisville in 1983, the time of
Reagan, and the smell of tear gas from the
Louisville busing riots was still lingering in
the air. The riots occurred less than a decade
earlier and the city was still struggling with
any sort of change. During that time you
almost never saw an interracial or what we
used to call, “a mixed couple.” A couple
made up of an African American person
and a person of European descent. This
was especially true when the white was a
female and the black was a male.
I was actually a civil rights investigator
for the state back in those days and we used
to see and hear about these cases. Usually,
it was not a public accommodation case (in
restaurants, stores, and denying service)
but in the housing sector that we would
find out about this sort of discrimination/
problem. Something like, “I brought my
black boyfriend over for the weekend and
introduced him to the landlord and then the
following week I got an eviction notice for
parking my car in the wrong parking spot.”
As an investigator, naturally I would
ask, “Well, did you park your car in the
wrong spot?” Then I received the answer, “I
do not park in the lot because I do not own a
car. I get around by bus.” At that point you
realize that you probably have a smoking

gun. The landlord’s response would plead,
“Well, someone is parking in the wrong
spot.” Or at least something like that, and
it would go round and round; and that is
why there needed to be an investigation.
I think you get the picture. Her eviction
was REALLY about her black boyfriend-not the parking spot, and the parking spot
was just the excuse to discriminate or pretext
as we used to call it.
Back in those days, if you were an
African American male, you did not go
out with a white woman in Louisville, or
you would take your chances on possible
violence. Any civil rights pro knows about
the long-standing issue of black men, white
women, lynching, beatings, etc. Our history is filled with the stuff, and it is ugly.
Very ugly.
Now, as I am having fun in Louisville
for the last week, this particular form of
hatred appears to have disappeared; at least-from a distance it has disappeared. I have
been all over: downtown, the Highlands,
St. Mathews, Anchorage, the whole city
(or at least the east end), and I have seen
interracial couples all over the place: black
and white, black and Asian, white and Asian,
Hispanic and white, black and Hispanic,
Asian and Hispanic.
In fact, I have seen just about every
possible combination of “a couple” there
is: gay couples, lesbian couples, black and
white gay couples, black and white lesbian
couples--enough--you get the picture, and
if I happened to leave out your personal
dynamics please forgive me. The earth has a
lot of people, and there is not enough space
to list all the possibilities. As we say, “We
are a rainbow.”
Anyway, I have visited around the
city, at all hours, in the bars, in the cafes,
the restaurants, the theaters–everywhere-and interracial couples do not even get a
second look. In fact, they do not even get
a sideways glance. I appear to be the only
one that notices, and that is because I used
to investigate their cases. Therefore, when
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a restaurant serves “a mixed couple” with
no hesitation–I notice it. This is part of my
training, or at least it used to be.
On the surface–and from a distance–
interracial couples appear to be accepted and
a normal part of living in Louisville. This
acceptance is, of course, one of a very long
list of changes we have been working for.
From a distance, and hopefully up close and
personal, one step has been taken forward
in the march for positive social change.
Congratulations, Louisville!

Scott Houchin is a longtime FOR
member now living in Denver, CO. As
a Paddlewheeler in the late 1970s and
early 80s he helped stop construction of
the proposed Marble Hill nuclear power
plant on the Ohio River. Houchin also
worked as a civil rights investigator for
the Ky. Commission on Human Rights as
well as the Massachusetts Commission
Against Discrimination and the U.S.
Dept. of Housing and Urban Development
Office of Fair Housing. Reach him at
sparky9cougar@comcast.net.

Study Tour to Israel/Palestine

David and Polly Johnson will lead a small group tour of Israel and Palestine
from April 12-23, 20013. The group will visit Nazareth, Ramallah, Jerusalem,
Bethlehem and Hebron to meet with Jewish and Palestinian human rights
activists, tour holy sites and volunteer at an Elderly Center and a school for
children affected by the Occupation. The cost will be about $3000. A $100
deposit must be received by December 30, 2012. For more information,
please call David or Polly at 473-8435 or e-mail pollyjohnson60@gmail.com.

SUBMIT to FORsooth!

FORsooth welcomes unsolicited submissions for publications. Articles ideally should
be 800-1000 words. Contact the editors to discuss the project before submitting
longer articles. Each article should be 12-point, New Roman, and single-spaced.
Please also send along with submissions a head shot photo of the author(s) as well
as any other relevant and meaningful photos or graphics. Each article should include
a description the author(s) of no more than a few sentences and, if possible, contact
information and a URL.
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October 2012
BEGINNING BALANCE ...................... $6,489.39
Donations & Honorariums ................... 2,920.00
TOTAL ..................................................... $9,409.39
EXPENDITURES:
FORsooth editing................$100.00
FORsooth layout...................100.00
FORsooth printing................402.00
FORsooth mailing.................200.00
FOR National Dues...............100.00
LPFM radio............................100.00
Solutions to Violence text......498.60
Rabbi Jeremy Milgrom..........100.00
Office Expenses........................183.25
$1,783.85
1,783.85
ENDING BALANCE.............................. $7.625.54
Please make your check
payable to the Fellowship
of Reconciliation. Your
gift is tax deductible.

PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO:
Tim Scheldorf, Treasurer
Fellowship of Reconciliation
2917 Beaumont Road
Louisville, KY 40205

The Louisville Committee for Peace
in the Middle East has fair trade,
organic olive oil for sale.
750-liter bottles are $18.00.
To order some, please call
Polly Johnson at (502) 473-8435.
FORsooth

Game-Changing Federal Climate Legislation:
What Will It Take?

By Sarah Lynn Cunningham

Introduction

Election Day 2012 came as residents of
10 coastal US states still were reeling from
Superstorm Sandy—killing 100, displacing
tens of thousands and disrupting power supply for millions. Before everyone had power
restored and found even temporary housing,
a Nor’easter added to their miseries.

Sarah Lynn Cunningham

While scientists are only beginning to
be able to distinguish which severe weather
events are caused by climate change, there’s
no real doubt that climate change is here
and worsening. (“Weather” is short-term
and “climate,” long-term.)
It is human nature that most accept
change only after we’re affected personally
and unmistakably. Indeed, as Americans
face increasingly frequent and extreme
weather, a growing majority have come to
accept that reality.
Are things bad enough that a critical mass
of policymakers will take decisive action?

It Takes a Disaster

Throughout American history, gamechanging federal environmental legislation
was adopted only after disasters energized
voters, who in turn demanded that reluctant
politicians act, including these examples:
Only after toxic smog from metal smelting and coal burning stagnated over Donora,
Pennsylvania, killed 20 residents and sent
7,000 to the hospital in 1948 did Congress
pass the original Clean Air Act in 1955.
Only after the Cuyahoga River became
so polluted that it burst into flames in 1969
and made the cover of Time magazine did

By Josh Kauppila
Beset with wild dreams, while I wander
between barn and pasture. Taking grain
from a moving belt and hay pitchforked
and swept about. I dream of quiet wood
paths during the still mid-morning. I dream
of patches of wildflowers blooming in the
sunny corner of a riverbed. I dream of love
and land and adventure. I awake often on
sore knees, resting on a bed of shifted
straw, on concrete. I eat and I produce and
I bear young, and they are taken away, or
raised confined elsewhere. I may become
disquietly content, bored in motion and lazy
in movement. But such is the lot of the cow.
People have wild dreams too. The lives
of people are similar: food from trucks,
roughshod dwellings built for efficiency,
compelled to live in an ordered, productive,
scheduled fashion. People dream of danger
often, risk, sheer exhilaration, deep loss,
but also triumph and great unrestrained
joy. These are the stirrings that amplify
into the echo chamber of an empty life. The
life they lead is a life built on an intention,
not a circumstance––an ideal advertised as
the only way, and that suggestion of any
question is to not understand the problem.
Dec. 2012/Jan. 2013

Congress give the Clean Water Act (CWA)
enough teeth to be effective in 1972.
Only after a Union Carbide subsidiary’s
pesticide plant in India leaked toxic methyl
isocyanate into nighttime darkness, killing at
least 3,787 and injuring over a half-million
in 1984, did Congress amend the Superfund
Act to include community right-to-know
clauses in 1986.
Only after scientists discovered a huge
hole in the atmospheric ozone layer in 1985
did Congress sign the United Nationsnegotiated Montréal Protocol for reducing
the chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) emissions
causing it in 1987.
Few Americans alive today can recall
winter days when drivers needed headlights
against smog so dense as to block the
midday sun.
The idea of a river catching fire strikes
us as preposterous. Before the CWA, half
of cities on the Ohio River dumped sewage
without treatment into the river from which
downstream neighbors took drinking water.
Now, they all provide at least secondary, if
not tertiary, treatment, prior to discharge.
Mere publication of annual lists,
detailing which facilities pollute how much,
of which pollutants, still prompts the worst
offenders to make huge reductions to ensure
that they come off the top of the list.
In less than a decade after the Montréal
Protocol was adopted, CFC emissions had
plummeted to a small fraction of what
they’d been.

