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The people waste no time in presenting metro agenda
by Polk Culpepper and David Lott
While underpaid city and county workers were setting up City Hall for the first
meeting of the new Metro Council that
took power Jan. 6 after the merger of Louisville and Jefferson County, supporters of
a Metro Living Wage Ordinance and other
progressive people-centered reforms were
meeting in front of the old County Courthouse to present The People’s Agenda.
The People’s Agenda began to take
shape on August 24, when a coalition of
more than 30 organizations representing
labor, civil rights, farmers, youth,
environmentalists, educators and others
came together in a day-long conference. A
broad range of people took part that day —
including many who have historically been
left out of the American dream. They
identified the matters in their lives that
they felt were the most urgent to present to
the new Metro Council and the result is
what is called “the People’s Agenda.”
It calls on the new metro government
that took power Jan. 6 to:
• Guarantee affirmative action policies in employment and the awarding of contracts.
• Strive for diversity on boards of community groups so they represent, youth,
working class people and people of color.
• Create more accessibility to arts for
people traditionally bypassed by them.
• Create programs to increase voter
participation.
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James Johnson, left, the chairperson of the Coalition for the People’s Agenda, speaks to supporters, right, before
presenting the agenda to the Metro Louisville Council, which took power Jan. 6. It includes a living wage for all
workers, police civilian review and preserving and strengthening anti-discrimination ordinances.
• Maintain and strengthen existing laws
against discrimination based on race
religion, national origin, disability and
sexual orientation and age.
• Create a police civilian review board and
end racial profiling.
• Pass a living wage ordinance that will
require the city and contractors to pay
wages adequate for supporting a family

Conyers sees momentum
in progressives’ direction
by George Morrison
FORsooth editor

Michigan Congressman and renowned
social justice activist John Conyers said
Dec. 14 in Louisville that momentum may
have been swinging away from the right
wing even before the Republican Party
took control of the U.S. Senate following
its surprise gain of one seat in the November elections.
Conyers, the primary speaker at the
Unity Dinner held by the Kentucky Alliance
Against Racist and Political Repression,
noted that GOP confidence that it would
(continued on page 5)
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A protestor makes the point
Jan. 15
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Anti-death penalty struggle gets new tool ................................... p. 4

About 200 people said no the U.S.
policy of war against Iraq Jan. 15 by rallying
in downtown Louisville before some of
them left for a demonstration three days
later in Washington, D.C. drawing tens of
thousands of people from around the nation.
In Louisville, demonstrators chanted,
banged plastic tubs with drumsticks and
kitchen utensils and heard speakers call for
non-violent resolution of the conflict with
Saddam Hussein.
Across the street, about 20 people
counter-demonstrated, announcing they had
formed the Louisville Coalition to Support
our Troops. They included three Kentucky
state legislators who said they would introduce a resolution supporting the Bush war
(continued on page 3)
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There are many in this community
who feel left out, hopeless, powerless to
bring about any change that significantly
affects their lives. They stop being involved
and give up. This is not good for democracy.
A “people’s agenda” is one that
addresses human needs as its top priority,

Hundreds oppose Iraq war

Call F.O.R. at 502/458-8056

Justice Resource Center director Rev. Louis Coleman gives
Congressman John Conyers, a speaker at the yearly Unity Dinner, a
complaint about the killing of suspects in Louisville Police custody,
which he asked Conyers to forward to the U.S. Justice Department.
See related story and photos on p. 2.

and oppose the Free Trade Area of the
Americas treaty.
• Encourage youth leadership and support
youth programs.
• Develop green space set aside from
development and expand and improve
public transit.
• Build affordable housing in all areas of
the city-county.

Largest retail chain accused of oppressing employees
by George Morrison
FORsooth editor

The national icon Wal-Mart has become the largest retailer and perhaps the
most powerful company in the country
partly by underpaying and cheating workers, a former manager at one of the giant
corporation’s supercenters said Jan. 16.
John Lehman, an organizer with the
United Food and Commercial Workers
union, which is trying to unionize WalMart workers, told the FOR’s Third
Thursday Lunch Wal-Mart pays unlivable
wages, forces employees to work “off the
clock” for no pay and offers health insurance
only 36 percent of them can afford.
Lehman also described tactics approaching those of a police state the company uses to stop progress toward unionizing its stores.
A Wal-Mart spokeswoman at the
company’s Bentonville, Ark. headquarters
contacted by FORsooth denied many of
the allegations in Lehman’s presentation,
which included a video program about the
company’s practices.
Lehman worked for Wal-Mart for 17
years, managing a Wal-Mart Supercenter
(which includes a grocery) in Springfield,
Ill. before leaving the company in 1996.
Lehman told the lunch that acting on
company policy, he would dock workers a
lunch even if they had taken no lunch break,
something he is “ashamed” of, he said.
“That is against the law,” Lehman
said. “That is the Wal-Mart way.”
Wal-Mart spokeswoman Cynthia Illick
said the company does not purposely work
employees (whom the company calls
“associates”) off the clock, adding that
“isolated incidents” of uncompensated pay
stemming from employees briefly helping
customers after clocking out may happen,
but are corrected.
“It is our policy to pay our associates
for every minute they work,” she said.
“Any manager who ever violated that policy
would be subject to disciplinary action.”
Lehman told the lunch lawsuits in 31
states have alleged deliberate off-the-clock
non-paid work. Illick acknowledged the
lawsuits, but said the company denies the
claims made in every one of them.
Lehman said Wal-Mart managers are
given a manual describing ways to prevent
the company from being unionized and
that each manager is told to call a company
hot line to report any talk about unions.
He said callers to the hot line are asked
to give detailed information about who spoke
of unions and what they said and that this
information is used to rank employees on a
“union probability index” based on whether
they constitute a risk of the store going union.

Illick said Wal-Mart is only so concerned with unions because it wants to ensure
it follows all laws regarding labor matters.
“The company is in touch with our
(store) management on hundreds of matters,
including potential union activity,” she said.
Lehman said Wal-Mart’s average wage
is $6.25 per hour, the company offers no
pension plan and that only 36 percent of
associates can afford the company’s health
insurance (he said $11.70 per hour with insurance is considered a livable wage in Louisville, a city with a very low cost of living).
Illick said Wal_Mart does market
surveys to determine wage levels and “we
always set our wages competitively.” She
added that a company profit-sharing plan,
which Lehman acknowledged, helps
improve workers’ earnings.
She and Lehman offered contrasting
pictures of worker satisfaction at Wal-Mart.
Illick said 70 percent of managers are promoted from the ranks of associates. Lehman
said the company has a high turnover rate,
losing 700,000 associates a year.
Lehman did not call for a consumer
boycott of Wal-Mart, and, in fact said entering the stores could be a tactic to boost
their workers’ cause. He said concerned
people should go into Wal-Marts wearing
union shirts and tell employees a union
could help them get better wages and affordable insurance.
He said he won’t be able to join them,
however; Wal-Mart has won a restraining
order barring Lehman from entering any of
its stores because he has done so to promote
the union.
Illick said: “The UFCW has been
unsuccessful in trying to recruit our
associates and they are now in a mode of
trying to discredit our business. But we are
confident that our customers will keep their
actions in perspective.”
Lehman said the union isn’t trying to
hurt Wal-Mart, nothing that many grocery
chains have unions and are prospering.
“What I’m all about is trying to help
the workers of Wal-Mart,” he said. “They
(Wal-Mart) used to say ‘We’re not antiunion, we’re pro-associate.’ I’ve turned
that around. I’m not anti-Wal-Mart. I’m
pro-associate.”
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Martin Luther King III, below, speaking
outside Louisville Police headquarters,
leads calls for civilian review of the
police department following the fatal
shooting of handcuffed suspect James
Taylor, the fifth black man to be killed
by Louisville police since 2000. Other
protestors, left, accuse the department
of practicing terrorism. Such protests
outside the police department and
elsewhere have been held almost daily
since December.

