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Via calls, internet, rally, anti-immigrant SB 6 opposed
FORsooth staff report
 Through calls to lawmakers, packed 
meetings and use of social media, Kentuck-
ians are saying “no” to scape-goating im-
migrants who come to the state in violation 
of U.S. law, but who are fully in compliance 
with unavoidable laws of global economics 
imposed on them.
 The Coalition to Stop Senate Bill 6, a 
broad, multiracial, multifaith group, seeks 
calls to Kentucky House members asking 
them vote against the bill the Senate passed in 
January that copies Arizona’s controversial 
law empowering local police to enforce 
immigration laws. Critics of the Arizona law, 
which the Obama Administration has asked 
the courts to overturn, say it will inevitably 
lead to racial profiling and devastate families 
and business and that immigration law is 
strictly a federal responsibility.
 Senate President and Republican 
gubernatorial candidate David Williams, a 
vehement conservative called by opponents 
“the Bully of Burkesville” for his history of 
virulent partisanship, backs and pushed S.B. 
6 rapidly through his chamber. Williams and 
allies maintain the bill would strengthen law 
enforcement and safeguard immigrants here 
legally. Critics have called S.B. 6 a mean-

spirited appeal to prejudice and xenophobia 
designed to boost the GOP’s chances in the 
governor’s race this fall.
 Even though Kentucky House leaders 
have said the body would not vote on the 
bill in this session, the coalition, which 
includes the FOR, is still seeking calls to 
the House at 1-800-372-7181 (7 a.m. to 11 
p.m.). En Espanol, 1-877-739-5556.
 “Leave a message for (House Speaker) 
Greg Stumbo and your legislators! After 
you call them, send them an email! http://
www.lrc.ky.gov/whoswho/email.htm,” said 
a posting by the coalition. To identify your 
current state representatives, go to https://
cdcbp.ky.gov/VICWeb/index.jsp.
 The group also includes the Louisville 
Hispanic/Latino Coalition, the Kentucky 
Alliance Against Racist and Political 
Repression, the Fairness Campaign, 
Kentucky Interfaith Taskforce on Latin 
America and the Caribbean, The Kentucky 
Council of Churches and other faith and 
justice groups.
 Organizers also asked concerned 
people to join the Facebook page “Kentucky 
Strong against Proposed SB 1070 Copycat.” 
The next meeting (a previous gathering drew 
80 people, FOR steering committee member 

Pat Geier said), will be Saturday, Jan. 22 at 
2 p.m. at the Americana Community Center, 
4801 Southside Dr.
 A “Lobby and Rally Day” Feb. 8 at 
the Kentucky State Capitol in Frankfort 
will feature lobby training at 9 a.m. EST, 
in-person lobbying of legislators at 10 a.m. 
and a rally and news conference at 11:30. 
 “S.B. 6 will target anyone for detention 
who does not speak English or who appears 
to have been born outside the U.S.,” a 
coalition posting said. “One of the main 
sponsors of the legislation said a person’s 
inability to speak English could provide 
‘reasonable suspicion’ the person is an 
‘unauthorized alien.’ This will lead to 
detentions of individuals who are authorized 
to remain in the U.S… Unlawful detentions 
and arrests will occur on a regular basis.”
 The coalition also said the bill would 
target anyone who “assists” an undocu-
mented worker or that worker’s children.
 “This would include a religious person 
who transports an undocumented worker to a 
religious service, or a friend who transports 
an undocumented child to a doctor’s office,” 
the coalition said, adding that any assistance 
that could encourage someone to reside in 
Kentucky would be prohibited.

 “This would include an organization 
that provides food to a needy undocumented 
family, or a language instructor who 
provides English language classes to an 
undocumented child. The offender is 
forced to pay a $500 or $1,000 fine. And 
transporting an undocumented worker or 
child to obtain the needed service will lead 
to seizure of the auto.”
 The coalition also warned of severe 
unanticipated costs to the state that would 
be caused by S.B. 6, including from the 
loss of international students who would 
feel unwelcome. “The Senate proponents 
recklessly decided not to consider the 
estimated costs of the legislation prior to 
passage, claiming that was not important.”
 Noting that the National Association of 
Police Chiefs has criticized similar laws as 
impediments to undocumented immigrants 
cooperating with police or reporting crimes, 
the coalition said: “S.B. 6 does nothing to 
solve the problems created by our broken 
immigration system. Only reform of our 
outdated and unresponsive immigration 
laws can greatly reduce the number of 
undocumented workers in the U.S., in a 
manner consistent with our nation’s values 
of common decency, justice and fair play.”

Change amid tradition: 
two grandmothers unite

 

Mary Andres Olive Rodman

 This is a story of friendship – from A 
to Z.
 Z is Mark Zuckerberg, a child prodigy 
from the Westchester suburbs of New York 
who differed from other “computer nerds” 
of his generation in that he was blessed with 
strong social instincts.
 Mastering complex computer technolo-
gies that were beyond many adult engineers 
didn’t keep him from having lots of friends. 
And as soon as he arrived at Harvard about a 
decade ago, preceded by a reputation for bril-
liance and innovation that had excited even 
that institution, he saw that his omniscience 
in computers could link his classmates.
 Zuckerberg and a few other students 
quickly came up with a social website for 
the Crimson campus centered on posting 
close-up pictures and personal info. It quickly 
became known informally as the “face book.”
 There were rough spots, such as when 
Harvard shut the site down, partly because 
some students reported their faces were 
on without their permission. And thus 

what today is the spectacular internet 
phenomenon of our time -- the consummate 
social media site Facebook -- began a 
reputation for ambiguity.
 It reunites millions of old friends. It 
exposes women to harassment. It allows 
people disillusioned with churches to find 
spiritual uplift. It surreptitiously hands them 
over to crass marketers.
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Imagine seeing this in color:

Now imagine reading 
instantly updated news from 

the FOR.
You can do both at

www.louisville-for.org
The Louisville FOR’s web site includes Action Alerts 
about issues of great concern to peace and justice 
people. It also lets you link to peace groups in many 
nations and look over every FORsooth going back to 
April 2002. And the pictures – starting with the July-
August 2008 issue – are in color.
If you love blogging, contribute your thoughts and 
hopes to the US FOR’s blog www.forpeace.net. Keep up 
with the national organization’s unequaled activism for 
a world of nonviolence and justice at www.forusa.org.
As much as we know you love reading FORsooth, 
there’s no reason to wait till next month to be inspired 
and challenged by the FOR.

FORsooth is published by the Louisville chapter of the Fellowship of Reconciliation. 
Send submissions for news stories or commentaries to George Morrison, editor, 

c/o 2236 Kaelin Ave., Louisville, KY 40205, e-mail: <klm86@att.net>.
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95 Years on Peace Frontiers
 Since 1915, the Fellowship of Reconciliation in the United States has led campaigns 
to obtain legal rights for conscientious objectors, win civil rights for all Americans, 
end the Vietnam War, oppose U.S. intervention in the Third World, and reverse the 
superpowers’ arms race. An interfaith pacifist organization, the FOR has members 
from many religious and ethnic traditions. It is part of the International Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, with affiliates in 40 countries.
 In the development of its program FOR depends upon persons who seek to apply 
these principles to every area of life. If you are not already a member, we invite you 
to join us in this endeavor. Membership consists of signing the Statement of Purpose, 
indicating that you agree with FOR goals.

Cochairs: Pat Geier ................................................................... 609-7985
 Peter Fosl .................................................................. 291-2506
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FOR’s Mission Statement
The Fellowship of Reconciliation seeks to replace violence, war, 

racism and economic injustice with nonviolence, 
peace and justice. We are an interfaith organization 

committed to active nonviolence as a transforming way of life 
and as a means of radical change. We educate, train, 

build coalitions, and engage in nonviolent and 
compassionate actions locally, nationally, and globally.

A world away from Birmingham, message is the same
by Russ Greenleaf
 This letter from an Israeli jail reminds 
me of the famous “Letter from a Birmingham 
jail” written by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
It reminds me that the Palestinian people’s 
struggle for freedom is motivated by the 
same ideals as the civil rights movement 
and is just as deserving of our support.

  Letter from Palestinian non-violent 
resistance leader Abdallah Abu Rahmah on 
International Human Rights Day, December 
10, 2010 (sent from an Israeli jail):
 A year ago tonight, on International 
Human Rights Day, our apartment in Ramal-
lah was broken into by the Israeli military 
in the middle of the night and I was torn 
away from my wife Majida, my daughters 
Luma and Layan, and my son Laith, who 
at the time was only nine months old.
 As the coordinator of the Bil’in 
Popular Committee against the Wall and 
Settlements, I was convicted of “organizing 
illegal demonstrations” and “incitement.” 
The “illegal demonstrations” refer to the 
nonviolent resistance campaign that my 
village has been waging for the last six 
years against Israel’s Apartheid Wall that 
is being built on our land.
 I find it strange that the military judges 
could call our demonstrations illegal and 
charge me for participating in and organizing 
them after the world’s highest legal body, the 
International Court of Justice in The Hague, 
has ruled that Israel’s wall within the occupied 
territories is illegal and must be dismantled. 
Even the Israeli supreme court ruled that the 
Wall’s route in Bil’in is illegal.
 I have been accused of inciting 
violence: this charge is also puzzling. If the 
checkpoints, closures, ongoing land theft, 
wall and settlements, night raids into our 
homes and violent oppression of our protests 
does not incite violence, what does?
 Despite the occupation’s constant and 
intense incitement to violence in Bil’in, 
we have chosen another way. We have 
chosen to protest nonviolently together 

with Israeli and International supporters. 
We have chosen to carry a message of hope 
and real partnership between Palestinians 
and Israelis in the face of oppression and 
injustice. It is this message that the oc-
cupation is attempting to crush through its 
various institutions including the military 
courts. An official from the Israeli Military 
Prosecution shamelessly told my attorney, 
Gaby Lasky, that the objective of the mili-
tary in my prosecution is to “put an end” 
to these demonstrations.
 The crime of incitement that I have been 
convicted of is defined under Israeli military 
decree 101 regarding the prohibition of 
hostile action of propaganda and incitement 
as “the attempt, verbally or otherwise, to 
influence public opinion in the area in a 
way that may disturb the public peace or 
public order” and carries a 10 year maximal 
sentence. This definition is so broad and 
vague that it can be applied to almost any 
action or statement. Actually, these words 
could be considered incitement if they were 
spoken in the occupied territories.
 On the 11th of October of this year 
I was sentenced to 12 months in prison, 
plus six months suspended sentence for 
three years, and a fine. My family and I, 
especially my daughters, were counting the 
days to my release. The military prosecution 
waited until just a few days before the end 
of my sentence before appealing against my 
release, arguing that I should be imprisoned 
longer. I have completed my sentence but 
remain in prison. Though international 
law considers myself and other activists 
as human rights defenders, the occupation 
authorities consider us criminals whose 
freedom and other rights must be denied.
 In the year that I have spent in prison, 
the demonstrations in Bil’in, Naalin, Al 
Maasara, and Beit Omar have continued. 
Nabi Saleh and other villages have taken up 
the popular struggle. Within this year, the 
international campaign calling for Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions of Israel until it 
complies with International law has grown 
considerably, as have legal actions against 