What About Global
Climate Change?

I see global warming as the biggest threat
to the environment, it inhabitants and their
health. By its very nature, climate change
poses equally potent threats to geopolitics,
world economies and even world peace.
Worsening droughts, storms and floods
are cutting into food supplies, displacing
people. The poorest and least powerful
victims often find that neighboring villages
or nations are unable or unwilling to share resources. Some such conflicts lead violence.
The United Nations negotiation process
that resulted in the Montréal Protocol in
1986 also led to the Kyoto Protocol for
greenhouse gases (GHGs) in 1997. Why
didn’t Congress sign the latter treaty
to compel us to reduce our prodigious
contributions to climate change? (The US
was the only nation covered by that treaty
to not sign on.)
Certainly, the fossil-fuel industries’
well funded denial campaigns succeeded in
misleading a large share of voters into doubting whether carbon emissions are to blame,

Ambient Temperature and CO2 Concentrations, 800,000 Years Ago to the Present. Data and
graph from NOAA. Graph from The Climate Reality Project, updated to 2010 by the author,
using data from climatologist Keith Mountain, PhD of UofL.

if not even whether climate change exists.
And too many politicians of both major
parties failed to lead—often accepting campaign donations from fossil fuel industries
and shamelessly parroting their denials.
In Kentucky, Governor Beshear and
numerous other elected officials blame the
loss coal jobs—to record low natural gas
prices—on the EPA and President Obama.
Rep. Jim Gooch, the Democrat chairing the
state House Committee on Natural Resources
and Environment, is in the coal business.

Climate Science 101

The Earth is inhabitable because our
atmosphere—made up of greenhouses
gases—traps the sun’s heat. The denser
those gases, the more heat trapped. And
the warmer the planet, the more extreme
are weather and climate patterns.
The most persistent denial claims the
warming and severe weather are part of
nature’s normal swings. The graph below
shows the ambient temperature and concentration of carbon dioxide (CO2, the largest
GHG by volume) dating back 800,000 years.
(Other GHGs are similarly patterned.)
I submit that any 5th grader could draw
these key conclusions readily from it:
Temperature and CO2 concentrations
correlate, and vary greatly.
Current CO2 concentrations are
unprecedentedly far beyond normal.

Wild Dreams

But this ideal creates a siphon of life
and the depths of loss. The heights of joy
are never fully realized. This ideal requires
a tithe to society for a gift you did not ask
for and a goal you do not share. This tithe
is your wage which you then may turn and
pay again a hundredfold, to every vendor
peddling necessary goods where access to
shared goods or free items is restricted or
destroyed. They offer freedom from want
and fear, so earn and purchase and it shall be
yours. Their claim has no backing, they sell
what they cannot provide. What was once an
individual’s burden of doubt and insecurity
is now aggregated and has developed into a
social mechanism. Where one may choose
and decide and revise any decision regarding
that existential fear on her own terms, that
very same doubt (aggregated by society)
put in place as the fuel for a system with
the function of dispelling doubt, creates a
monster which cannot help but destroy itself.
People thought they had found a way to deal
with anxiety, but when faith is placed in this
ideal and its false solutions, that anxiety is
redoubled, and fed again into the machine.
These wild dreams have their function.
They reflect on the predictable constrained
frameworks of civilized life with a low mur-

mur of dissatisfaction. They remind a body
of sweat and primal fear and explosive joy.
They know nothing of counting numbers,
the hidden anxiety of relying on all these
buildings around you. They know nothing
of toil and sweat for another which is not
readily given out of joy and compassion.
These wild dreams dare us to cast off the
heavy cloak of identity and dive into adventure: unbound and immediately important.
They are void of a scripted ideal which prescribes the circumstances and outcomes of
a given life. They instead move and change
and draw us along in a play much larger
than our immediate desires and long-term

What Will It Take to Get
Congress to Act?

President Obama has long acknowledged and attempted to address climate
change—yet consistently met resistance
from business and Congress. Now a lame
duck, the 2012 droughts and storms may inspire him to retract previous executive orders
delaying EPA regulation of GHGs—as the
US Supreme Court has twice ruled it must.
Congress is still full of Republicans
and Democrats beholden to fossil fuel
industries. Still, if the American people so
demand, they, too, may be on the verge of
addressing reality. Even the business world
is increasingly viewing multi-billion-dollar
losses as bad for business. Indeed, the allcaps headline shouting from recent issue of
Bloomberg Businessweek magazine read,
“IT’S GLOBAL WARMING, STUPID!”
Visit Louisville CAN at www.
louisvillecan.org for more information or
to request a free presentation, customized
to your audience’s interests.
Sarah Lynn Cunningham is an
environmental engineer and educator, and
serves as director of the Louisville Climate
Action Network. She may be contacted by
calling 502.451.COOL (2665) or e-mailing
to info@louisvillecan.org.

“plans.” Plans if they can be called that at
all, for if one was to really consider the
choices of a liars’ game or an honest life,
he would hardly set out on the venture of
delusion and the fear of want. One cannot
plan in this sense, to be honest; it is merely
a perspective, one receives a question or
riddle and honestly sorts it out, coming to
an answer entirely of her making with all the
strength she possesses. When one receives
a question or riddle and gives it to societal
mechanism constructed on doubt, he must
shop the limited options, knowing well the
answer will be neither effective nor lasting.
The wild dreams suggest that we know.
The wild dreams tell us we have built something that is unwieldy and dangerous, that
we must face our doubt our anxiety our fear
on our own scale. They suggest we keep and
cherish our fears, and do not abdicate our
personal responsibility to a system we distrust
and whose results we are right to denounce.
Joshua Kauppila writes poetry to reflect
the shadows of culture. He grew up in
the northern reaches of the wild Upper
Peninsula of Michigan. He now types and
works and makes what music he can in the
woods of Maine.
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Local activist pursues a faithful two-state solution
Israel in 2010 and today seeking to expand
40 more settlements in the West Bank.

