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Growing divestment movement fights climate change

By Ben Evans
When I first got to college on the
west coast in the late ’80s, Apartheid was
in its final death throes in South Africa—
no small thanks to a fierce divestment
movement. Well, divestment is back—with
a vengeance. This time around it’s those
companies and institutions profiting from
trashing our climate system which are in the
crosshairs—and these divestment efforts
couldn’t come at a better time. Just this
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week, planetary CO2 concentrations passed
400ppm for the first time in recorded history
(350ppm is considered the safe upper limit).
As with many initiatives of conscience,
what started in earnest on college campuses
across the country has now spilled over into
various public institutions at the city and
state level. According to GoFossilFree.org,
as of this writing there are now divestment
campaigns at 308 colleges, 105 cities and
states, 6 religious institutions, and 5 other

groups—all pushing their respective entities
to divest from fossil fuel investments of any
kind. And those numbers grow daily. Of the
105 campaigns at the city or state level, 11 of
them (Seattle, WA; Madison, WI; Bayfield,
WI; Ithaca, NY; Boulder, CO; State College,
PA; Eugene, OR; Richmond, CA; Berkeley,
CA; San Francisco, CA; and Santa Fe, NM)
have already resulted in an official divestment commitment from their respective city.
So, why divestment? As Bill McKibben
pointed in his recent “Do The Math” article,
tour, and film, it all comes down to three
simple numbers:
2 degrees C: The best science and
virtually every government in the world
(heck, even those of the U.S. and China!)
all agree that we absolutely positively need
to stay under 2 degrees Celsius of warming
to have any kind of reasonable chance at
averting catastrophic, irreversible, runaway
climate change. (Some scientists believe the
number is actually even a bit lower than 2
degrees.) We’re already at 0.8 degrees C of
warming...and climbing.
565 gigatons: This is the remaining
allotment of CO2 we can pump into the
atmosphere and still have any kind of
reasonable chance of staying below 2
degrees C of warming.
2,795 gigatons: This is the amount of
CO2 stored in the current proven reserves of
the world’s fossil fuel companies/countries.
Their valuation (stock prices) are based on
them burning these reserves.
And these three numbers really boil
down to one number: 5.*
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*With all due respect to Douglas Adams, it appears that 42 may not actually be the
answer to life, the universe, and everything.
5 times: Even if they were to burn only
proven reserves and stop future exploration,
fossil fuel companies/countries are planning
on releasing about 5 times (2,795 GT / 565
GT) as much CO2 as civilization can afford
if it wants any shot at inhabiting a livable
planet. This is baked into their business plan.
And so, it is not hyperbole to say that
the most urgent task of every human being
on planet earth from this day forward is
to figure out how to pull the plug on that
business plan. Hence divestment. Sure,
divestment is only one tool in the toolbox,
but it’s one with some dollars attached to
it—and that tends to get the attention of
those on the other side of those dollars. It is
also a tool made that much more necessary

by a federal government that has so far
proven itself to be, at best, utterly useless
in addressing this issue.
There are two other wonderful side
effects from all of this: One is that thinking
about divestment is the most beautiful kind
of viral, slippery slope. If we are going to
ask our city, college, or church to divest
its holdings completely from investments
related to fossil fuels, should we not also
ask the same of ourselves? Beyond our own
personal financial investments, is not every
gallon of gas we put in our cars or every
bit of coal-fired electricity we use or every
factory-farmed meal we eat an investment in
the companies that produce those products?
Our dollars are our votes—I may not have
actual stock in Exxon, but when I fill up my
car with Exxon gas, I might as well.
(continued on page 7)

NC3 creates diverse community
across many barriers
By Barry Zalph

You approach the school or community
center in Louisville’s inner city. Before
reaching the building, you have received
greetings from two or three people. Smiling
volunteers talk with each other and with
every person, familiar or not, who arrives.
You immediately notice that the assembling
group spans the range of our community in
age, gender and race. Enter the room and
more volunteers, seated at tables, ask you
to sign in. “Welcome to Network Nite!”
A newcomer, perhaps, but nobody is
a stranger at Network Nite, the signature
event of the Network Center for Community
Change (NC3). It takes place at 6 pm on
the third Thursday of each month. The
June 20 Network Nite will take place in
the Shawnee neighborhood. Even on the
evening of a sporting event of great local
interest, 150 community residents gathered
for Network Nite. As the most public and
regular of NC3’s activities, it provides many
people’s in-person introduction to NC3, a
network of nearly 5000 people who invest
ourselves in the flourishing of Louisville’s
urban neighborhoods and their residents.
NC3 works primarily in the neighborhoods
of Shawnee, Parkland, California, Phoenix
Hill, Smoketown, and Shelby Park. Network
members live in every one of Louisville’s
26 Metro Council districts. That only hints
at the diversity of the group.
One can sense quickly some of the
defining features of NC3 and Network Nite.
Hierarchy disappears in a sea of distributed
leadership. No stage or lectern elevates an
individual or group. The MC works the
room, sharing the microphone with dozens
of people during the evening. People ranging
in age from a few years to several decades
address the crowd, as equals. The seating
makes no distinction between old and new
participants, staff and volunteers, members
and non-members, young and elderly.

People interact freely, spontaneously and
without cliques. Nobody lurks at the edges;
everybody takes part. If something needs to
get done, someone in an NC3 T-shirt takes
care of it without regard for a job description
or a supervisor’s directive. Of the 30 or 40
people in NC3 attire, nothing distinguishes
paid staffers from volunteers.
So, what happens at Network Nite?
Representatives of government and community organizations, and of specific
NC3 activities, give “Partner Shout-Outs”
announcing (in under 60 seconds each!)
programs of interest and how to get details
about them. We enjoy fellowship over a
free meal prepared by a local caterer. We
take the mic to share “News and Goods,”
soundings from our own lives. News and
Goods exemplifies the purpose of the event:
we come to build relationships across the
barriers of education, wealth, race, religion,
birthplace, and social status that might
otherwise keep us from working together
in mutual respect and trust.
This hints at the first of NC3’s core principles: “Relationships are key to sustainable
change.” A second, repeated frequently at
NC3 events, says “All people are creative,
resourceful, and whole.” Redressing injustices in Louisville’s low-income communities and communities of color starts
with building relationships. Relationships
based on understanding one another as
creative, resourceful, and whole provide
the foundation for effective collaboration.
NC3 replaces the service provider/client
model with a network in which everyone
has something essential to contribute and
everyone has something to gain.
Network Nite helps to build the
familiarity, appreciation, and affection that
make such a network possible. NC3 also
builds connections through door-to-door
“stomps,” public art projects, community
(continued on page 6)

A proposal to resolve the Iran-Israel conflict
and lessen the threat of nuclear war

By Shravan Ravishankar

1st Place Winner, FOR High School
Peace Essay Contest
Manual High School

The United States is stuck in something of a Cold War right now. It is trapped
between idealism and practicality. Tensions
between Israel and the rest of the Middle
East, especially Iran, are almost at a breaking
point. Iran feels threatened by the presence
of Israel, and Israel’s nuclear weapons. Iran
continues to develop its nuclear technology,
claiming that it’s for peaceful purposes only.
Israel and the United States are committed
to ensuring that Iran never acquires nuclear
weapons. The situation is only exacerbated
by the fact that Iran will not let the United
Nations conduct investigations to determine
the true purpose of Iran’s nuclear program.
Most recently, the Ayatollah, or Supreme
Leader, of Iran stated that Iran will not hold
diplomatic negotiations with the United
States. This has led to a stalemate in the
relations between the three countries.
From the United States’ perspective,
Iran is seeking nuclear weapons either to
use against Israel or is going to use nuclear
weapons as a means to be “even” with Israel
since Israel already has nuclear weapons.
Israel is a relatively new state that is
surrounded by hostile neighbors including a
much larger neighbor—Iran–which has said
that it wants Israel to be wiped off the face
of the Earth. From the perspective of Israel,
the thought of such a hostile neighbor with
nuclear weapons is truly frightening. From
the perspective of Iran, a different religious
group has taken over the “Holy Land” and
displaced many Muslims who already lived
there. That new religious group, Judaism,
now has nuclear weapons and is fighting and
warring with states near it that oppose its
territorial claims. From Iran’s perspective,
it looks as though Israel and its ally, the