Israeli war crimes. I hope that soon Israel 
will no longer be able to ignore the clear 
condemnation of its policies coming from 
around the world.
 In the year that I have spent in prison, my 
son Laith has taken his first steps and said his 
first words, and Luma and Layan have been 
growing from children to beautiful young 
girls. I have not been able to be with them, 
to walk holding their hands, to take them to 
school as they and I are used to. Laith does 
not know me now. And my wife Majida has 
had to care for our family alone.
 In 2010, children in Bil’in and 
throughout the West bank are still being 
awakened in the middle of the night to find 
guns pointed at their heads. In the year that I 
have spent in prison, the military has carried 
out dozens of night raids in Bil’in with the 
purpose of removing those involved in the 
popular struggle against the occupation.
Imagine if heavily armed men forced their 
way into your home in the middle of the 
night. If your children were forced to watch 
as their father or brother was blindfolded, 
handcuffed, and taken away. Or if you as 
a parent were forced to watch this being 
done to your child.
 This week the door of our cell was 
opened and a sixteen-year-old boy was 
pushed inside. My friend Adeeb Abu 
Rahmeh was shocked to recognize his 
son, Mohammed, whom Adeeb had not 
seen since he himself was arrested during 
a nonviolent demonstration 16 months ago.
 Mohammad smiled when he saw his 
Father, but his face was red and swollen and it 
was clear that he was in pain. He told us that 
he had been taken from his home by Israeli 
soldiers two nights previously. He spent the 
first night blindfolded and shackled, being 
moved from one place to another.
 The next day after a terrifying, 
disoriented, and sleepless night he was taken 
to an interrogation room, his blindfold was 
removed and an interrogator showed him 
pictures of people from the village. When 
questioned about the first picture he told 
the interrogator that he did not recognize 

the person. The interrogator slapped him 
hard across the face. This continued with 
every question that Mohammad was asked: 
when he did not give the answer that the 
interrogator wanted, he was slapped, 
punched and threatened. Mohammad’s 
treatment is not unusual.
 Young boys from our village have 
been taken from their homes violently and 
report being denied sleep, food, and water 
and being kept in Isolation and threatened 
and often beaten during interrogation.
 What was unusual about Mohammad is 
that he did not satisfy his interrogator and 
with competent representation was released 
within a few days. Usually children, just 
because they are children, will say whatever 
the interrogator wants them to say to make 
such treatment stop. Adeeb, myself, and 
thousands of other prisoners are being 
held in prison based on testimonies forced 
or coerced out of these children. No child 
should ever receive such treatment.
 When the children who had testified 
against me retracted what they said in 
interrogation and told the military judge that 
their testimonies where given under duress, 
the judge declared them hostile witnesses.
Adeeb Abu Rahmah and I are the first to be 
convicted with incitement and participation 
in illegal demonstrations since the first 
Intifada but, unfortunately, it does not seem 
that we will be the last.
 I often wonder what Israeli leaders think 
they will achieve if they succeed in their 
goal of suppressing the Palestinian popular 
struggle? Is it possible that they believe that 
our people can sit quietly and watch as our 
land is taken from us? Do they think that 
we can face our children and tell them that, 
like us, they will never experience freedom? 
Or do they actually prefer violence and 
killing to our form of nonviolent struggle 
because it camouflages their ongoing theft 
and gives them an excuse to continue using 
us as guinea pigs for their weapons?
 My eldest daughter Luma was nine 

(continued on page 4)
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Superpower intervention, internal strife ravage Sudan

Southern Sudan’s border with the North is formed by the northern 
boundaries of Western Bahr al-Ghazal, Northern Bahr al-Ghazal and 
Unity and Upper Nile States.  The three states of Darfur are directly 
north of Western and Northern Bahr al-Ghazal.

by Phil L. Nippert
 In the spring of 1989, the hard line 
Islamist National Islamic Front opposed the 
Khartoum government of Sadiq al-Mahdi’s 
reaching a peace deal with Southern Sudan 
rebels. Powerful officers in the army also 
opposed it, and after they seized power on 
June 30, 1989, the NIF made certain that the 
peace agreement with the SPLM didn’t hap-
pen, waived the constitution, made political 
parties illegal, and broke up parliament.
 “In scale there was no precedent for 
what now took place: thousands of public 
sector employees were dismissed; the 
diplomatic corps was shorn of professionals 
and women; by 1993, some 2,500 officers 
had reportedly been cahsiered; when judges 
protested politicization of the judiciary, 
scores were summarily discharged,” M.W. 
Daly wrote in the book Darfur’s Sorrow.
 Many dissenters were detained without 
trial, often being tortured in secret locations 
known as “ghost houses.” A secret commit-
tee led by NIF founder and internationally 
known Islamic scholar Hassan al-Turabi 
created the policy for the government 
publicly led by former Field Marshal and 
now Prime Minister Omar Bashir.
 Apostasy, armed robbery and adultery 
were all capital offenses under the new 
Islamic penal code created in the regime’s 
first years. Turabi also created the Popular 
Arab and Islamic Conference in reaction 
to the U.S. Armed forces’ presence in the 
Middle East during the first Gulf War. “A 
throng of militant groups were invited 
to inaugural conferences in Khartoum, 
effectively marking the start of the ‘war on 
America’ and its allies,” Martin Meredith 
wrote in The Fate of Africa, adding that 
Osama bin Laden, a close friend of Turabi’s, 
used his stay in Sudan from 1991 to 1996 to 
“incubate terrorist networks over a period 
of five years and to position his own group 
al-Qa’eda, at the center of jihad activity.”
 Backing Iraq in the first Gulf War 
(Iraq was a big weapons supplier to the 
regime) angered Saudi Arabia and some 
other regional states while the SPLA gained 
the advantage in the war. But the Islamist 
Khartoum regime’s primary international 
concern was spreading Islamist revolution, 
and they aided regime change in neighboring 
countries, with initial success. By aiding 
Chadian rebel Idriss Deby’s overthrow of 
Chadian leader Hissene Habre in December 
1990, they rid Darfur of armed Chadian 
rebels and gained an ally on their western 
border. And for helping the Ethiopian rebels 
who seized power from Mengistu Haile 
Miriam in May 1991, they gained allies in 
both Ethiopia and the new nation of Eritrea, 
and eliminated a major ally of the SPLA.
 Because until 1991 Ethiopia was a 
major supply and military support source, 
as well as a sanctuary for the Southern 
Sudanese rebels, who reciprocated by 
attacking not only Ethiopian rebels (who 
were closely allied with Khartoum) but 
also civilians thought to support them. 
There were also 400,000 South Sudanese 
refugees in Ethiopia who, once the Mengistu 
regime fell, were urgently evacuated by the 
SPLA and chased by murderous Ethiopian 
rebels (Chapter 20 of What is the What, 
Dave Eggers’ novel based on the life of 
Valentino Deng, recounts the massacre and 
evacuation of the Pinyudo refugee camp). 
But the areas to which the refugees returned 
had no relief to support them; southern 
Upper Nile and Jonglei States had suffered 
food shortages for the past three years, and 
Khartoum forbade the World Food Program 
from delivering any food to these places. 
And the U.S., wanting to see USSR ally 
Mengistu permanently defeated, also was 
an obstacle, “disputing the U.N.’s figures 
and proposing to divert relief aid to help 
stabilize the new Ethiopian government’s 
control over its provinces. The U.S. even 
floated a proposal that relief to the Sudanese 
returnees be cut off and all those who could 
not return to their homes should be required 
to return to Ethiopia as refugees,” Douglas 
H. Johnson wrote in The Root Causes of 
Sudan’s Civil Wars.”
 A few months after the fall of Mengistu, 
the SPLA/M split. There were several 
reasons: there was no way to air greivances 
in the high command, Garang tended to 

keep aloof and travel a lot, the terrain of 
South Sudan made centralized organization 
difficult, and the field commanders had 
almost free reign. By 1990, Garang knew 
the Ehtiopian regime’s days were numbered, 
and so wanted to try to take Juba, the capital 
of South Sudan in Bahr al Jabal State 
before his support from Mengistu ended. 
His opponents knew that if he got Juba, 
he would be much harder to overcome. 
And when Mengistu fell in May 1991, 
the Upper Nile forces were not only cut 
off from Ethiopian support, leaving them 
surrounded by Ethiopian rebels to the east, 
and Khartoum’s forces to the north (in Blue 
Nile State), northwest (in the Upper Nile 
State capital of Malakal) and from above 
(the Southern Sudanese returnees from the 
massacred Ethiopian refugee camps settled 
now around Nasir were vulnerable to air 
attack by Khartoum).
 Lam Akol, an SPLA field commander 
in Upper Nile State, decided that Garang 
should go, and sympathizers suggested he 
include Riek Machar, another commander 
in the same area, in the new leadership. This 
was important since Machar’s base in the 
southern Upper Nile town of Nasir placed 
him among his tribe, the Nuer, who were 
in displaced person camps near this town 
and the refugee camp in Gambela, Ethiopia. 
When the massive number of returnees from 
Ethiopia finally brought international agen-
cies to the area, the two commanders were 
able to speak through them to the outside 
world. And since the U.S. saw Garang as 
an ally of the USSR-backed Mengistu, and 
so sought to weaken him, Machar and Akol 
thought by removing Garang they could win 
U.S. support for the rebels, and certain U.S. 
government officials led them to believe it.
 By August 1991, the two rebel com-
manders had agreed to receive support 
from Khartoum, and the Nasir Coup was 
underway, with promises to create a more 
democratic SPLA/M, better respect for hu-
man rights, a prohibition on enlisting child 
soldiers, and to fight for the secession of 
Southern Sudan (the SPLA/M had fought 
for a secularization of the entire country). 
But only the Nuer forces in Upper Nile 
area followed their lead, while the Shilluk 
(Akol’s tribe) troops split between the fac-
tions, and Meban troops turned away from 
Akol to join the Garang-led rebels (now 
called the SPLA-Torit faction, after their 
headquarters in Southern Sudan’s Eastern 
Equatoria State).
 A few weeks later the two factions 
fought in the Ayod area of Jonglei State, 
with both sides attacking civilians thought 
to be supporting the opposition; setting in 
motion a series of attacks and counter attacks 
that culminated with Machar allowing his 
Nasir faction Nuer troops to massacre Dinka 
civilians in Bor and Kongor, not even order-
ing them to leave until Torit faction troops 
advanced again on these towns (and retook 
Bor); these human rights abuses alienated 
the international community, and the rest 
of the SPLA/M thought that SPLA- Nasir 
was simply defecting to the Khartoum side.
 And in December of 1991, Daoud 
Bolad, a Fur and former member of the 
Muslim Brotherhood endeavored to lead a 
group of Garang’s SPLA from South Sudan 
to the mountainous region of central Darfur 
(Jebel Marra, a long-time Fur stronghold), 
crossing Baggara Arab territory in the 
southern portion of the western Sudanese 
province. “Although Garang’s base was 
in the South, he was a strong advocate for 
national unity, arguing that the marginalized 
minorities of Sudan formed a majority, and 
so should be entitled to rule,” wrote Julie 
Flint and Alex de Waal in Darfur: A New 
History of a Long War.
 The rebel leader saw Bolad’s mission 
as a way to possibly bring the fight to Dar-
fur, and Bolad saw himself as the spark to 
ignite Fur outrage with decades of neglect 
and discrimination by successive Khartoum 
governments.
 And after its coup the National Islamic 
Front regime wasted no time in worsening 
the detrimental trends of the previous 
regimes in Darfur. In order to overthrow 
an unfriendly Chadian government, and 
to gain weapons with which to further 
bolster the Arab militias (which it officially 

