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US poised for major low-impact hydropower expansion
By Zoé Strecker

dams that already exist for other purposes

Construction is partially complete for
54,000 power plants that are poised to supply
four million American homes with inexpensive, renewable energy that will have virtually no negative environmental impacts.
The required equipment is effective and

and recreation.
Because the dam structures are already
in place (many for decades, some for a
century) the addition of generation equipment would not have a negative effect on
surrounding sites. In a more profound
sense, the environmental impact would be
tremendously positive because the hydro
plants would offset the use of fossil fuels,
especially in states like Kentucky that depend
on coal for over 90% of electricity production.
The same D. O. E. study estimates that
Kentucky’s total potential hydro capacity at
currently non-powered dams is over 1,700
megawatts. A more measured analysis, however, by one of Kentucky’s most respected
renewable energy teams, Soft Energy Associates, (renovator of historic hydro projects on
the Kentucky River and on Elkhorn Creek),
puts the feasible statewide estimate at 849.54
megawatts of hydro capacity.
Even this conservative estimate is very
good news. Although the 850 megawatts
of hydro represents only about 5% of the
total amount of electricity generated by

testing. It’s already being manufactured
by worldwide by
companies like
General Electric.
New
research suggests
that significant
breakthroughs
are immanent in

megawatt of generating capacity supports
the energy needs of about 500 standard
could provide enough hydropower for
about 425,000 homes. (Compare this to the
plant like Kentucky Utilities’ E. W. Brown
generating station in Mercer County.)
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generators. Most
of these green energy generation faZoé Strecker
cilities are government owned, and all are capable of supplying
electricity to the existing transmission grid.
If this sounds too good to be true,
read on.
According to a new study, published
in April 2012 by the U.S. Department of
Energy’s (D. O. E.) Wind and Water Power
Program and carried out by Oak Ridge National Laboratory with inputs from Idaho
National Laboratory, the United States can
quickly add 12,000 megawatts of renewable
energy capacity to the electric grid by adding hydropower turbines and generators to

INSIDE

Two hydropower companies that have
already developed plants capable of producin the state--the renovated Mother Ann Lee
Hydroelectric Station at Lock and Dam
number 7 on the Kentucky River and three
new facilities at existing large lock and dam
structures, Cannellton, Smithland, and Captain Anthony Meldahl, on the Ohio River.
as models for two reasons; they build public
they have helped the government agencies
that own the dams and control river issues,
i.e. the Kentucky River Authority (KRA) and
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE),
to establish protocols for future projects in

Mother Ann Lee Hydroelectric Station
owners and renovators (l-r) David Coyte,
David Brown Kinloch, Bob Fairchild

By offsetting the use of coal, these
projects would immediately prevent the
emission of over a million and a half
pounds of carbon dioxide from entering
the atmosphere every hour. Every hour,
less nitrogen oxide, sulfur dioxide, mercury,
ash, bottom ash, scrubber waste), ozone,
on and on. Every hour.

By Col Owens

and Civic Engagement undertook a study

Kentucky’s tax system is inadequate
for the 21st century. We distribute our
total tax burden unfairly on our residents.

report examined the state’s income tax, sales
tax, business taxes, and tax expenditures.
These were evaluated in light of four

critical investments that improve our quality
of life, including education, economic
development, health, transportation,
infrastructure, and energy. The 21stcentury global economy demands a highly
educated, skilled and healthy workforce for
successful participation. Kentucky falls far
short of those standards. To improve our
competitiveness and raise our standard of
living, we must modernize our tax system.
People’s views about taxation tend to

accountability. The report includes the

who want small, limited government place
a priority on low spending and low taxes.
Those who want a government that responds
to evolving public needs with strategic
public spending want adequate tax revenue
to support essential public investments to
meet those evolving needs.
Kentucky’s inadequate revenue stream
is not just a function of the recession. It re-

Pg. 5 .................................................... Richard Beliles on free speech
Pg. 6 ..................... Lee Thomas and Ron Cooper on Hiroshima Day

Women’s Network Study

Pg. 6 ..........................................Tom Lambert on the bridges project

The Tax Modernization Committee
of the Kentucky Women’s Network
Commonwealth Institute for Policy Issues

Pg. 3 ........................................ Drew Foley on 350.org’s Derby demo
Pg. 4 ..........................Gracie Lewis on the Trayvon Martin shooting
Pg. 4 ......... Katerina Katsarka Whitley on Palestinian liberation theology
Pg. 5 ................................................Buddha Mani Dhakal on Bhutan

(continued on page 7)

Kentucky’s tax system
needs serious reform

us unable to meet our needs. As the Institute
on Taxation and Economic Policy reports,
in 2007 our lowest 20% income group paid
9.4% of their income on taxes, and our lower
and middle income taxpayers paid 10.8% of
income on taxes. However, our top 5% of
earners paid only 7.4% of income on taxes,
and our top 1% of earners paid only 6.1% of
income. This distribution of our tax burden
is both unfair and counterproductive for the
health and vitality of Kentucky’s economy.

Pg. 2 ...........................................Buddy Cutler on right to work laws

dam sites. The smooth success of the Mother
Ann Lee project helped convince the Kentucky State Legislature in July 2008, to make
the development of low-impact hydropower
part of the operational mandate for the KRA.
Preliminary permits have been issued by
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) for twenty-one other projects on
the Ohio, Kentucky, Salt, Licking, Barren,
Green and Nolin rivers. These could provide
an additional 586.5 megawatts of generating
capacity. A number of these existing dams,
like those on the upper Kentucky River, also
have defunct lock chambers that would be
used to temporarily dewater space in the
river for construction and maintenance,

Kentucky’s income tax was established
in 1936. By 1950 its graduated rates topped
out at 6% for all incomes over $8,000,
which was a very substantial income at the
time. There has been only modest tweaking
since. Thus, the income tax is essentially

from economic changes such as income
it is not adequate to secure revenue needed
for essential services.
opted in 1930. The current version was
implemented in 1960. The sales tax is also
problematic for the state, but for different
reasons. The sales tax base is composed
almost exclusively of goods, which were
the basis of most economic transactions
when the tax was established.
As our economy has shifted toward
services, with less manufacturing and
production of goods, services have not
generally been added to the sales tax base.
growing volume of economic transactions
evolving with changing social and economic
conditions; and it is not adequate, to secure
its share of revenue required to address the
needs of modern life.
Former Transylvania economics pro(continued on page 7)

‘Right to Work’ clashes with our model of democracy
by Buddy Cutler
The controversy over so-called “Right
to Work” laws was again ignited when
Indiana became the 23rd state to outlaw
union shops this year.
What is a RTW law? It is a state statute
that prohibits union security agreements,
that is, agreements between unions and
employers which allow a union and
employer to require employees to pay the
cost of union representation.
Congress authorized states to enact
these laws in the Taft-Hartley Act of 1947,
which was passed over President Truman’s
courageous veto. Section 14(b) of the
Taft-Hartley Act allows individual states
to outlaw union shop and agency shop
agreements so employees can continue
working without supporting the union that
represents them and negotiated their wages
These RTW laws are wrong – wrong
as a matter of principle and wrong as a
matter of good economic policy. They are
not truly “right to work” laws. They are
Right to Freeload (RTF) laws.
As in our American government,
the majority rules in employer-union
relationships. Some citizens may not like
our president and they may be adamantly
opposed to his policies, but all citizens
are governed by the majority and he is
the president for all. Unions are elected
by a majority of the workers in their unit
(usually a single workplace), and the union
leadership is likewise elected by a majority.
Because unions are chosen by the
workers, they are required to represent
all employees in that unit. Unions must
provide their services to all employees,
just as our local governments must provide
collective bargaining agreement covers all
such as health insurance and pension plans,
seniority rights, protection against unjust
termination, and many other protections

In fair bargaining states such as Kentucky,
employees can only be required to pay the
union’s cost of representing those workers. They do not have to pay for a union’s
political advocacy or for social functions.
If the union has a party, they do not have to
pay for it. If the employee disagrees with
the union’s politics (or even if they agree),
they do not have to pay the union’s cost for
political advocacy. But because they all enjoy

Buddy Cutler, Esq.

