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— The Editors.

by Ike Thacker
 Eustace Durrett (no middle name), who 
lived more than 77 years from October 27, 
1934, in Louisville until 10:31am December 
15, 2011, inappropriately in Frankfort, was 
my best friend.  We adored each other and 
wrote some 100 articles together. He gave 
to me when he didn’t even have.  He used to 
live with me for a week or more out of each 
month.  He and I shared and tremendously 
enjoyed many scores of bacon-and-grits 
breakfasts and grilled-cheese-sandwich 
suppers together.  Those, and me, he loved. 
And I loved him.
 Eustace was a poet, publisher, editor, 
and writer of fiction and nonfiction for 
much more than 50 years. But more than 
that, he was a reader. A reader of the 
Courier-Journal and the New York Times. 
A reader of LEO and at least a dozen other 
more national and prominent periodicals. 
A reader of anything that friends and even 
acquaintances submitted to him. A reader of 
poetry, novels, and short stories. A reader of 
history. A reader of mysteries and science 
fiction. A reader of men and women and 
literally thousands of books.
 Eustace was also a traveler and one 
of the few, true caring revolutionaries in 
this big town. He loved the Highlands and 
Louisville dearly, though he spent some 27 
years in Washington, DC. There, he put his 
master’s degree in publishing from one of the 
most prestigious universities in the world to 
good use (he viewed and photographed JFK’s 
funeral procession from his high-up office) in 
very high-up positions with a national traffic 
magazine and the National Association of 
Counties. He also traveled the world, notably 
to the Soviet Union, all around Africa, the 
South Pacific (including his favorite place, 
New Zealand), and Central America. His 
knowledge of the important facts about places 
he visited was encyclopedic.

Eustace Durrett: 
a long life, well lived

 But above all, Eustace was a lover—of 
life, people (including two wives, the first 
of whom, Stephanie, died very young of a 
very rare illness and the second of whom, 
Kathleen, is his widow), and all living be-
ings—whose devotion to Soka Gakkai Inter-
national (SGI) was almost absolute. In SGI 
Buddhism we chant (Eustace did it daily), 
“I pray for peace throughout the world and 
the happiness of all living beings.”  Eustace’s 
long life, which appropriately ended peace-
fully, was totally devoted to and aided such 
immeasurably. My life, and the world, are 
much poorer places without him.  Fare thee 
well in your next lives, my friend!

Venerable Louisville activist Eustace 
Durrett (center) passed away Dec. 15, 2011. 
He is missed.

by Chris Crass
The Occupy movement is one of the 

most profound organizing opportunities 
in decades because of its mass invitation 
for the 99% to step forward and challenge 
systemic economic inequality. For white 
anti-racists, this is a moment when we can 
engage with hundreds of thousands of other 
white people to connect economic justice 
to racial and gender justice.

For the past 12 years, Catalyst Project 
has been engaged in anti-racist political 
education, leadership development and 
organizing, with a strong focus on white 
communities. Through our experience at 
Catalyst, we strongly believe that moments 
when people are in motion for justice create 
enormous openings for transformative anti-
racist work in white communities. These 
moments will always be complicated, chal-
lenging, rife with racism/white privilege, 
and also full of opportunity to advance our 
overall goals of bringing millions of white 
people to a collective liberation vision, 
culture, strategy and practice.

In the Occupy movement, as in all 
moments when significant numbers of 
white people are politically active, there 
is and will be example after example of 
racism and white privilege manifesting and 
damaging the movement. We cannot escape 
history—all movements and organizations 
in this country have to deal with ways 
oppression and privilege play out externally 
and internally. A healthy movement isn’t one 
where these issues don’t exist; in our current 

The Occupy movement and white anti-racist organizing 

circumstances, that’s impossible. A healthy 
movement develops through recognizing 
and challenging these dynamics in the 
context of shared struggle for liberation.

Over years of working in white 
communities, Catalyst uses the shorthand 
“white anti-racist organizing” to describe 
our work. When we say “white,” we mean 
the historical and institutional development 
of white supremacy, capitalism and 
patriarchy in the creation of the United 
States—conditions which result in my now 
being a white person. 