recognized as paramilitary groups in late 
1989 in the Popular Defense Forces Act), 
it strengthened ties with Lybia.
 This was especially debilitating since 
Lybia had an Arab supremacist agenda, 
the NIF regime considered their brand 
of Islam synonymous with being Arab, 
and also because it emboldened Chadian 
rebels enough to provoke deep retaliatory 
invasions by the Chadian army into Darfur, 
which didn’t cease until December 1990 
when Idriss Deby siezed power. And in 1990 
yet another severe drought and famine was 
given scant attention by Khartoum, whose 
economic plans were causing hyperinflation 
and food hoarding, and whose foreign 
policies were driving away aid from both 
Arab and Western governments (although 
the U.S. won a standoff with Khartoum 
in getting it to finally allow food to 1990 
famine-affected Darfuris).
 By December 1991, Islamist hardliners 
in the current Khartoum regime (and also 
in its two predecessors: the transitional 
government after Nimairi’s downfall and the 
Third Parliamentary government of Sadiq 
al Mahdi) had armed Baggara Arabs from 
this region (and Kordofan) to form militias 
to fight against the South (the Murahaleen 
and the Fursan); these operated in the same 
way the janjaweed would on massive scale 
in Darfur a decade later.
 “In Bahr al-Ghazal in 1986-88, the 
Nuba Mountains in 1992-95, Upper Nile in 
1998-2003, and elsewhere on just a slightly 
smaller scale, militias supported by military 
intelligence and aerial bombardment 
attacked with relentless brutality. Scorched 
earth, massacre, pillage and rape were the 
norm, Flint and de Waal wrote.
 And it was in the southern Darfur area
that Fursan militia and government forces 
intercepted and defeated Bolad’s SPLA 
unit, and also gained a list of Bolad’s 
contacts, whom it also went after, setting 
back Darfurian resistance a decade (and 
inspiring the next wave of fighters).
 The NIF sought control at all costs 
right down to the local level, even as these 
actions pushed “non- Arab” Darfuris closer 
to revolt. In 1994, the region was split 

into the present-day states of Southern, 
Western and Northern Darfur, for the sake 
of splitting up the majority Fur electorate 
(which lived mostly in central Darfur), to 
reduce the power of the old provincial-level 
government, and to assign NIF supporters 
(usually Arabs) to even non-Arab areas. 
Native Administration was the modus 
operandi of local government.
 Also, all hereditary but unregistered 
claims to land were invalidated by reference 
to a land registration law originating with the 
Nimairi government. In West Darfur, which 
contains the homeland, or dar, of the Mas-
saleit, reaction to this policy came to a head 
when Chadian Arabs who had been displaced 
by drought and conflict and who had no say 
in local government there demanded rights 
based on their occupation of land. And in 
March 1995, the governor of West Darfur 
declared that Dar Massaleit would be split 
up into eight emirates, with seven given to 
the new arrivals which guaranteed that the 
Massaleit would be out-voted when it came 
time to elect a new sultan. Arabs began 
raiding more and more cattle, and Massaleit 
villages were attacked, with seven being 
destroyed in one day in June 1996. A peace 
negotiation in November in El Fasher only 
saw the mediators rule in favor of the Arab’s 
claim to land, and fighting in the Arab-
Massaleit War continued, with militias led 
by the new emirs joining in the fight. And in 
1999, General Muhammad Admad al-Dabi 
trained Arabs (non-Arabs were prohibited 
from enlisting) in South Darfur to fight as 
the Popular Defense Forces in Western 
Darfur; these militias, called janjawiid by 
the Massaleit, (a term which later referred 
to all Arab militias, foreign or Darfurian in 
origin), then attacked. “Thousands of Masalit 
[sic] were killed and tens of thousands put 
to flight, Darfur’s Sorrow reported.
 Massaleit men captured during this 
conflict were often forced to fight against 
the South in the government’s ongoing war 
with Garang’s SPLA/M, which had entered 
a whole new phase of destruction, caused 
by the split among their ranks.

(continued on page 5)
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 It fosters creativity. It has replaced the 
formerly individualistic internet with one-
size-fits-all monotony.
 As a Facebook user for about six 
months, I was still sizing up this elaborate 
medium, and was close to deciding the bad 
outweighed the good after I became the 
target of vitriolic ad hominem attacks over 
a civil liberties discussion that centered on 
racial profiling in airport security. You see, 
virtually everyone you know or work with 
can see you being ridiculed, vilified or, as 
in an unrelated posting, abused with vulgar 
language – often before you do.
 I was about to leave Facebook, but 
I reconsidered, partly because I began to 
like how postings from co-workers and 
supervisors were enlivening and humanizing 
my workplace. One in particular quickly led 
me to understand that Mr. Zuckerberg’s 
innovation, like life itself, can quickly go 
from distressing to divine.
 That’s where A comes in. I started read-
ing the postings of a lead who oversees my 
work at the telephone center where I have 
been employed for 11 years. She grew up 
in Henryville, Ind., about 30 miles from 
my hometown of New Albany, far enough 
that I assumed we went back together only 
as far as 2008, when we started working in 
the same bay.
 Then I saw a childhood picture of 
Shelly and several relatives, including one 
whose name, Kevin, was the same as that 
of a young girl who frequently visited – 
from Henryville, as I recall -- the next door 
neighbors of my grandparents.
 Then came the clincher. There they 
were in a photograph, with Shelly as a tot 
and Kevin a few years older, on the couch 
of two people who looked just like these 
neighbors. And they were described in the 
caption as “Grandma and Grandpa A.”
 That got my mental wheels turning. 
My grandparents’ neighbors were Mr. and 

Mrs. Andres, and the adults on the couch – 
particularly Grandma A – were dead ringers 
for them. Of course, all I had was an initial, 
but hey, that makes for a better mystery, 
which was solved by e-mails and talking 
the next day with Shelly.
 Yes, she and I had very possibly played 
together as children. As adults there at work 
that day, we engaged in a game of “Old 
Home Week,” sharing stories galore of what 
we suddenly knew was our occasionally 
shared turf – all thanks to an eclectic genius 
from Westchester.
  Zuckerberg, who at 26 won selection 
as Time magazine’s Person of the Year in 
December, now lives in the cyber-appropriate 
venue of Northern California, which, like the 
Atlantic Seaboard megalopolis of his roots, 
satisfies the criteria for “cutting-edge” that 
our grandparents’ modest neighborhood 
supposedly could not.
 Whereas Westchester and Palo Alto 
(Facebook’s hometown today) are among 
the elite places thought of as launching new 
waves in thinking, Kenwood Avenue in New 
Albany might too easily be dismissed as a 
place beyond the reach of these waves.
 The street our grandparents lived on 
was about rising early, working hard, bak-
ing persimmon pudding, mowing lawns, 
watching Gunsmoke and, oh yes, attending 
church – overwhelmingly not those of the 
social gospel.
 My grandmother, Olive Rodman, was 
a Methodist who firmly believed in eternal 
life, the Republican Party and families 
taking care of themselves.
 Those values predominated on Ken-
wood, despite the fact that federal initiatives 
such as the GI Bill, FHA loan guarantees and 
Social Security made the white wood-frame 
houses spring up like the neighborhoods’ 
elm trees. Meanwhile, New Deal farm 
programs and rural electrification filled the 

nearby Winn-Dixie, which, in turn, filled 
everyone’s tables.
 If the politics were heavily center-right 
and the ethnicity entirely Anglo-Saxon, 
there was a measure of diversity on the 
street. That was inter-church. The Andreses 
were Catholic. Truth is, our Grandma’s 
zealous belief in the doctrines of her United 
Methodism precluded her from exploring 
another denomination, even with people she 
liked as much as Mary and Hubert Andres.
 It was more pride than prejudice. In 
the 1950s, that was the way of a nation not 
yet embracing ecumenical relations and not 
able to fathom multiculturalism.
 In neighborhoods like Kenwood Ave-
nue, everyone knew religion and politics were 
the two subjects never to be discussed if the 
good fences that make good neighbors were 
to be maintained. Every other topic brought 
the Rodmans and the Andreses together. Our 
grandfathers were both self-employed. Their 
wives could bake up a storm and loved doting 
on Shelly’s and my generation.
 And oh, how they all delighted in the 
rambunctious squirrels, (my grandmother 
actually used to feed one of them peanuts, her 
hand to its mouth) and took solace from the 
cooing of doves on quiet, breezy afternoons.
 As we grew into our late teens, my 
then retired electrician and community 
activist grandfather, Charles V. Rodman, 
grudgingly gave up much of his physical 
mobility, though he tenaciously held on, 
into his 80s, to as quality a life as possible, 
in the tradition of our very German family, 
who were descended from immigrants from 
Baden-Baden named Rottman.
 The goodness of neighbors like the 
Andreses becomes even more important 
when your grandparents need checking on. 
They became even closer.
 Still, the religious difference was there. 
And although it must be said that Grandpa 