•••
K.A. Owens, a representative of Citizens Against Police Abuse, will talk at the
Feb. 20 Third Thursday Lunch at the
Rudyard Kipling Restaurant, 422 W. Oak
St. in Louisville about making changes in
the new metro government’s police force.
Reservations are required. Call Cathy Ford
at 458-1223 or Jean Edwards at 458-8056
by Feb. 18.

Group to monitor equality
Louisville’s newly merged government and its civic powers that be have a
watchdog monitoring their performance.
Louisvillians in Favor of Equality
(LIFE), a group formed the day before the
Jan. 6 merger of the city and Jefferson
County went into effect, will issue quarterly
“report cards” on metro government based
on how well it respects economic and social
equality in the areas of economics, criminal
justice, AIDS and the environment.
“The idea of equality is honored locally,
nationally and internationally far more in the
breach than in fulfillment,” said a LIFE written statement read at its initial press conference Jan. 5. “One need only reflect on the fact
that Earth’s 447 billionaires get as much
annual income as the bottom one-half (three
billion people!) of her population.”

LIFE will work for a living wage
ordinance, a limited version of which passed
the Louisville Board of Aldermen in its
final days. The organization will also work
to overcome the corporate “glass ceiling”
keeping women out of top managerial
positions, will back “proportional
representation” allowing parties to win seats
in legislative bodies based on the number
of votes they receive and work for national
health insurance and more clinics for
underserved areas, the statement said.
LIFE will also back full public funding
of election campaigns and automatic voter
registration based on census records, it
said. For more information about LIFE,
contact Ike M. Thacker IV at (502) 4732659 or Eustace Durrett at (502) 459-6361.

A CHICKENHAWK
A public person, generally male, who fervently advocates military solutions to
political problems, but who avoided the opportunity to serve in war, himself.

www.nhgazette.com/chickenhawks
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87 Years on Peace Frontiers
Since 1915, the Fellowship of Reconciliation in the United States has led
campaigns to obtain legal rights for conscientious objectors, win civil rights for all
Americans, end the Vietnam War, oppose U.S. intervention in the Third World,
and reverse the superpowers’ arms race. An interfaith pacifist organization, the
FOR has members from many religious and ethnic traditions. It is part of the
International Fellowship of Reconciliation, with affiliates in 40 countries.
In the development of its program FOR depends upon persons who seek to
apply these principles to every area of life. If you are not already a member, we
invite you to join us in this endeavor. Membership consists of signing the Statement
of Purpose, indicating that you agree with FOR goals. To receive more information,
please call 458-8056.
Co-chairs:
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A dark secret: militarism, domestic violence seen tied
by Anita Martin
contributing writer

Violence against women is an increasingly troubling problem, but violence in military families is even more pervasive. On a
recent 60 Minutes program called “The War
at Home,” military personnel were said to
frequently ignore orders of protection, and
there are few if any penalties for violence.
A military social worker reported the
case of a man who had assaulted his wife
five times, knocking out a tooth, rupturing
several discs and raping her in front of their
daughters. Military personnel were said to
have “covered up the crime.” She views
this as proof that domestic violence is not
taken seriously. Even the Domestic Violence Guide, which is supposed to be used
by the military, is said to be ignored.
The recent killing of four wives at Fort
Bragg, N.C. may help to change this. While
these cases were, to some extent, attributed
to anti-malarial medications the men had
been given, other incidents have occurred
without such drugs.

In Battle Cries on the Home Front,
Violence in the Militarv Family, Peter and
Judith Mercier report on “a series of violent incidents” that occurred at Fort
Campbell, Ky. in 1993. A Risk Reduction
Program helped to resolve these problems.
This is now being promoted for more extensive use by the military.
Alcohol and drug prevention programs
are also viewed as important in eliminating
violence. Family counseling is said to be an
especially valuable service. However, the
authors believe it should be available to unmarried as well as married couples. (Unmarried couples are said to often be overlooked
when statistics on family violence are compiled, thus decreasing the number of cases.)
In a report on Peter Jennings’ ABCTV evening news in August, family violence by military men was said to be five or
more times greater than the rate among
nonmilitary couples. Some people believe
that military training may itself be largely
responsible for this.
In an article published last summer

called “Domestic Violence, Military Violence” by Gary G. Kohls, a medical doctor,
Kohls warns that the “warrior mentality”
that is supposed to protect us is now destroying us from within. He points out that
militaristic societies, such as the Roman
Empire and Hitler’s Third Reich, lamented
the collapse of family values. He believes
that what is happening in our country is due
to “the violence to society which our brand
of militarism has inflicted upon us.”
According to Dr. Kohls, “Military violence is taught with a vengeance in basic
training and practiced without mercy on
the battlefield.” An example of “without
mercy” killing may be seen in the behavior
of Senator Bob Kerry in Vietnam. According to one of the men he commanded Kerry
ordered them to kill women, some pregnant, children, including a baby, and an
elderly man found in an otherwise abandoned village. Can the fact that military
training tends to dehumanize the “enemy”
help to explain such horrendous behavior?
Although Kerry first said the villagers

were dead when they arrived then claimed
he could not clearly recall the incident, a
Vietnamese woman who managed to escape the carnage corroborated the platoonmember’s story, even pointing out the
graves of some of the children, plus those
of their grandparents. (As reported on two
60 Minutes programs.)
Kohls believes that “people who are
trained in violence can have enormous
difficulty being loving, nurturing and compassionate human beings.” He thinks this
violence “spreads rapidly from the warrior
to the military spouses and children”
How can we as a nation remain caring
and concerned as our country becomes
increasingly militarized? I believe we need
to not only reverse the trend toward increased militarization but also attempt to
determine what our government might be
doing to provoke anger and distrust from
so many other nations.
The writer is an FOR member living in
Memphis, Tenn.

Metro agenda
(continued from page 1)
especially focusing on those who have
been left behind — from Smoketown to
Valley Station, from Shively to
Griffeytown, from Chickasaw to Clifton.
Unless the needs of those who clean the
corporate boardrooms of this city are
considered as important as those who sit at
the tables there, it won’t matter whether we
are the 16th largest city in the country or
the l60th. A “people’s agenda” says that
unless we all move forward together we
will never become a great city.
We all agree that we should have a
unified community, but we cannot have
unity without justice and equity of power.
Please call your councilperson and ask
them to support the People’s Agenda.
Polk Culpepper is an Espiscopal priest
in Louisville and David Lott is active with
the Kentucky Alliance Against Racist and
Political Repression.