Race was invented to justify and to 
deepen exploitation and to divide resistance 
to it. White privilege is the flipside of 
racial oppression. As a white person in 

this country, I have an economic, political, 
cultural and psychological relationship of 
privilege to institutional power. Race is not 
a biological reality, but rather a position 
within a hierarchy of power based in one’s 
relationship to the state. 

The United States was created as a white 
nation, for white citizens. The devastation of 
New Orleans because of de-funded levees 
during Hurricane Katrina, along with the 
Federal governments’ failure to respond, and 
the current criminalization of immigrants of 
color from Arizona to Alabama are two high-
profile examples of this enduring reality.

Another example currently making 
a deep impact on the economic system is 
the ability to accumulate wealth through 
inheritance, or debt and poverty through 
inheritance. For most communities of color, 
there is a long history of land, labor, and lives 
of family members stolen through slavery, 
colonization, and genocide. Hundreds of 
years of slavery generated enormous wealth 
for the plantation master class in the South 

and the industrial capitalist class in the 
North, while Black communities inherited 
poverty, enforced illiteracy, trauma of 
families brutally pulled apart, and so on.

By “anti-racist,” we mean engaging 
with white people to develop anti-racist 
politics to create powerful multiracial 
alliances. We do this by taking action on 
issues affecting white communities, such 
as economic and environmental injustice, 
in ways that foreground white supremacy in 
the problem, anti-racist movement building 
in the solution, and joining with and/or 
supporting similar struggles in communities 
of color. 

Revolutionary politics means collective 
liberation, or a politics committed to the goal 
of liberation for all people from all forms of 
oppression. This means not only challenging 
white supremacy in the U.S., but also 
challenging the role U.S. white supremacy 
has played in the world, especially in the 
Global South. 

Chris Crass

(continued on page 5)
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by Ken Nevitt
“The stranger that sojourneth with you 

shall be unto you as the home-born among 
you, and thou shalt love him as thyself; for 
ye were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am 
the LORD your God.” (Jewish Publication 
Society translation of the Tanach, The 
Hebrew Bible, first edition, 1917) 

Dr. Johanna W. H. van Wijk-Bos spoke 
on November 17, 2011, at the Third Thursday 
Luncheon at the 
Rudyard Kipling in 
Louisville, KY, on 
the topic of “God, 
George Edwards 
and the Politics 
of Otherness.” Dr. 
Bos is a Professor 
of Old Testament 
at the Louisville 
Presbyterian Semi-
nary. She spoke of 
the importance of 
learning to con-
struct a community 
containing a strong 
sense of identity 
that does not conceive of those outside the 
group as “other/inferior.” 

George Edwards, who passed in June, 
2010, was a Professor Emeritus of New 
Testament at the Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary. George, who was married to the 
wonderfully inspiring Jean Edwards, was a 
founding member of the Louisville Chapter 
of the Fellowship for Reconciliation in 
1975. He was a conscientious objector in 
World War II, and he resisted the war tax 
by refusing to pay the tax designated for 
the military. 

Many among the listeners knew George 
and his unrelenting commitment to peace 
and justice issues. I recall George, some 
time after the Iraq invasion by the United 
States in March 2003, marching on a very 
cold, windy, and rainy day, carrying a sign 
condemning the attack against our brothers. 

God, George Edwards and the politics of otherness
The wind blew so hard that the eighty year-
old George, his slight frame leaning, almost 
lifted off the ground. He was offered a ride 
in a vehicle to the next stop, but he shrugged 
off the assistance with barely a nod. 

Dr. Bos informed us that George 
believed that one must take a mental stand 
first, and that thereafter the body would 
follow. She explained that the source of 
George’s stand on issues was his belief in 
a divine intervention, which he believed 
set humanity on a different course, tapping 
into its goodness.