didn’t live to see it bridged, his death in 
December 1980 quickly built the span.
 During my grandmother’s hour of need 
just after her husband of 57 years died, Mrs. 
Andres came to her and suggested something 
simple, thoughtful and remarkably bold. She 
asked if Grandma would like her church to 
offer a Mass for Grandpa – specifically a 
“Mass Intention,” a Catholic practice done 
for the soul of someone who has died.
 Relatives have told me that our 
grandma, to whom such a blending of 
faiths would for all her life until then have 
represented disorder, even impurity, on this 
day said simply, “Yes, that would be nice.”
 Those words, and the untroubled way in 
which she said them were simply revolutionary. 
What a wonderful culmination of a friend-
ship and an ideally fitting way to remember 
my grandfather, an easygoing man far more 
spiritual than dogmatic who always would 
have welcomed such an interchurch gesture.
 The world will not remember that 
day on Kenwood Avenue. No Time cover 
will record it. No cutting edge technology 
resulted. But two families steeped in their 
own traditions showed how change comes 
without wrecking those traditions at all.
 We have so far to go before we bridge 
the many remaining differences dividing, 
sometimes bleeding our world. We often 
despair at the role of sectarian religion in 
worsening this strife.
 As a pacifist, however, I will always 
take comfort in the story of two grand-
mothers seemingly as far as possible from 
the front lines of their century’s signature 
movement for brother and sisterhood who 
in a time of life’s greatest sadness, coura-
geously reached beyond their boundaries 
and pointed the way to peace.

 Contact George Morrison 
at klm86@att.net.

Two grandmothers unite (continued from page 1)

Volunteer calendar editor needed to prepare 
Calendar for Peacemakers on page 8 of each FORsooth.
You’ll need an internet-access computer, but we will give you complete training.

Unpaid position, but the Spiritual dividends vast!
Contact Jean Edwards, EdwardsFOR@Bellsouth.net, or 458-8056

Data-savvy volunteer sought to help the Louisville FOR
 The Louisville chapter is seeking a data management technician to produce a master 
database of FOR members and FORsooth subscribers, including their e-mail addresses.
 Experience with Excel or Numbers required, familiarity with other database 
programs desired.
 For more information, contact chapter steering committee co-chairperson Peter 
Fosl at pfosl@transy.edu.

George Edwards a first

 With the passing of George Edwards, 
the peace and justice movement in 
Louisville has lost one of its most 
persistent, consistent, and fiercely love-
motivated voices for a better world.   
 I was six when I first heard George 
speak, at a gathering against the Vietnam 
War outside the old federal building on 
Broadway.  And what a voice it was.  For 
over half a century, when it came to war, 
exploitation, Occupation, discrimination, 
inequity--each and every one of the various 
hypocrisies of US democracy--his booming 
bass of a preacher’s voice was never silent.

 And in the early-80s, when there were 
very few who would stand up for rights of 
one of Louisville’s most despised minorities, 
where some would brandish “God Hates 
Gays” signs at City Hall rallies, the Rev. 
George Edwards was a first in what would 
take decades to become a community of 
straight-but-not-narrows who support 
equality for all.
 George was a justice teacher and a peace 
preacher.  He was a conscientious objector, 
and war tax resister, a human rights advocate, 
a challenger of police abuse, and a marcher 
for equality for all.  He believed in working, 
writing, speaking, and loving us toward an 
America that would not plunder the nations 
of the world and wage wars that savage their 
people and our own.  An America that did not, 
as Martin Luther King Jr. stated, spend more 
on weapons of destruction than on tools of 
moral uplift.  An America where all people 
are treated with dignity and protected from 
discrimination, and where none face abuse 
by those more powerful.
 Indeed, George believed in an America 
that continues to elude us:  an improbable, 
but absolutely necessary America that 
can only be achieved if we work for 
it.  We can, cradled ever in the example 
of George’s gift of himself, to all of us. 

Carla Wallace
Louisville

The vital component
 I am so disappointed to hear that George 
Morrison is quitting his duties as editor (after 
the March 2011 issue). I was enjoying more 
and more his column of Just Ideas and, as 
Joni Mitchell might sing, “You don’t know 
what you got till it’s gone!”
 When George’s peremptory and gra-
cious announcement of his decision reached 
me, I was stunned. I had not realized how 
vital a component of FORsooth, unquestion-
ably the vital component, George is. We need 
to convince George not to leave FORsooth.
 

Tracy McLellan, Chicago, Ill.

Fostering compassion
Dear George Morrison:

 We’ve not met, though I occasionally see you at the Highlands Kroger and am tempted 
to interrupt what you’re doing to say what I’ll now say in this email: Thank you for your 
devotion to the cause of peace and justice in the world, and in particular how you have used 
your intelligence and skills to foster a community of compassion and action here in Louisville.
 Your work has created results in ways and in places that you don’t even know, which 
is one of the mysteries of life. And it will continue to do so after the baton (or red pen or 
whatever editors use) is passed to the next editor.
 May you feel a humble yet deep sense of accomplishment at having been an instrument 
of peace.

Joseph Phelps, Highland Baptist Church

years old when I was arrested. She is now 
ten. After my arrest she began going to the 
Friday demonstrations in our village. She 
always carries a picture of me in her arms. 
The adults try to look after her but I still 
worry for my little girl.
 I wish that she could enjoy her 
childhood like other children, that she could 
be studying and playing with her friends. 
But through the walls and barbed wire that 
separates us I hear my daughter’s message 
to me, saying: “Baba, they cannot stop us. 

Message (continued from page 2)

 Editor’s note: Not leave? And miss 
having all this praise lavished on me? 
Actually, Tracy will be glad to know I 
do plan to keep submitting my Just Ideas 
column, although it will be subject to a 
higher standard. It will no longer be written 
by the newspaper’s editor, therefore it won’t 
automatically run – which will prompt me 
to make it even better.

If they take you away, we will take your 
place and continue to struggle for justice.”
 This is the message that I want to 
bring you today. From beyond the walls, 
the barbed wire, and the prison bars that 
separate Palestinians and Israelis.

Abdallah Abu Rahmah

 Russ Greenleaf is an activist with 
Jewish Voice for Peace.
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 In 1992, Khartoum was on the offensive, 
even attacking their own Southern soldiers 
when Juba was briefly lost to the rebels. 
Garang’s SPLA now got supplies by way 
of Uganda to the south, and in retaliation 
for this Kharoutm backed the notorious 
Ugandan rebel group known as the Lord’s 
Resistance Army, which helped to disrupt 
the flow of these supplies and also aid for the 
refugee camps on both sides of the border. 
The SPLA fought the government and sought 
to section off the various sections of SPLA-
Nasir (which renamed itself SPLA-United 
in 1993) and also attack it; and by the end 
of 1994, Garang’s forces broke Khartoum’s 
winning streak. Also, things improved for 
the Southern rebels with the end of the Cold 
War (at the beginning of 1992 when the 
USSR dissolved), and the beginning of a 
new American presidential administration 
more critical of Khartoum’s actions in 1993.
 But the war continued to devastate 
civilians. Bahr al-Ghazal suffered a wave of 
militia attacks (violating a rebel-Khartoum 
ceasefire) and a famine in the late 1990s, 
and rebels were unable to stop either one. 
SPLA-United forced civilians into crowds 
around their bases in Jonglei State to trick 
aid groups into sending them food to their 
camps in Ayod, Kongor and Yuai, which 
together they called the “hunger triangle.” 
Both SPLA factions encouraged civilians to 
participate in attacks, and fighting between 

and within tribes resulted.
 SPLA-United only made the Nuer 
Civil War worse, with: leader Riek Machar 
ignoring complaints raised by various Nuer 
groups in 1992; fighting amongst Nuer 
SPLA-United troops; fighting between 
Lou and Jikany Nuer in 1994 destroying 
the towns of Nasir and Ulang and killing 
1,200 people; a peace conference in 1994 in 
which Riek Machar failed to carry out the 
terms of peace set by the opposing sides; 
and the resumption of conflict that basically 
broke up SPLA-United (renamed the South 
Sudan Independence Movement/Army).
 Several events helped Khartoum during 
the last half of the 90s. It sought to pacify 
Southerners under its control with its “Peace 
From Within” strategy long enough to get 
the oil fields of South Sudan up and running, 
which it finally did in 1999 after using 
the Nuer civil war to distract potentially 
threatening forces near the Bentiu oil 
fields area of Unity State. The resulting 
oil production led to investment by many 
Western governments, particularly from 
the European Union. And when it sought 
to protect itself from American opposition 
after the September 11 attacks by becoming 
an intelligence resource for the U.S. in its 
“War on Terror,” the NIF regime found that 
Washington had warmed to it somewhat.
 But in 1999, Bashir removed Hassan 
al-Turabi from government after he had 

accumulated too much power to be safe 
and his plans to spread Islamist revolution 
to other countries had backfired (with 
Sudan working against the governments 
of Eritrea, Egypt, Uganda and Ethiopia by 
the end of 1994 alone, and even attempting 
to assassinate Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in June 1995 in Addis Ababa). 
With Turabi went a good deal of Islamist 
support. For this reason, fear of American 
actions against it after September 11 and 
also to gain international respectability 
and investment to help pay its debt of $22 
billion, Bashir and Vice President Ali Osman 
Taha in 2001 decided to participate in peace 
negotiations with the South.
 The Bush Administration revived the 
peace process, and it was decided that 
Kenya would lead the proceedings while 
Western governments provided technical 
and diplomatic support. And after the ground 
rules were approved by the signing of the 
Machokos Protocol on July 20, 2002, and 
subsequent disruptions due to both sides 
continuing their civil war, Ali Osman 
Taha began meeting with John Garang 
in Naivasha, Kenya in September 2003. 
Western powers were very careful not to 
bring up the massive but relatively new 
Darfur conflict during the Naivasha peace 
negotiations so as not to derail what they 
hoped was an impending end to the civil 
war in the South (Khartoum had warned 

them that it would slow down or even quit 
the negotiations if anyone made Darfur an 
issue). And so over the next 16 months, a 
deal was created, which allowed for: limited 
autonomy for Blue Nile, Nuba Mountains 
and Southern Kordofan; a period of power 
sharing in the central government for six 
years, after which time the South would vote 
whether or not to become independent; a 
specific formula for distributing central and 
state-level government positions; the with-
drawal from the South of Northern forces; 
the creation of Joint Integrated Units made 
up evenly of troops from both sides to be 
stationed in Khartoum; a national election; 
an even split of the profits from Southern 
oil fields; and an appointment of Garang as 
First Vice President, with Taha being the 
Second. These terms were made official 
when the Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
was signed on January 9, 2005, by which 
time the region-wide genocidal rampage that 
had raged in Darfur since 2002 had killed 
over 190,000 Darfuri civilians (Eric Reeves, 
“Quantifying Genocide: Darfur Mortality 
Update, August 6, 2010”, posted this on his 
website at www.sudanreeves.org).