Iraq war
(continued from page 1)
policy. One of them, Steve Nunn, is a Republican candidate for governor.
But the theme of the day overwhelmingly was pro-peace.
“I’m standing up and saying ‘I’m not
going along with the program,’ “ said
Elizabeth Kaznak-Trexler. She said
demonstrating was the next logical step
after failing to convince any elected officials
that war was the wrong way to go.
Kaznak-Trexler said she had called
her congressional representatives to oppose war, but that all of them have supported the Bush policy of moving toward
attacking Iraq.
The rally had one troubling moment.
Veteran peace and justice activist Henry
Wallace passed out and was taken to a
hospital. Family members said the next
day he was in stable condition and had told
them at the hospital they should go back to
the rally because the cause was so important.
At the rally site on Jefferson Street,
protestor Howard Owens said selfish
motives of oil profits and presidential
popularity were driving U.S. policy.
“I am here because the president of
America is promoting a war not for the
defense of America or even for the interest
of the American people,” he said. “American citizens should not shed their blood for
the president’s personal war.”
February 2003
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Activist turns anger to action to improve state’s justice
by George Morrison
FORsooth editor

Like many progressives who deal with
the Kentucky General Assembly, Carl
Wedekind has in recent years come away
from the state capitol in Frankfort increasingly unhappy – in his case because of the
lack of progress against the death penalty.
In fact, Wedekind, an attorney, author
and director of the abolition campaign of
the Kentucky Coalition to Abolish the
Death Penalty, said of his mood toward the
legislature: “I’m mad.”
A particular grievance stems from the
leadership’s blocking of a bill to abolish
executions of offenders who were minors
when they committed their crimes, a bill
that one committee backed by an 18-5
vote, he said.
“I got to thinking about the legislature,” Wedekind said. “There are some
good people in the legislature. There are
just not enough. So it popped into my head
to change that.”
Wedekind has lead the creating of the
Justice Political Action Committee, or
Jutsice PAC, an organization which will
endorse candidates and contribute money
to campaigns of office seekers who back
criminal justice reforms, such as abolition
of the death penalty and alternatives to
prison for non-violent offenders.
In a letter to supporters, Wedekind
said: “I believe the Justice PAC can play a
major role in improving the Kentucky
legislature and the laws governing criminal
justice, which define in so many ways the
quality of our lives in Kentucky. Its success,
however, depends entirely on large numbers
of individuals… helping us raise money
and in advising on candidates and issues.”
Aside from backing candidates, the
Justice PAC will distribute pamphlets, advertise and hold press conferences as part
of “issue campaigns” to promote reforms,
Wedekind said.
The PAC, he said, seeks “general improvement of the criminal justice system”
on many issues besides the death penalty

and asks supporters to give or raise $75 a
year for the cause.
“There is a broad discontentment
among many Kentuckians about the
criminal justice system,” Wedekind said.
“Many want it to be fairer. They don’t like
the fact that rich people get a different kind
of justice than poor people.”
He also said many in the state are put
off by harsh penalties for non-violent
offenders, delays in achieving justice and
racial bias in the courts.

state officials are designing a program for)
and a cap on the state’s prison population,
which the paper said doubled to about
28,000 between 1990 and 2000.
Regarding the issue that sparked
Wedekind’s idea of stating the Justice PAC,
winning passage of the stalled bill
abolishing the execution of minors will be
a priority, as will abolishing the death
penalty altogether, which the position paper
describes as “at the heart of the mission of
the Justice PAC.”

“There are some good people in the legislature. There are
just not enough. So it popped into my head to change that.”
The Justice PAC’s initial position
paper said the organization will seek more
use of alternatives to incarceration for nonviolent offenders, which the paper said a
1998 state law encourages, but which few
courts have done.
The PAC will also promote more
efforts at intensive drug rehabilitation,
vastly better services for mentally ill
inmates (which the position paper said

“Executing the death penalty is
inherently unjust,” the paper said.
“Mistakes are made. Now that Kentucky
law includes a sentence of life imprisonment
without possibility of probation or parole
in capital cases, the death penalty is not
needed to protect the public.”
One area where the PAC sees progress
is in the issue of racism, where the state
passed a law in 1998 banning the death

penalty if race can be shown as the
motivation for seeking it, and appointed
the Kentucky Commission on Racial
Fairness to study race bias in the courts.
The PAC will support both actions
and work for more such efforts to stop
racial bias, the position paper said.
The PAC also will work for more
equitable bail, to use DNA technology and
other means to reduce the chances of a
person being wrongly convicted, to make
criminal justice fairer to the state’s growing
immigrant population and for more and
better paid public defenders to improve the
defense of the poor, the paper said.
Wedekind, author of “The Second
Grave,” a history of the death penalty in
Kentucky, said he is seeking people for
four regional boards to advise the Justice
PAC, and is particularly interested in
finding prosecutors, defense attorneys,
professors and legal aid staff members.
He foresees 2003 being a year of building
PAC membership and completing
organizing tasks so that in the 2004 elections
it can “be a potent force.”
For more information about Justice
PAC, contact Carl Wedekind or treasurer
Kaye Gallagher at (502) 895-6636.

Film series
starts Feb 11
Films of varying lengths addressing
diversity, the Middle East Conflict and the
role of faith will be shown free Feb. 11 to
13 at the new AXXIS Theater at the upper
floor of the Museum of Faiths at 415
Muhammad Ali Blvd. Between 4th and 5th
streets in downtown Louisville.
The Cathedral Heritage Foundation,
Kentucky Educational Television and the
Annie E. Casey Foundation, which helps
make resources available to the
disadvantaged, are showing the films.
The foundation said reservations
should be made because seating is limited.
Call (502) 583-3100 during regular business hours.
The films include a series of short
films exploring health, diversity and
economic development to be shown
Tuesday, Feb. 11 from 12:05 p.m. to 12:55
p.m., The Gospel Experience on Feb.12
from 12:05 p.m. to 12:55 p.m. and Promises
on Feb. 13 from 12:05 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Promises is about the Middle East Conflict
from the viewpoint of seven Palestinian
and Israeli children.
Each film will be repeated the same
night at 7:30 p.m. Panel discussions will
follow the nighttime showings.
Page 4
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MUSLIM STUDENT
DESCRIBES HER
HURT AFTER 911

came to the United States. Within these experiences, I realized something. America, or
any other country, isn’t all about happiness. I learned this the hard way.

Amuna Abdow was a very small child,
one of six, when her family escaped from
Somalia. They fled on a boat to a refugee
camp in Kenya and finally received permission
to enter the United States. When the family
arrived in Louisville, the children faced a
grave challenge since they had never been to
school before in their lives.
It was Genny Scheldorf who came to
their rescue. She had helped with Kentucky
Refugee Ministries for a number of years but
this situation was unique. After the children were placed in various schools in the “English
As a Second Language” program, Genny went to their home every day to help them with
homework; and she is still doing that!
It was rewarding when Amuna, now l4 years old, came to speak at the November
meeting of “Church Women United.” Her story follows.