 It was George’s practice to read always 
and keep articles with facts nearby, in order 
to be ready to refute erroneous statements. 
Dr. Bos brought two articles with her to 
discuss the “politics of otherness.” The 
first was titled “Cruel America” (Jonathan 
Schell, The Nation, 28 September 2011). 
With reference to this article, Dr. Boss 
discussed recent presidential campaign 
debates, wherein candidates spoke proudly 
of “thoughtful” judicial systems executing 
people through the death penalty, and those 
candidates being cheered wildly by the 
audience. The audiences also cheered when 
a candidate spoke in opposition to President 
Obama’s health care plan, indicating in 
response to a young man who failed to buy 
health insurance who went into a coma, 
“That’s what freedom is all about: taking 
your own risks.” The crowd roared with 
approval when someone in the audience 
responded “yeah!” to a question to the 
candidate about whether society should just 
let the young man die. The author spoke of 
troubling signs that the United States has 
been traveling “down a steepening path of 
cruelty,” solving problems through force, 
brazeningly defending torture of terrorism 
suspects, and torturing our own citizens 
through prisoner solitary confinement. 

The second article Dr. Bos discussed 
was the very interesting take on American 
sports life, titled “Jocks vs. Punks” (Robert 
Lipsyte, The Nation, July 27, 2011). The 
author explained that the “Jocks” are boys, 
and, increasingly, girls, who accept the “Jock 
Culture” values of submission to authority, 
winning by any means, and group cohesion. 
While these young people often go on to be 
our political, military, and financial leaders, 
they also continue their destructive behavior, 
leading to cheating, lying and amorality. 
While sports can pleasure the body, be en-
tertaining, and be healthful, the Jock Culture 
subverts sports for mass entertainment, lead-
ing to aggressiveness and violence, driving 
people apart. The “Punks” are the “others,” 
those who go on to question authority and 
seek ways of individual expression. In our 
society they can be shamed and intimidated 
into submission, forced to consider only short 
term rewards. 

Dr. Bos opined that perhaps the Punks 

should learn to be more boisterous and 
follow George Edwards’ example and 
fight against the cult of cohesion. Dr. Bos 
stated that George felt that humanity’s big 
shared talent was perhaps for mayhem, the 
“original sin,” the “Jock Culture.” We must 
make ourselves available to others in order 
to lead a morally lived life. But we cannot 
simply lend a helping hand. We must also 
deal directly with the structures of injustice.

Dr. Bos noted that while there is much 
violence in the Bible, we must remember 
that the Bible stories are the stories of the 
underdog, who can become fixated upon 
“pipe dreams” of glory in battle. But to 
descend from Abraham, we are obliged 
to our neighbors in need, to stand against 
injustice. While we must state loudly “Here 
I am,” we must also remember our fellow 
man, and exclaim, like the Good Samaritan 
in the New Testament, “After you.” 

Dr. Bos proved to be as good a listener as 
a lecturer, fielding and listening thoughtfully 
to questions from the audience. Dr. Bos 
who was born in the Netherlands, is the 
author of several books, including “Making 
Wise the Simple-The Torah in Christian 
Faith and Practice” (Eerdmans, 2005). 
She works on issues of justice for women 
and disadvantaged groups locally and 
throughout the world. Her husband David 
Bos, who passed in February, 2011, was a 
cofounder of the Louisville Metropolitan 
Housing Coalition, and both have been 
involved in the movement for a single payer 
health care program. 

The Third Thursday Luncheons 
are co-sponsored by the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation and Interfaith Paths to Peace. 

Ken Nevitt is an attorney and longtime 
activist in Louisville. Contact him at 
kennevitt@hotmail.com.

Ken Nevitt

Prof. Johanna van Wijk-Bos
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by Alex Bradshaw
Music and left-wing social movements 

have intersected since time immemorial. I 
had the opportunity to sit down and discuss 
this phenomenon with local musician Joe 
Manning. Manning sings and plays guitar 
in the acclaimed Louisville band King’s 
Daughters & Sons, and writes the pull-
no-punches, politically charged column, 
“Raised Relief,” in the LEO. King’s 
Daughters & Sons transposes roots rock 
and Americana vocal harmonies with epic, 
Louisville-style post-rock soundscapes–
they released their debut album, “If Not 
Then When,” on Chemikal Underground 
records last year. Manning’s LEO column 
articulates the struggle which many in his 
generation face against ambivalence in a 
culture dominated by consumerism and 
corporate hegemony. 