By Russ Greenleaf

I am a retired engineer. I am Jewish.
I am a member of a Reform Temple in
Louisville, Kentucky. I have friends in
Israel, and I want what is best for them.
I have Palestinian friends too, and I want
what is best for them also.
When the Oslo peace agreement was
reached in 1993, I was a Conservative Jew,
worshiping every week in a Conservative
synagogue. I was a Zionist (a supporter
of Israel).
When Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin shook hands with Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat in 1993, I was happy, because
it seemed that Israel would finally have
peace. I hoped the two-state solution would
bring peace by giving the Palestinians a state
of their own in the West Bank and Gaza.
The same optimism quickly spread across
the Middle East. It was clear that most
Israelis and most Palestinians were eager to
live together in peace. Most Arab countries
supported it too and were relieved that 45
years of hostility would end.
I was shocked when Israeli Prime
Minister Rabin was assassinated by a Jewish terrorist who wanted to stop the peace
process. I didn’t know there was such a
thing as a Jewish terrorist. And why would
anyone try to stop peace?
Within a few months, Binyamin Netanyahu became prime minister of Israel.
I couldn’t help but notice that he was trying to stop the peace process, too. It was
obvious that he was doing many things to
undermine the process of reconciliation that
Rabin had started.
I wondered why, and I began to ask:
Who is Netanyahu? What is his Likud
political party about? Who is Yigal Amir, the
Israeli religious student who assassinated
Prime Minister Rabin? Why did he do it?
I found that Netanyahu and his Likud party in Israel had opposed the Oslo
peace process from the very beginning.
They had openly campaigned against it.
Likud believes that all negotiations are
fruitless, and that Israel must routinely use
overwhelming military power against its
neighbors to survive.
Likud is committed to a constant state
of war, known as the “Iron Wall” doctrine, or
“Fortress Israel.” Netanyahu and his Likud
party are strongly opposed to returning any
land to the Palestinians, ever. They want to
take more land. They want all of the West
Bank and Gaza to be made part of Israel, and
they want the Palestinians to leave or die.
They are opposed to a two-state solution.
They are committed to Jewish settlement

Yom Kippur

Russ Greenleaf

expansion. They are quite open about this
in Israel.
What I learned aboutYigalAmir (Rabin’s
assassin) was even more astonishing. Amir
was not an insane gunman, but simply a
loyal follower of Likud-oriented ideology,
and he was putting it into practice. He is
an Israeli Orthodox Jew who truly believes
what his rabbis have taught him.
His rabbis taught him that the Torah
forbids giving away the land of Israel, and
that because Rabin wanted to give some
land back to the Palestinians as part of a
peace deal, then the Torah said that Rabin
deserved to die.
Rabbis issued a ruling based on the din
rodef (“law of the pursuer”) against Prime
Minister Rabin. A Jewish religious ruling
of this sort declares that some person (the
rodef) poses an imminent danger to his
fellow Jews and therefore must be killed.
(It is one of the few instances in which the
death penalty and extrajudicial kiliing can
still be carried out under Jewish religious
law, according to the Talmud tractate,
Sanhedrin.) When rabbis issue a ruling of
din rodef against a person, Jews who respect
those rabbis will feel obligated to carry out
the murder. The evidence is overwhelming
that rabbis did issue the ruling, and Yigal
Amir carried it out. They hoped that killing
one man would stop the whole process of
trading land for peace.
Unfortunately for the peace process,
this single murder proved successful
at thwarting negotiations. Netanyahu
continues to reverse everything Rabin had
done, sabotaging the two-state solution at
every turn--flouting US sensitivities by
announcing the expansion by 1600 new
illegal dwellings during VP Biden’s visit to

The final straw for me came on Yom
Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the holiest
day of the Jewish year.
After a day of prayer and fasting in the
synagogue, there was a short lecture before
the evening prayers started. A speaker came
to the podium and said that we must support Prime Minister Netanyahu. Someone
expressed discomfort that Netanyahu was
undermining the peace process. The speaker
said, “We may not like what he is doing,
but we have to support him, because he is
the Prime Minister of Israel.”
I was being told to support someone who
was destroying peace. In my synagogue, on
the holiest day of the year, I was being told
to violate one of the greatest commandments
of the Torah––the commandment to “Seek
peace and pursue it.” In my synagogue, as in
so many others, I got the feeling that blind
support for Israel had superseded God and
the Word of God.
This absolute loyalty to the state of Israel felt to me like a new form of idolatry. On
the holiest day of the year, I had an intense
feeling that the abomination of desolation
was in the temple. I couldn’t stand it anymore. I left the synagogue immediately and
did not return for evening prayers.
I ended my membership in that
synagogue. I could not pray there anymore.

Why is there still no peace?

Over time, it became clear to me that the
assassination of Rabin had indeed stopped
the peace process. No other leader with the
courage to make peace emerged to replace
him. Every passing year has seen Israel
confiscate more Palestinian land, kill more
Palestinians, build more Jewish settlements,
and make the two-state solution less and
less possible.
Why? I went to Israel and talked with
Israelis and learned the reason. It is because
approximately 20 percent of Israelis support
Netanyahu’s Likud party, or parties even
more extreme. And in Israel’s parliamentary
system, 20 percent is enough to control
Israel’s policy towards the Palestinians and
block the two-state solution indefinitely.
That extreme 20 percent is vocal enough
and fanatical enough to intimidate all but
the most courageous of Israeli politicians.
And the threat of assassination still hangs
over the head of any prime minister who
would actually sign an agreement to trade
land for peace.

It is clear that Israel is incapable of
making peace on its own. Pressure from
the outside is the only thing that can help.
In the years since that Yom Kippur, I have
done volunteer work with Jewish peace
organizations to try to provide the outside
pressure that Israel needs to move towards
peace. I am currently a member of Jewish
Voice for Peace.
My Jewish peace activism eventually
led me back to Jewish communal worship.
I found one synagogue that I felt did not
place loyalty to Israel above God and Torah.
It was a Reform Temple. I felt comfortable
there, so I became a Reform Jew, and I pray
there regularly.

Important things I have learned

Since that transformative Yom Kippur,
I have learned some important facts. Israel
was created in Palestine in 1948 as a refuge
for Jews made homeless by the Holocaust.
A refuge for Jews was a good idea, but
there were already people living there.
The land was thoroughly inhabited by the
Palestinians, and they were cultivating most
of the arable land.
The Palestinians were forcibly expelled
from their homes in 1948 by a deliberate
act of ethnic cleansing by Zionist Jewish
militants to make sure that the new state of
Israel would have a Jewish majority. (This is
an established fact, well documented even by
Israeli historians.) Most Palestinians are still
refugees today. International law says their
expulsion was a crime and that they have
an inalienable right to return to their homes.
Who are the Palestinians? The
Palestinians are the descendants of all the
people who have ever lived in Palestine.
They are the descendants of the ancient
Canaanites. They also are the descendants
of the biblical Israelites who stayed on the
land. Most of them eventually converted to
Christianity. Then when Islam came through
the area, many converted to Islam.
So, by the year 1850, the population
of Palestine was approximately 85 percent
Muslim, 11 percent Christian, and 4 percent Jewish. They were all living together
in relative peace, until Zionists came from
Europe and began the process of expelling
anyone who was not Jewish. They all can
live together in peace again when that process of expulsion stops, and when justice
and basic human rights are restored.
Russ Greenleaf is an activist with Louisville Jewish Voice for Peace. He is also
a member of the Louisville Committee for
Peace in the Middle East, and the Louisville
CommitteeNtrStdio-final-Fellowship-2010SuPage
for Israeli and Palestinian States.

Imagining Our Way to a Brighter Future

By Frank Schwartz

It’s easy to be a downer when
we’re talking about the challenges our
community faces. Too often, we who are
invested in our community spiral into a
semi-compulsive listing of the issues that
plague us---our dilapidated bridges and
general infrastructure, our failing schools
and underserved communities, our poor air
quality, our access to health care and our
frightening incarceration rates.
Then there’s the loss of middle class
jobs and the stagnation of low-wage work,
the expansion of the big box economy
and the loss of neighborhood stores. Our
urban landscape is more and more given
over to cars, parking lots and asphalt. It’s
enough to make a person depressed, not
to mention breathless.
The bleakness of our prospects can
be overwhelming. And sometimes in
focusing on our communities’ problems
our imagination can become cramped and
exhausted. But what if instead, we could
imagine building a parallel economy, one
that would negate and neutralize the burden
and dysfunctional nature of so much of our
current social order.
We should ask ourselves: how do we
view our collective future? What kind of a
future do we envision for ourselves and our
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neighbors--close and distant? How would
you go about your daily life and engage
your future?
Can you imagine joining a local
credit union? What a great way to support
a cooperative venture that has an almost
two-century legacy to celebrate! Or, how
about extending the credit union mission
by making its presence possible in our
underserved neighborhoods?
This would help put forth new financial services to assist households and help
them increase their net worth by building
their assets.
Can you imagine using multi-modal
transportation? Consider joining those
that have become multi-modal and begin
enjoying the benefits of TARC service,
bicycle travel, walking to your destination,
and if the occasion demands, driving your
private auto.
When you choose to take TARC, even
when you don’t “need” to, because you
have a car, you have chosen to support
transportation that many people must have to
get to jobs, shopping, etc. TARC rider-ship
needs to rise to make it a viable service for
all those depending on it. Use TARC service
on a rotational basis even if you yourself
don’t need that service. Others who require
TARC service to get around will be grateful.