DON’T JUDGE ME UNTIL YOU WALK
A MILE IN MY MOCCASINS
“Muslim!” The first thought that many people have when they hear this word is “evil
people.” Today this thought is perpetuated because of the horrible tragedy of September ll.
Some young people don’t know anything about Muslims, but they capture the words their
parents say. Let me tell you about my experience.
When I was young, I used to live in Africa, not Afghanistan. My home country was
Somalia. We moved to the U.S. to get away from the war. We thought America was a
peaceful place. A few years went past and we did realize that America is a peaceful place.
When the year 200l came, everything changed. I was in school when the teacher ran and
turned on the TV. She looked as if she were going to faint the way she stared at the TV. So
did everyone else when they were looking at the TV. There were no words to describe what
I saw on that TV. I sat there amazed, thinking to myself, “Oh my God, is this a joke? It’s not
funny.” I started getting scared for those in the planes and in the buildings.
After the day was over, I couldn’t wait to get home. When I did, I cried my heart out.
A week of sadness went by. The government started to figure out who had done this. A
couple of months went past and finally they did conclude Osama bin Laden might have been
responsible for it. From those words I went into shock.
The next day everyone started acting funny towards me. From that day on, all they
started doing was judging me. I got tired of it and stopped listening. After September ll, every
Muslim was being treated wrong. So all the Muslims didn’t listen to the mean phone calls
when people called their houses and threatened them that they were going to die.
One year went by. Now things are starting to get better, but not the same as when I first

Conyers sees momentum
add to its one-seat lead in the Senate was
shaken in late November. That’s when
Louisiana Democrat Mary Landrieu was
re-elected in a run off and a House seat in
Louisiana stayed in the democratic column.
Those wins came despite strong
campaigning by President Bush for the
republican candidates, Conyers noted.
The outcomes show “people are wising
up,” said the 19-term democrat, the second
most senior House member.
Conyers, a former counsel for labor
unions known since his election in 1964 as
“the people’s congressman-at-large,”
yielded part of his time at the dinner to
Keenan Keller, democratic counsel for the
House Judiciary Committee.
Keller told the crowd that calls, letters
and e-mails are needed on many bills and
issues in Congress. They included:
• The Police Brutality and Accountability
Act, which would ensure police use of
force training that emphasizes non-lethal
methods and would press cities to create
strong civilian review boards.
• The Hate Crimes Act, which Keller said
has enough votes to pass the House and
Senate, but is being held up by the
republican leadership.
• A bill that would re-evaluate the USA
Patriot Act passed hastily after the 9/11
attacks and which gave government
broad new powers to spy on Americans.
• A bill to reform mandatory minimum
sentencing.
• Federal reparations for descendents
of slaves.
Keller also called for opposition to a
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bill that would create a Domestic
Intelligence Agency.
“The fact that we have a Republican in
the White House and Republican control
of the House and Senate isn’t going to stop
us,” Keller said.
Conyers, appearing at a dinner that
also honored Louisville-area activists
chosen by the Kentucky Alliance, including
the late Sterling Neal Sr., a labor organizer
in the 1940s and 50s, lauded the
organization and its choice of honorees.
“Kentucky has a lot going for it — the
spirit and courage that are here in this one
organization, and we know there are dozens
of other organizations,” Conyers said.
The Alliance chose outgoing Louisville alderman Bill Allison, who lost his
race for a seat on the new Metro Council
that took power Jan. 6, and Raoul
Cunningham, an activist since 1950s and
leader of an NAACP voter empowerment
drive. It also gave “unsung hero” awards to
Laquetta Shepard, an activist against the
Ku Klux Klan, and to the Hate Free Schools
Coalition, through which youths of many
races are making schools more inclusive.
“Bill Allison – how proud you must be
of him — and Raoul Cunningham. And
there’s the indefatigable Anne Braden,”
Conyers said, referring to the Kentucky
Alliance activist and veteran in the struggle
for racial equality and peace. “She is not
reluctant to call me and give me unsolicited advice.”
Conyers told the crowd he won the
democratic primary for his seat in Detroit
in 1964 by only 128 votes, despite Martin

STANDING WITH ISRAELI
WOMEN IN BLACK
The following account was shared by Polly Johnson, long-time member of the Louisville
FOR steering committee and faithful participant in the Louisville Friday vigil expressing
solidarity with the Women in Black who vigil in Israel. Two women from Minnesota that
Polly knew went with a delegation last November to Israel and Palestine. Among other things
they accompanied Palestinians during their olive harvest, joined those in Jayyus protesting the
building of a wall at the very edge of their village, and visited with a Lutheran pastor in
Bethlehem. Their experience in standing with the Women in Black on a main street corner
in Jerusalem was described by Carolyn Schurr as follows:
“For fifteen years, Israeli women have silently stood for an hour each Friday holding
large signs in the shape of a hand with Stop the Occupation written on them in either
Hebrew, Arabic or English. Sometimes passers-by give signs of support. Often
conversations ensue with them and meaningful dialogue takes place.
Even more often they face verbal abuse. While we were there, a motorcyclist kept
going around and around shaking his finger and shouting, ‘’Shame on you, shame on
you.’ Taxi drivers honked their horns and gave ‘the finger’ or a thumbs down. Drivers
turned and spit or shouted abusive words.
We also experienced the haranguing of a 20-year-old American Jew who was so
beside himself because we had come to support the demonstrators that he shook with his
indignation and could hardly keep the words tumbling out fast enough. Several in the
group tried to counter some of his assertions but could not get him to stop and listen or
absorb what was being said.
He really wrote us off when he learned that we were Christians. After about 20 minutes
of this, he did stop and listen when Carolyn stepped up to him and quietly said that she had
been listening to him very carefully, could see his pain and hurt, and wanted to share with him
our hope and concern for both the Israelis and Palestinians if he would listen.”

A LETTER FROM MORDECHAI VANUNU
It was very exciting to find Mordechai’s letter in our mail box. However, it was
discouraging to see how much had been cut out. However, the basic message came through
that he appreciates receiving “FORsooth” and is cheered by all of the peace news.
He is encouraged that “we are addressing the Middle East Israel Palestine war
conflict which this year has reached its highest level of killing and destruction. This state
Israel is the last place on earth still causing wars and fighting when all the world is moving
toward more peace and the end of war. I hope U.S. will solve this problem and set free
all the M.E. prisoners.
I want to thank you and all Kentucky people. Good to see the Wallace family come to
Israel. I am corresponding with friends in Louisville and hope to visit and meet them when
I will be free and leave Israel to come to the U.S. Until then I am still in prison now in the l7th
year.” (September l2, 2002) (Send him a card: Ashkelon Prison, Ashkelon, Israel.)

(continued from page 1)
Luther King Jr.’s endorsement and Rosa
Parks working for his campaign.
“I am an example of why each vote
counts,” Conyers said. “If 64 people had
voted differently, I wouldn’t be here tonight.”
Poking fun at the troubles of then Senate
Republican leader Trent Lott (days before
Lott stepped down from that post because of
his stated wish that segregationist Strom
Thurmond had won the 1948 presidential
election) Conyers noted Lott’s constant apologies in a bid to save his position.
“The Senator from Mississippi…
will still be apologizing a year from now
when this dinner rolls around. Why don’t
you invite him?” Conyers asked to laughter and applause.
Cunningham and Allison, the area
honorees, spoke to that controversy, too,
but in a serious vein.
Cunningham said activists should keep
the pressure on the GOP, not just because
of Lott’s statements, but because of the
“abysmal civil rights records” of U.S. Senators Jim Bunning and Mitch McConnell
and the state’s republican-dominated U.S.
House delegation.
He called for African-American
ministers who endorsed staunch
conservative Rep. Anne Northup after she
funneled federal money to their after-school
youth programs to pay attention to the
bigger picture of Northup’s performance.
“I congratulate them on getting their
federal dollars, but I do have a problem
when they endorse a candidate who has a
22 percent voting record with the NAACP,”