Shavran Ravishankar, 1st place winner of the FOR Peace Essay Contest

USA, are trying to stop it from acquiring
technologies for renewable energy that
could provide clean energy for its people.
All three perspectives look reasonable.
But the goal is coming to a compromise
where all three perspectives see the same
thing. For this reason, I propose that the
United States and Israel allow Iran to
continue its nuclear program if Iran allows neutral United Nations inspectors to
examine the nuclear facilities and ensure
that they are not planning to build nuclear
weapons. In order to reduce the tension in
the Middle East, I would also propose that
Israel deactivate its nuclear weapons and
store them securely.
These propositions can only work if the
United States acts as a peacemaker between
Israel and Iran. The United States has to
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become more neutral and not as partial
towards Israel in this disagreement. Both
Iran and Israel feel threatened, so the only
way to make both countries feel safer is
to reduce the amount of firepower on both
sides. The world does not need another
nuclear arms race, this time between Israel
and Iran. The United States has to be willing
to broker compromises between the two
countries in order to keep the Middle East
and the rest of the world safe.
At the same time, I believe that the
United States should meet with Russia
regarding the nuclear weapons of both
countries. Both countries should meet
and agree to remove about 1,000 of the
largest bombs from each nuclear arsenal.
Collectively, the USA and Russia have
more nuclear weapons than the rest of the

world combined. Both countries are reported
to have over 5,000 nuclear weapons.
Having discussions about nuclear weapon
reductions would both improve the relations
between the U.S and Russia and it would
also encourage the rest of the world to be
more cooperative. This is not necessary to
resolve the crisis between Iran and Israel,
but it would definitely provide an example
that the world would benefit from.
This clash between the United States,
Israel, and Iran could affect the world. Ever
since the first atomic bombs were developed
by the United States, people have believed
that nuclear war would be the worst thing
that could possibly happen to the world.
Regardless of the parties involved, nuclear
war would affect everything and everyone
in the world. For this reason, it is the United
States’ duty to ensure that this conflict does
not turn into nuclear war and to ensure that
both Iran and Israel know their obligations
to the world. This situation provides a great
opportunity for all three nations involved
to talk and decide to take action against the
proliferation of nuclear weapons. It will not
be easy. The compromises that are reached
may be hated. But it is essential that the
United States, Israel, and Iran discuss and
enact a decision that will keep the world safer.
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By Kayla Soren

It’s an illness, not a crime

2nd Place Winner, FOR High School
Peace Essay Contest
Manual High School

“There comes a time when the body
takes over life. There comes a time when
the body’s urges, the body’s needs, dictate
the life. You have no idea you are giving
the body the key. But you hand it over. And
then it’s in control. You mess with the wiring
and the wiring takes charge,” states David
Levithan. Imagine your lungs yearning for
air. You depend and rely on this air to keep
the beat of your heart. Imagine your body
yearning for a substance. You depend and
rely on this substance to keep your sanity.
Addiction and substance abuse crimes are
mental disorders that cannot be cured with
punishment. Addiction disturbs a person’s
regular desires by substituting new priorities
connected with drugs. The resulting
compulsive behaviors weaken the ability
to control impulses. Treating a non-violent
crime with inhumane conditions, medical
neglect, and violent retribution is unjust.
Because addictions are considered
mental illnesses, we must provide rehabilitation to fulfill international obligations. All
human rights are grounded in the inherent
dignity of all persons, as affirmed in 1948 by
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
The International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights Article 10 expressly requires
all prisoners to be treated, by all officials
and anyone else, “with humanity and with
respect for the inherent dignity of the human
person.” This requires prison management
to ensure mental health treatment for prisoners with mental illnesses. International law
was created to ensure that each individual
is treated morally. By violating this, we are

By Grace Lian
3rd Place Winner, FOR High School
Peace Essay Contest
Manual High School

As a giant otter lazily propels himself
through the river, cobalt-winged parakeets
fly overhead, and the bright green of their
feathers flash in the sun. Together their loud
chattering and the beating of their wings
echo through the forest, harmonizing with
the trills, hoots, and hisses of other animals
safely hidden under the canopy of the Yasuní
National Park.
Yasuní, which encompasses nearly
3,800 square miles of rain forest habitat in
Eastern Ecuador at the Equator, is home
to as many species of insects in a single
hectare as those known in the United States
and Canada combined. Two indigenous
nations, the Waorani and the Kichwa, are
also settled in the park. They are allowed to
hunt, and some villagers find food in their
ancestral territory.
The treasures on the surface of the park--the hoatzin, the jaguar, the golden-mantled
tamarin, the trees that sprout leaves fanning
across the canopy—and all of Yasuní’s
precious life (some even endangered) are
threatened with destruction, as an estimated
850 million barrels of untapped crude
oil lie trapped beneath the ground in the
northeastern corner of the park.
Ecuador, a country with a high poverty
rate, relies partially on earnings that come
from oil, mostly from the Amazon. Since
the 1940s, oil companies have been drawn
to the Ishpingo-Tambococha-Tiputini (ITT)
Block, which holds the prized oil, and some
have already begun to fall for the lure of
the oil and the money that comes with it,
oblivious to the need for conservation.
In 2007, Ecuadorian president Rafael
Correa put forth a proposal. He offered to
leave around 850 million barrels of oil inside
the ITT Block in exchange for $3.6 billion
from the world, approximately half of what
Ecuador would have received in revenues
from exploiting the oil in 2007. The money,
according to President Correa, would help
to finance other energy and community
June 2013

Kayla Soren, 2nd place winner of the FOR
Peace Essay Contest

violating inherent human rights.
An astounding sixty percent of crimes
are due to substance abuse. According to
the National Institute on Drug Abuse, just
one fifth of inmates receive some form of
rehabilitation. That number may be lower
in the near future because tight budgets are
forcing many states to cut back or close
down their existing treatment programs such
as Kansas, Pennsylvania, California, and
Texas. Many states are expected to continue
in this path due to the economic challenge.
Specialized drug courts are a perfect use for
money from tight budgets, and will greatly
enhance society as a whole.
Drug courts are specialized courts that
promote the treatment of people rather than

imprisoning them. Drug courts are a fairer
way of responding to the growing problem
of drug use in our communities. Because
the courts recognize the need for treatment
rather than punishment, people are given
the support they yearn for.
Criminals who commit acts of crime
involving substance abuse need treatment
more than punishment. Drug courts actively
have proven to break the cycle of substance
abuse, addiction, and crime. They quickly
identify substance-abusing offenders and
place them under strict court monitoring
and community supervision, coupled with
effective, long-term treatment services.
Their treatment will include mental health
treatment, case management, drug testing,
probation supervision, and reporting to
regularly scheduled hearings before a
judge. In addition, drug courts provide job
skill training, group counseling, and many
other life-skill enhancement services. Data
consistently shows that treatment is effective
and benefits everyone in society.
According to Michael W. Finigan,
Ph.D. (Impact of a Mature Drug Court
Over10 Years of Operation: Recidivism and
Costs), “Compared to traditional criminal
justice system processing, treatment and
other investment costs averaged $1,392
lower per drug court participant. Reduced
recidivism and other long-term program
outcomes resulted in public savings of
$6,744 on average per participant and
an outstanding $12,218 if victimization
costs are included.” As you can see, these
tremendous savings would cause proceeds
and would earn the government funds to
use for other problems in society.
Recidivism is defined as a person’s
relapse into criminal behavior. Drug courts
even reduce recidivism by 80 percent

Nature’s crude treasure

development projects. An estimated 410
million metric tons of fossil fuel-generated
carbon emissions would be prevented from
polluting the atmosphere, and the life, both
human and non-human, inside and near the
ITT Block would be preserved.
Correa’s proposal only asked for
$3.6 billion in return for leaving the oil
untouched, but by mid-2012, only about
$200 million had been offered. Oil activity
continues to expand in eastern Ecuador,
to even inside Yasuní’s borders, as Correa
warns that time is running out.
By using media to publicize existing
organizations that are raising money
for Yasuni (such as SOS Yasuní, Yasuní
Rainforest Campaign, and Yasuní Green
Gold) and to bring Correa’s proposal to
the attention of the global community,
we can make sure that more people in the
world are aware of the threat that Yasuní
faces—a threat that could potentially drive
two indigenous nations and millions upon
millions of animal species out of their land
and habitat and risk further endangerment
of already endangered species.
With better understanding of the oilrich ITT Block, people may decide to donate
money; with global efforts, we may reach
the $3.6 billion goal. If people knew that
the 850 million barrels of crude would only
last about 10 years, they might just realize
that destroying an entire habitat, killing off
part of Yasuní’s life, and driving off tribal
communities may just not be worth it.
Environmental awareness videos could
bring to people’s attention the millions of
species that live in the ITT Block alone and
show that reviving nature after oil drilling
would not be possible. Videos featuring the
Waorani and the Kichwa could be shown
around the world in schools to highlight the
tribes’ eco-friendly lifestyles and their fear
that the oil companies will drill the land that
their ancestors had settled long ago. People
around the world could be shown images of
Yasuní’s endangered species, including the
giant otter, once almost completely extinct,
and the teacup-sized pygmy marmoset.
When people realize how severely oil
drilling will affect Yasuní, not only the ITT