AB: A lot of left wing, politically-
minded folks were motivated to explore 
political or social theory through music–I’m 
thinking specifically of punk-rock and 
hip-hop music; both have embodied an 
anti-authoritarian, leftist sensibility at times. 
Was this the case for you? 

JM: The punk-rock ethic in general, 
it seems, was anti-establishment.… I grew 
up in Louisville, and went to hardcore/
punk-rock shows. The anti-establishment 
ideology is certainly something that has 
inspired me. Were the bands I was going 
to see growing up overtly political? Local 
Louisville bands weren’t so much. However, 
I was also listening to bands like Fugazi [a 
leftist punk rock band from Washington, 
DC] that had more of an overt political 

message. I didn’t really get into bands like 
Rage against the Machine (RATM) [another 
left-wing, politically charged rock group], 
who also had an overt political message, 
though they were hyper-present.

AB: We both come from a generation 
in which the music speaks to complacency 
and ambivalence. What are your thoughts 
on that?

JM: It’s interesting–ambivalence may 
have won out over political engagement. 
RATM were a blip on the radar compared 
to, say, Nirvana. Nirvana was a band that 
articulated a great deal of the disenfranchise-
ment and ambivalence that a lot of kids were 
feeling at the time. I won’t be an apologist 

for indifference, and the way that modernity 
positions us to be indifferent. You have to 
work hard to not be ambivalent. I struggle 
with indifference and complacency a lot; 
the dissatisfaction can be immobilizing 
and crippling. Both in my column and in 
my music, I write about my own struggle 
with complacency.

AB: But this generation seems to be 
experiencing a political awakening with the 
“Occupy” movement. Do you foresee this 
political awakening–if it’s able to sustain 
itself–as potentially changing the status quo 
of contemporary music? Is there any good 
political music happening here in Louisville?

JM: Sure, with this happening hopefully 
it’ll come back around. Actually, a friend of 
mine, John Paul Wright, is a songwriter–
he’s also a railroad engineer. He’s a serious 
unionist. All of his songs are social songs; 
he writes mostly about railroads and unions. 
And his songs are pointed: there’s no 
mistaking the message. He has a pro-union 
message, which is important right now with 
all the union-busting that’s going on–in 
public and behind closed doors. There’s also 
a record called “Dear Companion” by two 
local artists named Ben Sollee and Daniel 
Martin Moore is very specifically about 
documenting and trumpeting the cause of 
ending mountaintop removal–that’s a very 
important record.

AB: Whether it was militants in the early 
20th century labor movement in America 
writing folk songs about the ills of capitalism, 
or hip-hop groups like Public Enemy speak-
ing on issues like the racist policies of the 
American judicial system, political struggles 
have always intersected with music. Why do 

Joe Manning on music and progressive politics
you think this is the case?

JM: Well, I think about the way that 
the American folk movement of the ‘60s 
seemed to inherently rely on community for 
its production, and getting together groups 
of people to engage in song. Having a bunch 
of intellectuals and musicians in groups to 
herald and promote the American folk song 
seems to provide the perfect situation for 
political discourse to take place. The way 
that the focus on community transitioned 
into political messages–this certainly 
happened. The relative efficacy of this 
communal movement can be debated; but 
people, like my parents (laughs), seem to 
think that it did have an impact on society.

AB: It seems political discourse and 
resistance easily intertwines with music, 
and the 1960s’ focus on community is a 
good example.

JM: What  happened,  though 
(laughs)? It’s easy to point a finger at the 
commodification of music, and cultural 
expressions in general–that’s an easy 
target. And I have no problem doing it–It 
happened! What becomes easy to produce, 
easy to sell, and easy to get into people’s 
hands is milquetoast, feeble music. It’s 
like the current political discourse: if you 
throw enough money at something, your 
voice will be heard. To go back to what 
we were talking about earlier, engaging in 
complicity and complacency is way easier 
than to struggle against it.

Alex Bradshaw is a member of 
Louisville’s No-Borders Collective, as well 
as the IWW (Industrial Workers of the World). 
Contact him at alexbrad11@hotmail.com.

Joe Manning of the 
King’s Daughters & Sons

Growing up right on the Mason-Dixon 
Line of mixed Hoosier-Kentuckian-West 
Virginian stock, I could never get a handle 
on exactly whether I was a southerner.