Can you imagine supporting businesses
that you believe in, treat their workers fairly,
are environmentally friendly and are located
in your neighborhood? Help bring success
to the Keep Louisville Weird stores in your
neighborhood. If we are going to build a
local economy, support local businesses.
Can you imagine eating locally? The
local food movement is also growing and
becoming a vibrant part of our Metro
area. Farmers’ markets are increasing
and community supported agriculture
(subscription farming) continues to thrive
and expand. Students in Jefferson County
are learning about growing their own
food and the 15,000 farmers movement
in Jefferson County aims to increase the
number of back yard farmers in our county.
Can you imagine building strong
communities? This is a tough one! The
building block of a neighborhood, and then
a city, is the resilience of the households
and citizens that reside there. How do we
go about strengthening the families in our
communities so they can then make strong
neighborhoods possible? Perhaps we can
make this a challenge for all of us in 2013.
Frank Schwartz is a progressive activist
in Louisville.

FORsooth

1

Response to George Morrison on the ACLU

By Richard Beliles

I could hardly agree more with George
Morrison’s September column about the
insanity of the ACLU’s support of the
US Supreme Court’s infamous “Citizens
United” decision.
As far I can tell, the ACLU has been
heading in this direction for at least ten
years. Their opposition to the “McCain
Feingold” campaign finance reform law
of 2002 was an earlier indication that they
have gotten out of touch with the “civil”
in civil liberties. By the way, the MerriamWebster Dictionary defines “civil” to mean,
“Of or relating to ordinary citizens and their
concerns. Occurring between citizens of the
same country.”
As for the US Supreme Court, the
libertarian-minded majority has decided
that freedom ought to resemble a laissezfaire marketplace. Their line of reasoning
is derived from 18th-century economic
theory. It was thought back in those times
that the so-called “perfect competition” of
the marketplace in the town square was the
best model for the conduct of human affairs.
You won’t find that idea anywhere
in the text of our Constitution, though.
It comes from previous court decisions

By Tom Louderback
Many of the economic ideas you hear
from politicians are rooted in the Newtonian
theories of physics from the 17th Century.
Put simply, their economics depends on
very old science.
Sir Isaac Newton is probably most famous for his profound observation that “for
every action there is an equal and opposite
reaction.” This is how most of us remember
his laws of motion today. What Newton
saw in the universe were mechanical laws
that could be measured with mathematical
certainty. It made perfect sense in those
times to think of the universe as a clock.
18th-century economists, such as the
ubiquitous Adam Smith, worked Newtonian
mechanics into a theory of self-regulating
markets that were expected to function the
same way. Similar to the law of gravity,
economics would have a law of supply
and demand. Objects react to each other in
accordance with the law of gravity. Likewise, supply and demand were expected to
continuously react and adjust to each other
in economics.
You’ve heard this law described
many times. When consumer demand for
supplies and services goes up, sellers raise
their prices. When the price gets too high,
demands drops. That drop forces the sellers
to drop their prices.

known collectively as judicial precedent.
Thus, freedom of speech is based on archaic
economic theories in the minds of some,
apparently including the ACLU. Never mind
that those marketplaces in the town square
were long ago replaced by much bigger and
more powerful organizations.
There are alternative concepts of free
speech, but the Court rejects them. One
such alternative suggested many times by
advocates of campaign finance reform is
commonly known as “the even playing
field.” The basic idea is to provide some
free access or public funding for opposing
points of view so that the voters get to hear
more than one side of public issues.
The intellectual heritage of the even
playing field concept goes back to a more
elaborate line of reasoning. According
to historians, our founders recognized
three aspects of freedom––freedom from
“despotic government,” freedom from
“the tyranny of the majority” and “public
liberty” or the freedom to participate in
self-governance. They addressed all three in
our Constitution by providing us systems of
checks and balances, rights to due process
and First Amendment guarantees.
Put simply, freedom is a process. It

Richard Beliles

happens by our participation in public
events. Freedom is not a stationary object.
In the famous words of US Supreme Court
Justice Louis D. Brandeis (a Louisville
native), “Those who won our independence
valued liberty as an end and as a means.”
In one sense, I might agree with the

HUMANE ECONOMICS

Bear in mind that the most common
kind of market in Smith’s day was the
marketplace in the town square. Typically
there were dozens of local sellers and
competition was keen. Today’s economy
is greatly different. The sellers are huge
organizations, and they are much fewer in
number. For example, three large grocery
store chains dominate the market for
groceries in Metro Louisville nowadays.
One of them occupies over fifty percent of
the local market.
That arrangement is typical in most of
the market segments of our time. It means
that sellers today have much more market
power than the sellers of the 18th century.
The supplies and services they produce

are usually driven by goals they set for
themselves in carefully researched strategic
plans. If demand is weaker than expected,
they will try to boost it with an advertising
campaign. Adam Smith probably didn’t
expect markets to work like this.
One of the problems with applying
Newtonian mechanics to economic markets
is that 17th-century physics describes
“reversible” events. The classic example is
the motion of billiard balls on a pool table.
We can calculate their speed and position
as they bump into each other. We are not
concerned about changes in the composition
of these billiard balls because we are totally
focused on the objects and their environment
as they presently exist.
But, economic activity is about
transformations that cannot be reversed.
Energy and materials are combined,
transformed, applied, used up, and
discarded. These transformations change the
composition of objects and the conditions
of their environment. Adam Smith’s law of
supply and demand ignores such changes
mostly because scientists were hardly aware
of the effects of energy and environmental
change during his lifetime.
By the middle of the 19th century,
scientists were beginning to recognize
natural phenomena that would radically
change the field of physics. For example,
the first and second laws of thermodynamics

politicians who like to say that money is a
form of speech. Currency and bank notes are
indeed a form of communication; although
very limited in scope. It appears to me that
money says the same thing over and over
again.  “I own property worth the amount
printed on this currency.”
Money doesn’t express any thoughts,
ideas, opinions, knowledge or wisdom. It
only expresses the power to control property.
That kind of communication is already
protected by our property rights under the
Fifth Amendment. You would think this
protection would be sufficient.
I don’t know why the current leadership
of the ACLU believes in a narrow concept
of free speech based on 18th-century
economic theory. It appears to contradict
the organization’s purpose. I understand that
a number of former national chairpersons
disagree with the current ACLU leadership.
It’s well known that a number of attorneys
have moved from the ACLU to The Brennan
Center for Justice since 2003 because they
wanted to work for the even playing field
concept of free speech.
Richard Beliles is the Chair of Common
Cause Kentucky, 502-228-1534.

describe energy as something that constantly
changes, although, in one direction only.
It continuously transforms from available
forms to unavailable forms or from a
concentrated state to a dispersed state.
These scientists were among the first
to see that the laws of physics are not
absolute. They recognized that the function
of such laws can vary with circumstances,
such as changes in available energy. Then,
about a century later, Einstein’s theories of
relativity demonstrated that the geometric
properties of space and time vary with the
speed light. It turns out that even geometry
has limitations. This strange and counterintuitive theory seems to be an admonition
against overconfidence in our perceptions
and brainy ideas.
Eventually it became obvious to the scientists that our universe is not as mechanical
as a clock. It apparently behaves more like
an organism. So, our universe seems to behave in unpredictable ways sometimes--sort
like us. Mathematical calculations that accurately describe one natural phenomenon
might not work on others. Math varies with
the circumstances, too.
In spite of all this science, many
politicians continue to idolize the law of
supply and demand. They desperately want
to believe that markets function like a clock
work, or better yet, a digital computer.
The truth is that markets behave more
like the politicians, themselves. The sellers
don’t observe laws that are not enforced,
they try to gain power by eliminating the
completion, and they mislead the consumers
when they think it’s necessary. Many sellers
today are driven more by their own strategic
plans than by real consumer demand.