Grace Lian, 3rd place winner of the FOR
Peace Essay Contest

Block, there will be a greater drive to donate
and help out the rainforest.
Greater media coverage of this subject
could lead to greater environmental
understanding in people, including young

according to findings from the New
York State Adult Court Drug Evaluation,
compared to current practices. Reducing
recidivism must hold great importance in
our society because it will cause a greater
number of people to become productive
members of society.
Enhancing public safety is even
achieved by an implementation of drug
courts for offenders. Adam Lamparello,
(J.D. candidate), Ohio State Journal
(2001), states, “Ultimately, this benefits the
community in two ways. First, the public
safety is enhanced through a reduction
in drug activity and drug-related crimes.
Second, reformed offenders have the
opportunity to become productive members
of their respective communities.” As
Susswein states, “’You get better results,
greater public safety, savings in taxpayer
money, and . . . if this breaks the cycle of
addiction, what could be better than that?’”
According to Roger Peters from Florida
State, treatment increases employment
of convicts by 40 percent. With increased
employment and greater public safety, we
are creating a more productive, safe, and
efficient environment.
In conclusion, I have shown that an
implementation of drug courts for all
substance abuse offenders would greatly
enhance our society, and even our world
as a whole. Drug courts will be more
effective by rehabilitating criminals with
substance abuse and will save money,
reduce recidivism, and best provide for all
society. With drug courts, we are upholding
our international obligations, which protect
each individual’s human rights. Addiction
is an illness, not a crime; it is essential that
it be treated as such.

children who would want to help save the
innocent, cute-looking pygmy marmosets
that grow to about 5 inches in size, or the
giant otters, which splash around in rivers
that could soon become contaminated from
oil drilling.
With the help of media coverage
of the threatened Yasuní National Park,
there would be a greater chance that the
proposed $3.6 billion be pledged. Before
the oil companies extend their bulldozers
and backhoes, tear up the well-nourished
land, destroy habitats, drill, and let 410
million metric tons of pollutants escape into
the atmosphere, polluting our Earth even
more—before the river of the giant otter
becomes rust-brown and oil-stained, and
the trees inhabited by the pygmy marmosets
and parakeets are cut down—if the world
could pledge $3.4 billion to Ecuador, future
generations might be able to continue to hear
the pristine sounds of the rainforest in Yasuni
National Park, and watch as a mother otter
gives her eager pups their first swimming
lesson in the clear water of the river.
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By Becca Lustig

4th Place, FOR Peace Essay Contest
Manual High School

According to Live Your Dream.org, “As
many as one-third of teens experience some
form of abuse in their romantic dating relationships. As teens form their first romantic
relationships, they often are unclear about
what constitutes a healthy relationship.”
In many schools and communities,
there are a lot of approaches on ways to
decrease teen dating violence. Most of this
education consists of prevention programs.
Prevention programs are implemented
in order to change the attitudes and behaviors
linked with dating violence. One example
is Safe Dates, “a school-based program
that is designed to change social norms and
improve problem-solving skills.”
My own creative, non-violent approach
to stop teen dating violence is to start a widespread campaign for all teens to be aware of
signs that they may be involved in unhealthy,
potentially harmful relationships. By doing this, teens will know early signs of the
danger, and be able to prevent getting hurt,
both physically and emotionally.
The name for the campaign will be
called PEST. The slogan for this campaign
will be:
“Keep PEST out of your life forever!
Look for these signs in questionable
relationships—if found, don’t date…
EXTERMINATE”

By Cory Bleuel

PREVENT PESTS!!!

Physical—This occurs when a partner
is pinched, hit, shoved, or kicked.
Emotional—This means threatening
a partner or harming his or her sense
of self-worth. Examples include name
calling, shaming, bullying, embarrassing
on purpose, or keeping him/her away from
friends and family.
Sexual—This is forcing a partner to
engage in a sex act when he or she does
not or cannot consent.
Trailing, or Stalking—This refers to a
pattern of harassing or threatening tactics
used by a perpetrator that is both unwanted
and causes fear in the victim.
There are three main objectives of
this campaign. First, adolescents who are
potentially in threatening situations will
realize that what he or she is involved in is
both dangerous and unhealthy for him/her,
as well as his/her partner. He/she should put
a stop to it before the relationship escalates
into something worse. The second objective
of this campaign is to educate teens that
ARE being harmed, so that they can get help
and avoid more serious, and more unsafe
outcomes. Third, the campaign is to educate
students who aren’t personally involved in
potentially abusive relationships, but will
now know which signs of danger to look
for in relationships of any of their friends
or family. The teen should be encouraged
to talk to the possible victims in an honest,
helpful manner and advise them to improve
the relationship, or get help if needed,

before anything worse or something more
dangerous happens. These teens will learn
that they should always be supportive of
their peers.
To advertise PEST, there will be
posters hung in places where teens will
see them often—such as school cafeterias,
bathrooms, and gymnasiums. The posters
will include the slogan of the campaign,
an explanation of the campaign, signs
to look for indicating there is suspected
violence and/or abuse in a relationship, and
a hotline phone number to call for help, or
with questions.
Although posters are usually located

A better West Louisville

5th Place Winner, FOR High School
Peace Essay Contest
Manual High School

Violent crime is a problem that affects
cities all over the United States and right
here in West Louisville. There are lots of
factors that relate to each other and link to
inner-city violence. You cannot just fix or
focus on one part of the problem. Many
different plans have been put into action to
decrease city violence. Aggressive police
tactics can easily fail at bringing peace to
an area. Such tactics can cause increased
tension between the police and residents
of an area. Plans are targeted at youth and
changing the way they see themselves and
their future.
School funding is very important to
reduce violence. A better early education
leads to a better future for students. If
students are taught the importance of
education, and receive positive influences,
they are more likely to stay focused in school
and continue their education. However,
there needs to be education outside of
school too, such as the program 1 +1 = U.
The program was founded by Central High
School teacher Margaret Dunbar-Demaree.
It is aimed at students who have behavior
problems, and assists them in development
and self-actualization. They participate in

Rebecca Lustig, 4th place winner of the
FOR Peace Essay Contes

Cory Bleuel, 5th place winner of the FOR
Peace Essay Contest

activities that boost personal and academic
goals. “This program has taught me so much
about others and myself. 1+1 is like a family,
friend and home,” says Alexis Jeffries.
A study done in 2002 shows that from
1979 to 1997, as wages for men without
college degrees dropped, the rate of property
and violent crimes increased. A conclusion
can be made that money is a motive for
many of these crimes. With better education
and government involvement in pushing
more job opportunities in areas such as

We need your support!

West Louisville, crimes such as assault and
robbery will decrease.
Homicide is an issue all over Louisville,
but there is a proportionally large amount of
homicide concentrated in West Louisville.
Homicide is one of the top five leading
causes of death in people ages 1-34 years
old. At the heart of many of these homicides
lie drugs. We must decrease drug use and
drug trafficking in order to reduce violent
crime by educating kids about the dangers
of getting involved with drugs.
While making arrests does take harmful
people off the streets, it can also hurt a
community, break apart families, take
away their financial support, and leave a
bad impression on young people. People
released from prison have hard times finding
work and housing, and in turn are often
repeat offenders. Many people feel hopeless,
and they think they are stuck where they
are. There is also distrust between these
communities and police. In White Plains,
New York, the Youth-Police Initiative paired
young people from conflict-prone areas and
police officers assigned to those areas. They
went through activities and discussions to
build trust and help each other realize that
they really are not that different.
One of the keys to decreasing crime is
to help people feel like part of a community.
When people feel proud of their community,
they will be more involved and invested in
it. However, high crime rates can take away
this pride, causing people to contribute less.
Unemployment is a big factor in crime rates.
A good way to help with this problem is to

in visible places and seen by all students,
a good number of them only take a glimpse
on their way to class, or look at the posters
without paying attention or realizing what
they are actually advertising, or showing. To
address this issue, there could be volunteers
from the campaign who make an annual
visit to every middle and high school in
the community, explaining PEST in a much
more elaborate and effective manner than
that of a poster. This would be similar to
when a representative from Stranger Danger,
or D.A.R.E. goes to schools and explains
the organization’s objectives. This way, each
and every student will be fully educated on
what to look for and how to prevent violence
in teen dating.
If PEST is communicated and taught
thoroughly, and students are well aware of
signs of dating in teen violence, I think that
the levels of potential harm could decrease
dramatically. For all we know, there could
be several teens who are currently in the
early stages of potential violence in dating,
but don’t do anything to prevent it because
they figure that it will just slowly go away,
or they think nothing major will happen.
With the education of a PEST assembly
and mass distribution of information, the
adolescents who aren’t concerned about
small forms of abuse will know what an early
stage of violence is in teen dating, and that
they need to prevent it before it escalates
into something much worse.

encourage job growth. This must be done
through a combination of federal, state and
local incentives to encourage businesses
to locate in West Louisville. This could be
done by creating a tax-free zone for any
businesses that locate in the area.
Some investors can add to the problem
by purchasing very cheap property in West
Louisville, do minimal repairs to it, and rent
the property making huge profits. Renters
then do not feel invested in their homes and
may let them fall even deeper into disrepair.
We need to encourage home ownership by
offering low cost loans and making it easier
for residents to qualify for loans. We should
also assist with down payments for the loans
since saving for this can be the most difficult
thing for lower income households. When
people own their homes they will take more
pride in their homes and take care of them.
This will also help build wealth and provide
long-term financial security.
Violent crimes in areas like West
Louisville have been a big problem for
many years, and there is no easy answer.
There are many nonviolent approaches
we can take to solving this problem, like
increasing school funding, encouraging
job growth, and discouraging drug use. But
the most important thing we must do is to
make people take pride in their community
and give them hope for the future. In the
words of Martin Luther King Jr., “If you
lose hope, somehow you lose the vitality
that keeps moving, you lose that courage to
be, that quality that helps you go on in spite
of it all. And so today I still have a dream.”