Cunningham said. “The issue is not the
money, it’s the candidate’s voting record.”
Allison also referred to the 1948
election brought back into the public’s
mindset by Lott’s remarks.
“I shudder to think what the U.S. would
be like now if the Dixiecrats had taken over
the country as Trent Lott nostalgized,” he
said to applause.
Turning to the future, Allison said: “We
must, number one, continue to avail ourselves of our First Amendment to… keep the
pressure on our elected officials in our community and the media lords in this community who brainwash us…. We must continue
to struggle in the electoral arena. Progressive
people must be elected to office.”
He mentioned progress on the issues
of living wage and civilian police review,
in which modest victories were won in the
final months of Louisville government
before merger with the county Jan. 6, and
Fairness, in which comprehensive ordinances striking down sexual orientation
discrimination were enacted in Louisville
and Lexington.
Allison drew applause when he added
that progressive efforts cannot proceed if a
war for oil against Iraq is fought.
Noting the many races, classes,
backgrounds and issues represented in the
audience, Cunningham said unity of such
diverse groups is the main source of strength
in the progressive movement.
“Every fiber has come when we have
had a unified civil rights community and
a unified peace and justice community,”
he said.
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Labor activists make a decisive move against Iraq war
An amazing event happened January 10
with the founding of USLAW (U.S. Labor
Against the War). More than 100 unionists,
including presidents and other officers from
union locals across the country, were played
host to by the second largest Teamsters local
in the nation (Local 705 in Chicago). Discard
the notion that all Teamsters are in bed with
the Republican Party — there is now organized widespread working class resistance to
Bush’s jingoistic march toward war in Iraq.
Part of USLAW’s statement of purpose reads:
“Whereas, the billions of dollars spent to
stage and execute this war are being taken
away from our schools, hospitals, housing
and Social Security; and whereas, the war is
a pretext for attacks on labor, civil, immigrant and human rights at home… whereas,
there is no convincing link between Iraq and
Al Qaeda or the attacks on Sept. 11, and
neither the Bush administration nor the UN
inspections have demonstrated that Iraq poses
a real threat to Americans…”
There was intense discussion about
the role of the U.N., how to spread the
word, etc. A continuations committee was
formed to keep the momentum going and
continue the work.
Michael Eisenscher of the Bay Area
Labor Committee for Peace and Justice, compiled a list of all attendees and their labor
affiliations. As an example: 40 union locals,
16 district/regional union bodies, five national unions, three central labor councils, 12
antiwar committees and other organizations.
Also, there were 31 union executive officers.
This wonderful development comes
on the heels of resolutions in opposition to
a U.S. invasion of Iraq by Central Labor
Councils in Albany, Duluth, King County,
Monterey Bay, Philadelphia, Rochester,
Sacramento, San Francisco, Saratoga,
South Bay, Troy, Vancouver, and Washington D.C. As of Jan. 10, 34 U.S. cities
passed resolutions against war with Iraq.
One report from SolidarityInfoServices
@igc.org says: “When one of the delegates
objected to the resolution on the grounds that
‘we didn’t pass resolutions like this when the
U.S. invaded Haiti, Pat Gillespie, a vice
president of the (Philadelphia Central Labor)
Council and head of the building trades,

replied: “We should have had a resolution
then and that’s why we need it now. That
whole Tonkin Gulf Resolution (authorizing
US escalation of the war in Vietnam) was a
big lie. It’s a good thing we have organizations like this one that are willing to challenge
the president.”
We, U.S. workers, must give great respect to the heroic if not Herculean efforts of
workers elsewhere in the world who oppose
Bush, Tony Blair and the other warmongers.
The Guardian newspaper in the United
Kingdom reported January 9: “Train drivers
yesterday refused to move a freight train
carrying ammunition believed to be destined
for British forces being deployed in the Gulf.
The anti-war revolt is the first such industrial
action by workers for decades.
“The two Motherwell-based drivers
declined to operate the train between the
Glasgow area and the Glen Douglas base
on Scotland’s west coast, Europe’s largest
weapons store.”
This writer, who has been to the Middle
East many times, is constantly reminded
that the problems in the region cannot be
cavalierly passed off as existing since time
immemorial, but rather have Western imperial roots. Study the Husayn-McMahon
Correspondence, the Sykes-Picot Treaty,
and other pre-World War I documents and
see how the Western powers sought to
replace Ottoman conquest with their own.
Saddam Hussein committed a war crime
in gassing the Kurds, but he could well have
learned how to do it from the British, who
dropped poison gas on the Kurds in
Sulaimaniya, Iraq in 1925. Study the fight
over Mosul province for its undeveloped oil

reserves, the rivalry between oil companies,
U.S. involvement after World War II, as in:
thou shalt not nationalize thine own oil, Iraq.
Indeed, imperial greed has a long history.
As more and more U.S. troops are sent
to the Middle East, things look bleak. So I
look for hope in the words of Hunterbear
(aka John Salter, a Native American active
in the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s
in Mississippi):
”In our Gray Hole, the ghosts often
dance in the junipers and sage, on the game
trails, in the tributary canyons with the thick
red maples, and on the high windy ridges —
and they dance from within the very essence
of our own inner being. They do this especially when the bright night moon shines
down on the clean white snow that covers the
valley and its surroundings. Then it is as
bright as day — but in an always soft and
mysterious and remembering way.”
I am sure Hunterbear is rejoicing, as
well, at the huge turnout in Washington
D.C. on Jan. 18 against an invasion of Iraq.
But I must, alas, face the material
reality of how war is good business. Conn
Hallinan reported in Portside Jan.10:
“Boeing…recently doubled its production
of JDAM kits ($25,000 a pop), which make
dumb bombs smart. Raytheon added a shift
to produce its Paveway laser guided bombs
($55,000 apiece)…. General Atomics

Aeronauticals Systems (gets) $25 million
for four (unmanned surveillance and attack craft, the Predator).” Couldn’t we save
money if we bought in bulk?
No amount of saber-rattling can correct
the economic turmoil Bush and Company
have caused, nor its attendant consequences.
Syndicated columnist Julianne Malveaux
asked in USA Today: “Why do African
Americans have a cancer death rate 35 percent higher than white(s)?…. Researchers
cite income, stress and health practices….
But the Institute of Medicine said that African Americans and Latinos also experience a
different quality of health care.”
As austerity is forced on U.S. workers
in the name of capital accumulation (or,
rather, the War on Terrorism), there is a
simultaneous push by Bush to strangle the
economy of Venezuela.
Fred Feldman, wrote in Portside: “(U.S.)
willingness to shut down the Venezuelan oil
industry shows that the fight is not about
assuring oil supplies to Washington but about
assuring the profits from oil to (U.S.) big
business…. It is a fight for ownership by
conquest, not assured supplies.”
Our movement opposing the robber
barons is growing stronger, but we have a
long, long way to go.
Contact Ira Grupper at Irag@iglou.com.
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Airy narrative looks at fiascoes of US interventionism
West-Bloc Dissident:
A Cold War Memoir
by William Blum; 2002; 240 pp.