As South African labor unrest continues,
Cosatu official Billy Zulu is beaten by
Amplats strikers at Olympia stadium
Rustenburg. 27 October 2012, Rustenburg,
North West.
Photo Greg Marinovich
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By Buddha Mani Dhakal
When somebody asks me, “Why are
you here in US when your country is called
happiest in the world?” I do not have an
easy answer. I wish I could give a long
account of the details of what it entails to
be out of “this happiest country” and not
be able to return.
Sometimes befriending an intellectual
soul from an Asian country or a westerner
who had visited Bhutan, would be too
embarrassing or intimidating. I came across
such a situation with a Japanese American

Buddha Mani Dhakal

friend who poked me with this question
back in August in The Asian Institute/
Crane house.
The royal government’s mighty jaws
have long been gaping open on any of the
subjects of Bhutan in case they raise a voice
against any unjust government actions or
polices. That remained so after the 1988
adoption of the “One Nation One People”
policy by the Royal Government, decreed
by the fourth king.
I remember an instance in then Samchi
High School back in 1990 when the school
Principal, Mr. Sangay Tenzin, furiously
reminded the class (grade 10, section A) that
everybody was expected to obey the Royal
Decree of the fourth king to buy a new set
of gho or kira (the school uniform) even
though we had bought in the previous year.
Some of the poorer students did not
want to get measurement of the cloth which

Freedom from fear

was reported to the principal. The uniform
actually cost Nu 350. A fear of not obeying
to King’s command, probably the harsher
result, clouded the class.
There was always a fear among the
commoners from the feudal lords, the district
and sub-district heads, who posed as regional
kings favored by the decentralization policy
of royal government. Fear ran deep in the
gut if one did not attend a village meeting
with these feudal lords; if one failed to report
to the compulsory labor (the national work
force) summoned by the sub-divisional head
through village head (now GUP); if one
disagreed with the directives of a superior
civil servant; if a student failed to attend a
single prayer assembly, so on and so forth.
Fear of government persecution and
plundering of property by the extremist
dissidents equally contributed to a mass
uprooting of the long-settled villages of the
south during the 1990s. The fear loomed
above them daily in broad daylight as well
as in the darkness of every night.
Bhutanese people in the south also
feared police reprisals for not wearing national dress while they were out in market or
in public places like the school compound,
office periphery, or if they chanced to encounter any official casually passing by. The fines
determined for the “offense” itself provoked
fear while the penalty of being thrown in
jail for “repeated offense” made commoners even perplexed and paralyzed. This fear
of being noticed without the gho or kira by
any government servant still haunts the poor,
uneducated, peasantry of democratic Bhutan.
The authorities are a source of fear for
many civilians and junior civil servants.
A dasho (government servant heading a
section) is to be feared if any junior official
or a commoner does not bend in front of
him/her to pay the respect (as demanded
by Driglam Namzha of Bhutan). One such
feudal lord, Lakpa Dorji, once the district
head of Samtse, was notorious for using
his official sword (patang) to batter anyone
not conforming to that Driglam Namzha.
Upon spotting a police or an army
officer in uniform, people feared to pass
by, particularly after 1990, just in case
the uniformed men ask uncomfortable
questions or put a suspicious eye on them.
‘The Bhutanese’ weekly is now intrepid
showing the courage to voice all forms of
degrading civic life and incongruence about
Bhutan’s development philosophy.

Flag of Bhutan

October 5 issue of the paper wrote: “In
many parts of Bhutan many villagers still
live under that shadow of fear be it the fear
of local tshogpa, Gup, Dzongkhag officials
or even visiting dignitaries all of whom still
have enormous power over the quality of life
of the villager.” This boldness to debunk the
older feudalistic structure of the aristocracy
by this paper is both applauded and criticized
heavily. But the truth is: There is still the
power in these vested officials to denigrate
any one as anti-national, anti-tsa- wa- soom
or even anti-king and purge as non-national.
The paper further express the agony:
“This shadowy super structure can easily
extend its tentacles of control into the
judiciary, media, private sector and other
government institutions. Those who dare
oppose it, whether within the bureaucracy or
outside it, will be targeted and hounded by
these very powerful and organized groups.”
Spoken enough evils of the Bhutanese
culture of bossism, the super structure
formed by the elites already in best
positions to target anybody not complying,
transparency in the governance is demanded
by this paper, at least. There was a time
when if a superior government official feel
offended by a junior, he would fabricate the
offense as being anti-government, which
also means anti-king, so that the subordinate
could be rounded up.
It is for this reason, Zangley Drukpa,

the health minister is ruling the depravity in
health sector with his toothy grin and hopeless argument, unquestioned by the public.
Creating fear among the people was
the common aim of Bhutanese judiciary
until very recently. The argument was: if
fear is instilled in the parties committing
offensive acts, there will be no repetition
of same offense later. Both the plaintiff and
defendant were often punished corporally
by lashing whip or beating with canes or
baton charged on the butt. Such tools of
corporal justice hung the walls of judicial
court in Bhutan until 1980s.
Students in school have to fear the strict
disciplinarian teaching staffs. Such focus
on discipline in most Bhutanese schools
help produce responsible citizens. But, it
is not very useful to inflict traditional and
inhumane types of corporal punishment for
minor mistakes by school children. Very
lately, The Bhutanese weekly reported a
case of such barbaric method of punishment
practiced by the national language teacher in
his classroom. In its issue of 17th October
2012, the headline read: “Teacher plays
‘Doctor’ injects students with unsterilized
syringe as punishment.”
Buddha Mani Dhakal writes for
FORsooth on foreign affairs, especially
South Asia. dhakalbm@gmail.com

Gay and queer men gather in Havana’s Central Park. Recent political advances have led to
greater acceptance of Cuba’s LGBT citizens.
Photo credit Peter S. Fosl

Two boys enjoy mango icicles in Old Havana, Cuba.
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IPP forges ties that bind among religious traditions

with my friend, Margie Hunt, a JapaneseAmerican originally from Hiroshima who
now lives in Louisville. A young student in
1945, her life was spared when she decided
to go to work with her father rather than
attend class in the center of the city where
the bomb was dropped. I was a young
soldier who was part of the occupation
force in Hiroshima. I have asked Margie’s
forgiveness for my part in dropping the
A-bomb. Graciously, she has granted it.
Like Terry Taylor, Don Vish, a good
friend and Louisville attorney, has also been
very active with Interfaith Paths to Peace,
spending five years as its board chair.
“The mission of Interfaith Paths to
Peace is to make peace,” Don says. “To do
that, you have to become a person of peace.
And you become a person of peace if you
are at peace.”
When it comes to peacemaking, Don
and Terry have got it right. By their actions
and those of other firm Interfaith Paths to
Peace supporters, we can achieve our goal
for a peaceful world. As Don likes to say,
“A little peace goes a long way.”