Hello FORsooth Reader!

Did you know that it costs $800.00 to produce and distribute each
issue of FORsooth? FOR and the editors at FORsooth work hard to
bring you progressive voices from your community—providing a rare
and precious platform for issues that are too often drowned out in the
mainstream media. If you value the news and opinions your read here,
please consider supporting FORsooth by making a tax-deductible
donation to the Louisville FOR.
Please make checks payable to the Fellowship of Reconciliation,
and mail to:
Tim Scheldorf, Treasurer
Fellowship of Reconciliation
2917 Beaumont Road
Louisville, KY 40205
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Palestinian rights activist’s address evokes unruly behavior
By Jessie Clark
About a hundred people came out to
Bellarmine University on Tuesday, April
16th to hear journalist and Palestinian
rights activist Phyllis Bennis share her
unique perspective on the Israel-Palestine
conflict. Years of experience researching
and reporting on Israel and Palestine have
given Bennis perspicacity so rare that even
the UN has called on her as an advisor. The
talk was organized by Bellarmine professors
Ira Grupper and Frank Hutchins, the QEP
and Bellarmine’s student government.
Bennis delivered an engaging, informed
and thoughtful analysis of US policy on
Israel and a well-crafted argument in support
of Palestinian human rights; but the most
interesting moment of the event was the
verbal brawl that broke out between two
members of the audience during the Q&A.
It wasn’t clear whether the man
standing was using this time to share a
dubiously informed opinion, or just taking
a long time in getting to his question, but
whatever he said must have hit a nerve
in a young guy two rows behind, who
began outright heckling him. The older
man whipped around and shot back some
colorful language, which only enraged the
heckler. For a split second, it looked like
a meeting of college kids and community
peace activists was about to devolve into
a shouting match, maybe even a fistfight.
Bennis gracefully diffused the tension
with a response to one of the older man’s
pseudo-points. But the damage was done,
and that tiff illustrated Bennis’s point better
than any speaker could have. If just talking
about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict can turn
normal, if concerned, citizens in a University meeting hall in Louisville, Kentucky
into a couple of hot-headed wildcats, how
can we ever hope for peace in the conflict
zone itself?

This fight made obvious what Bennis
calls the US’s “special relationship”
with Israel. Israel is a touchy subject for
Americans. Bennis explained that this sore
spot in the American psyche is the product
of Cold War–era US policy and politics
towards Israel. According to Bennis, Israel
was a strategic military partner during
the US effort to contain the spread of
communism. Israel essentially functioned
as the “cat’s paw” of the US and the CIA
during Cold War days. As a result, proIsrael lobbies grew up in the US around
Israel’s strategic importance. Since the end
of the Cold War, Israel’s military strategic
significance has greatly diminished; the
lobbies however, remain in tact, the same
lobbies that have come to equate the state
of Israel with Judaism itself. These lobbies
are running on the political equity they have
built up during the days of a Cold War policy
that is out dated and even harmful.
The equating of a political-economic
state with a historically persecuted ethnic/
religious group has been a foil to a balanced
relationship between the US and Israel.
Despite concrete knowledge of its human
rights abuses against Palestinians, the US
continues to offer enormous financial and
diplomatic support to Israel, including 3
billion dollars over a period of ten years,
according to Bennis. Politicians who dare
to question this support are often labeled
anti-Semitic, as we saw recently during
the controversy surrounding Obama’s
appointment of Chuck Hagel as Secretary
of Defense.
Bennis argues that Americans need to
stop thinking of Israel as “the Jewish people”
or “the holy land” and start thinking about
it as what it really is: a political-economic
entity. For the past 21 years, this politicaleconomic entity has been using its special
relationship with the US to get away with
displacing, oppressing and even killing

Louisville Metro-Council honors
late activist Dennis Bricking
The following Louisville-Metro Council resolution, sponsored by Councilwoman
Tina Ward-Pugh, is titled “A Resolution
Honoring the Life and Legacy of Dennis
E. Bricking,” and was passed on March
28th, 2013.

WHEREAS, Dennis Bricking, a nationally recognized advocate for the poor
and disenfranchised, and long-standing
champion of justice, departed this life
on January 12, 2013, in Louisville, Kentucky; and
WHEREAS, during his 70-year
lifespan, Dennis Bricking’s dedication
to the rights and the well-being of the
most disadvantaged and the needy fueled
his passionate advocacy in social justice
movements both locally and nationally; and
WHEREAS, upon graduating from
University of Kentucky School of Law, he
joined the Legal Aid Society in Louisville
in 1968 as the Director of Community
Education; he was named Deputy Director
in 1973 and Executive Director of the Legal
Aid Society in 1975; and for the next three
decades he led the organization in protecting
the rights of the most vulnerable in the
community—the homeless, the disabled,
juveniles, and those existing at the margins
of life; and
WHEREAS, Dennis Bricking served
on numerous local and national boards
and was instrumental in establishing new
organizations and mobilizing grassroots
efforts to address injustices and to help
those in need, including the Fellowship of
Reconciliation, New Directions Housing,
St. John’s Center for Homeless Men, and
the St. William’s Center; and
WHEREAS, during his years of service
at the Legal Aid Society and in his work
with other organizations, Dennis Bricking
challenged our community to adopt moral,
just, and fair solutions to the social and
legal issues confronting us; and Dennis
Bricking moved us to respect and honor
June 2013

Dennis Bricking

the rights of all—whether it was the right
of schoolchildren to attend desegregated
schools, or the rights of inmates in jails
or prisons to be treated humanely, or the
right of our neighbors in public housing
to be provided shelter that is habitable and
clean; and
WHEREAS, numerous national and
local organizations recognized Dennis
Bricking’s distinguished service and advocacy by bestowing awards during his life
and honoring his work, including the John
Minor Wisdom Award from the National
Legal Aid and Defenders’ Association and
the Distinguished Service Award from the
Louisville Bar Association; and
WHEREAS, Dennis Bricking was an
avid believer in justice and he loved people,
making no distinction between those of
differing academic, social, political, or
economic backgrounds in his pursuit of
justice; and
WHEREAS, Dennis Bricking leaves
to mourn the loss of his presence, his
(continued on page 7)

in the documentary Five Broken Cameras.
But as long as discussions about Israel
and Palestine among ordinary citizens in the
US can turn a University-organized event
into a Jersey Shore–style fracas, it remains
clear that US policy and pro-Israel lobbies
still have a hold on the American mentality
towards Israel.
The best that we as citizens can do is
to take a step back and get our bearings: we
must separate what Israel stands for in the
American mind from what Israel is. In our
minds Israel stands for Judaism, and should
therefore stand for jubilee, for justice, for
shalom. Unfortunately for the Palestinians,
these words ring hallow on the lips of an
Israeli government that continues to abuse
the disenfranchised population under its
political-military-economic boot-heel.

Jessie Clark

Jessie Clark is a freelance writer and
Co-Editor in Chief of FORsooth Newspaper.
She can be contacted at jessie.clark03@
gmail.com.