which their union won for them. If a worker
believes the company has treated him or her
unjustly or denied the worker a right under
the contract, it is the union’s job to represent
that employee and be his or her advocate
regardless whether the worker supported
the union.
Unions must pay the cost of representing
employees, just as our local governments

advocate in the workplace, they all should
pay their share of the cost of those services.
The right-wing has created several
myths about RTF. For example, they claim
that union security clauses keep employers
from locating in those states, but eight of the
twelve states with the highest unemployment
rates are RTF states. Workers in those states
earn about $1,500 less per year, they are less
likely to have employer-sponsored health
insurance and pensions, and are more likely
to die on the job. Workplace deaths are 52
percent higher in RTF states because unions

actively promote a safe workplace and hold
employers accountable.
RTF is bad for employees, companies
and communities. Its promoters’ true goal
is to destroy unions, the true advocates
for workers, union and non-union.
Conscientious employers do not fear
unions, but predatory employers use RTF to
encourage a “race to the bottom,” in which
they can rule without restriction. The best
solution, although it is not possible in today’s
climate, is to repeal Section 14(b) and thus
allow unions throughout the country to
negotiate for union shop agreements.
Irwin (Buddy) Cutler is a partner with
Miller & Meade. He represents individuals

police protection. Unions must pay for
other professionals, and other expenses
that any organization incurs. Because all
the cost. Like taxes, union dues and fees
provide the revenue that allows the union to
provide its services. It is the American way
– a democratically represented government
supported by its citizens.
Business groups that support RTF
claim to protect workers’ rights. Instead,
their goal is to weaken and ultimately
cripple unions by causing dissention and
cutting off the revenue which they need to
be strong advocates for their members and
for workers’ rights throughout the country.
Claims of “forced unionism” are simply
not true. No one can be forced to join a union.
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Danny Glover (left) joined UofL’s John Chenault at the KY Center for African American
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Louisville 350.org urges Derby-goers to “Connect the Dots”
By Drew Foley

the iconic statue of Barbaro in front of the
main entrance to the Downs. Both times,
Churchill Downs security people told us we
had to get off Churchill Downs’ property.
Following the “walk-around,” ten of
us sucked it up and paid our admission to
enter the Downs for the rest of the day. Ben
Evans (the creative genius of this event)
and Bob Bush sported the best hats, so they
entered the paddock area and were instantly
besieged by people wanting to have their
pictures taken with them (the term “chick
magnet” comes to mind). I was envious of
Bob and Ben. This was exactly the kind
of engagement we had intended: having
fun with the crowd while also raising its
awareness of climate change.

I didn’t want to attend the Kentucky
Derby. I don’t like the whole affair. I don’t
like the crowds, the waiting, the drinking,
and the gambling. I don’t like the obscene
amount of money spent on clothes,
parking, shuttling, admission tickets, and
bad food. Perhaps most of all, I don’t like
simply for human amusement. So, why
did my friends and I pay the crazy $50
general admission fee on May 5th to enter
couldn’t even view the race? The answer
was: to “connect the dots.”
In late March, the climate change
awareness campaign “350.org” designated
May 5th as “Climate Impacts Day: Connect
the Dots.” (Scientists concur that 350 is
the safe upper limit of of parts per million
of CO2 in the atmosphere. We’re now at
392ppm.) The idea was “to shine a spotlight
on the connections between extreme
weather and climate change” in countries
all over the world. And of course by doing
so, to help people understand the need to
reduce their carbon footprints now!
we can hold any kind of awareness-raising
event on Derby Day. There is no other event
on Derby Day. But my “350 Louisville”
colleagues negated my skepticism with their
enthusiasm, noting all the media attention
that would be possible on that day. It is
after all Louisville’s biggest day of the year.
somehow to join the party. We would make
our presence known in a playful and festive way. We did not want to denigrate the
Derby; we did not want to “rain on people’s
parade.” So, after a month of intense discussions and arduous preparation, we had
hatched a plan and were ready to go. We
the crowd outside Churchill Downs, engaging people as appropriate
On the morning of Oaks Day, May
4, twenty folks gathered for a “test run”

Louisville activists work with 350.org at the KY Derby to “Connect the Dots” concerning the
impacts of climate change.

for Derby Day. Our home base both days
was Jackie Green’s Bike shop, just two
blocks from Churchill Downs (thank you
Jackie!). Joining our 350 Louisville group
were members of Sierra Club and Occupy
Louisville. We had brought with us:
T-shirts to wear which said, “Save the
Race, Connect the Dots” on the front and
which had examples of extreme weather
phenomena in “dots” on the back.
Some extravagant Derby hats which
were topped by, among other things,
smokestacks, wind turbines, solar panels,
Earth balls, horses, and hailstones.
Brightly colored sticky round labels
(“Derby Dots”), each using the name of a
Derby horse to make a point about climate
change. (For example, the sticker for Derby
winner “I’ll Have Another” said: “I’ll have
another solar panel on my roof, please!”)
“Carbon-free fans” left over from last
year’s “Moving Planet” action.

EMPATHY AND ETHOS
By Tom Louderback
Nobel laureate physicist Steven
knowledge” is the only real knowledge. Put
plainly, he has no use of religion.
As he once wrote, “Those who seek
they understand about modern physics are
digging dry wells. I think that, with two large
exceptions, the results of research in physics
have no legitimate implications whatsoever
for culture or politics or philosophy.”
Those two exceptions are familiar
to many of us. We know, sure enough,
subjects once thought to be more abstract
and philosophical. Old philosophical
arguments have been replaced by objective
mathematical laws, in many cases.
Sometimes, it seems our culture is shrinking
as science expands.
The other exception, Weinberg says, is
governed by impersonal mathematical laws.
Of course, it still remains for us to get the
laws right,” he adds, “and to understand
their range of validity.”
Moreover, “If science is talking about
something real, then what we say is either
true or false. If it is true, then how can we
depend on the social context of the scientist?
method of approach may depend on all sorts
that is the way the world is.”
So, Weinberg holds fast to “positivist”
philosophy. Real knowledge can only come
real knowledge.
American philosopher William James
saw reality differently, however. Our real
life experiences, James reasoned, contain
July-August 2012

both “particulars and relations between
those particulars.” We ought to consider
both kinds of experience when we try to
describe reality. Meaning and values that
arise from the physical level of our existence
are real, too.
Thus reasoned experience is more than
the data. Life is a complex experience full
of meaning. It is “double-barreled.” There
is “both content and reference” to human
consciousness. To reduce our experiences
to “bare sensations” is inadequate.
As James explained, “I maintain (that) a
given undivided portion of experience, taken
in one context, plays the part of the knower,
of a state of mind, of ‘consciousness’; while
in a different context the same undivided
bit of experience plays the part of the thing
known, of an objective ‘content.’ In one
ways simultaneously we have every right
to speak of it as subjective and objective,
both at once.”
So, all kinds of experience matter in
James’s view. “Things that shall be debatable among philosophers shall be things
James developed his philosophical

Two eight-foot tall wearable puppets:
“Queen Green” and “Fossil Fool.”
A banner which said: “Louisville
Climate 2012: Tornadoes in January,
Warmest March Ever.”
(For Derby Day only) Two huge drop
message “Stop horsin’ around with climate,
Connect the Dots.”
With Sam Avery leading us with his
steady drum beat, we walked two hours
that morning up and down Central Avenue,
passing out “Derby Dots” and “CarbonFree” fans, garnering smiles, talking to
people about the issue when they asked,
posing for photos, making children happy.
We also received a few sneers and epithets.
The Oaks Day test was successful, so
on Derby Day twenty-two folks repeated the

out our “Stop Horsin’Around with Climate”
message on the grass. Our hope was that it
head and be seen on national TV. Alas, this
didn’t happen. But the message was noticed
by passers-by and did elicit conversation.
Were the effort, time, and money spent
worth it? There is no way to measure success
in such an endeavor. Statistically speaking,
the number of people reached relative to the
size of the crowd was I’m sure quite small.
And media coverage was minimal, though
gratifying. But the main thing is: we did
obstacles and took an action in conjunction
with hundreds of similar actions around the
world. We followed our collective heart.
In many ways the Kentucky Derby
symbolizes values and behaviors that are
antithetical to our own. Yet, we held our
noses and participated, for the sake of our
species, our climate, and planet Earth. And,
I must admit, we had fun doing it.

and in a far larger crowd. Twice we managed
to get group photos of ourselves in front of