By Lee Thomas with Ron Cooper

After Khrushchev and Eisenhower
agreed to cultural exchanges in the late
1950s, I was in one of the first American
groups to pay a visit behind the Iron
Curtain. I was allowed to roam the streets of
Moscow without a government guide. Just
by happenstance, I wandered into a Baptist
church where they were getting ready to start
their service. But as it turned out, I couldn’t
get away with anonymity. Rev. Orlov, the
Minister to Foreigners, approached me and
escorted me to the balcony of the church.
Halfway through the service the entire
congregation stood up, turned around to face
me, and sang the Christian hymn, “Blessed
Be the Ties that Bind.” I have never felt so
welcome anyplace in the world, much less
in a Communist nation that supposedly
allowed no religious services. These
Muscovites were friendly, approachable and
ready to interact with people of other faiths.
I’ve always believed in strengthening
the “Ties that Bond” among faiths. So
when I had the opportunity to join with
like-minded pacifists and launch Interfaith
Paths to Peace (IPP) more than 16 years ago,
I did so enthusiastically and unwaveringly.
Interfaith Paths to Peace is an
organization that combines the mission
of creating harmony among all religions
while striving for peace throughout our
communities and in the world. As a historic
peace church, my beloved Religious Society
of Friends (Quakers) stands foursquare
behind this organization.
Its purpose is to “make our community,
the nation and the world more peaceful
by bringing people of different religions
together through programs and events that
promote inter-religious understanding.”
Interfaith Paths to Peace is a vibrant,
active, positive force, delivering many
outstanding programs, events and activities.
The organization:
• provides ongoing programs and events,
including concerts, art exhibits, lectures,
films, interfaith dinners, peace vigils,
pilgrimages for peace, book-signings
and more.
• serves as the major faith partner for
Louisville’s annual Hunger Walk which
in 2011 drew over 2,400 participants.
• hosts regular events including free
weekly meditation programs, monthly
film and discussion events, and co-hosts
Third Thursday luncheon presentations
on important peacemaking topics.

Lee Thomas (right) and friends

• just completed a year-long, monthly
“Introduction to World Religions”
program that reached hundreds of
people; and also offers additional
educational programs including an
“Introduction to Islam” class.
• has a board of directors including
Christians, Jews, Muslims, Baha’is,
Buddhists, Hindus and Unitarians.
• has increased the number of persons
attending or participating in IPP events
from just a few hundred in 2004 to over
10,000 in 2011.
As executive director for the past
eight years, Terry Taylor has ably led the
organization both locally and internationally.
He has undertaken interfaith peacemaking
and cultural exchange programs in Morocco,
Japan, Iran, Turkey, Qatar, Egypt, Syria,
Israel and the West Bank.
Terry maintains an active membership
in the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR)
and serves on the board of Fons Vitae Press.
He is also a member of the US Religion
Communicators Council. He collaborates
on projects and events with organizations
founded in the name of many faiths: Roman
Catholic, Jewish, Episcopal, Islamic,
Buddhist, Hindu and American Indian.
One of the most vivid examples of the
work of the IPP is its support of the Floating

of the Candles ceremony that takes place
at Willow Lake in Cherokee Park, here in
Louisville. The ceremony is an ancient one,
and is in this case used to commemorate the
horrific bombing of Hiroshima on August 6,
1945. Louisville’s ceremony echos the one
given in Hiroshima, for which Terry Taylor
received an invitation from the Mayor of
Hiroshima. It is a sober occasion to remind
us of the horrors of war, but also of the need
to forgive, reconcile and move forward
peacefully in resolving all future conflicts.
I attend yearly and stand in silence

Third Thursday Lunches
presented by the

Fellowship of Reconciliation &
Interfaith Paths to Peace
September 2012 to January 2013
January 17

Richard Beliles, Chairperson of Kentucky Common Cause, will discuss the corrupting
influence of money in state and national politics, the Citizens United case and state
economic justice issues, especially as they relate to the upcoming session of the Kentucky
General Assembly. Common Cause’s mission is to promote good citizenship, and to
advocate open, honest, and accessible government.

The Rudyard Kipling • 422 West Oak Street • Louisville
Buffet Lunch at 11:30 • Presentations at Noon • $6.00
For reservations, contact Cathy Ford at 458-1223
or fordhoff@bellsouth.net or Polk Culpepper at 948-2077
or plok@insightbb.com
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Lee B. Thomas, Jr., author of Ethical
Business Relationships, is a founding
member of the Louisville Monthly Meeting
of the Religious Society of Friends
(Quakers). From 1962 to 1984, he served
as president and CEO of Vermont American
Corporation and chair of the board from
1984 to 1989. Today Thomas is the chair
of Universal Woods Inc. Ron Cooper, a
Louisville-based freelance writer, also
contributed to this article. Ron’s website is
roncooperwriter.com. He can be reached at
ron@roncooperwriter.com.

Calendar

(continued from back page)
Jan 23 (Sun) ANNUAL LECTURE ON
ASIAN DEMOCRACY. UofL at 7pm.
Human rights activist and author Harry Wu
discusses U.S. & China Relations in the 21st
Century. Call 852-2667 for free tickets.
Jan 24 (Thurs) FORsooth LABELING. Presbyterian Seminary, Nelson Hall, Room 10. 6:30
PM. Every 4th Thursday. We need volunteers!
Many hands make light work, and the opposite is also true! So please join us if you can.
Call 451-5658 for more information!
Jan 27 (Sun) MEMORIAL FOR VICTIMS OF
HOMICDE IN LOUISIVLLE. Interfaith
Paths to Peace at Christ Church Episcopal
Cathedral, 3PMLighting of candles, music,
readings, and prayers. Speakers of various
faiths. Visit http://paths2peace.org
Feb 1 (Fri) ANNUAL AFRICAN AMERICAN
H I S T O RY M O N T H C U LT U R A L
EVENTS CALENDAR. 45-page book
about local events compiled by activist
and local historian Walter Hutchins. Freely
distributed at Louisville public libraries and
other locations.