Palestinian people. It’s time that the US
holds Israel to the same human rights
standards that it claims to uphold and protect
elsewhere in the world.
Bennis is optimistic about the future
of US policy towards Israel. She notes
that public opinion on the matter is shifting, especially among American Jews, and
among Israeli citizens as well. The media has
shown a rise in awareness about the plight
of the Palestinian people, who are often
evicted from their homes and barricaded
from their fields and livelihoods with as
little as 24 hours notice. Many awake in the
mornings to find their own settlements built
on their own land demolished over night,
their precious olive trees in flames. Events
like this have been documented by international journalists, human rights activists,
and Palestinians themselves, most notably

Diverse community
(continued from page 1)

celebrations, and neighborhood-based
brainstorming and planning meetings.
NC3 cultivates leadership through its free
Network 101 program, 8-10 hours of highly
participatory training and immersion in
the Network. Graduates of Network 101,
dubbed “Power Members,” initiate some
Network programs while providing a cadre
of devoted volunteers. Current projects
include youth summer education, stabilizing
neighborhoods against foreclosure and sale
of tax liens, food justice, and communitysupportive redevelopment of vacant lots.
Network membership is free of charge, as
are all of its programs.
Does it really work? The Network has
helped hundreds of neighborhood residents
find good jobs, and helped hundreds more
connect with resources to complete GEDs
and college degrees. It has empowered
neighborhoods to deal creatively with
vacant and abandoned properties and take
an active and valuable role in community
development and land use policy issues.
It has built leadership and community
organizing skills and bonds of friendship
among over 150 Power Members widely
varied in age, education, occupation, and
ethnicity. Most telling, though, is the
frequency of hugs, laughter, and tears at

Network Nite and in the NC3 office. The
ethos and practices of NC3 build a culture
of openness and authenticity that cultivates
not merely respect but love. What better way
to build a harmonious and just society?
Learn more at makechangetogether.
org. NC3 orientations take place at least
monthly, at the Network’s office on the
3rd floor of the Metro United Way building
at 334 E. Broadway. For more information,
call Jessica at (502) 618-5982. The videos
at www.youtube.com/nc3louisville convey
the feeling of NC3 beautifully. Even so,
they cannot substitute for experiencing it
yourself. I hope to see you at Network Nite
soon, and to welcome you to the Network!
Barry Zalph has worked in education,
conflict resolution, engineering, environmental protection, and transportation policy in
Louisville since 1991. In 2004, he co-founded
Bicycling for Louisville, a community bicycle
education and advocacy organization. A
member of Friends (Quaker) Meeting of
Louisville, his work now focuses on climate
stabilization and transportation system reform. He participates in the team creating
WFOR Radio Forward, the communitybased broadcast outlet of FOR Louisville.

Barry Zalph shares “News and Good” at Network Nite.
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Kentucky Senators ignore public opinion on gun violence prevention
By Michael Tierney
This past month, Kentucky’s US
Senators—Mitch McConnell and Rand
Paul—disregarded the public opinion of
their constituents and voted against criminal
background checks on gun sales—often
deemed “common sense gun laws.”
Eighty-two percent of Kentuckians
were in favor of criminal background checks,
while opinion across the country has been
polled as high as 90 percent. Yet, Mitch
McConnell and Rand Paul didn’t yield
from their overwhelming support of the
2nd Amendment, gun culture and the NRA.
Sound risky for the campaigning
McConnell? You’d think so, as elected
officials are supposed to embody the values
and expectations of their constituents—a
founding philosophy of representative
democracy, by which the USA defines itself.
The reason McConnell disregarded
Kentucky voters in his denial of progressive
gun laws was “the level of intensity” by antigun activists, according to Dr. Steve Voss
of the University of Kentucky. “A majority
of Americans support gun reform, but are
lukewarm on intensity,” Voss said. “Gun
culture is very intense on the matter.” Economic philosophy is often the vote-maker.
A minority in America is “intense”
on gun control, and pro-gun advocates are
outdueling anti-gun advocates in intensity,
which isn’t surprising given that gun culture
is in the defensive position. “Gun control is
an attack on gun culture,” said Voss.
Any link to come loose in the 2nd
Amendment chain would be of great concern
to all pro-gun parties and their lobbyists.
Hence, the heated debates, propaganda and
survivalist talk we’ve all experienced over
the past few months, whether that be from
24/7 news sources or coffee shop debates.
While “common sense gun laws” make
sense to an overwhelming majority of Americans, the majority are not as up in arms about
gun laws as those who fear a sea change in
the current legislative laxity on firearms. Yet,

that is not to say there has not been a rise in
intensity from anti-gun advocates.
New York City Mayor Bloomberg spent
over $20 million of his personal money on
a gun reform campaign. Bloomberg has
pledged continued support of gun reform,
even though the initial campaign failed to
win a filibustered Senate’s support.
Sandy Hook, Aurora and the daily
shootings that plague cities and towns across
the country have all led to public outcries
against guns. In Kentucky too, groups
have voiced their concern. For example,
Moms Demand Action, a group advocating
for further background checks on gun
purchases, petitioned Mitch McConnell
this past April.
While gun control intensity is rising, it’s
also an issue the United States has bickered
over for twenty years with no significant
change in policy. During the same span of
the last twenty years, policy and funding to
mental health has deteriorated.
One out of four families has a family
member with a mental illness, according to
the World Health Organization. In fact, it
is estimated that 20 percent of the world’s
male adolescents have some mental health
issues or behavioral problems—depression
being the most common illness (according
to UNICEF).
Time Magazine featured an alarming
story of US soldiers’ one-a-day suicide rate
back in July of 2011. Since then, and more
and more soldiers are returning home after
experiencing the unimaginable.
While the demand grew for mental
health services, funding continued to fall
over the last decade, although a select
number of states expanded mental health
services in Medicaid’s expansion last year.
As the sequester settles in—right as we
lift our chins from the punch of the Great
Recession—individuals in need of mental
health services, and who may be unfit for the
responsibility of gun ownership, will have a
harder time finding help than in years past.
The number of potentially dangerous and

Michael Tierney

unstable individuals will continue to grow
without attention.
While the horrific mass shootings our
nation has witnessed have captured the
attention of the media and the public, a
much less publicized war of gun violence
continues to rage on the streets of many
American cities. Urban poor are stricken
with violence, drugs, gangs, lack of
nutrition, poor parenting and lack of
progressive education. Yet, guns find their
way into the hands of those intended on
using guns for harm. That’s why Chicago
is a near war zone in some areas.
So how do all of these worlds—gun culture, the NRA, gun-reform advocates, mentally
ill, crime stricken communities, drug dealers,
kids wanting Red Ryder BB Guns, you and
I—find a solution for the future?
In an ideal world, all sides would
come together on a fair and just consensus.
Maybe, the NRA endorses a campaign on
improving Mental Health care, revamping
inner-city services, education advancement
and development instead of filling politician
pockets with lobby-bucks. Maybe gun
manufacturers admit the lack of need for
body-armor piercing bullets and mega-clips
to hold excessive amounts of ammunition.

Gun-reform advocates would admit the
history guns have in this country, the need
for deer hunting and pure hobby of gun
collecting and shooting as a sport.
But, we don’t live in an ideal world.
The future of guns in America lays in the
power of law, governance and civil society.
It will be determined by the populous’
intensity and civil activity. Sadly, it takes
more effort than ever to garner social change
in America. Hyper-partisanship, divided
and biased media, entrenched opinions,
gerrymandering and lobbying have all made
government inefficient and slow to act.
Yet, while it may seem radical to some,
a social justice movement to abolish the
Second Amendment may be a righteous
cause for Americans to rally upon. Violence
is always irrational, and guns make violence
all the more deadly. Already in 2013, 3,356
people have been killed by guns, a stat that
screams injustice and dire need of change.
The continued strife over losses to
gun violence may cause the majority of the
public’s intensity to rise to levels needed
to garner civil activity required for social
change. Levels we saw in the Civil Rights
Movement, Vietnam Protests, Gay Rights
Movement, Anti-Tobacco Campaign and
Women’s Rights Movement. It will take a
historic mass movement in order for Republicans and Democrats to endorse gun control.
Until then, gun violence prevention
will remain a hot-button issue that Senator
McConnell can continue to avoid, despite
reoccurring tragedy, fallen tears and the
opinions of his voters.
Michael Hannon Tierney is a Magna
Cum Laude Graduate from the University
of Kentucky with degrees in History and
Political Science. After spending nearly
a year abroad traveling throughout
Africa and Europe, Michael is now a
freelance writer as well as co-founder of
Funny Bones--an entertainment music
production company. You can contact him
at michaelhannontierney@gmail.com

The vast majority: Esquipulas and St. William Church
By Ike Thacker
The spellbinding story woven by Sister
Julie Driscoll, SCN, and David Horvath at
the April 18 Third Thursday Lunch (TTL)
is one story that is not at all adequately
told by numbers. Their tale of the deeply
spiritual parish sisterhood between St. William Church of Louisville and Our Lord
of Esquipulas in the northern highlands
of Nicaragua (northeast of Managua) was
and is more about fundamental facts and
verities. The Covenant of St. William and
Esquipulas’s cooperation, simple but powerful, was read by Driscoll at the Rudyard
Kipling TTL. It speaks of understanding
the wrongs that are so endemic in Central
America, especially in Nicaragua, the
second-poorest country (after Haiti) in the
Western Hemisphere. As Michael Harrington said in a book title in 1977, “the
vast majority” of the world is economically
(only economically!) poor. Until this fact
changes, all else in my view is, however
important or even critical, secondary.
Perhaps the first indication April 18
of just how deep economic poverty is in
Nicaragua came early in Sr. Driscoll’s
presentation when she noted that very few
people in Nicaragua have the “luxury”
even of eggs, so that when eggs are used
at a celebration it is really a big deal.
This fact, learned since the covenant/
sisterhood between Esquipulas and St.
William began in 1986 (and the more than
15 visits exchanged between the parishes,
about two-thirds of them having been from
here to there), is emblematic of a situation
where corn and beans and little else are
the daily diet, and yet many if not most
farmers produce those very things—but
for the all-powerful market instead of to
feed themselves and their families. And
this situation is often deadly: Horvath told
of a boy with sores all over his body whom
the 2004 delegation had saved temporarily
with vegetable juice, but who had later died
Page 6

of malnutrition anyway.
This, though, is no condescending
or patronizing, one-way relationship,
although much of Nicaragua’s population
amazingly survives on less than $1.00/day.
True, it is part financial; but it is even more
educational, cultural, and spiritual, said
Driscoll and Horvath. Esquipulas and St.
William are sister parishes. As Horvath put
it: “The whole point of the relationship, is