reviewed by Tracy Mclellan
Blum’s worthy autobiography is a
departure from his previous books, Killing
Hope: US Military and CIA Interventions
since World War II, and Rogue State: A
Guide to the World’s only Superpower.
Whereas the earlier works are serious
and scholarly, full of meticulous research
and documentation, WBD is an airy
narrative of hilarious wit, struggle, despair,
and ultimately the equivocal triumph of a
rebel and dissident.
Here the politics are incidental to the
story and the man, as well as a large cast of
characters. We see Blum grow from a gung
ho, salute the flag American, who, when
events such as the kidnapping of two United
States Ambassadors dumbfounded him,
couldn’t understand why others couldn’t “see
what was so plain to me: that the United
States had been a kind of Salvation Army to
the rest of the world, disbursing freedom
(and) democracy…to all the poor, ignorant
and diseased peoples, and keeping communist darkness from descending upon them.”
There is no question but what Blum is
a bitter critic of U.S. foreign policy. But
then he’s joined there by Nelson Mandela,
who has called the U.S. government the
greatest threat to world peace; and for what
it’s worth, this writer. Blum challenges the
reader to defy that upon rational
examination, a socialist government is the
only best alternative. He also comes to
believe passionately that the economic
system is the sine qua non of American
imperialism, and its trampling of human
rights around the globe. The politics are no
less powerful for being a secondary focus
of the narrative. Because they are expressed
from an emotional rather than a
documentarian perspective, Blum here
express the same kind of despair and outrage
in three paragraph bursts that he previously
had taken whole books to achieve.
Blum worked as a contractor to the
military at Planning Research Corporation
early in what he hoped would be a career as
a Foreign Service Officer in the State
Department. Later he worked at the State
Department and the White House. He
jettisoned his ambition as he acquired a

growing awareness and revulsion at what
the U.S. government was really doing in
Vietnam and elsewhere.
There is no clear break between the
patriotic and dissident Blum. It is rather a
growing through one and evolving to the
other. In the early sixties he is shocked and
incredulous when a pen pal informs him that
the U.S. government has recently overthrown
governments in Brazil and Guatemala. He is
exposed to the teaching of the American
Friends Service Committee, an organization
he admires deeply to this day. By 1965 Blum
is still naïve enough to listen with pride at
U.S. power to casualty reports from Vietnam. He is enough of a half-hearted Jewish
liberal however, to attend some public functions of the Communist Party, the Socialist
Workers Party, the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, and other organizations.
He also begins to leaflet and organize

isolating burden in the de-politicized culture
and willful evasion of the media wasteland
that is the United States.
Along the way we meet Jerry Rubin, the
“celebrated Berkeley activist;” Willie Brandt,
attributed in Patty Hearst’s book to have been
responsible for more than 40 bombings of
protest; an old friend elected to the House of
Representatives, and subsequently indicted
for conspiracy and bribery; the pompous
Norman Mailer; Allen Ginsberg, who has the
last word at a party in an argument with a
supporter of the war by exposing himself;
Oliver Stone, who hires Blum in a failed
effort to turn his earlier books into documentaries; and many others.
This book is not all wit and piety.
Blum drops LSD at work for IBM; if he is
to be believed, stays just this side of
criminality in protest; becomes involved
with an interesting assortment of women

“These chilling insights into the machinery of U.S. foreign policy
make the events of September 11. 2001, look like a tea party.”
against the war even as he’s working at the
State Department. Blum refers to this era
later as his “beloved sixties.” Although he is
glad to have been part of what he considers to
be an important mass movement, ultimately
he laments the fact that the movement only
mitigated, and only slightly, the vast carnage.
During his “time at the State Department – December 1964 to March 1967 –
my employers, the government of the
United States of America, had seen fit to
subvert elections in Italy, Chile, and Greece;
suppress movements for social and political change in Peru and Bolivia, save the
day for military dictatorship in the Dominican Republic and Guatemala; support
armed attacks against Cuba; overthrow the
government of Ghana; drench itself in the
blood of half a million hapless human
beings in Indonesia, and bomb the people
of Laos back to the Paleolithic Age. Not to
mention a place called Vietnam.”
Observations such as these are as
common to Blum’s books as the sun to a
summer day. Blum’s books, wittier and
breezier here as a narrative rather than a
treatise, despite the subject material, are
therefore a delightful encounter with a
devotee of truth; and something of an

(not all virtuous) including one with whom
he falls in love and has a son; and many
other adventures that are vicarious thrills,
leavened with just a trace of vice.
This is the autobiography of a writer,
no? We also get to know the growth, travails, travels and triumphs of a writer as
important as Ivins, Vidal, or Parenti. An
early journalistic escapade for Blum along
with comrade Sal Ferrera, was to fake a flat
tire outside CIA Headquarters in Langley,
Va. There they copied down license plates
of employees, identified them, and published the names in the Quicksilver Times,
an alternative weekly in Washington. Blum
later learns from Philip Agee’s landmark
book about the CIA, that Ferrera actually
worked for the Agency. Blum also works
at the Washington Free Press, which took
an early principled stand against the Vietnam War but which was still “marked by
its anti-intellectualism,” and the Berkeley
Barb, “the granddaddy of the underground
press.” An article he began turns into a
four-year project resulting in Killing Hope.
It documents more than 60 U.S.
military interventions of appalling
criminality, Vietnam being only the most
egregious. It was published in 1986, and

has had seven printings. These chilling
insights into the machinery of U.S. foreign
policy make the events of September 11.
2001, look like a tea party. Blum also wrote
news copy for KPFA radio in San Francisco,
contributed to Covert Action Quarterly,
and completed another book, Rogue State.
The election of Socialist Allende in
Chile, 1972, is a watershed, for good and
ill. Blum travels to Chile to witness a
genuine socialist government. As he nears
Chile after a long journey he hears that the
U.S. government has imposed an economic
blockade of Chile. Blum gives a compelling
witness to the Allende government and its
achievements, along with an analysis of its
failures, obstacles really, not yet overcome
by the soon-to-be-assassinated Allende.
Kissinger and Nixon secretly plotted the
economic warfare on the Socialist government, an economic alternative to capitalism,
and an example of what might be, absolutely
anathema to US imperialism. A month after
the assassination Kissinger was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize along with Le Duc Tho.
The day of Allende’s assassination just happened to be September 11, 1973, a coincidence so monstrous just for its trivial significance, as to go unmentioned in the corporate
mainstream media.
“In Chile,” laments Blum, “the military
boots had marched, as they have always
marched in Latin America.”
The reviewer, a former Louisville
resident, lives in Madison, Wisc. Contact
him at tracymacl@yahoo.com.

FOR gathering shows ways to resist US policy on Iraq
by Dennis E. Bricking
Mateo Bernal, organizer of a new
student group at the University of
Louisville, and I were privileged to be
invited to the FOR national headquarters in
Nyack, N.Y. January 10-to-13, for a
national organizing gathering of people in
resistance to the expansion of the war and
pending invasion of Iraq. In attendance
were more than 35 people from all over the
country, learning from one another about
effective organizing efforts in place against
the War in Iraq.
We were able to talk about our local
work, including growing numbers of vigils,
political yard signs created by reversing
old political signs and writing anti-war
messages, candles in windows, rallies, and
local media work, teach-ins and campus
organizing work. We also reported on
connections with local anti-globalization
efforts and our growing use of street theatre
and puppets. Our new friends were happy
to hear about the growing strength of local
Louisville organizing efforts.
We, in turn, were excited to learn about
large and expanding efforts in many parts of
our country, from heavy activity in Alaska
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and the pacific northwest to new and powerful efforts by many in the southeast.
People reported on group efforts in
Savannah, Ga., West Palm Beach, Fla. and
Birmingham, Ala. Others reported on mass
marches in San Francisco, Los Angeles
and Atlanta with thousands of people in the
streets. Resistance grows not just in
Washington D.C., but in Tulsa, Oklahoma,
not just in New York, but also in Manchester
College in rural northeast Indiana.
People were very much pumped up by
all the reports of nationwide activity. The
new, younger folks spoke of being in awe
of all the energy, commitment and
leadership in the room.
Diverse and creative ideas for reaching
the local community filled the meeting.
Some put ads on buses, others used banners
on highways, covering 100 miles in one
part of Washington state.
Others did the same in Florida and Oregon, while a large number of banners cover
most overpasses in some parts of Canada.
Others created many pot luck peace
dinners and Parties for Peace to draw new
people. One town took a group photo of
800 activists and turned it into postcards.
Speaking of ideas, Mateo had a great one