Organizers set sights
on local low-power FM
If the cornerstone of democracy is an independent media, is democracy possible
in America today?
BIG MEDIA. The mission of corporate media is driven by the stockholder
interests, not public interests. Locally, we’ve seen mass lay-offs at the CourierJournal, resulting in puny or missing coverage of big stories. Pitino gets big ink and
supporters of the Bridges Project get election endorsements. Watchdog journalism
got a pink slip years ago.
LITTLE MEDIA. Former LEO media critic, the late Tom Peterson, attended the
National Conference on Media Reform in St. Louis in May, 2005 and wrote about the
sold-out event “… as a wake-up call to Americans suffering an Orwellian nightmare
of compromised media…(media reform) is an issue of top vs. bottom.”
LOW POWER FM: OCCUPY THE AIRWAVES. Low power FM (LPFM)
radio isn’t beholden to corporate underwriters fearful of programming such as Amy
Goodman’s Democracy Now! and other independent voices unafraid to challenge
status quo blather. LPFM provides grassroots voices - the uninsured, the unemployed,
voices against war, green voices, youthful voices - air time to tell their stories. LPFM
is uncompromised, people-powered media to take on 1% interests. Slam dunk.
LPFM APPLICATIONS: The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has
announced that it will be accepting and reviewing applications from noncommercial
organizations to grant approval to operate more LPFM radio stations. Information
about the application period and deadlines have not been announced, but there is
some indication that it might be in late 2012 or early 2013. The amount of available
spectrum for broadcasting is diminishing. This is expected to be the last window of
opportunity to apply for such a broadcast license for decades.
LOUISVILLE LPFM WORKING GROUP: John Hartmann is the point person for
the Louisville LPFM working group. He has been consulting closely with Prometheus
Radio in the effort to put together an application for a new LPFM license. Join the
effort: e-mail John Hartmann at johart.john@gmail.com.
theory of “radical empiricism” because he
believed the classical empiricism of David
Hume and John Locke was missing the big
picture. His theory draws on the philosophy
of organism that had begun to take shape in
the life sciences during his lifetime. Many
biologists, psychologists, and social scientists tended to see nature and its processes
as spontaneous and alive. The determinism
other scientists saw in Darwin’s original
concept of evolution was replaced with new
a concept of living systems.

Radical empiricism was also intended
to meet a practical need. As theologian
James Luther Adams would put it years
later. “Faith is essentially part of life. Our
experiences have shown us that we cannot
facts alone.”
Weinberg might say that is only a
knowledge will eventually cover everything.
In the meantime, he would probably advise
us to apply the wisdom of ethics and logic.
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Trayvon Martin case exposes racism and unjust laws
By Gracie Lewis
After 45 days of protest around the
country, along with 2.2 million signatures,
demanding “Justice for Trayvon Martin” and
the arrest of his killer, George Zimmerman
was charged with second-degree murder.
But on Friday, April 20, 2012, Zimmerman
was free again.
Although Zimmerman has now been
re-arrested, at that bond hearing his attorney
Marc O’Mara asked Circuit Court Judge
Kenneth Lester to allow Zimmerman out of
jail while he awaits trial. O’Mara also asked
Judge Lester to permit Zimmerman to leave
the state while wearing a GPS bracelet, and
secure his safety.
Zimmerman claimed self-defense in
the fatal February 26 shooting of 17 yearold Trayvon Martin, a black teenager who
was armed with nothing but iced tea and a
bag of skittles when Zimmerman gunned
him down in a gated community outside of
Orlando, Florida.
At Zimmerman’s bond hearing O’Mara
skillfully turned the case around to make it
appear as if Trayvon attacked him. O’Mara
will doubtlessly rely on Florida’s “Stand
Your Ground” or “Castle” law, which grants
citizens the right to use deadly force if threatened with bodily harm. Twenty-three states
have passed variants of these laws, including
Kentucky. This case has brought America
face to face with the “Stand Your Ground”
Since the moment the Trayvon Martin
case was belatedly brought to the light of
national consciousness, it has been fraught
with the most unjust legal manipulations
that any case so steeped in race issues is
bound to have.
Zimmerman’s wife and mother were
allowed to testify at the hearing by telephone, a practiced I personally have never
witnessed before at a bond hearing or in a
courtroom. The powers that be alleged that
the family did not want a public appearance
because they feared for their safety.

In Florida a bond hearing is held within
24 hours after an arrest. The primary purpose
of a bond hearing is to determine if the
individual could be released pending trial,
and to determine the amount of bond it will
take to get the person out of jail until the
trial occurs. What was truly surprising was
Zimmerman’s self-serving apology. This is
normally done at sentencing.
Marc O’Mara was able to turn this
bond hearing into a mini-trial. The Judge
did not interrupt O’Mara as he skillfully
began to cast down on the evidence the
public had received. O’Mara challenged
the state’s evidence and built a deadly force
case against Trayvon Martin. Zimmerman’s
nose was broken and his head was bloody.
O’Mara proceded to blow up the twopage probable cause statement and circle
to indict Zimmerman. At a true bond hearing
you rarely, if at all, see this done.
State prosecutor Bernie de la Rionda
cited the reasons why he should remain in
jail or be released on a $1 million bond. But
Judge Lester had already predetermined the
amount of his bail, because he put both the
amount of the bail and the conditions of his
release on PowerPoint. Zimmerman would
be required to pay $15,000 of his bond, only
10% of the full $150,000. His mother put
her home up for collateral. Since that time,
over $200,000 has come in for defense for
Zimmerman on his website.
Judge Lester said that Zimmerman
must not have any contact with the victim’s
family, he must wear an ankle monitoring
bracelet, and adhere to a 7 pm to 6 am curfew.
must not consume alcohol or controlled
substances. Zimmerman was allowed to
leave the state while wearing a GPS bracelet.
Among the several disturbing counterpoints O’Mara has crafted is the notion that
Zimmerman had a right to stand his ground
against an attack from unarmed Martin. It
is perplexing that this argument has held so
much clout as a potential defense thus far, as
it was in fact Zimmerman who was the ag-

stay organized in order that this young
man’s voice can be heard and that a fair
and impartial trial can be held. The “Stand
Your Ground” laws, in the meantime, should
be challenged in all 23 states that have
them. They should be repealed or seriously
The only person who would have felt
threatened on the night of Trayvon Martin’s
death would have been Trayvon Martin. No
person, be the aggressor, and then claim
“self-defense.” What about Trayvon’s right
to “Stand his ground?” He was the one who

Gracie Lewis

gressor, as evidenced by the 911 call he made.
When the dispatcher asked Zimmerman
“are you following him?” Zimmerman said
yes. This clearly marks Zimmerman as the
his race, age and clothing, and followed
him against the direction of the dispatcher
follow Martin and that the police were on
the way. Trayvon’s girlfriend stated that
he had called her and informed her that a
strange man was following him. Somewhere
in the course of events, a voice is heard
this voice as Trayvon’s.
By the time the police arrived on the
scene, Trayvon was dead. Zimmerman
claimed that he had been attacked by Trayvon as he was returning to his vehicle. Thus
Zimmerman claims “self-defense” and his
right to use deadly force against Trayvon. All
evidence, however, points to Zimmerman as
the aggressor. Did not Trayvon Martin have
a right self-defense? Did not Trayvon Martin
have a right to stand his ground against a
strange man pursuing him with a gun?
If Marc O’Mara has it his way, he will
drag this trial out for a year, for no other
reason than to silence Trayvon’s supporters.
It is important that Trayvon’s supporters

waiver of his right to a speedy trial is all about
“white privilege.” On the night of February
26, 2012, he never gave Trayvon Martin that
privilege. All of this delay is not about preparation for the trial, but because Zimmerman is
the son of former Judge Robert Zimmerman
who practiced law for eight years.
The job of a neighborhood block watcher is to report any suspicious looking person
in the neighborhood. Neighborhood block
watchers are not to pursue anyone, and he
was instructed to wait until the police arrived. Neighborhood block watchers don't
This trial should not extend into next
year. The defense is hoping to silence the
movement organized around the Trayvon
Martin case. This will not happen because of
the manner in which the arraignment on May
8 was conducted. Zimmerman, O’Mara and
the lead prosecutor in the case didn’t attend
the arraignment. Judge Lester accepted the
motion, just as he accepted Zimmerman’s
mother and his wife calling on the telephone.
This is racism and “white privilege.” The
Justice Department needs to intervene.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said
“A threat to justice anywhere, is a threat
to justice everywhere.” This case sets a
dangerous precedent.
activist in Louisville.