 The writer, of Louisville, is an activist 
with the Kentuckiana Interfaith Task Force 
on Darfur. Next month: a piece on the 
referendum in the south designed to settle 
the conflict there.

Strife ravages Sudan (continued from page 3)

Four factors divide meeting a need from feeding greed
 Note:  I am privileged to turn this entire 
column over to Francis Sandy Eaton. Sandy 
is a registered nurse from Massachusetts, 
active in healthcare reform and progressive 
politics for many years, currently serving 
as chair of the Legislative Council of the 
National Nurses United.  Please send any 
comments on this column to me, and I will 
forward to Sandy.

Labor & Healthcare Justice
by Francis Sandy Eaton
 The working class is under attack on all 
fronts, including health care. While decent, 
affordable housing is snatched away through 
foreclosures and the removal of HUD 
subsidies from 30-year-old projects, while 
quality, affordable education is undermined 
through standardized testing, attacks on 
teachers and their unions, and slashing of 
budgets as tax cuts are pushed by most 
politicians, while employment prospects 
dim in this jobless recovery as the richest 
grow yet fatter at the expense of the rest of 
us, we still see healthcare justice as remote 
and fading, without organized resistance 
and countermeasures.
 But there is organized resistance and 
a growing movement to drive the money-
changers out of the temple of health care. 
First, what do I mean by healthcare justice? 
I see four factors that must be addressed at 
the same time: access, affordability, quality 
and equality.
 Access: Can you get the health services 
you need in the most appropriate setting? 
Even when current legislation is fully 
enacted, over the next decade, we will still 
have tens of millions of people in the U.S. 
without coverage.
 Affordability: Can you access needed 
health services without going bankrupt or 
depriving yourself or your family of other life 
necessities, like food and rent? Medical debt 
remains the single greatest cause of personal 
bankruptcy, and healthcare costs are driving 
more municipalities toward insolvency.
 Quality: What are your chances of 
surviving an encounter with our current 

healthcare system? While an estimated 
40,000 people in this country die each year 
from lack of health insurance, 98,000 die 
each year unnecessarily in our hospitals 
from preventable infections, injuries and 
other complications.
 Equality: Do you, your family or your 
community experience special barriers to 
needed care? Mass-Care, the Massachusetts 
Campaign for Single Payer Health Care, 
recently sponsored a study comparing 
current health outcomes in Boston’s poor 
and predominantly African-American com-
munity of Roxbury with those in the 1970s, 
without finding significant improvement 
despite official commissions and scads of 
discussion of diversity and disparities.
 Over the last several years, we have seen 
considerable discussion and political action, 
at the state and national levels, regarding 
changes to our grossly unjust and inefficient 
healthcare system. While the profiteers with 
their priorities emerged unbowed and em-
boldened, a kernel of hope has been planted 
which promises to grow into a formidable 
force for fundamental change.
 Resolution 34 of the September 
2009 AFL-CIO convention in Pittsburgh 
proclaimed a goal of a national social 
health insurance program, single payer. 
This resolution was the result of 70 pro-
single-payer resolutions submitted in the 
pre-convention period, more resolutions on 
one issue than ever before in the history of 
the AFL-CIO. The steady growth of Labor’s 
commitment to fundamental healthcare 
change grew from the work of the All-
Unions Committee for Single Payer Health 

Care-H.R.676, organized by Kay Tillow 
from Louisville, Ky.
 By the time the national debate over 
health care took off early in 2009, nearly 600 
labor organizations in 49 states had already 
endorsed the Medicare for All bill, H.R. 676, 
which had been submitted to Congress by 
Representatives John Conyers of Michigan 
and Dennis Kucinich of Ohio, among others. 
Thirty-nine state labor federations, 135 
central labor councils and 22 national and 
international unions stood up to be counted.
 To deepen and mobilize this sentiment, 
the Labor Campaign for Single Payer was 
organized in Saint Louis in January of that 
year. This coalition set as its first goal the 
adoption of Medicare for All as a strategic 
goal of organized labor.
 Following the 2010 enactment of the 
limited federal reform, and in the wake of the 
2010 elections, the pendulum has swung to 
the states. Among the contradictory results of 
the November elections, three states elected 
governors advocating or open to state-based 
single-payer efforts: Vermont, California and 
Hawaii. Unions in Vermont and the Vermont 
Workers Center, an affiliate of Jobs with 
Justice, provide the solid backbone of the 
movement for health care as a human right 
in the Green Mountain State.
 Unions representing those who work in 
health care tend to be particularly involved 
in the refashioning of their industry. In 
December 2009, after several prior attempts, 
a new national nurses’ union took shape 
as National Nurses United. It was created 
through the coming together of the California 
Nurses Association and its National 
Nurses Organizing Committee (which 
includes nurses associations in Maine and 
Pennsylvania), the Massachusetts Nurses 
Association, and the United American 
Nurses, once the collective bargaining sector 
of the American Nurses Association, which 
includes nurses associations in Minnesota, 
Michigan, D.C. and Kentucky, as well as 
RNs in twenty-two VA hospitals.
 The NNU at the outset represented 
over 150,000 nurses and one of its founding 
principles is the creation of a national, 
single-payer system of health care. Other 

independent nurses’ unions have since 
affiliated. New organizing efforts in 
Missouri, Texas and Florida have led to 
NNU’s current size of 160,000 members.
 On the healthcare quality front, the 
California Nurses Association led the fight 
against the hospital industry and Governor 
Schwarzenegger in enacting and defending 
the nation’s first enforceable limit to the 
number of patients a nurse may be required 
to care for at one time, thereby greatly 
reducing the risk of injury and death in 
the hospital setting. This necessary patient 
protection has become the overarching 
goal of nurses across the country, working 
at the state and federal level, and through 
collective bargaining.
 In the spring of 2010, nurses in the 
Twin Cities area of Minnesota engaged in 
the largest nurses’ strike in the history of the 
country in an attempt to establish enforce-
able safe staffing standards. One thousand 
nurses and 500 allied professionals suc-
cessfully struck Temple University Medical 
Center in Philadelphia for 28 days to block 
the administration’s attempt to impose a 
gag rule, which would have prevented them 
from advocating for their patients in the 
healthcare assembly line. More recently, 
nurses in Bangor, Me. undertook a one-
day strike, preceded by a two-day lockout, 
pressing their case for a reasonable, safe 
limit to their patient assignments.
 Nationally, from for-profit hospital 
corporations to insurance and pharmaceutical 
outfits, the fight over healthcare intensifies. 
All the furor we’ve witnessed in recent years 
over healthcare reform is but a prelude to the 
battles ahead, since the basic injustice of a 
healthcare system driven by the marketplace 
and corporate greed tramples the human 
need for this vital social service.

 Contact Ira Grupper at 
irag@iglou.com.

Correction
 Due to an editing error, the 
word “things” was inadvertently 
deleted from a sentence in the fourth 
paragraph of Ira Grupper’s Labor 
Paeans column on page four of the 
December-January FORsooth.
 The sentence, which was sent 
correctly by Ira Grupper to FORsooth, 
should have read: “Well, truth be 
known, there are, indeed, things 
happening.”
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The key to peace in the Middle East
Support a Two-State Solution to 

End the Israeli/Palestinian Conflict

VIGIL FOR PEACE
Every Friday, 12 Noon – 1:00 PM
Corner of 6th Street & Broadway 
Louisville, Kentucky

Louisville Committee for Israeli/Palestinian States (502.451.5658) www.louisvillepeace.org/twostates.html
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR)/Louisville Chapter (502.458.8056) www.louisville-for.org

American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC) /Kentucky Chapter (502.893.9828) www.adckentucky.com

Fair Trade store purveys 
hope and crafts
by Ike M. Thacker
 The Frankfort Avenue store Just 
Creations – as do about 70 to 100 similar 
Fair Trade establishments across the nation – 
doesn’t just sell their creations, but purveys 
hope to untold thousands of developing-
world artisans, executive director Joan Frisz 
and education coordinator Sandra Crismon 
told the Third Thursday Lunch Nov. 18.
 Frisz told the audience in the monthly 
FOR- and Interfaith Paths to Peace-spon-
sored lunch that store organizers even get 
to go to places like Peru, as she did for 
11 days in August 2010, and see the good 
they do.  Hers and Crismon’s presentation, 
occasioned in part by a recent series of ar-
ticles in FORsooth that coincided with Just 
Creations’ 20-year anniversary, began with 
some sights and musical sounds from South 
America, and continued with more informa-
tion from the trip, which was sponsored by 
Partners for Just Trade with help from its 
“link” in Peru called Bridge of Hope.
 Frisz spoke of one jewelers’ cooperative 
whose workers had worked 14 to 16 hours 
a day for $75 a month before they joined a 
Fair Trade artisan cooperative, and whose 
sales went up 500 percent after training by 
a U.S. jeweler.  She and Crismon also spoke 
of the work of an association of artisans in 
Peru called Ichimay Wari which had done 
much good for its members; and of a sort of 
umbrella group called Manos Amigas there, 
which works with 87 artisan groups, some 
52 of which are in the capital, Lima.  In one 
of those groups, in addition to improved 
working conditions and hours, the speakers 
said, the average wage for constructers 
has increased to $400 per month, and for 
polishers and finishers to $250.