Louisville and Southern Indiana had 
strong unions and lots of Catholics, but also 
generous use of the pronoun “you all” by 
truck driving GED holders whose workweeks 
ended with trips to their favorite fishin’ spots.

I did not venture into an unambiguously 
southern area until 1983 when, as a 25 
year-old newspaper reporter in Corydon, 
Ind, I decided to spend a few days of extra 
vacation time in Atlanta.

Would it be the cosmopolitan, diverse 
“too busy to hate” city of its major-league 
image, or a provincial small town with tall 
buildings, as some critics regard it?

That first trip shed little light on that 
question; the below-zero temperature was 
the second coldest ever recorded in Atlanta 
and even though there was no snow and a 
bright sky, the place absolutely shut down. 
Nope, I’m not a southerner, I decided as I 
motored almost alone along the normally 
packed freeways, enjoying the easiest winter 
driving I had ever experienced.

A Yankee gets great restaurant service, 
too, when he is the only one there, unless 
the weather “crisis” has prevented the wait 
staff from coming to work.

It warmed up to the normal Southern 
December high 40s just as I decided to 
amend my itinerary and head west on 
Interstate 20 to Birmingham.

Ah, the real south, in its meteorological 
element–and away from Atlanta’s glitz and 
economic verve. Birmingham, I figured, 
would be different.

The city too hateful in the early ‘60s to 
get busy and accept integration. The church 
bombings. Fire hoses on people peaceably 
assembling. Bull Connor. That was the 
Birmingham I knew from flashpoint news 

coverage and assigned civics class readings.
Once in the real place, I drove through 

an area called Red Mountain I had heard 
was lovely (yes, the homes and trees indeed 
were, but the police car that tailed me the 
whole time took the joy out of the tour), 
then stopped at a Denny’s. There, archi-
tectural mediocrity aside, the feeling was 
more uplifting.

 Blacks and whites dined, with the dress 
of both varying from suits to work wear. An 
utterly ordinary scene, but that is what made 
me gaze in awe around the room.

For this display of everyday, nondescript 
familiarity to come about, it took children 
dying in bombings, peaceful demonstrators 
being gassed and beaten, followed by a 
long obstinate Congress finally passing the 
most sweeping domestic legislation in the 
nation’s history.

Twenty years later, the fruits of this 
heroic struggle were that people of all colors 
can eat lunch oblivious to the racial justice 
angle of their joint presence as they chat 
about the weather, last night’s church choir 
practice and the upcoming bowl games.

Is this what revolution looks like–
Grand Slams and coffee on Formica?

As I developed in coming decades a 
vastly deeper understanding of racial jus-

tice, I learned that the crucial issues now 
are whether the servers and dishwashers 
at Denny’s can make adequate and stable 
wages and afford health insurance, not who 
can be served.

Being able to ride on any part of the bus 
is a great and overdue boost to human dignity, 
but it becomes only a symbolic victory if 
there is no adequate job to which to ride.

We have so far to go to achieve true 
equality, but recalling a winter afternoon in 
Birmingham assures me that if that city can 

go from homicidal carnage to casual mixed-
race dining in 20 years, we can end hunger, 
war, patriarchy, autocracy and exploitation.

And someday a visitor to Rwanda, 
Stonewall, Guatemala or Immokalee will 
contrast the history of suffering there with 
the present equality and nonviolence and 
marvel at what is gloriously mundane.

George Morrison is the editor emeritus 
of FORsooth. Contact him at cyw_us@
yahoo.com.

Memories of Birmingham give hope for change today
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by Jessie Clark
The aloof optimism that defined Steve 

Beshear’s recent campaign seems to have 
melted in the first weeks of the governor’s 
burgeoning second term. From the tone of 
his victory speech to his most recent State 
of the Commonwealth Address, Beshear 
has adopted a hard-boiled, face-the-facts 
kind of pragmatism. The words “cuts” and 
“reductions” punctuate his speeches as 
he addresses the dire “budget crisis” that 
plagues our state. 