Naim Ateek forges a Palestinian liberation theology
By Katerina Katsarka Whitley

Brothers, Melkite Archbishop Elias
Chacour, Naim Ateek witnessed as a small
child the loss of a home built with his father’s
hands, experienced the bitterness of exile,
and saw the occupation of that home by
Jews who had come from another land. As a
result of that loss, his father suffered a stroke
and died. The young Naim was educated in
the United States, was ordained and served
Episcopal parishes in the West Bank before
becoming canon of the Cathedral of St.
George in East Jerusalem.

in a friend’s home in Raleigh, NC, in the
late 1980s. He had just arrived there after
head leaning on his hand, he was trying to
take a quick nap before meeting yet another
audience that night. A slight, handsome man
with close-cropped hair that had just begun
to turn gray, Naim looked too gentle and
kind to cause controversy.
to Israel/Palestine during those heady
worldview had changed as a result of
that visit. Many hours of interviews with
Palestinian Christians had transformed
me. So I was eager to meet and hear this
man, Naim Ateek, who was articulating a
liberation theology for Palestinians.
Filled with the stories of Palestinians, I
was sympathetic with their reluctance to use
the Old Testament in their worship services
and to hear the painful words recited from
passages that claimed all the land of ancient
Canaan (Palestine) for the Jews alone. What
Naim had begun to articulate was a new way
to read both the Hebrew and the Christian
Scriptures in the light of the life and death of
Jesus of Nazareth—a way that made sense
even to Palestinians. This interpretation
has been deliberately misunderstood and
attacked by both fundamentalist Christians
and Zionists.
The organization that resulted from
Naim’s study and understanding of
Scriptures is called Sabeel, which means the
way, the journey, and also spring of water.
Sabeel articulates this Palestinian liberation
theology clearly on their website:
“Palestinian Liberation Theology is an
ecumenical grassroots movement, rooted
in Christian biblical interpretation and
nourished by the hope, dreams and struggles
of the Palestinian people. Originating in
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the land where Christ lived, this theology
seeks to provide a holistic vision of God’s
redeeming activity in the midst of the
current reality. In a situation where justice
has been long neglected, Palestinian
Liberation Theology opens new horizons
of understanding for the pursuit of a just
peace and for the reconciliation proclaimed
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
“By learning from Jesus— his life
under occupation and his response to
injustice—this theology hopes to connect
the true meaning of Christian faith with the
daily lives of all those who suffer under
occupation, violence, discrimination and
human rights violations. Additionally, this
blossoming theological effort promotes a
more accurate international awareness of the
current political situation and encourages
Christians from around the world to work
for justice and to stand in solidarity with
the Palestinian people.”
Together with other Palestinians,
notably the well-known author of Blood

Only Justice (Orbis Books, 1990), is an
excellent introduction to understanding
who the Christian Palestinians are and what
their liberation theology proclaims. His
latest book, A Palestinian Christian Cry for
Reconciliation was published in 2008, also
by Orbis Books. In it Ateek examines the
reasons for the repeated failures of peace
commissions and his own insistence that
only justice will bring about peace. His way
is the way of nonviolent resistance. He is
consistent and courageous, compassionate
to both Israelis and Palestinians. But he does
not hesitate to take courageous stands, to
name the mistakes of the powerful, and to
call them to return to justice.
The current burning issue is that of
divestment. Nothing else seems to have
worked with successive Israeli governments, and as long as they continue to have
the unquestioned support of the United
States the terrible injustice toward Palestin-

ians will not end. Therefore, Naim Ateek
supports boycotting and divestment.
However, when the presiding bishop
of the Episcopal Church, Katharine Jefferts
Schori, gave a speech in Lost Angeles in
March declaring that Episcopalians should
give up urging divestment and boycotts of
with pain and incredulity. The hope is that
his letter will bring this burning issue before
the General Convention of the Episcopal
Church this summer.
As an Episcopalian and a writer of
hope, I must confess that the response of
my government and my church robs me of
hope. To Naim Ateek, a Palestinian Martin
Luther King Jr., we must listened, because
already it seems entirely too late for any
positive change.
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FORsooth

By Buddha Mani Dikhal
Jigme Thinley, prime minister of Bhutan, has been at the forefront of a campaign
devoted to selling his country’s apparent
prime commodity: Happiness. The Prime
Minister has often spoken to the media,
including Al Jazeera, proclaiming the exceptional happiness of his country’s people.
Western visitors who have gone to Bhutan
the happiest country on earth.
In New York on 2 April of this year,
Bhutan’s permanent mission to the UN
convened a conference to apprise the UN
members of a new approach to measuring
the development of a nation—calling for the
measurement of Gross National Happiness
(GNH) as a more holistic approach to
development and national wellbeing.
In an interview with the UN news
center, Thinley asserted that the usage of
GDP as the conventional measure of a
It cannot consider human psychology and
emotions like happiness and wellbeing.
According to him, path to happiness is the
responsibility of the state and government.
Thinley laid thick praise on Bhutan’s fourth
king, to whom he attributes the origination
of the concept of GNH.
The basis behind this superlative
status of Bhutanese happiness is however,
not proven. Visits paid by foreigners to
the Bhutanese elite provide too cursory a
glance to make such a judgment about the
country as a whole.
Measurement of Gross National
Happiness (GNH) has begun and so far, the
survey method has proven the most common
and easiest way to gather information.

refugees not as political victims, but as
economic migrants from neighboring Nepal.
When GNH is incorporated into
national planning and conservation of
the environment, it does little to help the
peasant villagers of the thin and scattered

The surveyors ask structured questions to
selected respondents, the basis of selecting
the respondents not being validated. These
that seem to support common stereotypes,
like, for example, that married people are
most happy, or that older and uneducated
people are less happy.
Going by the second GNH survey in
2010, the mean happiness level of farmers was lower than that of non-farmers.
Single women (divorced and widowed)
were much less happy than unmarried or
married women. Suicidal thoughts and occurrences are highest (83%) among women
in rural areas, indicating their lower level
of happiness.
Bhutan is not the paradise we are
made to believe it is simply because of
dots of monasteries and Chhortens among
lush green hills. It is also a country with
isolated hamlets where residents would be
surprised that they count towards such a
highly perceived national happiness index.
Bhutan’s internal migration rate was
measured highest in south Asia, found to
be at six percent. The country is facing a
large-scale rural-to-urban migration pattern
owing to the sheer lack of opportunities
to eke out a good quality life in villages.
There are no Basic Health Units in some,
poor agricultural output in others, lack of
transportation to get goods to the market
in many, and no entrepreneurial training
of the villages. Suffering a loss to the
encroachment of the increasing population
of wild animals, each year villagers have to
buy grains from neighboring Indian bazaars.
According to the Bhutan Observer,

Buddha Mani Dhakal in San Diego

even community schools are getting
emptier each year due to low enrollment
(bhutanobserver.bt, Dec 30, 2011; see also
“More than 300 schools to be downgraded,”
kuenselonline.com, 4 Jan. 2012). They
are therefore downgraded to extended
classrooms handled by one or two teachers.
The health sector makes an even greater
mockery of GNH. The health minister, Zangley Drukpa, seems little bothered about the
massive scale of corruption in his ministry,
even after health secretary Gado Tshering
resigned. BusinessBhutan.bt has unveiled
scores of burning health issues, ranging from
shortages of quality equipment and essential
drugs like BCG or anti-rabies vaccine, to
(“Health ministry cheated the government,”
businessbhutan.bt, 22, Jan. 2011).
Bhutan’s prime minister has a history of
disdainful answers to tough questions from
the media about the genesis of Bhutanese
refugees now being resettled in the west.
The prime minister has falsely painted the

the marauding bears and pachyderms,
grunting boars and sneaky deer that come
as sharecroppers during the harvest.
Bhutanese villages produce very little
food grains and there is increasing food
insecurity and low nutritional levels among
children and pregnant mothers. According
to the research of Robert Costanza and Ida
Kubiszweski, developmental and environmental programs seek to make 74% of forest
cover healthy but ignore poor human health
that results due to malaria (from mosquito
bites), infestation of crops by micro and
macro level pests, poor nutrition due to low
agricultural output and like.
Not only is the government using a
façade of environmentalism to mask the
neglect of its people, but it also allows
businessmen with government backing to
steal resources from Bhutanese villagers.
For example tons of natural coal was mined
and transported to India along the two rivers
in Samrang, licensed to a businessman
very same monarch who coined the term
GNH. Later the businessman led army
to Samrang and the village of Neoli to
intimidate its people. This is what Bhutanese
happiness means—this is the GNH coined
by the fourth king.