 Still, Frisz conceded, there can be 
problems.  Common challenges include 
quality control; pricing and valuing time 
(how do you bill time spent both doing 
artisan work and tending chickens?); and 
market development, a field in which the 
artisans simply are not trained.
 But Fair Trade—as distinguished from 
“free” trade—nonetheless does have much 
value, they said.  Some areas they cited in 
which this is true include:
• Improving lives, homes and education of 

involved artisans.
• Improving the quality of the materials 

used to create products.
• Fair wages.
• Training in design and bookkeeping for 

the artisans.
• Rebuilding trust, respect, and dignity.
• The artisans learning to work together in 

a community.
 Frisz said that while there are certainly 
challenges in implementing the good that 
Fair Trade can achieve through nonprofit 
organizations like Just Creations -- some-
times, for example, you get “$82 mittens” 
based on what the producers say went into 
making something -- it is very rewarding 
work not only for the artisans in the more 
than 45 countries from which wares are of-
fered at Just Creations, but for their friends 
“stateside” as well.

 Ike M. Thacker is an advocate for 
political, social, and economic democracy.  
He focuses especially on housing issues. 

One last Christmas message: non-rich need help most

On a Mother’s 
January Death
She was gold.
God, it’s cold.

Ike M. Thacker
January 2011

by Ike M. Thacker
 Touche’, Bob Herbert! (“Get Ready 
for a GOP Rerun,” January 4, p. A21, New 
York Time, New York edition).
 The tax cut/unemployment benefit 
compromise that started our lame-
duck Christmas “miracle” was and is 
fundamentally flawed. It is in its essence 
Republican, and as Herbert pointed out, 
“The fundamental mission of the GOP is 
to shovel ever more money to those who 
are already rich.”
 In the political blather generated 
largely by the elephant party concerning 
the agreement, some very basic facts have 
been largely overlooked: 
 The tax cut costs the budget, by the most 
conservative estimates, more than six times 
what the extension of the unemployment 
benefits does. It’s at least $360 billion for 
the former, while the latter costs only $56.5 
billion. If Republicans really wanted to be 
“responsible” and “fund” the extension of 
unemployment benefits, they had only to 
give up less than 16 percent of their tax 

cut—a much smaller proportion than the 
25 percent of it that goes to the wealthiest 
one percent of taxpayers.
 The rich don’t need a tax cut anyway. 
In real terms, the income of the top one 
percent of Americans has tripled in the past 
quarter-century, while Ronald Reagan’s 
own budget director David Stockman says 
that the wealth of the top five percent of 
Americans has quintupled from $8 trillion 
(already obscene) in 1985 to $40 trillion in 
2007! That’s more than $2.5 million per very 
rich person (not family). Even Stockman is 
against cutting taxes for the wealthy. How 
can those wealthy maintain self-respect and 
even ask?
 The rest of us need even more help. 
Despite the fact that the overall productive 
capacity of the U.S. economy has more than 
doubled since 1973, only the top ten percent 
of Americans have seen their real incomes 
increase---substantially, as we just saw. The 
other 275 million or so people in this country 
have seen stagnation or actual decline for 
more than 35 years! Not surprising, thanks 
to the “leadership” of what Herbert called, 

“the party that has mastered the art of taking 
from the poor and the middle class and 
giving to the rich” for much of that time, 
and of mostly “moderate” Democrats for 
the rest of it (at least until 2009).
 The unemployed, especially, did 
desperately need the help they got, and 
should get that help for at least the two 
years of the tax cut instead of only 13 
months. Nobel-prize-winning economist 
Paul Krugman has documented that we 
currently have the worst economy since the 
Great Depression, with five job-seekers for 
every available job and the average length 
of unemployment two months longer than 
the 26 weeks of benefits provided by states. 
Without further federal help, some seven 
million U.S. workers will be cut off from 
their main or only source of income at the 
end of 2011. What about those “other” four 
out of five job-seekers?
 Under the Republican-Obama 
agreement, the working poor actually get 
a tax increase because the one-year, two-
percent reduction in the Social-Security 
payroll tax is more than offset by the fact 

that the Making Work Pay Credit of 2008-
2009, which allowed $400 for individuals 
and $800 for couples with incomes up to 
$20,000/$40,000, is not to be continued.
 So…. Scrooge-like, our leaders 
substantially cut taxes for the very rich while 
actually raising them for the working poor! 
This situation cries out for rectification in 
the belated Dickensian Christmas spirit. One 
might invoke also the hopeful Civil-Wartime 
words of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, 
which have been turned into one of the 
well-known carols of which they sing:

 I heard the bells on Christmas Day
 Their old familiar carols play.
 And wild and sweet,
 The words repeat of,
 “Peace on Earth,
 Goodwill to men.” (and women, 
  even the working poor).

 Ike M. Thacker is ad advocate for 
political, social and economic democracy. 
He focuses especially on housing issues.

February 17 Marissa Castellano 
Marissa Castellano is Program Manager of Kentucky Rescue and Restore Victims of 
Human Trafficking, a Catholic Charities program.  She will discuss how this slavery 
continues Bin our restaurants, in hotels, in sex venues, in sports arenas and in our 
neighborhoods and homes. Do we know how to recognize it?  Do we know how to report it?  
Do we know what we can do to address this horrendous practice?  Marissa will answer these 
important questions about this fast growing criminal industry. 

March 17 Fr. Jim Flynn 
Óscar Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador, was assassinated in El Salvador on March 24, 
1980. In 2009, Father Jim Flynn, longtime advocate for those who are poor and 
marginalized in Central America, traveled to El Salvador to visit places made holy by the 
sacrifice of Romero and other martyrs, including the four women religious, the six Jesuits, 
and Father Rutilio Grande. He will share a PowerPoint presentation of his trip. 

April 21 
 

Mark Johnson 
Mark Johnson, national Executive Director of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, will 
discuss how the Antiwar Demonstrations of April 9, 2011, in New York City and San 
Francisco tested the antiwar movement’s efforts to rally the public in continuing opposition 
to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. As of early January, the April 9 events had already been 
endorsed by 300 organizations and individuals across a broad political, economic, ethnic and 
religious spectrum. http://nepajac.org/Apri9Endorse.htm  Johnson will reflect on lessons 
from the April 9 campaign and how it fits into FOR’s Campaign to Demilitarize Life and 
Land at the national and local level. 

May 19 Terry Taylor 
Iran: Up Close and Personal.  A report from Terry Taylor, Executive Director of 
Louisville’s Interfaith Paths to Peace, about his trip to Iran in November of 2010 as part of 
a ten•person Citizen Diplomacy team sponsored by the national Fellowship of 
Reconciliation. Terry will present reflections on Iran's history, demography and geography 
that can help us better understand Iran (and Iranians). He will also offer suggestions about 
how the U.S. can more effectively negotiate with leaders of the Islamic Republic. 

  
  

presented by the 

Fellowship of Reconciliation 
& Interfaith Paths to Peace 

February to May 2011 

Third Thursday Lunches 

The Rudyard Kipling • 422 West Oak Street • Louisville 
Buffet Lunch at 11:30 • Presentations at Noon • $6.00 

For reservations, call Jean Edwards (458-8056), 
e-mail EdwardsFOR@bellsouth.net or 

Cathy Ford (458-1223), FordHoff@bellsouth.net 
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OUT OF TOWN
LATIN AMERICA SOLIDARITY CONFERENCE. April 8-11, 2011. Washington, D.C. 

Sponsored by the Latin America Solidarity Coalition. For more information, visit: www.
lasolidarity.org.

UNITED NATIONAL ANTIWAR COMMITTEE--NATIONAL CALL TO ACTION. 
April 9, 2011. Demonstrations in San Francisco and New York. For more information, 
visit: www.nationalpeaceconference.org. 

F.O.R. DELEGATION TO IRAN: May 1-15, 2011. For more information, call 518-421-
4918 or email iran@forusa.org.

Calendar (continued from back page)