Beshear has three solutions. Budget 
cuts are one, tax reform another. And third 
our governor proposes expanded gambling? 
I find it exceedingly difficult to believe that 
putting our citizens in front of slot machines 
with three-dollar jack-and-cokes is going to 
solve our state budget problems.

State governments across the nation are 
finding their budgets spread too thin, and 
more and more are turning to alternative 
measures to amp up state revenue. Many 
have turned to gambling. True, casinos can 
make boatloads of money for state govern-
ment. Indiana’s casinos generated $860,420, 
977 for the state in the 2011 fiscal year. But 
this is just one more “solution” that comes at 
a cost to our state’s most vulnerable citizens. 

Gambling is in its own special category 
as an industry. It’s one that creates nothing. 
You could call it entertainment, but when 
was the last time you spent 500 dollars on a 
movie or concert ticket (unless you shelled 
out to see the Eagles at the Yum! Center last 
January)? And when was the last time the 
high-schooler tearing your ticket stub at 
Baxter Theaters told you there’s a chance 

Expanded gambling: a bad bet for Kentucky
that if you come again, you’ll get all your 
money back, plus some? 

Gambling may be entertaining, but so 
is getting drunk or doing heroin (I would 
imagine). It puts gamblers on the edge 
of a slope. It’s fun at the top, but there’s 
frighteningly little standing room, and one 
step can send you tumbling into the gulch. 

The argument for gambling has often 
come back to freedom. As Americans we 
have the freedom to spend our money the 
way we want. If Joe Smith wants to blow 
$10,000 at the casino, that’s his prerogative. 
It’s his right as an American. It’s his 
money, his choice. And governments can 
further rationalize his choice because up 
to 20 percent of that will go to the state. 
20 percent of Joe’s rashly wasted losses 
might now go to schools, or pay firefighters. 
Theoretically, a fraction of that 20 percent 
might even be filtered back to Joe Smith 
through government safety net programs.

But there’s a problem here. Because at 
the root of this rationalization is something 
inherently un-American: the assumption 
that the government knows how to spend 
Joe Smith’s money better than he does. 
And perhaps, in this case, the government 
is right. Joe Smith did just blow $10,000 
at the casino, on slot machines and card 
games and booze, while the government 
spent part of that on school kids and public 
safety. It would be hard to argue that Joe 
Smith made a better use of that money. But 
what if instead of asking the question, who 
spent their money more wisely, we ask why 
Joe Smith spent his money so unwisely? 

What if Joe Smith spent his money 
unwisely because he was already at risk to 

do so, and because the government allowed a 
casino to be built in his community? Poverty, 
race and disability all put Joe Smith at risk 
for pathological gambling. Furthermore, if 
the casino was built within 10 miles of Joe 
Smith’s home, his chances of becoming a 
problem gambler increase 90 percent, ac-
cording to a 2005 study by the University at 
Buffalo’s Research Institute on Addictions. 

Making revenue for the state by 
manipulating Joe Smith into giving up his 
money doesn’t exactly smack of freedom. 
The government shouldn’t seek revenue 
through expanded gambling for the same 
reason it shouldn’t seek revenue from 
allowing taxed crack-stands to set up next 
to halfway houses. There have to be, indeed 
there are, alternative sources of revenue for 
the state of Kentucky––sources that don’t 
come from the poorest and most vulnerable 
citizens in the commonwealth. 

Finally, let’s address the economic side 
of the argument for expanded gambling. It’s 
often said that casinos will pump money 
into a community. That makes sense on 
the surface. A casino will create jobs and 
draw tourism. But let’s look at those jobs. 
Most of them are going to be service jobs: 
cashier, housekeeping, security, serving. 
All of these jobs tend to pay poverty level 
wages. This means that a casino won’t help 
the local economy much, because most of its 
employees will only be able to spend their 
wages on the near basics: food, clothing, 
shelter, things they were already spending 
their money on. 

Casinos’ massive profits most likely 
will not stay in Kentucky––they’ll be going 
out of state to the corporate mothership, to 
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amalgamated arachnids like Caesar’s. That 
means that money Kentuckians might have 
spent on local entertainment (or maybe on 
food, if they’re addicted) will instead be 
siphoned off out of their community and 
out of state. 