Free speech must be heard as well as expressed
By Richard Beliles
Look up the expression “free speech”
in most American dictionaries and you’re
to express an opinion in public without
censorship or restraint by the government.”
enced by the wording of the First Amendment of our US Constitution which says
“Congress shall make no law… abridging

Richard Beliles of Common Cause KY

the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble.”
Much as we revere our FirstAmendment,
its description of free speech has turned out
to be somewhat limited. We know that free
speech is not merely spoken. It also needs
to be heard.
Today, free speech is seen by most
of the world outside the United States as
multi-faceted right that encompasses, both,
the right to receive and to express thoughts
and ideas.
It includes: The right to seek information
and ideas; the right to receive information
and ideas; and the right to impart information
and ideas.
For example, Article 19 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by
July-August 2012

members of the United Nation in 1948,
explains it this way: “Everyone has the right
to freedom of opinion and expression; this
right includes freedom to hold opinions
without interference and to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas through
any media regardless of frontiers.”
The Declaration explains in no uncertain terms that free speech is both spoken
and heard. This particular understanding of
free speech is nothing new, however. As far
back as 1644, English author John Milton
famously petitioned Parliament to “Give me
the liberty to know, to utter, and to agree freely
according to conscience, above all liberties.”
Note the similarity between Milton’s
petition and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights three hundred years later.
To know, utter, and argue in 1644 appears
to be the practical equivalent of the right to
seek, receive, and impart in 1948.
Milton was responding to government
efforts to control the most effective medium
of his time–the printing press. Paranoid
governments throughout Europe were
attempting to control the press in a number
of ways. By limiting the right to print
to members of guilds. By restricting the
materials printed to university treatises. By
persecuting the printers, themselves.
Like other thinkers of his time and since
then, Milton argued that human freedom is
the essential ingredient to progress in science and learning. His concern was mostly
for learned scholars like himself. In order for
scholars to be appropriately knowledgeable,
he argued, there can be no constraint on
Years later, political theorists like John
Locke would extend this freedom to all
citizens. He would argue that an informed
electorate is necessary to a functioning
democracy. This means that citizens must
be able to receive information as well as
express it.
James Madison, the principal author
of our US Constitution, explained the
importance of well-informed citizens in
a letter to a friend in 1822. “A popular
Government without popular information,
or the means of acquiring it, is but a Prologue
to a Farce or a Tragedy, or perhaps both.

Knowledge will forever govern ignorance:
And a people who mean to be their own
Governors, must arm themselves with the
power which knowledge gives.”
US Supreme Court Justice Louis D.
Brandeis (and Louisville native) described
free speech as a process in his Whitney V.
California opinion in 1927. “Those who won
of the state was to make men free to develop
their faculties, and that in its government
the deliberative forces should prevail over
the arbitrary. They valued liberty both as an
end and as a means.” Brandeis’s formulation
is still widely quoted by constitutional
scholars today.
As everyone knows, the Internet’s
effect on how the people of the world
receive and express information has been

profound during the last twenty years. We
before, brainstorming more, and sharing it
with others we’ve not even met in person.
In 2003, the World Summit on the
Information Society (WSIS) Declaration
of Principles updated the formulations of
Milton, Locke, Monroe, Brandeis and others
for this new technology as follows.
“Communication is a fundamental
social process, a basic human need and the
foundation of all social organization. It is
central to the Information Society. Everyone
should have the opportunity to participate
and no one should be excluded from the

Garrett Adams (center) and Bob Cunningham (r) joined scores of others on June 10
at the Presbyterian Seminary to celebrate the life and activist career
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Floating lanterns commemorate Hiroshima bombing
By Lee Thomas with Ron Cooper
I’m not much for ceremonies, but
there is a big exception: The Floating of the
Candles ceremony held each August 6 on
reconciliation and forgiveness.
As a former soldier stationed at Hirocandles so that light may be shed on the horrors of war and the absolute need for peace.
But as a young US Army private
I was taught that the Japanese were subhuman. Of course, that was not true, as I
would later discover.
Deployed to invade Japan in 1945, I
was on the boat thinking of my imminent
the last man and take as many Americans
with them as they could. I didn’t think I
would survive the beachfront assault that
had been planned.
Before landing on their shores, an
incredible thing happened: America
dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima,
killing and injuring as many as 150,000
people, according to a study by UCLA.
A cheer went up on our boat. Our
lives would be saved! But what came next
was totally unexpected for me, a battlehardened veteran.
It was compassion.
I felt compassion when I saw the
horrible suffering of the Japanese in the
wake of the bomb. We would set our garbage
out on the base and the people would dive
into it, such was their terrible gnawing
hunger and their will to live. They carried
pictures of their loved ones lost in the war.
That tore at my heart. I began to see them
as human beings, not as the “animals”
portrayed in Army indoctrination classes.
I made many Japanese friends at the
base where they were employed, and I

In the traditional commemoration of the victims of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima on
Aug. 6, a canoe tows a string of lanterns across Willow Lake in Cherokee Park, near the
intersection of Grinstead Dr and Lexington Rd. Photo credit Donald Vish

served as paymaster. You can make a lot of
friends when you’re writing them checks!
I didn’t know it then, but this threshold
event in Hiroshima would shape my lifelong
thinking about war and peace and the need
to plant the seeds of peace wherever I went.
Following the war, I returned to take
classes at Yale University where, to my great
fortune, my counselor was Wight Bakke, a
to one of the most fateful decisions of my
life: To embrace the faith of the Religious
Society of Friends.
To become a Quaker is to think peace,
advocate for peace, stand up for peace, and,
to paraphrase the writing of Quaker founder
George Fox, to remove the causes of war.
Along with meeting Wight Bakke,
this time, the late 1940s. I worked at the work

camp sponsored by the Quaker-founded
American Friends Service Committee
(AFSC) in a working class neighborhood
of Philadelphia. The camp centered on
fostering peaceful cooperation between
labor and management. As a union member
of one of the city’s plants, I was in a position
to help make that happen in a time when there
had been much violence on the picket line.
This was peaceful Quakerism in action!
Also attending that work camp was a
young Swarthmore student by the name of
Joan Ellwood. Joan would become my wife,
and for the next 62 years we would plant
those seeds of peace together.
Wars have come and gone in the years

One war is one too many, and we all
must do what we can to keep peace strong
in the world, strong in our hearts.
One way I’ve found to accomplish
it is, as I mentioned, the Floating of the
Candles ceremony to commemorate the
dropping of the bomb on Hiroshima. The
event’s co-sponsors include the Fellowship
of Reconciliation (FOR) and Interfaith
Paths to Peace (IPP). The ceremony stems
from an ancient Japanese custom. For the
Hiroshima anniversary, it is done only
in Hiroshima, Louisville and Marquette
University in Milwaukee.
The public attends this ceremony at
Willow Lake in Louisville’s Cherokee Park.
I’m happy to see so many of my friends
attend, but especially Margie Hunt. Margie
has forgiven me for what I and my country
did to her native country on that infamous
day in 1945.
For, you see, Margie, a JapaneseAmerican, was a student in Hiroshima the day
that brought death and destruction. It just so
happened that she did not attend school that
day. Her fellow students, in class near the
site where the bomb was dropped, perished.
Margie comes to the ceremony and we
stand there, side by side, partners in peace,
the water’s serene surface.
I am grateful to have made such a good
and dear friend.

opposition to them. I marched against the
war in Vietnam and, on a cold rainy day in
2003 stood in a silent vigil for peace when
the war in Iraq appeared imminent.

Will two new bridges solve congestion problems?
By Tom Lambert
As plans continue to unfold for
the two new bridges that will cross the
Ohio River, one question that needs to
be examined is whether the new bridges,
one going from downtown Louisville to
Jeffersonville, and the other going from
eastern Jefferson County to Charlestown,
Indiana, will actually alleviate much of the

NKU Prof. Tom Lambert

and commercial shippers have complained
about for many years.
Many Louisville and southern Indiana
area residents have been frustrated by
over the years. Since the early 1990s, a new
bridge (or two) has been proposed as a way
Research completed for the Federal
Highway Administration in 2004 and published in the Journal of Urban Economics
two years later (Winston and Langer 2006)
estimated, however, that for every $1.00 spent
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cents. And this was a short term, not a long
run payoff (or lack of much of a payoff).
One of the main reasons for the dismal
is built, motorists gravitate toward it and
use it heavily in order to avoid all the old
congested road arteries, which never really
ever become free of congestion themselves.
A l m o s t s i m u l t a n e o u s l y, n e w
commercial and residential development
springs up along new road and bridge
the new roadways and thereby negates
any attempts to relieve overall traffic
congestion in the region. Given the fact that
much of downtown Louisville is already
well-developed and will probably only
experience a small gain in development,
there is a good chance that the greater share
of new business and housing development
will occur close to the new eastern Jefferson
County bridge and Charlestown.
On the Kentucky side of the river, this
would accelerate a trend that has developed
over the last three decades, where census
tracts and zip codes in the eastern half of
Jefferson County have seen the most rapid
residential and retail growth whereas other
parts of the county have lost population.
Jefferson County population only
grew from 695,055 in 1970 to 741,096 in
2010, mostly because during two decades
(the 1970s and 1980s) it lost population.
Meanwhile, during the same period,
adjacent counties grew at much faster rates.
Oldham County, which is very close the
new eastern bridge, would also probably
continue to see more development and
population growth as well.
A recent report done for the State
of Indiana on the economic impact of
the two bridges forecasted no shifting of
jobs and residences in southern Indiana.
A historical parallel, however, to the east
end bridge exists with the completion of
I-265 in southern Indiana which saw the

development of new suburbs and shopping
centers along the highway.
In Jefferson County, the after the last
part of the Snyder Freeway was completed
in late 1987, new development arose along
the freeway as older suburbs in southern,
southwestern, and western Louisville began
to lose population and retail outlets.
Of course, the Snyder along with other
transportation improvements over the years