CATCHING UP 
WITH MARIAN 
ZIEBELL
 We’ve been out of touch since early 
December because of combining the 
December and January issues of FORsooth. 
A number of things need to be brought to 
our attention. We have news from MARIAN 
ZIEBELL. We miss her choral concerts! 
And those who knew her through the 
Hiroshima committee find her chair empty. 
At my request she has sent an update in 
which, among other topics, she waxes 
eloquent about the Uplands Retirement 
Community of about 330 persons where she now lives in Pleasant Hill, Tennessee, about 
ten miles from Crossville, and half way between Nashville and Knoxville, Tennessee, on 
I-40. Marian wants to share with us all of the wonders of her new community, and she invites 
everyone to COME AND VISIT!
 Before moving there she designed and built her two room/two bathroom home. From 
her deck she looks out through pine trees to a small lake. Many of the members are retired 
clergy, physicians, and educators who worked in Asia, Africa and elsewhere. Marian also 
speaks of a splendid new facility for those needing care. It avoids the long corridors typical 
of nursing homes. Instead four “hearths” were created so that each building has its own 
nurse station, food service, sofas around a fireplace, TV, patio garden, and piano. 
 Marian mentions enjoying conversations with long-time FOR members, Mike and 
Emerson Abts. Also she appreciates the Pleasant Hill Community United Church of Christ 
with some 275 members. On HIROSHIMA DAY last August 6, about 40 of the church 
members maintained a silent vigil on the lawn of the Crossville Courthouse. Wearing sackcloth 
and ashes, they stood silently beside clear, simple posters that read: FROM HIROSHIMA 
TO AFGHANISTAN, STOP THE KILLING. Some drivers honked in agreement; but one 
woman screamed “Traitors.”
 Marian continues, “A new friend at Uplands, Chris Gulick, accompanied me to Week 
Four at LAKE CHATAQUA near Erie, Pennsylvania where the theme was Nuclear 
Disarmament and Nuclear Power. In daily lectures national leaders such as Duke Energy 
Chief Executive Officer, aPaul Anderson, offered information on statistics, dangers and 
laws. Music, art, religion, current events, recreation and natural beauty are all part of the 
experience at Charaqua.. There are over a dozen church houses, including Unitarian and 
Jewish, offering worship, lodging and places to prepare and eat meals. The variety of 
inspiration and fun opportunities included La Bohene, Norma, Oak Ridge Boys, Amadeus 
and You Can’t Take It With You. 
 “Every month one or two carloads of people from Uplands go to Oak Ridge, about 85 
miles away, to stand with the vigil protesting the continued construction of nuclear bombs. 
OREPA (The Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance) focuses on the Y-12 Nuclear Weap-
ons Plant advocating US adherence to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and to Article 
VI of the US Constitution. My dear friends, Martha and Dick Lammers, are here, retired 
UCC missionaries to Japan and active in Hiroshima events. Some years ago they recruited 
me to teach in Morioka, Japan where I came in contact with traditional Japanese art, music 
and tradition that impressed me deeply. I was able to take part in sitting Zen at a temple. 
 “Some time ago John Dominick Crossan spent a weekend here under sponsorship 
of the local Shalom Institute. His visit resulted in a desire for our church study group to 
explore the meaning of EMPIRE with six sessions on the book of Jeremiah. Crossan, a 
New Testament scholar, says that at the heart of the Bible is a moral and ethical call to fight 
unjust superpowers, whether they are Babylon, Rome, or even America.
 “The Peace Committee here joined with the Social Action Committee in a yearlong 
focus on IMMIGRATION. Many MEXICANS are employed nearby at a huge Purdue 
packing plant at Monterey, Tennessee. Our study included research on the issue, starting a 
Spanish language class at Uplands and attending worship several times at a Latino Methodist 
church in Crossville. In my music job at Monterey United Methodist Church, I make use 
of lovely Latino hymns from the newer church hymnals. 
 “PLEASANT HILL COMMUNITY UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, through 
offering a thoughtful contemporary approach to Bible and theology, attracts those who are 
not comfortable in some of the traditional parishes of the region. Yet the message of this 
church here in the Bible Belt is not bland or vague. The fine pastor, on a recent Sunday, 
recognized the importance of Twelve Step programs as well as the program of recovery 
offered by the Christian Church for many years with a basis in tradition, history, scripture 
and doctrine. Membership is growing and recently voted to expand our building.
 Members are active in an amazing number of organizations, some of which they founded 
themselves , such as: PFLAG, VORP (Victim/Offender Reconciliation Program), ACAT 
(American Committee Against Torture), The Grab (used clothing),Avalon Center (for victims 
of abuse), Good Samaritan Thrift Shop. Volunteers are busy at Cumberland County Playhouse, 
school tutoring, County Band and County Chorus, Community Supported Agriculture, 
Church Women United, Pleasant Hill Academy Museum, and other organizations.
 I also attend the Unitarian-Universalist group of about 18 people. Last year we wrote 
a letter of support to those planning the Islamic Center in Murfreesboro, Tennessee.
 “The stories of four CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS who retired at Uplands were 
included in the book Men of Peace: World War II Conscientious Objectors (2010), edited 
by Mary R. Hopkins. Chris Gulick of Uplands wrote the stories of these four: Charlie Lord, 
Walter Stark, Len Stark and Phil Thomforde. You can imagine the richness such men have 
added to our community life. Two are still alive. The 32 conscientious objectors in Hopkins’ 
book are categorized as ‘led by conscience, social workers, ministers, academics, hard timers, 
movers and shakers, philosophers and mystics’. 
 “Sad to say, a HISTORY OF STRONG KKK ACTIVITY in Cumberland County 
discourages people of color. A new African American friend in Sparta, Tennessee, told me, 
‘I know where I can go in Crossville and where I can’t go.’ This is surprising and distressing 
in 2011.
 “My music life continues as accompanist at Monterey United Methodist Church. This 
happy church has a strong and loyal choir. It recently agreed to house a community pre-
school and enjoys musical participation of some students in Tennessee Tech at Cookville.
 “PLEASANT HILL ACADEMY was established in 1885 through a request from a 
local woman who went to Boston to ask for a teacher for her children from the American 
Missionary Association (AMA). This organization developed among abolitionists and 
others after they came together in a committee liberating slaves from the ship Amistad. The 
AMA is part of the history of the United Church of Christ.
 COME AND VISIT. My address is: Uplands Retirement Village, Pleasant Hill TN, 
38578. Telephone: 1/931-277-5366. E-mail mbziebell@frontier.com

ALI OFFICIALLY DROPS THE 
DEATH PENALTY
 Now that the American Law Institute (ALI) has officially withdrawn capital punishment 
from its Model Penal Code, after concluding that it is hopelessly flawed and broken beyond 
repair, many of the nation’s newspapers’ and magazines’ editorial boards and op-ed writers 
are applauding ALI’s action, and calling for the death penalty to end. The writers recognize 
that without the backing of ALI -- the leading U.S. independent legal organization comprised 
of 4,000 attorneys, judges and law professors -- death penalty states’ justifications for main-
taining the punishment weaken. (From “Abolition Times.” Contact Margaret@ncadp.org)

JOURNEY OF HOPE ON TOUR IN 
KENTUCKY AND IN GERMANY
 “There is no doubt about it: The spring 2009 Journey of Hope tour in Germany, organized 
by the German Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty, was a huge success,” declared 
Annabelle Thilo, member of the German Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty. 
 “What do the US citizens Bill Pelke, Terri Steinberg and Ray Krone have in common?” 
she asks. “Each has a haunting story to tell: a story of love, death, hatred and forgiveness. 
And tell it they did -- 32 times throughout Germany.” From April 28 to May 16, 2009, they 
spoke in Hamburg, Frankfurt, Heidelberg, Goeppingen and numerous other places. Some 
5,000 people came to listen to their stories, and Ray Krone was interviewed by TV talk show 
host Kerner. Audiences were deeply moved as the speakers told of how they got involved 
with the issue of capital punishment.
 The tour was co-organized by local groups of Amnesty International, European Law 
Students’ Association ELSA and a number of schools and colleges. If you would like to 
hear excerpts from their talks, e-mail me: edwardsfor@bellsouth.net

ENDING CONSCRIPTION IN GERMANY – 
Perhaps!
 Many of our readers may be surprised to learn that Germany still has a military draft. 
But my family is well aware of this. Our three grandsons have all gone through the process 
of applying for conscientious objector status and completing their assignments for alternative 
service.  Germany’s recently elected government plans to reduce the length of conscription 
from nine to six months. This decision is a compromise between the two parties that make 
up the new government -- the Christian Democrats who want to keep conscription and the 
Free Democrats who want to end it. Peace organizations and other federal parties demand 
an end to conscription.
 In the last 20 years there has been a trend in German politics toward a professional “all 
volunteer” army and an end to con scription. Since there is no next-door neighbor within 
Europe anymore, there is no need for a large conscripted army. Instead, since Germany sends 
troops to war in Afghanistan, Germany needs smaller, and better-trained armed forces. The 
end of conscription in Germany seems to be only a matter of time.
 The downside to this would be opening the door for the military to rely on recruiters, 
advertising for recruitment and glorification of the military to attract new recruits.

 Information taken from an article by Patrick Spahn, a German Conscientious Objector, 
in the Reporter for Conscientious’ Sake, Vol.66, Nov.3, Fall, 2009. Contact the Center on 
Conscience & War, 1830 Connecticut Ave NW, Washington, DC 20009, 1/202-483/2220. 
e-mail: nisbco@nisbco.org

Tightrope

Tee      ing,        ter
      ter  tot     ing

On the tightrope, the young man acknowledged his Applause

and fell.

Ike M. Thacker
December 2010         



Regular Meeting Times for 
Area Organizations
911 TRUTH LOUISVILLE (502-609-6020)
ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF 
KENTUCKIANA – 2nd Thursday (485-1248)
AIDS INTERFAITH MINISTRIES (AIM) OF 
KENTUCKIANA, INC. – 1st Tuesday (574-6085 or 574-6086)
AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB – 
4th Tuesday (459-0616)
AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND 
STATE – 3rd Thursday, every other month at noon (608-7517)
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL – 1st Saturday (637-8951)
APPAF [AMERICAN PALESTINE PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
FORUM] – 2nd Thursday (895-8155)
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – Last Monday (239-4317)
CAPA [CITIZENS AGAINST POLICE ABUSE] –
2nd Thursday (778-8130)
CART [COALITION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION] – 3rd Wednesday,
Union Station, TARC Board Room (893-5172)
CLOUT [CITIZENS OF LOUISVILLE ORGANIZED AND
WORKING TOGETHER] – (583-1267)
COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST – 
2nd Monday (456-6586)
COMMON CAUSE – Ad hoc discussions. Continuous 
engagement. (454-7797)
COMMUNIST PARTY USA – 1st & 3rd Sundays at 2:00 PM 
(384-3875)
COMMUNITY FARM ALLIANCE OF JEFFERSON 
COUNTY – 2nd Tuesday (775-4041)
CONVERSATION CAFE – Wednesday evenings (560-0085)
COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” – 
Second Sunday (893-2334)
EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE – 2nd Saturday (299-9520) 
www.LouisvilleEarthSave.org
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community dialogues and 
volunteer opportunities (893-0788)
FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB – 1st Thursday, 
papajohn15@bellsouth.net
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION – 
4th Monday (609-7985 or 291-2506)
FRIENDS FOR HOPE (Support Group for Adult Cancer 
Survivors) – 1st Thursday (451-9600)
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE – 2nd Tuesday 
(893-8436)
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB – 
3rd Tuesday (897-3335)
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays & Saturdays (637-6265)
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE – 1st Tuesday (214-7322)
IRFI [ISLAMIC RESEARCH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL, 
INC.] – Sundays at 6:00 PM (502-423-1988)
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (582-5454)
JURISDICTIONARY CLUB OF LOUISVILLE – 
Know the law and how to use it (500-8161)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – (345-5386)
KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] – 
2nd Monday (589-3188)
KITOD [KENTUCKIANA INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON 
DARFUR] – (553-6172)
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL 
REPRESSION – 3rd Monday (778-8130)
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY – 
(541-9998)
KITLAC [KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN 
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN] – 2nd Wednesday (479-9262)
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN 
STATES – 3rd Sunday (451-5658)
LOUISVILLE PEAK OIL GROUP – 2nd Saturday (425-6645)
LPAC [LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY] – 
(456-6914)
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH – 
Meditation every Sunday (473-8435)
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights 
(893-0788), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY (LIFE) – 
4th Sunday (384-3875)
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday 
(895-0866 or 899-9261)
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION – 
4th Wednesday (584-6858)
MIGHTY KINDNESS – mightykindness@gmail.com 
(235-0711)
MUHAMMAD ALI INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND 
JUSTICE, at UL (852-6372)
NAACP [NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF COLORED PEOPLE] – 3rd Monday (776-7608)
NAMI [NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL] 
– 2nd Monday (245-5287)
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND 
GAYS (P-FLAG) – 3rd Sunday (329-0229)
PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML – 
(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)
RCRC [RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR REPRODUCTIVE 
CHOICE] – (866-606-0988)
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
SIERRA CLUB INNER CITY OUTINGS – 2nd Thursday, 7:30 
PM (558-0073)
WOMEN IN TRANSITION (WIT) – every Wednesday, 
6-8 PM (636-0160)

Note: If your group would like to be added to this list or if information 
needs to be updated, please let us know by calling 458-8056.