Casinos are just one more way money 
and power are siphoned away from the 
very poor and concentrated into hands of 
America’s wealthy corporate oligarchy. 
Let’s find alternative sources of state 
revenue that are good for Kentuckians.

Jessie Clark is Assistant Editor of FOR-
sooth. Contact her at jessie.clark03@gmail.com.

by Thomas Lambert
Ever since the end of the Second 

World War, much has been written about 
the consequences of residential and com-
mercial development beyond traditional city 
boundaries in the United States.  Such de-
velopment, also known as urban, suburban, 
or ex-urban sprawl, has been called part of 
the natural evolution or progress of human 
settlement patterns on the one hand, and has 
been called one of the worse symptoms of 
excessive consumerism on the other.  

Although it is hard to define what 
constitutes sprawl, most writers agree that it 
includes large lot housing sites in residential 
areas with low population density and a 
separation of commercial and residential 
land use which makes necessary that often 
one has to drive a motor vehicle in order to 
go shopping or to go to school or work rather 
than being able to walk to such destinations. 

Development patterns of this kind 
require life centered around the automobile, 
especially in parts of the US where not much 
money is invested in mass transit. Land 
beyond city boundaries is usually cheaper 
to buy and develop than land within city 
boundaries, especially those parcels close 
to a downtown.  

Sprawl has been facilitated to some 
degree or another by government policies 
or government neglects—tax deductions for 
mortgages (the bigger the house, the larger the 
deduction); most gasoline tax receipts going 
for road building rather than for mass transit; 
low gasoline taxes compared to other nations; 
and most local governments not doing much, 
or lacking the power to do much, with regard 
to comprehensive planning and zoning poli-
cies, especially on a regional basis.

Those who do not acknowledge 
sprawled development, or prefer to minimize 
its negative impacts, argue that suburbia 
and ex-urbia have come about because of 
modern innovations such as motor vehicles, 
telecommunications and mass communica-
tions (much less need for face-to-face or 
group interactions), and modern power plants 
that can generate and send power over large 
areas.  Finally, they say, consumer choice 
should dictate how people live—residential 
patterns, therefore, reflect consumer prefer-
ences in the markets for housing.   

Among the traditional complaints 
against sprawl, one is that it is often 

Is urban sprawl bad for public health?

associated with neighborhood segregation 
according to income and/or race.  Segregation 
of this kind causes unequal opportunities for 
employment and schooling. Poorer areas 
lack job opportunities and usually have 
inferior schools. Additionally, life centered 
around the automobile causes the generation 
of air pollution, bad traffic congestion, 
and the need to continuously build and/or 
rehabilitate more roads and bridges.

Suburban and ex-urban neighborhood 
area also accused of lacking cohesion, com-
munity, and civic engagement, hence the 
popularity of the book Bowling Alone by 
Robert D. Putnam. Finally, as new neigh-
borhoods develop on the fringe of urban 
areas, new infrastructure, school buildings, 
and public services have to eventually be 
provided to the new developments, which 
results in higher costs to taxpayers.

Recently, some have started writing 
about how sprawl can be bad for one’s 
health or even dangerous to one’s life, too.  
Researchers have been finding links between 
obesity and its related health problems (e.g., 
diabetes, hypertension, etc.) and sprawl 
due to life in sprawling communities being 
centered on the automobile. In fact, much of 
our lives nowadays has less physical activity 
in it versus that of our ancestors because we 
walk much less as part of our daily routine, 
whether for traveling to work or for shopping.  

In my own research, sprawled regions 
have also been shown to have higher per 
capita traffic fatalities as well as slower 
emergency medical services and firefighter 
response times (see www.sprawlandems.

com ). More sprawled areas have higher 
speed limits, hence resulting in more 
fatalities when car collisions occur.  And 
these areas typically have fewer sidewalks 
and pedestrian/bicycle friendly paths, which 
increases the chances of fatalities occurring 
to pedestrians, as well.  Longer EMS and 
fire response times (often around double 
the length of time needed in more urban 
areas) result from the fact that low density 
development means longer travel times 
from a fire or EMS station to get to a crisis 
situation. Fatalities per capita due to fire 
also rise as one gets further away from more 
densely settled areas. Wildland fires often 
envelop and endanger new residential areas 
built on the fringe of metropolitan regions.