Given existing research and local historical
evidence, more sprawled development in the
region is probable along with little if any traf-

on I-264, the Watterson Expressway.
Yet, according to estimates of the Texas
Transportation Institute, the Louisville
Metro Area overall has seen the total annual
congestion during peak travel times go up
from 9 hours in 1982 to 23 hours in 2010
despite numerous road improvements over
the years (http://mobility.tamu.edu/ums/).
Finally, if one only looks at how the

way of paying for new bridges and roads.
Most if not all costs are born by the
users, which is probably the fairest way to
they were to stay in effect, would probably
partially negate any future congestion that
would occur along the new bridges because
motorists would mostly travel across the
bridges only if really necessary. In fact, the
paper cited earlier determinations that if a
goal of local policy makers is to alleviate
road congestion, tolls are the most effective
way to do this.
Although the new jobs brought about
by constructing the bridges and by new
com locating in Southern Indiana due to
the bridges) would be big pluses and bring
times, we need to be aware of how land use
will change and develop within the metro
area over the next few decades and whether
the new bridges will achieve an important
objective—make current commuting easier.
FORsooth

Hydropower

Tax system

dam structures is about $2.5 million per
megawatt of capacity. Thus, for a total of
$2.125 billion, Kentucky could boast 850
megawatts of perpetual renewable energy.
Once construction is complete, there would
be virtually no expenses beyond predictable

renewable energy developers of all kinds,
including wind, are eager to invest in generation facilities here. A surge in sustainable energy would set a powerful example
in a state dominated by the coal industry.
(Similarly, another Appalachian coal state,
West Virginia, has developed very little
hydro power capacity, despite the fact that

Most importantly, there is no fuel to
purchase, ever.
Contrast this with a plant like E. W.
Brown in Mercer County that burns about
a million and a half tons of expensive coal
a year. With hydropower, consumers’
energy bills would be lower and more stable
because they would not be vulnerable to the
market volatility associated with fuel and
transport contracts or to the constant rate
increases we are experiencing with coal-

in the region were originally designed to
produce hydro power. Penstocks were built
into the original structures at the Bluestone
and Tygart dams but were never put into
service because of resistance from the state’s
historically domineering coal industry.)
Five percent is not enough cheap, clean,
renewable power for Kentucky, but it’s a
good solid start.

costs to customers of emissions scrubbers
and toxic waste processing and storage.
Hydropower is exempt from the hidden,

of the Kentucky General Fund provided by
business taxes has eroded over time, from
31.3% in 2001 to 27.5% in 2011. This detaxes, with much business income now being
taxed as personal income; and the growing
utilization of tax expenditures (abatements)
as an economic development tool.
Tax expenditures are granted on
promises and expectations of economic
encumbered economic activities. There are
usually contractual responsibilities involved
transparent and are hard to monitor.
Tax expenditures are so pervasive in
Kentucky, says the Kentucky Center for
Economic Policy, that total tax expenditures
now exceed the total amount of tax collected.
They are not fair to competing economic

should be expanded by adding additional
fundamental shifts in the economy. These
additions should ideally be services used
primarily if not exclusively by high income/
wealthy taxpayers. Any increased burden on
small businesses to collect and account for
such taxes should be minimized.
Tax Expenditures: Tax expenditures
should be subject to periodic reevaluation
to ensure that original purposes are still
being realized.
Miscellaneous: The cigarette tax should
smoking and to raise revenues to fund health
services for people with smoking-related
health problems.

are not accountable because of a lack of
transparency; and they contribute to the
inadequacy of revenues.

power plants that are passed on to everyone
bills or on the power utility’s bottom line.
The list of damages is long (and welldocumented elsewhere) including the
health costs to miners (black-lung, silicosis,
mining accidents, poor work conditions,
ruined water supply, poor air quality, hazards
from slurry impoundments, road damage
by mining and conveyance vehicles, etc.),
damage to the environment, and to the world
at large (rapid climate change caused by
carbon dioxide emissions, toxicity of soil
and water resulting in high levels of mercury
and other toxins released by mining and
combusting fossil fuels, loss of valuable
ecosystems, topsoil, and habitat).
As we commit to the use of hydro,
the technology will continue to improve.
For example, Soft Energy Associates
received a prestigious 2011 D. O. E. grant
permanent magnet generators for low-head
hydropower at their Weisenberger Mill
project near Midway, Kentucky. Their goal
is to enable small sites to generate more
energy from the same amount of water.
Because the transmission grid is in
better condition and is more accessible
in Kentucky than in many other states,
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Women’s Network
Recommendations
Income Tax: The income
tax must be made more progressive, through addition of a
higher bracket of an additional
1% or so, for very high income
taxpayers. This would make
the income tax fairer and more
more revenue. Fairness could
also be increased with adoption
of a State Earned Income Tax
Credit. Itemized deductions,
which largely benefit high
income taxpayers, could be
capped, eliminated, or phased
out at higher income levels.
Sales Tax: The sales tax

Please make your check
payable to the Fellowship
of Reconciliation. Your
gift is tax deductible.

Tim Scheldorf, Treasurer
Fellowship of Reconciliation
2917 Beaumont Road
Louisville, KY 40205

Calendar
(continued from back page)
July 28 (Sat)
Sponsored by Louisville School of Metaphysics, DGI, St. Williams Catholic Church,
St. Agnes Catholic Church, Interfaith Paths
to Peace, Heine Brothers, SET, and many
other organizations. $10 suggested donation.
Tickets available at the door,
, or 502-452-2501.
Jul 31 (Tues) NATURAL GAS VEHICLE
(NGV) WORKSHOP. Clean Vehicle Education Foundation at Crowne Plaza Hotel, 8AM
to 4PM. Product trends, best applications,
OEMs, SVMs, fuel station design, cost savings and incentives. Visit http://www.kentuckycleanfuels.org/events/cngvehicles.htm
Aug 1 to 31 REFUGEE ELDERS’
ARTWORK. Iroquois Branch Public
Library. Elder citizens from local refugee
families display their art on the theme “Many
Cultures. One Heart.” Visit www.lfpl.org
August 3 (Fri) JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE
SHABBAT. 6 pm – 8 pm. Join us for Shabbat dinner (potluck). Jewish Sabbath candlelighting, songs, blessings, good food, and
conversation with people who support equal
rights for Palestinians and Israelis. RSVP to
sonrevolution@aol.com 558-3568
Aug 6 to 9 ANNUAL HIROSHIMA /
NAGASAKI COMMEMORATIONS
Interfaith Paths to Peace. Remembrances of
the atomic bombings in 1945 in the hope that
our world shall never experience another.
Visit http://paths2peace.org
Aug 13 (Mon) DEADLINE FOR THE
SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF FORsooth.
Every second Monday. Contact Peter Fosl,
editor, at 291-2506 or pfsol@me.com. Please
email new or updated calendar listings to
calendar.peace@gmail.com.
Aug 14 (Tues) FREE HOME ENERGY
EFFICIENCY CLINIC. Energy Pros
Sustainable Home Education Group,
6:30PM to 8:30PM. Learn the basics. Visit
www.theenergypros.net
Aug 23 (Thurs) FORsooth LABELING.
Presbyterian Seminary, Nelson Hall, Room
10. 6:30 PM. Every 4th Thursday. We need
volunteers! Many hands make light work, and
the opposite is also true! So please join us if
you can. Call 451-5658 for more information!
Aug 25 (Sat) BEST BUDDIES FRIENDSHIP
WALK. UofL, 8AM. Nationwide walk
raises awareness and support for inclusion
of individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. Visit www.
bestbuddieskentucky.org
Aug 31 to Sep 2 ANNUAL WORLD FEST.
Belvedere, downtown. Our community’s
celebration of its many different cultures.
Visit www.worldfestlouisville.com

OUT OF TOWN

Citizens gather for a vigil on 32nd Street on May 20 to protest violence and to remember the three who died and three who were wounded in the
May 17 shootings there.
Photo credit Eddie Davis