Calendar for peacemakers

(continued on page 7)

(February 2011)
African American History Month

Jan 29 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEMY. Join us for a special 
20th Year Kick-Off Celebration, featuring performance 
group Heaven and Earth 360 and recollections from those 
“back in the day.” 11 AM, DuValle Education Center 
Cafeteria, 3610 Bohne Avenue, at 35th St just north of 
Algonquin Parkway. Call Bani Hines-Hudson, 295-7531.

Jan 31 (Mon) F.O.R. STEERING COMMITTEE. 
Presbyterian Seminary, 1044 Alta Vista Road. Every 
fourth Monday. Visitors encouraged. For more 
information, call Pat Geier at 456-6586 or Peter Fosl 
at 291-2506.

Feb 2 (Wed) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY 
FORUM. Meets the first Wednesday of each month. The 
forum’s purpose is to hold and promote the intention of 
sustainability for Louisville; establish and nourish rela-
tionships that strengthen community and create change; 
and create a space for discussion that inspires, motivates 
and deepens our ability to catalyze social change. Bring 
your lunch and enjoy the company of like-minded com-
munity members. Noon to 1:45 PM, Passionist Earth & 
Spirit Center, The Barn at 1924 Newburg Road.

Feb 5 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEMY. Dr. Blaine Hudson 
begins with Black and African World History (11 AM 
– 12:30 PM). Followed by, “Recapturing Our History: 
Letters and Other Personal Perspectives of the African 
Diaspora” featuring Dr. Joy Carew, UofL (12:45 PM to 
2 PM). DuValle Education Center Cafeteria, 3610 Bohne 
Avenue, at 35th St just north of Algonquin Parkway. Call 
Bani Hines-Hudson, 295-7531.

Feb 6 (Sun) “AIM HIGHER” focusing on military 
counter-recruitment. Every 1st Sunday at 7 PM, 2236 
Kaelin Avenue at the FOR office. This group welcomes 
invitations to speak about conscientious objection, 
military recruitment, and the possibility for high school 
students to “opt out” of having their names given to 
recruiters. Call Jim Johnson, 262-0148. 

Feb 8 (Tues) LOBBY AND RALLY DAY AGAINST SB 
6. Gather at 9 AM in Frankfort for training, and lobby 
legislators at 10 AM. Rally and press conference at 11:30 
AM. SB 6 targets anyone for detention who does not 
speak English or who appears to have born outside the 
US. This legislation is bad for Kentucky and for all Ken-
tuckians. For more information or to be involved in the 
lobby day planning, contact David Horvath 479-9262. 

 Feb 7 (Thurs) DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH 
ISSUE OF FORsooth. Contact George Morrison, 
editor, at 454-2752, or klm86@att.net.

 Note: Please email new or updated calendar 
listings to calendar.peace@gmail.com,  or call 
Nikki at 742-5879.

Feb 10  (Thurs) CLEAN ENERGY LOBBY DAY.  Join 
others from around the state as we talk with legislators 
in  Frankfort  about  the  importance  of  passing  good 
energy legislation. Training will be provided. Sponsored 
by Kentuckians  for  the  Commonwealth.  For more 
information, contact Lisa Abbott at lisa@kftc.org

Feb 10 (Thurs) THE FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB. 
Meets  the  second Thursday  of  the month,  for  those 
interested in learning about fair trade and the American 
system of economics of Hamilton and Clay. 6:30 PM, 
1838 Frankfort Ave. For more information, contact John 
Miller at papajohn15@bellsouth.net.

Feb 10 (Thurs) APPAF (American Palestine Public 
Affairs Forum). Every second Thursday. A documentary 
film exploring the situation in Middle East will be 
presented. 7 PM, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, 
1044 Alta Vista Road, Nelson Hall, Room 119. For more 
information, call Bashar Masri, 773-1836.

Feb 12 (Sat) PEAK OIL. Every 2nd Saturday, Main Library, 
4th & York, Mezzanine, Boardroom. 9 AM. Call George 
Perkins, 425-6645. 

Feb 12 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEMY. Dr. Blaine Hudson 
begins with Black and African World History (11 AM – 
12:30 PM). Followed by, “Black Immigration: A Panel 
Discussion,” with moderator Dr. Annette Powell, Bel-
larmine. (12:45 PM to 2 PM). DuValle Education Center 
Cafeteria, 3610 Bohne Avenue, at 35th St just north of 
Algonquin Parkway. Call Bani Hines-Hudson, 295-7531. 

Feb 13 (Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE. Every second Sunday. 
The vigil is in remembrance of all those suffering from 
conflicts in the Middle East. Bring a candle. 5-6 PM, 
Bardstown Road at Douglass Blvd. Sponsored by 
LPAC (Louisville Peace Action Community). For more 
information, call Harold Trainer at 387-9490.

Feb  14  (Mon)  “I LOVE MOUNTAINS DAY.”  Join 
Kentuckians for the Commonwealth for a rally on the 
steps  of  the Capitol  building  as Kentuckians  demand 
that  legislators quit  ignoring  the harm done  to people 
and  communities  by mountaintop  removal mining. 
We’ll  push  for  passage  of  the Stream Saver Bill  and 
clean  energy  legislation.  11 AM  –  3:30  PM.  For  a 
schedule of  the day’s events, visit: www.kftc.org. For 
more information, contact Lisa Abbott at lisa@kftc.org 
or 606-878-2161. 

  Feb 17 (Thurs) THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH fea-
turing Marissa Castellano. Ms. Castellano is Program 
Manager of Kentucky Rescue and Restore Victims 
of Human Trafficking, a Catholic Charities program. 
She will  discuss how  this  slavery  continues  in our 
restaurants, in hotels, in sex venues, in sports arenas 
and in our neighborhoods and homes. Do we know 
how to recognize it? Do we know how to report it? 
Do we know what we can do to address this horren-
dous practice? Marissa will answer these important 
questions about this fast growing criminal industry. 
Rudyard Kipling Restaurant,  422 West Oak Street. 
Buffet lunch at 11:30 AM; presentation at noon. $6. 
Sponsored by the Fellowship of Reconciliation and 
Interfaith Paths to Peace. For reservations contact Jean 
Edwards at 458-8056 or edwardsfor@bellsouth.net or 
Cathy Ford at 458-1223 or fordhoff@bellsouth.net

Feb 17 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER HEALTH 
CARE. Every third Thursday, 5:30 PM. Main Library, 
4th & York Streets, Mezzanine Board Room. Call Kay 
Tillow, 636-1551. 

Feb 17 (Thurs) FORsooth LABELING. Presbyterian 
Seminary, Administration Building, Room 10. 6:30 PM. 
We need volunteers! Many hands make light work, and 
the opposite is also true! So please join us if you can. 
Call 458-8056 for more information! 

Feb  18  (Fri) THE DIVINE FEMININE AND THE 
SACRED MASCULINE: The Sacred Marriage 
Resurrected—A Talk with Matthew Fox. 7:30 PM, 
Thomas Jefferson Unitarian Church, 4936 Brownsboro 
Road.  Tickets:  $10-$50  donation. A  fundraising 
reception with Matthew Fox will also be held at 5:30 
PM. Tickets for reception begin at $75. Proceeds benefit 
Cultivating Connections. For tickets, visit: https://www.
cultivatingconnections.org/Matthew_Fox_Tickets.html. 
For more information, contact Mark Steiner at 897-2721 
or email cultivatingconnections@insightbb.com.

  Matthew Fox  is  an  internationally  acclaimed 
theologian and author of more  than  two dozen books 
including Original Blessing, Creation Spirituality: 
Liberating Gifts for the Peoples of the Earth, and The 
Reinvention of Work: A New Vision of Livelihood for 
Our Time. He was a member of the Dominican Order 
for  34  years  until  he was  expelled  for  his  “radical” 
views by then Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict. 
Fox believes that by “reinventing work, education and 
worship, we can bring about a non-violent revolution on 
our planet” and has committed himself to this vision.

Feb  19  (Sat)  WISDOM OF THE MYSTICS: A 
WORKSHOP WITH MATTHEW FOX.  In  this 
workshop we will  draw  on  the wisdom  of  some  of 
the  greatest Western  and Eastern mystics  to  address 
questions such as: Where is God? What are the ways to 
experience God? What results from these experiences? 
We will also consider themes such as the sacredness of 
creation,  the dark night of  the  soul,  the ways we can 
bring wonder alive again, and the nature and practice 
of compassion and  justice-making. 9:30 AM – 1 PM, 
First  Unitarian  Church,  809  South  Fourth  Street. 
Cost:  $45.  To  purchase  tickets,  visit  https://www.
cultivatingconnections.org/Matthew_Fox_Tickets.html. 
For more information, contact Mark Steiner at 897-2721 
or email cultivatingconnections@insightbb.com. 

Feb 19 (Sat) Feb 19 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEMY. Dr. 
Blaine Hudson begins with Black and African World 
History (11 AM – 12:30 PM). Followed by, “African 
Americans We See on Reality TV” presented by Dr. 
Siobhan Smith, UofL (12:45 PM to 2 PM). DuValle 
Education Center Cafeteria, 3610 Bohne Avenue, at 35th 
St just north of Algonquin Parkway. Call Bani Hines-
Hudson, 295-7531.

Feb 20 (Sun) LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR 
ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN STATES. Every third 
Sunday. First Unitarian Church, 4th & York Streets, 3 
PM. Call Beverley Marmion, 451-5658.

Feb 26 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEMY. Dr. Blaine 
Hudson begins with Black and African World History 
(11 AM – 12:30 PM). Followed by, “City-County 
Merger: Rationale, Rhetoric, and Reality” presented by 
Dr. Ronald Vogel, UofL (12:45 PM to 2 PM). DuValle 
Education Center Cafeteria, 3610 Bohne Avenue, at 35th 
St just north of Algonquin Parkway. Call Bani Hines-
Hudson, 295-7531.

Feb 28 (Mon) FOURTH MONDAY FORUM sponsored 
by the Kentucky Alliance Against Racist and Political 
Repression. For details, call Katrina Byrnes at 778-8130 
or email kyall@insightbb.com. 

Feb 28 (Mon) F.O.R. STEERING COMMITTEE. 
Presbyterian Seminary, 1044 Alta Vista Road. Every 
fourth Monday. Visitors encouraged. For more 
information, call Pat Geier at 456-6586 or Peter Fosl 
at 291-2506.