OUT OF TOWN

Dec 5 to 7 ANNUAL ENDING SEXUAL
ASSAULT AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
CONFERENCE. KASAP in Lexington,
KY. Renowned speakers and practical
workshops. Visit www.kasap.org
Dec 8 (Sat) KFTC LAND REFORM
COMMITTEE, Kentuckians For The
Commonwealth at Hazard Community
College,10:30AM to 4:30PM. Examine
strategies for coal and water. Pot luck lunch.
Visit www.kftc.org
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Dec 1 (Sat) ANNUAL KAARPR UNITY DINNER, Kentucky
Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression, 7PM. Social
justice activists who have walked the walk are honored during
this seminal annual event. Call 778-8130 for more information
Dec 1 (Sat) LOUISVILLE COMMUNITY AGRICULTURE.
Every Saturday morning. Also, other days and times. 26
farmers’ markets from California neighborhood to Norton
Commons. Visit www.louisvilleky.gov/HealthyHometown
Dec 1 (Sat) HOME REPAIR VOLUNTEERS. Fuller Center for
Housing of Louisville. Every Saturday. All skill levels. Ask
about our other volunteer opportunities. For more information,
call 272-1377.
Dec 1 (Sat) ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLUB. Every
Saturday at the Iroquois & Newburg Public Library Branches,
3PM. Also Main Library on Thursdays at 7PM. Practice
conversational English with neighbors and friends from many
parts of the world. Visit www.lfpl.org
Dec 1 (Sat) SACK LUNCHES FOR HOMELESS. Every Saturday, 12pm to 2PM, Bates Community Development Corporation,
1228 S. Jackson Street. Call 636-0573 for more information.
Dec 1 (Sat) FRENCH CIRCLE. Iroquois Public Library, 12:30PM.
Practice French language with native speakers. Meet your
neighbors from French-speaking countries. Visit www.lfpl.org
Dec 1 & 15 (Sat) OLMSTEAD PARK VOLUNTEERS. 9AM to
12PM, at Seneca Park. Iroquois Park, December 8th. Help maintain and restore our urban forests. Visit www.olmsteadparks.org
Dec 1 & Jan 5 (Sat) LAND STEWARD PROJECT. Jefferson
Memorial Forest. Every first Saturday, 9AM to Noon. Also,
Wednesdays. Help improve landscape and protect native flora.
Gloves, tools, water and on-the-job training provided. Visit
www.louisvilleky.gov/metroparks/jeffersonmemorialforest/
Dec 1 to 9 OUR CONNECTIONS TO INDUSTRIAL
WATERWAYS. McGrath Gallery, Bellarmine University,
Photographic and video images of industrial waterways from
the Ohio to the Yangtze by Art Prof. Tiffany Carbonneau. Visit
www.bellarmine.edu/cas/art/
Dec 1 to Jan 4 DIVERSITY IN INDIAN TEXTILES. The Crane
House, 11AM to 3PM. See the regional diversity of India in
hand-made fabrics, patterns, and colors. Learn the basic styles
of draping the sari. For more information, call 635-2240.
Dec 1 to Jan 6 CELEBRATIONS AROUND THE WORLD. The
Muhammad Ali Center. Life-size storybook pages of winter
holidays celebrated around the world, including Kwanzaa,
Yalda, Hanukkah, Diwali, Saint Lucia Day, and Christmas.
Activities and games. See www.alicenter.org
Dec 2 & Jan 6 (Sun) “AIM HIGHER” focusing on military
counter-recruitment. Every first Sunday at 7 PM, 2236 Kaelin
Avenue at the FOR office. Discuss conscientious objection,
military recruitment, and the possibility for high school students
to “opt out” of having their names given to recruiters. Call Jim
Johnson, 262-0148.
Dec 3 (Mon) BICYCLES FOR HEALTH AND CLEANER AIR
Louisville Bicycle Club, Every Monday, weather permitting.
Fat Forty at 8:45AM. Recovery Ride at 6:45PM. Visit www.
louisvilleky.gov/bikelouisivlle.
Dec 4 (Tues) HOUR OF POWER BOOK DISCUSSIONS.
Newburg Branch Public Library. Every first Tuesday, 6:30PM.
Discussions of books by contemporary authors on personal
efforts to overcome the challenges of abuse, oppression,
deprivation, discrimination or disabilities. Visit www.lfpl.org
Dec 4 & Jan 19 COMPASSIONATE LOUISVILLE. Noon at Unity of Louisville in December and Kentucky Refugee Ministries
in January. Help make Metro Louisville a Model Compassionate City and qualifying member of the International Campaign
for Compassionate Cites. For more information, call 214-7322
Dec 5 (Wed) NOONTIME INTERFAITH MEDITATIONS.
Every Wednesday from 12:10 to 12:30 at Christ Church
Cathedral, Downtown. Weekly rotation includes Zen Buddhist
silence, Lecto Divina, Vipassana Buddhist practices, and
Creative Visualization. Visit http://paths2peace.org
Dec 5 (Wed) NATURE PRESERVE VOLUNTEERS. Blackacre
State Nature Preserve and Historic Homestead. Every
Wednesday, 9AM to Noon. Help care for gardens, trails, and
farmland. Visit www.blackacreconservancy.org
Dec 5 (Wed) CITIZENSHIP TUTORS. Kentucky Refugee
Ministries, 6:30 to 8:30PM. Every Wednesday. Also every
Thursday, 11AM to 1PM. Help students study for the
citizenship exam. Ask about our other volunteer opportunities.
Call 479-9180 Ext 57 for more information.
Dec 5 & Jan 2 (Wed) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY
FORUM. Every first Wednesday. Sustainability and
relationships that create a community for change. Bring your
lunch. Noon to 1:45 PM, Passionist Earth & Spirit Center, the
Barn at 1924 Newburg Road.
Dec 6 (Thurs) SHAKER PERSPECTIVES ON HEALTH
AND WELLNESS. UofL, University Club, Noon. Profs.
Susan Matarese & Paul Salmon. Discussion of health practices
intended to establish “Heaven on Earth.” For more information,
call 852-2247.
Dec 6 (Thurs) INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH. Hand in Hand
Ministries, 6PM. Learn about our immersion trips and volunteer
opportunities. Visit www.hhministries.com
Dec 6 & Jan 3 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER HEALT
CARE. Every first and third Thursday, 5:30PM at Main Library
Board Room downtown. Call Kay Tillow 636-1551.
Dec 8 (Sat) ANNUAL LATINO / MULTICULTURAL
COLLEGE FAIR. UofL Student Activities Center, 10AM
to 3PM. Networking opportunities for students, teachers, and
parents. Learn more about resources for immigrant and refugee
families in Kentucky. Call 859-246-6436 for more information.
Dec 8 & Jan 12 (Sat) A GLIMPSE OF ETERNITY. The
Louisville Astronomical Society at dusk in Tom Sawyer Park.
Every 2nd Friday. Look through telescopes at planets, our
moon, stars, double stars, the Orion nebula and other wonders.
Visit www.louisville-astro.org
Dec 8 & Jan 12 (Sat) PEAK OIL. Every 2nd Saturday, Main
Library, 4th & York, Mezzanine, Boardroom. 9 AM. Call
George Perkins, 425-6645.
Dec 9 & Jan 13 (Sun) VETERANS FOR PEACE. Every second
Sunday, 4PM to 5PM. Heine Bros. Coffee at the Douglas Loop,
Call 500-6915 for more information.