Sister Julie Driscoll

the relationship.” One aspect thereof is
St. William’s support of a completely free
Nicaraguan health clinic which saw 3,000
patients last year: St. William pays the fulltime salary of an M.D. at this “Dispensario
San Guillermo,” funds visits to specialists,
and pays transportation costs for patients
needing to travel to the regional hospital.
These services are offered to the entire
community, not just the parish.
Other initiatives in the sisterly
relationship, which Driscoll and Horvath
said is escalating financially but also
deepening, teach organic farming methods
to Esquipulan growers, both very poor
women with children under six (focusing
on vegetables and nutrition for themselves
from “loaned” land) and men who similarly
learn organic techniques for fertilization and
pest control along with how to produce in
greenhouses, but for larger-scale “market”
production. The idea in the latter case

is ultimately to “sell” the products to
economically richer consumers as organic,
safe, and “natural.” And, perhaps most
exciting of all, there is Casa Materna in
Matagalpa, in one of the poorest regions of
Nicaragua, a maternity house specializing
in at-risk pregnancies where, among other
things, mothers are valued as mothers rather
than being put immediately back to work.
In 21 years of work with 15,000 mothers
there have been only two deaths!
Driscoll noted, interestingly enough,
that both St. William Parish and Our Lord
of Esquipulas (Esquipulas has long had the
fete; St. William followed its sister’s lead)
celebrate the “black Christ” on January
15, which is also Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday.
Horvath and Driscoll closed their
presentation with two short videos on the
sister parishes (mostly Esquipulas), which
were as moving as they were brief. The
second, especially, which simply showed

David Horvath

ordinary Esquipulans doing ordinary things,
provoked thought. These, after all, like the
other seven-plus billion of us, are precious
human beings. Why should they be forced
to live in abject poverty, and with all that
comes therewith?! Such people, in the U.S.
as well as in Nicaragua as far as that goes,
often perform virtual feats of legerdemain
that put to shame, in terms of the practical

Ike Thacker

intelligence and ingenuity required, any
manipulative machinations performed
by millionaire (or billionaire) moguls (or
robber barons).
This was the overarching theme of
Driscoll and Horvath’s TTL presentation,
even more in the concluding Q & A session
than in what preceded it. American foreign
policy is important, they said; but on the
ground in Nicaragua the overwhelming
thing is just the grinding poverty that is
almost everywhere. Questions and attendant
answers ranged broadly. Many were on
agriculture, for example what companies
to boycott; how commodity dumping
by the U.S. drives down prices, forcing
farmers to cities that are already short of
jobs; and “innovations” such as seeds that
will only germinate once, so that one must
keep buying more—which is (sometimes
literally) killing small farmers. It was also
noted that there are coffee plantations in
the Esquipulas area.
But the question that is most begged
by all of this is, what can one person do to
change the situation? Well, within the past
year or so, a 501(c)(3) has been jointly
(continued on page 7)
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Divestment movement
(continued from page 1)

We can do back bends justifying the
continued use of fossil fuels in our own
lives as a matter of convenience or perceived
necessity, but on some level, until we own
up to our double standard and change it, we
feel a cognitive dissonance, we feel it fester,
and it doesn’t feel good. Like a “matching
donation” to the planet, as this divestment
campaign grows, so too does the standard
to which those insisting on the divestment
hold themselves.
The second side effect is that divestment
from fossil fuels begets the question: “So
then where should I (or my institution)
put my money?” One good answer is
renewables. This is called investing in the
solution rather than the problem. (While I
am not a qualified financial advisor, you can
check out Green America’s page here, http://
www.greenamerica.org/fossilfree/, for a
list of truly fossil-fuel-free mutual funds.)
There’s a “carbon bubble” bursting
on the horizon once the world wakes up
to the chilling math illustrated above and,
hence, just how overvalued fossil fuel
companies really are. Moving money from
that bubble into something with an actual
future isn’t just morally wise, it’s financially
wise. If one is going to invest money in
energy infrastructure with a 50-year life-

span, shouldn’t it be the kind of energy
infrastructure that will help assure that there
actually IS a next 50 years? For the visually
inclined, here’s a great short video and
interactive map that beautifully illustrates
much of this:http://www.guardian.co.uk/
environment/interactive/2013/apr/19/
countries-exposed-carbon-bubble-map.
Starting a campaign for your city, state,
or institution couldn’t be easier. There’s
one for UofL already underway (http://
campaigns.gofossilfree.org/petitions/
Fossil_Free_UL), and I just set one up for
the city of Louisville (http://campaigns.
gofossilfree.org/petitions/divest-fromfossil-fuels-43). Just visit GoFossilFree.
org and start clicking—you (and the planet)
might never be the same.

Esquipulas

Bricking

set up to fund the efforts described above.
Donations may be sent to: Friends of
Esquipulas, c/o St. William Church, 1226,
W. Oak Street, Louisville, KY 40210,
friendsofesquipulas@gmail.com
Also, Rev. Jim Flynn, another venerable
Central America veteran (who has made
numerous trips to the region) is going
back to Nicaragua this month and hopes
to ameliorate yet another serious problem,
the lack of sanitary water, as much as he
can by taking 15-20 $60.00 packets that
can provide sanitary water for six families
each. To donate: Water with Blessings,
Jim Flynn, 290, Masonic Home Drive,
Louisville, KY 40041.

wife, Patricia Bricking; daughters, Jennifer
Bricking, Elizabeth Bricking, and Erica
Bricking; and an abundance of relatives,
friends, and admirers everywhere; and
WHEREAS, it is only fitting and proper
that the Louisville Metro Council should
honor the memory of this fierce advocate
for the rights and interests of the poor and
disenfranchised, especially for those who
because of such advocacy found hope in
the pursuit of justice.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF THE
LOUISVILLE/JEFFERSON COUNTY
METRO GOVERNMENT (THE
COUNCIL) AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION I: That Dennis E. Bricking
be recognized by the Council as an
outstanding human being, whose life works
have been an invaluable credit to the metro
area of Louisville and Jefferson County, its
agencies, policies and procedures; and that
the life and legacy of Dennis E. Bricking
shall serve as a template for the Council as
it deliberates legislation affecting the lives
of all of its citizens, especially the most
vulnerable among us.
SECTION II: This Resolution shall
take effect upon its passage and approval.

(continued from page 6)

Ike Thacker is an advocate for political,
social, and economic democracy. He
focuses especially on housing issues,
believing simply that everyone deserves a
place to call home, and may be contacted
at ike.thacker@gmail.com.

Ben Evans is the director of the Green
Institute—the Center for Neighborhood’s
initiative for building sustainable
communities in Louisville; co-founder and
director of the award-winning documentary
YERT: Your Environmental Road Trip
(YERT.com); and co-founder/producer of
the annual Bluegrass Bioneers Conference
on breakthrough sustainable solutions
(BluegrassBioneers.org).

(continued from page 5)