for a new law. It would require that all
future wars be put to a public referendum,
and that anyone who voted for war would
be required to enlist.
In Oakland, Cal., the Western States
Legal Foundation began a campaign to
encourage people to become citizen
weapons inspectors and they are selling tshirts and jackets to “officially” identify
people. These folks would demand access
to Oak Ridge, Tenn., Los Alamos, N.M.
and other nuclear facilities. Seventy five
activists gathered in Livermore, Cal.,
demanding access to inspect its facilities.
All of these actions are being used to educate
the public about the United States’ status
as the largest producer of “weapons of
mass destruction.”
We also spent time discussing activities that would register our non-cooperation with our government. The major
themes were war tax resistance, less use of
our automobiles and oil, and a major cutback on our “consumer lifestyle,” across
the board.
In the midst of the flurry of reports on
local resistance activities, another theme
emerged. A practical strategist program
was presented to help us review theories

for evaluating, planning, and conducting
social movements, with some emphasis on
the stages of a social (peace) movement.
This was introduced to help us sustain our
current efforts for the long haul ahead of
us. This would allow for emphasis on
themes such as global disarmament, i.e
elimination of all weapons of mass
destruction, and an emphasis on a “just
peace” in Iraq, Palestine and elsewhere,
and not only an end to military conflict.
In closing this initial report, I can say
many wanted to congratulate Tony Blair
for his change of direction and we were
also given notes used to brief the United
Nations Security Council by Dr. Hauns
Blix, executive chairperson of the Weapons
Inspection Team in Iraq, who told the
council he found no “smoking gun.”
More details from the FOR gathering
will appear in the next FORsooth. There is
also a new free monthly newsletter, War
Times available from 1230 Market Street
PMB 409, San Francisco, Ca. 94102, or at
their website, www.war-times.org. Stay
tuned and get involved.
The writer is a member of the Louisville
FOR steering committee.
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Calendar for peacemakers
FEBRUARY — BLACK HISTORY MONTH
PRAYER SERVICE FOR PEACE AND
NONVIOLENCE FOR THE HEALING OF OUR
HEARTS AND WORLD. Every day, Monday-Friday,
20 minute prayer service followed by vegetarian soup,
l2:l5 pm. James Lees Memorial Presbyterian Church,
l74l Frankfort Avenue (at William Street). Call 896-0l72.
Jan 26 (Sun) FIFTH CANDLE LIGHT VIGIL FOR
PEACE. Silent vigil for all those suffering in conflicts in
the Middle East and to stand for peace in Iraq. Bring a
candle and some friends. Make a sign, “We Stand for
Peace,” if you can. 7:00-8:00 pm. Rain or shine. Spread
out east and west from Douglass Loop, Bardstown Rd at
Douglass Blvd. Call Julie Driscoll, SCN 905-4703,
AnneWalter, 635-6307, or Beverly Moore, 473-1114. www
louisvillepeace.org People of all faiths are invited. (Note:
Simultaneous vigils on Bardstown Rd at Longest, and at
St. Vianney Church, 4839 Southside Drive. Also vigil every Sunday evening in front of the Ursuline Motherhouse,
3ll5 Lexington Road).
Jan 28 (Tue) SEVENTH ANNUAL RACE &
RELATIONS CONFERENCE, sponsored by the
Louisville/Jefferson County Human Relations
Commission. “Merger: Where Everyone Feels at
Home.” Luncheon Keynote Speaker: Mayor Jerry
Abramson. International Convention Center, 22l S. 4th
Ave, 9:00-4:00. All day registration, $60. Luncheon
only, $35. Call 574-363l.
Jan 30 (Thu) DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS TO
FILL THE POSITION OF COORDINATOR FOR
THE NATIONAL WAR TAX RESISTANCE
COORDINATING COMMITTEE. This is a national
coalition of organizations and individuals who work
together to support, coordinate, and publicize war tax
resistance efforts. For more details call or fax: 607/2770593 (or l/800-269-7464) email: nwtrcc@lightlink.com
Jan 3l (Fri) NOON VIGIL FOR PEACE IN THE
MIDDLE EAST, including a news update. EVERY
FRIDAY AT SIXTH AND BROADWAY, in front of the
Federal Court House (where Senator McConnell’s office
is located). We vigil in solidarity with the “Women in
Black” who vigil every Friday at noon in Israel. The
vigil is sponsored by the Committee for Israeli/
Palestinian States, the American Arab AntiDiscrimination Committee, and the Fellowship of
Reconciliation. Call Beverley Marmion, 45l-5658.
Feb 4 (Tue) THREE RING ROOTSY ROAD SHOW
featuring Evalyn Parry, Eve Goldberg and Trevor
Mills. Three up and coming Canadian singer/
songwriters presenting an evening of good music, good
harmony and good laughs. Rudyard Kipling Restaurant,
422 West Oak Street, 7:30 pm. Sliding scale $5-$l0. A
portion of the proceeds will benefit the Kentucky
Fairness Alliance. Call 897-l973.
Feb 5 (Wed NOON RALLY AT THE CAPITOL IN
FRANKFORT DEMANDING LEGISLATION TO
STOP KILLING KIDS. Momentum is building
nationwide to end the death penalty for l6 and l7 year
olds. A recent poll at the University of Kentucky showed
that 67% of Kentuckians support such legislation. Make
your voice heard by attending this rally. While there,
make it a point to visit the offices of your legislators
and express your viewpoint to them. Note that special
lobby days have been set up again this year during
February on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.
Please call if you can go. Sponsored by the Kentucky
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty. Call 585-2895.
www.kcadp.org
Feb 9 (Sun) MEMBERS OF THE MOST RECENT
DELEGATION TO PALESTINE/ISRAEL WILL
REPORT. Central Presbyterian Church, 4th & Kentucky,
community room. 3:00-5:00 pm. Enter from the parking
lot. For more information, call 458-8056 or 54l-0758.
Feb 9 (Sun) STILLMAN COLLEGE CHOIR
CONCERT, featuring traditional hymns, African
American spirituals and works by Mozart, Haydn, and
Andrew Lloyd Webber. Presbyterian Seminary,
Caldwell Chapel, l044 Alta Vista Road, 7:00 pm.
(Celebrating the l50th anniversary of the Seminary).
Feb l0 (Mon) EDWARDS PEACEMAKING
LECTURE, featuring Dr. William Wiggins, “Head
and Heart: The Spiritual Power of Music in the
African American Church.” Presbyterian Seminary,
Garden Court, 7:00 pm. Call 895-34ll.
Feb ll-l3 (TWT) FREE FILM SHOWINGS
ADDRESSING DIVERSITY, THE MIDDLE EAST
CONFLICT, AND THE ROLE OF FAITH. Museum
of Faiths, Axxis Theater, 4l5 Muhammad Ali Blvd, at
l2:05 each day, repeated each evening at 7”30 pm
followed by panel discussions. Topics are: (Tuesday)