July-August 2012

Aug 18 (Sat) KFTC LAND REFORM
COMMITTEE MEETING. Kentuckians
For The Commonwealth, Hazard Community
College. A meeting to develop strategy on
natural resources especially coal and energy
issues. Pot-luck lunch. Visit www.kftc.org
THE WAYS AND MEANS OF PEACEMAKING include Advocacy, Witnessing, Service,
Organizing, Financial Support, Teaching &
Learning, and Prayer & Meditation. We
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Calendar for peacemakers
THE INGREDIENTS OF PEACEMAKING include
Non-Violent Communication, Human Rights, Solidarity,
Self-Determination, Participatory Governance, Elimination
of Poverty, and Environmental Stewardship. This calendar
July 1 to 31 ART THROUGH THE EYES OF REFUGEE
CHILDREN AND YOUTH. Iroquois Branch Public Library.
Local children of refugee families display their art on the theme
“The Way I See It.” Visit www.lfpl.org
Jul 1 & Aug 5 (Sun) “AIM HIGHER” focusing on military
military recruitment, and the possibility for high school students
to “opt out” of having their names given to recruiters. Call Jim
Johnson, 262-0148.
Jul 2 (Mon) BICYCLES FOR HEALTH AND CLEANER AIR
Louisville Bicycle Club, Every Monday, weather permitting.
Fat Forty at 8:45AM. Recovery Ride at 6:45PM. Visit www.
louisvilleky.gov/bikelouisivlle.
Jul 2 & Aug 6 (Mon) KFTC ARMCHAIR SEMINAR.
Kentuckians For The Commonwealth, 7:30PM to 9PM. Join
KFTC members across the state over the phone and online to
improve grassroots organizing skills. Visit www.kftc.org
July 3 & Aug 7 (Tues) HOUR OF POWER BOOK DISCUSSIONS.
6:30PM. Discussions of books by contemporary authors on personal efforts to overcome the challenges of abuse, oppression,
deprivation, discrimination or disabilities. Visit www.lfpl.org
Jul 3 (Tues) DEVELOPMENTAL DISABLITIES WORKSHOP.
Every Tuesday, 11AM to 1PM. The Council on Developmental
Disabilities. Learn how an Individualized Education Program
(IEP) is prepared for a child with a disability. Address barriers
to inclusion. Call 584-1239
Jul 4 & Aug 1 (Wed) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY
FORUM. Every first Wednesday. Sustainability and
relationships that create a community for change. Bring your
lunch. Noon to 1:45 PM, Passionist Earth & Spirit Center, the
Barn at 1924 Newburg Road.
Jul 4 (Wed) NOONTIME INTERFAITH MEDITATIONS.
Every Wednesday from 12:10 to 12:30 at Christ Church
Cathedral, Downtown. Weekly rotation includes Zen Buddhist
silence, Lecto Divina, Vipassana Buddhist practices, and
Creative Visualization. Visit http://paths2peace.org
Jul 4 (Wed) NATURE PRESERVE VOLUNTEERS. Blackacre
State Nature Preserve and Historic Homestead. Every
Wednesday, 9AM to Noon. Help care for gardens, trails, and
farmland. Visit www.blackacreconservancy.org
Jul 4 (Wed) CITIZENSHIP TUTORS. Kentucky Refugee
Ministries, 6:30 to 8:30PM. Every Wednesday. Also every
Thursday, 11AM to 1PM. Help students study for the
citizenship exam. Ask about our other volunteer opportunities.
Call 479-9180 Ext 57 for more information.
Jul 6 (Fri) EXPERIENCE HISPANIC CULTURE. Flamenco
Louisville performs Downtown every second Friday, 7PM to
9PM. Authentic Andalucía style music and dance. Spanish
cuisine. Reservations encouraged. Call 671-4285.
Jul 6 to 7 MOLO VILLAGE FESTIVAL. St. Peter’s United
Church of Christ, 1225 W. Jefferson St. “Molo” means
welcome in the Xhosa dialect of South Africa. Celebrate the
work of the Molo Village Community Development Center for
youth, families, ex-offenders and seniors. Games, rides, music,
educational booths, food, and community exercise. For more
info, contact molovillage@att.net
Jul 7 (Sat) HOME REPAIR VOLUNTEERS. Fuller Center for
Housing of Louisville. Every Saturday. All skill levels. Ask
about our other volunteer opportunities. For more information,
call 272-1377.
Jun 7 (Sat) ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLUB. Every
Saturday at the Iroquois & Newburg Public Library Branches,
3PM. Also Main Library on Thursdays at 7PM. Practice
conversational English with neighbors and friends from many
parts of the world. Visit www.lfpl.org
Jul 7 (Sat) SACK LUNCHES FOR HOMELESS. Every Saturday,
12pm to 2PM, Bates Community Development Corporation,
1228 S. Jackson Street. Call 636-0573 for more information.
July 7 SALSA, SOUL, SUSHI & SAMOSAS. The Louisville
Palace, 8PM to 1AM. World music by D.J, Maxik and salsa by
the Grupo Ache Band. For information, call 301-9375.
Jul 7 (Sat) LOUISVILLE COMMUNITY AGRICULTURE.
Every Saturday morning. Also, other days and times. 26
farmers’ markets from California neighborhood to Norton
Commons. Visit www.louisvilleky.gov/HealthyHometown
Jul 7 & Aug 4 (Sat) LAND STEWARD PROJECT. Jefferson
Gloves, tools, water and on-the-job training provided. Visit
www.louisvilleky.gov/metroparks/jeffersonmemorialforest/
Jul 7 & 21 (Sat) OLMSTEAD PARK VOLUNTEERS. 9AM to
12PM, at Seneca Park. Iroquois Park, July 14. Help maintain
and restore our urban forests. Visit www.olmsteadparks.org
Jul 8 & Aug 12 (Sun) VETERANS FOR PEACE. Every second
Sunday, 3PM to 4PM. Heine Bros. Coffee at the Douglas Loop,
Call 632-2177 for more information.
Jul 8 & Aug 12 (Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE. Every second Sunday.
East. Bring a sign. 5PM to 6 PM, Bardstown Road at Douglass
Blvd. Sponsored by LPAC (Louisville Peace Action Community). For more information, call Harold Trainer at 387-9490.
Jul 9 & Aug 13 (Mon) URBAN LEAGUE YOUNG PROFESSIONALS. Louisville Urban League, Every 2nd Monday,
6PM. Networking opportunities for emerging leaders ages 21
for more info: 561-6830.
Jul 10 & Aug 14 (Tues) GREEN CONVENE. Every second Tuesday at The Highland Green Building, 6:30PM. Join residents and
policymakers in examining ways to connect the health of our
community with our environment. Visit www.greenconvene.org
Jul 10 (Fri) REAL PEOPLE, REAL CHALLENGES, REAL
SOLUTIONS. Volunteers of America Family Emergency
Shelter, 6:30PM to 7:30PM. Also, June 26, 8:30AM to 9:30PM.
One hour interactive tour of VOA’s work and programs for
self-determination. For more information, call 636-4660