Regular Meeting Times for
Area Organizations
ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF KENTUCKIANA – (485-1248)
AIDS INTERFAITH MINISTRIES (AIM) OF KENTUCKIANA, INC. – (635-4510)
AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB –4th Tuesday. Contact Enid Redman at 459-0616
or John Mine at pappajohn15@gmail.com. Also see www.America2000plus.net.
AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE – Every
month at noon (contact Paul Simmons: 608-7517)  
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL – 1st Saturday (Sharon: 637-8951) at Heine Bros. on
Douglass Loop
APPAF [American Palestine Public Affairs Forum] – 2nd Thursday (773-1836)
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – Last Monday every other month (239-4317 for details)
CAPA [Citizens Against Police Abuse] –2nd Thursday (778-8130) Meet at Braden
Center, 3208 W. Broadway
CART [Coalition for the Advancement of Regional Transportation] –
3rd Wednesday,Union Station, TARC Board Room
CLOUT [Citizens of Louisville Organized and Working
Together] – (583-1267)
COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST – 2nd Monday (456-6586)
COMMON CAUSE – Ad hoc discussions. Continuous engagement.
www.commoncause.org/ky
COMMUNITY FARM ALLIANCE OF JEFFERSON COUNTY –
2nd Tuesday (223-3655)
COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” – Second Sunday (893-2334)
EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE – 2nd Saturday (299-9520) www.LouisvilleEarthSave.org
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community dialogues and volunteer opportunities
(893-0788)
FDR/Lincoln Legacy Club – 1st Thursday, papajohn15@bellsouth.net
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION – 4th Monday (609-7985 or 291-2506)
FRIENDS FOR HOPE (Support Group for Adult Cancer Survivors) –
4th Wednesday at 6:30 PM (451-9600).
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE – 2nd Tuesday (893-8436)
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB – 3rd Tuesday, 7pm. (502-644-0659)
HUMANISTS OF METRO LOUISVILLE – 2nd Monday, 7:00pm (896-4853)
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE – 3rd Wednesday, every other month. (214-7322)
IRFI [Islamic Research Foundation International, Inc.] –
Sundays at 6:00 PM (502-423-1988)
JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE (jvp.org) – 1st Friday and 4th Thursday.
Contact 256-525-5290 or sonrevolution@aol.com
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (582-5454)
JURISDICTIONARY CLUB OF LOUISVILLE –
Know the law and how to use it (500-8161)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – (345-5386)
KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] – 2nd Monday (589-3188)
KITOD [Kentuckiana Interfaith Taskforce on Darfur] – (553-6172)
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL REPRESSION –
3rd Monday (778-8130)
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY – (541-9998)
KITLAC [KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN] –
2nd Wednesday (479-9262)
League of Women Voters (502-895-5218), www.louisville-orglwv
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN STATES –
3rd Sunday (451-5658)
LOUISVILLE PEAK OIL GROUP – 2nd Saturday (425-6645)
LPAC [LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY] – (456-6914)
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH – Meditation every Sunday (473-8435)
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights (893-0788),
www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY (LIFE) – 4th Sunday (384-3875)
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday (895-0866 or 899-9261)
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION – 4th Wednesday (584-6858)
MIGHTY KINDNESS – mightykindness@gmail.com (235-0711)
MUHAMMAD ALI INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, at UL (852-6372)
NAACP [National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People] – 3rd Monday (776-7608)
NAMI [National Alliance for the Mentally Ill] –
2nd Monday (245-5287)
OCCUPY LOUISVILLE – every Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., Braden Center (384-3875)
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND GAYS (P-FLAG) –
3rd Sunday (329-0229)
PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML – (451-2193,
brozier@bellsouth.net)
RCRC [Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice] –
(866-606-0988)
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
sierra club inner city outings – 2nd Thursday, 7:30 PM (558-0073)
WOMEN IN TRANSITION (WIT) – every Wednesday, 6-8 PM (636-0160)
Note: If your group would like to be added to this list or if information needs to be updated, please
let us know by calling 458-8056.
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Calendar for peacemakers

Jun 1 & 2 MERTON AND THE DALAI LAMA. Thomas
Merton Center, Bellarmine. An exhibit of artifacts
relating to Merton’s historic1968 meeting with the Dalai
Lama. Visit http://merton.org
Jun 1 to Jun 16 SPIRITS OF PASSAGE. Frazier History
Museum. On the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation
Proclamation, this humbling new exhibition examines
the transatlantic slave trade. Artifacts from the
archaeological excavation of a sunken slave ship. Visit
www.fraziermuseum.org
Jun 1 to Jul 7 GLOBAL SHOES. This family-friendly
exhibit from the Brooklyn Children’s Museum educates
us about different cultures through the shoes we wear.
Visit http://alicenter.org
Jun 1 to Aug 9 SELECTED WORKS OF G.C. COXE.
African American Heritage Center. Coxe was considered
the dean of Louisville’s African American artists and
mentor of many. See examples of his daring abstract
paintings. Visit www.kcaah.org
Jun 1 (Sat) THE SOUL FOOD FESTIVAL. Waterfront
Park. Sense the aroma of soul cooking outside and enjoy
the food. Visit www.ilovesoulfood.com
Jun 1 (Sat) AMERICANA WORLD FESTIVAL.
Iroquois Amphitheater, 11AM to 9PM. International
performances and cuisines, activities for children, and
community information. Visit www.americanacc.org
Jun 1 (Sat) LOUISVILLE COMMUNITY
AGRICULTURE. Every Saturday morning. Also,
other days and times. 26 farmers’ markets from
California neighborhood to Norton Commons. Visit
www.louisvilleky.gov/HealthyHometown
Jun1 (Sat) HOME REPAIR VOLUNTEERS. Fuller
Center for Housing of Louisville. Every Saturday. All
skill levels. Ask about our other volunteer opportunities.
For more information, call 272-1377.
Jun 1 (Sat) ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLUB. Every
Saturday at the Iroquois & Newburg Public Library
Branches, 3PM. Also Main Library on Thursdays at
7PM. Practice conversational English with neighbors and
friends from many parts of the world. Visit www.lfpl.org
Jun 1 (Sat) SACK LUNCHES FOR HOMELESS.
Every Saturday, 12pm to 2PM, Bates Community
Development Corporation, 1228 S. Jackson Street. Call
636-0573 for more information.
Jun 1 (Sat) JEFFERSON MEMORIAL FOREST. Land
Stewart Project. Every first Saturday, 9AM to Noon.
Also, Wednesdays. Help improve landscape and protect
native flora. Gloves, tools, water and on-the-job training
provided. Visit www.louisvilleky.gov/metroparks/
jeffersonmemorialforest/
Jun 1 (Sat) CANVASS NEIGHBORHOODS FOR
FRESH FOOD. Saturdays and Sundays all summer.
Come join us anytime. Fresh Stop Project volunteers
take orders door to door for locally grown fruits and
vegetables. Visit http://newrootsproduce.org
Jun 1 (Sat) OLMSTEAD PARK VOLUNTEERS. 9AM
to 12PM, at Cherokee Park. Help maintain and restore
our urban forests. Visit www.olmsteadparks.org
Jun 2 (Sun) “AIM HIGHER” focusing on military
counter-recruitment. Every first Sunday at 7 PM, 2236
Kaelin Avenue at the FOR office. Discuss conscientious
objection, military recruitment, and the possibility for
high school students to “opt out” of having their names
given to recruiters. Call Jim Johnson, 262-0148.
Jun 3 (Mon) BICYCLES FOR HEALTH AND CLEANER AIR. Louisville Bicycle Club, Every Monday,
weather permitting. Fat Forty at 8:45AM. Recovery Ride
at 6:45PM. Visit www.louisvilleky.gov/bikelouisivlle.
Jun 3 (Mon) DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE ISSUE
OF FORsooth. Every first Monday. Contact John
Hartmann, editor, at 296-1793 or johart.john@gmail.
com. Please email new or updated calendar listings to
calendar.peace@gmail.com.
Jun 4 (Tues) HOUR OF POWER BOOK DISCUSSIONS.
Newburg Branch Public Library. Every first Tuesday,
6:30PM. Discussions of books by contemporary authors
on personal efforts to overcome the challenges of abuse,
oppression, deprivation, discrimination or disabilities.
Visit www.lfpl.org
J u n 5 ( We d ) N O O N T I M E I N T E R FA I T H
MEDITATIONS. Every Wednesday from 12:10
to 12:30 at Christ Church Cathedral, Downtown.
Weekly rotation includes Zen Buddhist silence, Lecto
Divina, Vipassana Buddhist practices, and Creative
Visualization. Visit http://paths2peace.org
Jun 5 (Wed) NATURE PRESERVE VOLUNTEERS.
Blackacre State Nature Preserve and Historic Homestead.
Every Wednesday, 9AM to Noon. Help care for gardens,
trails, and farmland. Visit www.blackacreconservancy.org
Jun 5 (Wed) CITIZENSHIP TUTORS. Kentucky Refugee
Ministries, 6:30 to 8:30PM. Every Wednesday. Also
every Thursday, 11AM to 1PM. Help students study for
the citizenship exam. Ask about our other volunteer opportunities. Call 479-9180 Ext 57 for more information.