exploring health, diversity and economic developmen;
(Wednesday) “The Gospel Ex periece,” (Thursday)
“Promises” about the Middle East Conflict from the
viewpoint of seven Palestinian and Israeli children.
Sponsors: Cathedral Heritage Foundation, KET, and the
Annie E. Casey Foundation. Call Terry Taylor, 583-3l00.
Feb l2 (Wed) KITLAC (Ky Interfaith Taskforce on Latin
America and the Caribbean). Presbyterian Seminary,
Nelson Hall, Room l0. 7:30 pm. Call David Horvath,
583-4670 or Pat Geier, 456-6586.
Feb l6 (Sun) LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR
ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN STATES, meeting every
third Sunday, First Unitarian Church, 4th and York Sts,
3:00 pm. Call Beverley Marmion, 45l-5658.
Feb l9 (Wed) DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH
ISSUE OF FORsooth. Contact George Morrison,
editor, 944-6460. e-mail: klm86@netzero.com For
calendar listings, contact Jean Edwards, 458-8056.
e-mail: edwardsfor@aol.com
Feb 20 (Thu) THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH sponsored
by the Fellowship of Reconciliation, featuring KIRK
OWENS, community activist representing Citizens
Against Police Abuse (CAPA), addressing “Can we
create a new American police force for a new
American city?” What are the obstacles and can they
be overcome? Will our new police chief be allowed to
make significant changes in the police culture in Metro
Louisville? Come join in the discussion. Rudyard
Kipling Restaurant, 422 W. Oak St, ll:30 am buffet, $6.
Reservations required. RSVP to Cathy Ford, 458-l223
or Jean Edwards, 458-8056.
Feb 24 (Mon) F.O.R. STEERING COMMITTEE.
Presbyterian Seminary, Nelson Hall, #l0, 7:30 pm.
Visitors welcome. Call Pat Geier, 456-6586, or Mary
Horvath, 583-4670.
Feb 25 (Tue) KCADP (Kentucky Coalition to Abolish
the Death Penalty). Regular monthly meeting at
Highland Presbyterian Church, l0ll Cherokee Rd, 6:30
pm.. Call Joe Hardesty, 562-6893.
Feb 27 (Thu) FORsooth LABELING. Continue your new
year’s resolution to lend your hands for a few minutes.
Beverly Marmion’s house, 6:30 pm. Call 45l-5658.
Feb 27 (Thu) “WATER AND WASTE: THE CHALLENGES FLOYD COUNTY FACES,” a forum featuring local engineer, AL GOODMAN speaking on
water quality issues in Floyd County, Indiana. Grand
Theater, downtown New Albany on Spring Street near
Bank Street, 5:30 pm. Free and open to all. Sponsored
by Trash Force. Call Carol Findling, 923-9700.
March l (Sat) JOBS WITH JUSTICE TENTH
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION. For details, call
Laura McSpeden, 625-3724. Email: kyjwj@kyjwj.org
March 2 (Sun) CENTER FOR FAITH AND ACTION,
spring series begins. For course listings see ad in this
issue of FORsooth. Register by February 2l. Call Maria
Price, 896-0l72 to learn more or to register.
March ll (Tue) GETTING TO THE HEART OF PEACE
& JUSTICE, Book discussion moderated by Terry
Taylor: Palestine and the Politics of Land. HawleyCooke Bookstore, Shelbyville Road Plaza, 7:00 pm.
(25% discount on purchase of the book.) Sponsored by
Interfaith Paths to Peace. Call Pam Yenawine, 386-534l,
or Terry Taylor, 4l2-759l.
March l3-l6 (TFSS) THE BLACK FAMILY AND THE
3 R’s: “Reparations, Restitution and Restoration.”
30th Annual National Conference on the Black Family
in America, with special focus on “Reparations.”
Conference begins at l0:00 am on Thursday and ends at
ll:30 am on Sunday. Call Dr. Joseph McMillan, 8526656 or 2272-2272. www.louisville.edu/edu/bfa
March 20 (Thu) PROFESSOR FREDERIC HICKS:
REPORT FROM THE WORLD SOCIAL FORUM
2003. The meeting took place Jan l8-30 in Porto Alegre,
Brazil. The presentation will be at the THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH. See flier in this issue of FORsooth.

OUT OF TOWN EVENTS
June l8-July l, WITNESS FOR PEACE HISTORIC
DELEGATION OF 100 PERSONS TO
NICARAGUA- MEXICO- CUBA-COLOMBIA,
celebratin twenty years of transforming people and
policy. To challenge the cycles of military and economic
violence in Latin America perpetuated by US policy and
corporate practices. Call 202/588-l47l, or
delegations@witness for peace.org

Regular Meeting Times for
Area Organizations
AD HOC COALITION FOR AFFIRMATIVE ACTION –
(778-8130)
ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF
KENTUCKIANA – 2nd Wednesday (585-3375)
AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB –
3rd Tuesday (451-2155)
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL –
1st Saturday (637-8951)
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – 2nd Tuesday (239-4317)
CAPA (Citizens Against Police Abuse) –
2nd Thursday (778-8130)
C.E.A.S.E. [Citizens for Equitable Assignment to School
Environments] – 3rd Saturday (778-9427)
CLARK & FLOYD COUNTIES AIDS COALITION –
3rd Thursday (288-2706)
CLOUT [Citizens of Louisville Organized and Working
Together] -(583-1267)
COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN STATES –
3rd Sunday (451-5658)
COMMITTEE TO END THE WAR AGAINST IRAQ –
(456-6586)
COMMON CAUSE – 1st Tuesday, every other month
(228-1534)
COMMUNIST PARTY USA – Saturday evenings
(648-8197 or 473-2659)
CONVERSATION CAFE – Wednesday evenings
(454-4820)
EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE – 2nd Sunday (569-1876)
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community
dialogues and volunteer opportunities (893-0788)
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION –
4th Monday (456-6586 or 583-4670)
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB –
3rd Tuesday (897-3335)
GREEN PARTY – 1st Tuesday (456-9540)
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – Wednesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays (583-6599)
HATE FREE SCHOOLS COALITION –
3rd Thursday (454-3300)
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE –
1st Wednesday (584-1444)
JEFFERSON COUNTY WELFARE REFORM
COALITION – 2nd Friday (585-3556)
JUBILEE NETWORK – (583-4670)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – 3rd Saturday
(774-1116)
KENTUCKIANA NATIVE AMERICAN SUPPORT
GROUP – 1st & 3rd Thursdays (635-2817)
KENTUCKY JOBS WITH JUSTICE (582-3508, ext. 124)
KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] –
2nd Monday, jointly with POWER (589-3188)
KY AIDS LIFE ALLIANCE (KALA) –
Every Thursday (479-7884)
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL
REPRESSION – 3rd Monday (778-8130)
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH
PENALTY – 4th Tuesday (585-2895)
KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN (KITLAC) –
2nd Wednesday (583-4670)
KY RAINBOW/PUSH COALITION – (774-4000)
LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP – 2nd and 4th Thursdays
(587-6225)
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH –
2nd Sunday (456-5261)
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights
(454-3300), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION –
4th Wednesday (584-6858)
NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People) – 3rd Monday (634-1804)
NAGASAKI/HIROSHIMA COMMEMORATION
COMMITTEE – 1st Sunday (458-8056)
NAMI (National Alliance for the Mentally Ill) –
2nd Monday (245-5287)
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS
AND GAYS (P-FLAG) – 3rd Sunday (329-0229)
PAX CHRISTI – Last Wednesday (456-9342)
PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML –
(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)
POWER [PEOPLE ORGANIZED AND
WORKING FOR ENERGY REFORM] – 2nd Monday,
jointly with KFTC (778-2687)
PROGRESSIVE STUDENTS LEAGUE AT UL –
2nd & 4th Mondays (638-1021)
RCRC [Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice] –
(585-3050)
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
SHADHULIYYAH SUFI SPIRITUALITY GROUP –
Thursday nights (893-6122)
Note: If your group would like to be added to this list
or if information needs to be updated, please let us
know by calling 458-8056.