Jul 11 (Wed) CLEAN WATER FOR LOUISVILLE. Louisville Water Company at the Crescent Hill Reservoir, 6PM to
8PM. Every Wed in July & August. Also, tours of the Water
Tower and original water works on River Road on July 28th
and 31st. Learn the history and technology of drinking water
for our city. For more information, call 569-3600 and ask for
Strategic Communications.
Jul 11 & Aug 8 (Wed) KENTUCKY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE
ON LATIN AMERICAL AND THE CARIBBEAN
(KITLAC). Every second Wednesday at the 1741 Building on
Frankfort Avenue. 7:30 PM. For more information, call David
Horvath at 479-9262 or Pat Geier at 456-6586.
Jul 11 (Wed) LOUISIVLLE FORUM. Every 2nd Wednesday,
Noon at Vincenzo’s Downtown. Speakers on current public
issues. Nonpartisan discussion. For details, call 329-0111.
Jul 11 & Aug 29 (Wed) INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH.
Hand in Hand Ministries, 6:30PM. Informal one-hour introduction to our immersion trips and volunteer opportunities.
Visit www.hhministries.com
July 12, 19 & 26 CARING FOR OUR CHILDREN. Douglass
Boulevard Christian Church, 7PM. Speakers on thought
provoking topics about children. Coffee and dessert. For more
information call 452-2629.
Jul 12 & Aug 9 (Thurs) AMERICAN PALESTINE PUBLIC
AFFAIRS FORUM (APPAF). Every second Thursday. A
presented. 7 PM, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, Nelson Hall,
Room 119. For more information, call Bashar Masri, 773-1836.
Jul 12 (Thurs) MY RECIPE FOR PEACE. Interfaith Paths
to Peace at The Temple, 6:30PM. Local community leaders
discuss how they live their personal commitments to peace
and provide their favorite dishes for the evening’s dinner. Visit
http://paths2peace.org
Jul 12 (Thurs) CULTURAL EXCHANGES. Friendship Force of
Louisville. 2nd Thursday on odd numbered months, 6:30PM to
8:30PM. Commonwealth Bank & Trust,286 N. Hubbards Lane.
Help plan and participate in homestay exchanges with chapters in
Jul 14 & Aug 11 (Sat) PEAK OIL. Every 2nd Saturday, Main
Library, 4th & York, Mezzanine, Boardroom. 9 AM. Call
George Perkins, 425-6645.
July 14 (Sat) ANNUAL AIDS INTERFAITH MINISTRY OF
KENTUCKIANA (AIMS) YARD SALE. Church of the
Advent, 901 Baxter Ave.. 8AM to Noon. Gently used household
goods, movies, CDs, and furniture still accepted. For pick-up
call 377-4196.
July 14 GATHERING OF ACTIVISTS. 3PM TO 8PM at the
home of local peace activists, Carol and Harold Trainer, 1029
Championship Ct., Prospect. Potluck, introductions, sharing
of concerns, discussion of issues, and group photo. To RSVP,
call 641-8798.
Jul 14 (Sat) EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE. United Crescent Hill
Ministries, 7PM. Dr. Justin Mog, UofL faculty, discusses the
environmental and personal health effects of our food choices,
and local sustainability initiatives. Vegan Potluck. For more
information call 299-9520.
July 14 & 21 BRAILLE FOR THE SIGHTED. Museum of the
American Printing House for the Blind, 10:30PM to 12:30PM.
The basics of the Braille alphabet. Writing practice. Braille
contractions and whole word signs. Math and Music. Best for
ages 8-14. Free. Call 899-2213 for reservations.
Jul 15 (Sun) & Aug 15 (Wed) GROWING FOOD AND
COMMUNITY. 15 Thousand Farmers, at Dismas St. Ann’s
on Algonquin Pkwy, the 15th day each month. Share ideas and
experiences about growing your own food. Taste samples. Visit
www.15thousandfarmers.com
Jul 16 & Aug 20 (Mon) SOCIAL CHANGE BOOK CLUB.
Every third Monday, Heine Bros., 119 Chenoweth, 6PM. For
book list, Visit www.greenlistlouisville.com
Jul 17 (Tues) THE JEWISH / BAPTIST INTERFAITH
COMEDY HOUR. The Palace, downtown, 5:30PM. A
humor-driven message about coexistence with Comedian Mark
Klein & Author Dr. Steve McSwain. For more information,
call 426-2824 ext309.
Jul 19 & Aug 16 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER
HEALTH CARE. Every third Thursday, 5:30 PM. First Unitarian Church, 809 South Fourth Street. Call Kay Tillow, 636-1551.
Jul 19 (Thurs) COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES
FOR CHILDREN (CASA). Orientation, Noon to 1PM. Learn
how you can help defend the rights of abused and neglected
children in our community. Call 595-4911 to RSVP
Jul 19 & Aug 16 (Thurs) MENTAL ILLNESS SUPPORT &
ADVOCACY. NAMI Louisville every third Thursday at 3PM.
Also Saturdays and Sundays. Support group for families. Draw
on years of experience. Visit www.namilouisville.org.lfpl.org
Jul 21 & Aug 18 (Sat) LESSONS LEARNED GARDEN
SERIES. Jefferson County Masters Garden Association, 7209
Greenlawn Rd., 8AM to 4PM. Characteristics of vegetable
and herb plants, organic growing techniques, soil care, care
of plants. For more information, call 216-8950.
July 21 (Sat) WEST LOUISVILLE FAMILY MATH AND
SCIENCE PROJECT. St. Stephen Church Family Life
Center, Noon to 2pm. Activities that create a non-intimidating
and fun atmosphere for children and families. Math problems
and games. Call 551-5734 to register.
Jul 24 & Aug 28 (Tues) FREE NONPROFIT STARTUP
CLINIC
fundamentals. Pitfalls to avoid. Visit www.cnpe.org
July 26 (Thu) JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE FILM, 1741
Frankfort Ave. “The Music of Palestinian Non-violent
Resistance.” Young Palestinian musicians sing their amazing
songs of freedom. Refreshments at 7 pm. Film at 7:30 pm.
Audience discussion at 8:30 pm. Free and open. Don’t miss
it. russgreenleaf@yahoo.com 256-525-5290
Jul 28 (Sat) CELEBRATIONS OF TALENT IN THE BLIND
COMMUNITY. Bards & Storytellers program at Museum
of the American Printing House for the Blind,1PM. Enrique
“Henry” Oliu, Spanish language color commentator for the
Tampa Rays, aka “Henry O!.” describes how he interprets
plays by listening to the crack of bat and singing of the ball.
Free. Call 899-2213 for reservations.

(continued on page 7)

Regular Meeting Times for
Area Organizations
ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF
KENTUCKIANA – (485-1248)
AIDS INTERFAITH MINISTRIES (AIM) OF
KENTUCKIANA, INC. – 1st Tuesday (574-6085 or 574-6086)
AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB –4th Tuesday.
Contact Enid Redman at 459-0616 or John Mine at pappajohn15@
gmail.com. Also see www.America2000plus.net.
AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND
STATE – Every month at noon (contact Paul Simmons: 608-7517)
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL – 1st Saturday (Sharon: 637-8951)
at Heine Bros. on Douglass Loop
APPAF [American Palestine Public Affairs Forum] –
2nd Thursday (773-1836)
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – Last Monday every other month
(239-4317 for details)
CAPA [Citizens Against Police Abuse] –2nd Thursday (778-8130)
Meet at Braden Center, 3208 W. Broadway
CART [Coalition for the Advancement of Regional Transportation]
– 3rd Wednesday,Union Station, TARC Board Room
CLOUT [CITIZENS OF LOUISVILLE ORGANIZED AND
WORKING TOGETHER] – (583-1267)
COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST –
2nd Monday (456-6586)
COMMON CAUSE – Ad hoc discussions. Continuous engagement.
www.commoncause.org/ky
COMMUNITY FARM ALLIANCE OF JEFFERSON COUNTY
– 2nd Tuesday (223-3655)
COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” –
Second Sunday (893-2334)
EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE – 2nd Saturday (299-9520)
www.LouisvilleEarthSave.org
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community dialogues and
volunteer opportunities (893-0788)
FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB – 1st Thursday,
papajohn15@bellsouth.net
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION –
4th Monday (609-7985 or 291-2506)
FRIENDS FOR HOPE (Support Group for Adult Cancer
Survivors) – 4th Wednesday at 6:30 PM (451-9600).
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE – 2nd Tuesday
(893-8436)
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB –
3rd Tuesday, 7pm. (502-644-0659)
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE – 3rd Wednesday,
every other month. (214-7322)
IRFI [ISLAMIC RESEARCH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL,
INC.] – Sundays at 6:00 PM (502-423-1988)
JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE (jvp.org) – 1st Friday and
4th Thursday. Contact 256-525-5290 or sonrevolution@aol.com
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (582-5454)
JURISDICTIONARY CLUB OF LOUISVILLE –
Know the law and how to use it (500-8161)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – (345-5386)
KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] –
2nd Monday (589-3188)
KITOD [KENTUCKIANA INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON
DARFUR] – (553-6172)
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL
REPRESSION – 3rd Monday (778-8130)
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY –
(541-9998)
KITLAC [KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN] – 2nd Wednesday (479-9262)
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS (502-895-5218),
www.louisville-orglwv
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN
STATES – 3rd Sunday (451-5658)
LOUISVILLE PEAK OIL GROUP – 2nd Saturday (425-6645)
LPAC [LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY] –
(456-6914)
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH –
Meditation every Sunday (473-8435)
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights
(893-0788), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY (LIFE) –
4th Sunday (384-3875)
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday
(895-0866 or 899-9261)
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION –
4th Wednesday (584-6858)
MIGHTY KINDNESS – mightykindness@gmail.com
(235-0711)
MUHAMMAD ALI INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND
JUSTICE, at UL (852-6372)
NAACP [NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF COLORED PEOPLE] – 3rd Monday (776-7608)
NAMI [NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL]
– 2nd Monday (245-5287)
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND
GAYS (P-FLAG) – 3rd Sunday (329-0229)
PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML –
(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)
RCRC [RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR REPRODUCTIVE
CHOICE] – (866-606-0988)
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
SIERRA CLUB INNER CITY OUTINGS – 2nd Thursday,
7:30 PM (558-0073)
WOMEN IN TRANSITION (WIT) – every Wednesday,
6-8 PM (636-0160)