Jun 5 (Wed) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY
FORUM. Every first Wednesday. Sustainability and
relationships that create a community for change. Bring
your lunch. Noon to 1:45 PM, Passionist Earth & Spirit
Center, the Barn at 1924 Newburg Road.
June 5 (Wed) MEETING OF THE MINDS. Crescent Hill
Public Library, 7PM. Discuss current topics with your
neighbors. Visit www.lfpl.org
Jun 6 (Thurs) REAL PEOPLE, REAL CHALLENGES,
REAL SOLUTIONS. Volunteers of America Family
Emergency Shelter, 8:30AM to 9:30AM. Also Jun
20th. One hour interactive tour of VOA’s work and
programs for self-determination. For more information,
call 636-4660
Jun 7 (Fri) GRASSROOTS GALA. 600 Block of S.
4th Street, 4PM to 10PM. Experience the character
and diversity of our neighborhoods. Reconnect with
friends across town. Live music and food. Visit www.
centerforneighborhoods.org
Jun 8 (Sat) EARTHSAVE POTLUCK. Crescent Hill
Ministries, 6PM to 8PM. Every 2nd Saturday. Bring a
plant-based dish and share your recipe. Discuss healthy
food and behavior change. Mix, mingle, music. For more
information call 299-9520.
Jun 8 (Sat) PEAK OIL. Every 2nd Saturday, St. Matthews
Public Library, 10 AM to Noon. Call George Perkins,
425-6645.
Jun 9 (Sun) VETERANS FOR PEACE. Every second
Sunday, 3PM to 4PM. Heine Bros. Coffee at the Douglas
Loop, Call 632-2177 for more information.
Jun 9 (Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE. Every second Sunday.
A remembrance of all those suffering from conflicts in
the Middle East. Bring a sign. 5PM to 6 PM, Bardstown
Road at Douglass Blvd. Sponsored by LPAC (Louisville
Peace Action Community). For more information, call
Harold Trainer at 387-9490.
Jun 10 (Sat) KENTUCKIANS FOR THE
COMMONWEALTH. Annual meeting of Jefferson
County KFTC at First Unitarian Church, 6PM to 8PM.
Review our recent work, celebrate victories, and plan
for the future. Visit www.kftc.org
Jun 11 to 13 CONFLICT RESOLUTION SUMMER
CAMP. Peace Education Program at Central
Presbyterian Church, 9:30Am to 3:30PM. Learn to
communicate peace and cooperation through digital
media. Visit www.peaceeducationprogram.org
Jun 10 (Mon) URBAN LEAGUE YOUNG
PROFESSIONALS. Louisville Urban League,
Every 2nd Monday, 6PM. Networking opportunities
for emerging leaders ages 21 to 40 of all minority
backgrounds. Call the Urban League office for more
info: 561-6830.
Jun 11 (Tues) FREE HOME ENERGY EFFICIENCY
SEMINAR. Energy Pros Sustainable Home Education
Group, 6:30PM to 8:30PM. Learn the basics. Visit www.
theenergypros.net
Jun 11 (Tues) GREEN CONVENE. Every second Tuesday
at The Highland Green Building, 6:30PM. Join residents
and policymakers in examining ways to connect the
health of our community with our environment. Visit
www.greenconvene.org
Jun 11 (Tues) AMERICANA COMMUNITY CENTER.
Orientation at 7pm every second Tuesday. Learn how
you can help immigrant families learn practical skills,
join social networks, and improve language skills. Call
366-7813 to RSVP.
Jun 11 (Tues) INTERNATIONAL VOICES BOOK
DISCUSSION. Bon Air Public Library, 7PM. Also Jun
18th.A different book each meeting by authors from
around the world. Visit www.lfpl.org
Jun 11 (Tues) INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH. Hand
in Hand Ministries, 7PM. Learn about our immersion
trips and various volunteer opportunities. Visit http://
hhministires.com
Jun 12 (Wed) KENTUCKY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE
ON LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
(KITLAC). Every second Wednesday at the 1741
Building on Frankfort Avenue. 7:30 PM. For more
information, call David Horvath at 479-9262 or Pat
Geier at 456-6586.
Jun 12 (Wed) LOUISIVLLE FORUM. Every 2nd
Wednesday, Noon at Vincenzo’s Downtown. Speakers
on current public issues. Nonpartisan discussion. For
details, call 329-0111.
Jun 13 (Thurs) AMERICAN PALESTINE PUBLIC
AFFAIRS FORUM (APPAF). Every second Thursday.
A documentary film exploring the situation in Middle
East will be presented. 7 PM, Louisville Presbyterian
Seminary, Nelson Hall, Room 119. For more information,
call Bashar Masri, 773-1836.
Jun 14 (Fri) AFRICAN AMERICAN ARCHIVES
TOUR. Western Public Library, 10:30AM. Peruse a
unique collection and view short documentary. Visit
www.lfpl.org

Jun 14 (Fri) A GLIMPSE OF ETERNITY. The Louisville
Astronomical Society at dusk in Tom Sawyer Park.
Every 2nd Friday. Look through telescopes at planets,
our moon, stars, double stars, the Orion nebula and other
wonders. Visit www.louisville-astro.org
Jun 14 & 15 KENTUCKIANA PRIDE FESTIVAL AND
PARADE. The Belvedere, 12PM to midnight. Celebrate
LGBT diversity and show your support. Proceeds of
activities go to community organizations. Visit http://
www.kypride.com
June 15 (Sat) REPAIR AFFAIR. New Directions Housing
Corporation. Join a volunteer team and help repair neighborhood homes. All skill levels. Visit www.ndhc.org
Jun 15 (Sat) GROWING FOOD AND COMMUNITY.
15 Thousand Farmers, at Dismas St. Ann’s on Algonquin
Pkwy, the 15th day each month. Share ideas and
experiences about growing your own food. Taste
samples. Visit www.15thousandfarmers.com
June 15 (Sat) CULTURAL SHOWCASE: TRINIDAD.
Iroquois Public Library, 1PM. Learn more about
Trinidad’s culture and people. Meet your neighbors who
originated in that country. Visit www.lfpl.org
Jun 17 (Mon) SOCIAL CHANGE BOOK CLUB. Every
third Monday, Heine Bros., 119 Chenoweth, 6PM. For
book list, Visit www.greenlistlouisville.com
Jun 18 (Tues) DEVELOPMENTAL DISABLITIES
WORKSHOP. Every third Tuesday, 11AM to 1PM.
Expressions Café at The Council on Developmental
Disabilities. Learn how an Individualized Education
Program (IEP) is prepared for a child with a disability.
Address barriers to inclusion. Call 584-1239
Jun 20 (Thurs) INJUSTICE OF THE COAL CYCLE.
Join the Louisville march and rally. Speakers to include
Wendell Berry. Visit www.cultivatingconnections.org
Jun 20 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER HEALTH
CARE. Every third Thursday, 5:30PM at First Unitarian
Church. Call Kay Tillow 636-1551.
Jun 20 (Thurs) COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL
A D VO C AT E S F O R C H I L D R E N ( C A S A ) .
Orientation, Noon to 1PM. Learn how you can help
defend the rights of abused and neglected children in
our community. Call 595-4911 to RSVP
Jun 20 (Thurs) MENTAL ILLNESS SUPPORT &
ADVOCACY. NAMI Louisville every third Thursday
at 3PM. Also Saturdays and Sundays. Support group
for families. Draw on years of experience. Visit www.
namilouisville.org.lfpl.org
Jun 20 (Thurs) FORsooth LABELING. Presbyterian
Seminary, Nelson Hall, Room 10. 6:30 PM. Every 4th
Thursday. We need volunteers! Many hands make light
work, and the opposite is also true! So please join us if
you can. Call 451-5658 for more information.
Jun 21 to 25 CYCLING HERITAGE AND PRACTICE.
The 46th Wheelmen National Meet in Louisville for the
first time. Races, displays, performances, and parade.
Visit http://kentuckywheelmen.org
Jun 25 (Tues) FREE NON-PROFIT START UP CLINIC
Center for Nonprofit Excellence, 3:30PM. Learn the
fundamentals. Pitfalls to avoid. Visit www.cnpe.org
Jun 27 LOVE FREE OR DIE. Muhammad Ali Center film
series, 5:30PM. Faith, love, homosexuality, and the Episcopal Church collide in the first openly gay Bishop, Gene
Robinson of New Hampshire. Visit http://alicenter.org
Jun 27 (Thurs) MY RECIPE FOR PEACE. Interfaith Paths
To Peace, 6:30PM to 8:30PM. Hear community leaders’
personal recipes for peacemaking in their daily lives. Enjoy their culinary recipes, too. Visit http://paths2peace.org
Jun 27 (Thurs) MIGRATION AND REFUGEE
CELEBRATION OF SPIRIT AND SUCCESS.
Catholic Charities, 5:30PM. An evening for honoring
the courage of Louisville’s refugees and those who
empowered them. Visit http://cclou.org
Jun 29 (Sat) FARMER’S MARKET PARTY. Rainbow
Blossom Market, 12PM to 4PM. Cook-off using fresh
ingredients available from local farmers’ markets. Live
music and vendors. Visit www.rainbowblossom.com

OUT OF TOWN

Jun 1 (Sat) SWIFT CAMP SWEEP. Red River Watershed
Team of The Kentucky Waterways Alliance. Help clean
up a park on the Red River in Campton, KY. Lunch at
noon. Learn water quality sampling from the Kentucky
River Watershed Watch. Visit http://kwalliance.org
Jun 1 to Jul 21 AL WEIWEI: ACCORDING TO WHAT?
Indianapolis Museum of Art. Ai is one of China’s
most vocal artists on human rights and social change.
Designer of the “Bird’s Nest” stadium for the 2008
summer Olympics. Includes his sculpture from salvage
of the Sichuan earthquake. Visit www.imamuseum.org
Jun 5 (Sun) APPALATIN LIVE, Natasha’s Café,
Lexington, 9PM. Hear the Appalachian and Latin
fusion of performers hailing from Hazard, Richmond,
& Louisville plus Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Guatemala.
Visit www.appalatin.com