Dec 9 & Jan 13 (Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE. Every second Sunday.
A remembrance of all those suffering from conflicts in the Middle
East. Bring a sign. 5PM to 6 PM, Bardstown Road at Douglass
Blvd. Sponsored by LPAC (Louisville Peace Action Community). For more information, call Harold Trainer at 387-9490.
Dec 10 & Jan 14 (Mon) URBAN LEAGUE YOUNG
PROFESSIONALS. Louisville Urban League, Every 2nd
Monday, 6PM. Networking opportunities for emerging leaders
ages 21 to 40 of all minority backgrounds. Call the Urban
League office for more info: 561-6830.
Dec 11 (Tues) REAL PEOPLE, REAL CHALLENGES, REAL
SOLUTIONS. Volunteers of America Family Emergency
Shelter, 11:30AM to 12:30AM. Also Jan 9th and 17th. One
hour interactive tour of VOA’s work and programs for selfdetermination. For more information, call 636-4660
Dec 11 & Jan 8 (Tues) FREE HOME ENERGY EFFICIENCY
SEMINAR. Energy Pros Sustainable Home Education Group,
6:30PM to 8:30PM. Learn the basics. Visit www.theenergypros.net
Dec 11 & Jan 8 (Tues) GREEN CONVENE. Every second Tuesday at The Highland Green Building, 6:30PM. Join residents and
policymakers in examining ways to connect the health of our
community with our environment. Visit www.greenconvene.org
Dec 11 & Jan 8 AMERICANA COMMUNITY CENTER.
Orientation at 7pm every second Tuesday. Learn how you
can help immigrant families learn practical skills, join social
networks, and improve language skills. Call 366-7813 to RSVP.
Dec 12 (Wed) INTERFAITH CHANUKAH PARTY. Jewish
Community Center, 7PM. Everyone is warmly invited to join
us in our celebration of the triumph of faith over intolerance and
rejoice in the blessings of freedom. Music, food, and friends.
Visit http://jccoflouisville.org
Dec 12 & Jan 9 (Wed) KENTUCKY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN AMERICAL AND THE CARIBBEAN
(KITLAC). Every second Wednesday at the 1741 Building on
Frankfort Avenue. 7:30 PM. For more information, call David
Horvath at 479-9262 or Pat Geier at 456-6586.
Dec 12 & Jan 9 (Wed) LOUISIVLLE FORUM. Every 2nd
Wednesday, Noon at Vincenzo’s Downtown. Speakers on current
public issues. Nonpartisan discussion. For details, call 329-0111.
Dec 13 & Jan 10 (Thurs) AMERICAN PALESTINE PUBLIC
AFFAIRS FORUM (APPAF). Every second Thursday. A
documentary film exploring the situation in Middle East will be
presented. 7 PM, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, Nelson Hall,
Room 119. For more information, call Bashar Masri, 773-1836.
Dec 14 & Jan 11 (Fri) EXPERIENCE HISPANIC CULTURE.
Flamenco Louisville performs Downtown every second Friday,
7PM to 9PM. Authentic Andalucía style music and dance.
Spanish cuisine. Reservations encouraged. Call 671-4285.
Dec 15 (Sat) & Jan 15 (Tues) GROWING FOOD AND
COMMUNITY. 15 Thousand Farmers, at Dismas St. Ann’s
on Algonquin Pkwy, the 15th day each month. Share ideas and
experiences about growing your own food. Taste samples. Visit
www.15thousandfarmers.com
Dec 17 & Jan 21 (Mon) SOCIAL CHANGE BOOK CLUB. Every
third Monday, Heine Bros., 119 Chenoweth, 6PM. For book
list, Visit www.greenlistlouisville.com
Dec 18 & Jan 22 (Tues) DEVELOPMENTAL DISABLITIES
WORKSHOP. Every third Tuesday, 11AM to 1PM.
Expressions Café at The Council on Developmental
Disabilities. Learn how an Individualized Education Program
(IEP) is prepared for a child with a disability. Address barriers
to inclusion. Call 584-1239
Dec 20 & Jan 17 (Thurs) COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN (CASA). Orientation, Noon to
1PM. Learn how you can help defend the rights of abused and
neglected children in our community. Call 595-4911 to RSVP
Dec 20 & Jan 17 (Thurs) MENTAL ILLNESS SUPPORT &
ADVOCACY. NAMI Louisville every third Thursday at 3PM.
Also Saturdays and Sundays. Support group for families. Draw
on years of experience. Visit www.namilouisville.org.lfpl.org
Dec 22 (Sat) JAPANESE CONVERSATION PRACTICE.
Iroquois Public Library, 3PM. Listen and learn Japanese with
Omar Al-Fayyadh a native Iraqi and student of languages.
Visit www.lfpl.org
Dec 27 (Thurs) SUBVERSIVE READERS BOOK GROUP.
Highland/Shelby Park Public Library, 5PM. Every 4th
Thursday. Read a different banned or challenged book each
month. Visit www.lfpl.org
Jan 1 (Tues) ANNUAL EMANCIPATION DAY SERVICE.
Interfaith Ministerial Coalition at the Baptized Pentecostal
Church, Noon. Join us for this annual commemoration of the
Emancipation Proclamation, which became law on January
1, 1863. Celebrated by congregations around the country. For
more information, call 587-0437
Jan 1 (Tues) INTERFAITH SERVICE FOR WORLD DAY
OF PEACE. Interfaith Paths to Peace at St. Williams Catholic
Church, 3PM. Music, prayers, readings, rituals, and reflections.
Visit http://paths2peace.org
Jan 3 & 6 COMPASSION IN THE WORLD’S RELIGIONS.
Spalding University and Thomas Jefferson Unitarian Church,
7PM. This month’s subject is Christianity, Third in a series of
six. Visit http://paths2peace.org
Jan 10 (Thurs) FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE. 2nd
Thursday of odd months, 6:30pm. Help plan and participate
in international goodwill ambassador exchanges. Visit www.
thefriendshipforce.org/
Jan 14 (Mon) DEADLINE FOR THE FEBRUARY ISSUE OF
FORsooth. Every second Monday. Contact Peter Fosl, editor,
at 291-2506 or pfsol@me.com. Please email new or updated
calendar listings to calendar.peace@gmail.com.
Jan 17 (Thurs) THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH. Rudyard Kipling
Restaurant, 11:30AM.. Richard Beliles, Chair of Common
Cause / Kentucky discusses the influence on money in state
and national politics and other issues. For more information,
contact Cathy Ford, 458-1223, fordhoff@bellsouth.net or Polk
Culpepper, 948-2077, cathyculpepper@insightbb.com
Jan 22 (Tues) FREE NON-PROFIT START UP CLINIC Center
for Nonprofit Excellence, 4PM. Learn the fundamentals.
Pitfalls to avoid. Visit www.cnpe.org

(continued on page 7)

Regular Meeting Times for
Area Organizations

ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF
KENTUCKIANA – (485-1248)
AIDS INTERFAITH MINISTRIES (AIM) OF
KENTUCKIANA, INC. – (635-4510)
AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB –4th Tuesday.
Contact Enid Redman at 459-0616 or John Mine at pappajohn15@
gmail.com. Also see www.America2000plus.net.
AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND
STATE – Every month at noon (contact Paul Simmons: 608-7517)  
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL – 1st Saturday (Sharon: 637-8951)
at Heine Bros. on Douglass Loop
APPAF [American Palestine Public Affairs Forum] –
2nd Thursday (773-1836)
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – Last Monday every other month
(239-4317 for details)
CAPA [Citizens Against Police Abuse] –2nd Thursday (778-8130)
Meet at Braden Center, 3208 W. Broadway
CART [Coalition for the Advancement of Regional Transportation]
– 3rd Wednesday,Union Station, TARC Board Room
CLOUT [Citizens of Louisville Organized and
Working Together] – (583-1267)
COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST –
2nd Monday (456-6586)
COMMON CAUSE – Ad hoc discussions. Continuous engagement.
www.commoncause.org/ky
COMMUNITY FARM ALLIANCE OF JEFFERSON COUNTY
– 2nd Tuesday (223-3655)
COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” –
Second Sunday (893-2334)
EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE – 2nd Saturday (299-9520)
www.LouisvilleEarthSave.org
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community dialogues and
volunteer opportunities (893-0788)
FDR/Lincoln Legacy Club – 1st Thursday,
papajohn15@bellsouth.net
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION –
4th Monday (609-7985 or 291-2506)
FRIENDS FOR HOPE (Support Group for Adult Cancer
Survivors) – 4th Wednesday at 6:30 PM (451-9600).
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE – 2nd Tuesday
(893-8436)
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB –
3rd Tuesday, 7pm. (502-644-0659)
HUMANISTS OF METRO LOUISVILLE –
2nd Monday, 7:00pm (896-4853)
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE – 3rd Wednesday,
every other month. (214-7322)
IRFI [Islamic Research Foundation International,
Inc.] – Sundays at 6:00 PM (502-423-1988)
JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE (jvp.org) – 1st Friday and
4th Thursday. Contact 256-525-5290 or sonrevolution@aol.com
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (582-5454)
JURISDICTIONARY CLUB OF LOUISVILLE –
Know the law and how to use it (500-8161)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – (345-5386)
KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] –
2nd Monday (589-3188)
KITOD [Kentuckiana Interfaith Taskforce on
Darfur] – (553-6172)
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL
REPRESSION – 3rd Monday (778-8130)
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY –
(541-9998)
KITLAC [KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN] – 2nd Wednesday (479-9262)
League of Women Voters (502-895-5218),
www.louisville-orglwv
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN
STATES – 3rd Sunday (451-5658)
LOUISVILLE PEAK OIL GROUP – 2nd Saturday (425-6645)
LPAC [LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY] –
(456-6914)
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH –
Meditation every Sunday (473-8435)
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights
(893-0788), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY (LIFE) –
4th Sunday (384-3875)
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday
(895-0866 or 899-9261)
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION –
4th Wednesday (584-6858)
MIGHTY KINDNESS – mightykindness@gmail.com
(235-0711)
MUHAMMAD ALI INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND
JUSTICE, at UL (852-6372)
NAACP [National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People] – 3rd Monday (776-7608)
NAMI [National Alliance for the Mentally Ill]
– 2nd Monday (245-5287)
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND
GAYS (P-FLAG) – 3rd Sunday (329-0229)
PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML –
(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)
RCRC [Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice] – (866-606-0988)
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
sierra club inner city outings – 2nd Thursday,
7:30 PM (558-0073)
WOMEN IN TRANSITION (WIT) – every Wednesday,
6-8 PM (636-0160)
Note: If your group would like to be added to this list or if information
needs to be updated, please let us know by calling 458-8056.