So how does sprawl figure into the topic 
of social justice?  Clearly in my opinion 
and the opinion of other researchers, there 
are some life and limb dangers and other 
negative consequences associated with 
sprawl.  When these factors are taken in with 
the traditional arguments against sprawl 
(segregation, lack of community, etc.), there 
needs to be a re-examination of residential 
and commercial development in the US.

Perhaps some of this has already started 
with the “new urbanism” movement where 
some households are now choosing to settle 
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in older neighborhoods which are either in 
or close to an urban downtown. But aside 
from changing household preferences, 
government policies need to be reviewed.  

There are probably not as many 
incentives for households to re-settle older 
neighborhoods as there are to settle in 
new ones, and mass transit is chronically 
underfunded and not a viable travel choice 
for many people because in most regions 
of the country it takes longer to travel by 
mass transit than by the auto.

It would take a bold set of initiatives 
and policies to reverse or mute the forces 
of sprawl, but the right set of policies could 
do it. More incentives could be offered for 
urban homesteading and for locating in older 
neighborhoods, and more funds could be 
earmarked for mass transit projects, if only 
to be used to buy more buses.  Recently, the 
Bowles-Simpson deficit commission has rec-
ommended capping the amount of mortgage 
interest deduction for homes, which would 
curtail some large lot housing development.   

Tom Lambert is Assistant Professor of 
Public Administration at Northern Kentucky 
University and a Lecturer in Economics at 
Indiana University Southeast. Contact him 
at tlambert@iupui.edu.
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by Molly K. Permenter 
& Raymond Bechard

I was staying at a local motel in South-
ern Indiana. One evening I watched two very 
young girls with a much older man in the 
parking lot. The signs were unmistakable—I 
was witnessing the sale of young human 
flesh to a buyer, who would then take his 
“purchase” to a room a pimp had rented. 

I called the police, told them what I saw 
happening and gave them the location. After 
a number of minutes two young officers 
showed up and checked the motel’s property. 

After running a few license plates 
they spoke briefly to the manager. When 
they were finished, I approached them and 
asked if they had caught the pimp or any 
of the johns. “No,” one of them said. “I 
believe they saw us pulling in and took off. 
These underage hookers are always causing 
problems for us.”

Very few people have the courage to 
face the realities of modern day slavery. 
It’s ugly. It’s deceptive. It’s horribly com-
plicated. These are just some of the reasons 
why it’s flourishing in America. There are 
many more. But that night that I witnessed 
the very root of this evil: ignorance.

Every news story about “modern 
day slavery,” “human trafficking,” “sex 
slavery,” or “child prostitution,” begins with 
the same you might think it only happens 
in other countries angle before going on to 
explain that it’s happening right here in our 
own backyard. Even though reports of the 
crime have been recorded since the early 

Ending child sex slavery in the heartland
19th century, and reached a fever pitch in 
the first few years of the 20th, today’s media 
continues to react as though commercialized 
sexual exploitation is shocking news.

The truth is simple. No child should be 
abused in this way, yet it’s been in America 
for a very long time. The difference now is 
that certain dynamics—the Internet, social 
acceptance of prostitution, and glorification 
of pimp culture—have contributed to an 
explosion of young girls and boys being 
sold throughout every community in the 
United States.

What struck me that night in the motel 
parking lot was that not enough is being 
done to train law enforcement on how to 
recognize and compassionately deal with 
this human rights violation. 

After the officer’s response I just stared 
at him. Did he just refer to underage girls as 
hookers? I thought. They’re victims, straight 
and simple. How burned out do you have 
to be to call them hookers?

These girls are being held against their 
will. They are being sold. Men are buying 
them to abuse. This is not prostitution. This 
is slavery, and it’s hiding in the seedy dive 
motels you see in your town. 

Even truck stops along the way are 
known for the sale of young girls, some 
as young as 12, by pimps who drive them 
state to state and town to town in order to 
make thousands of dollars a day from each 
trafficked person. And that’s the motive: 
human trafficking is a billion dollar industry, 
because these pimps can take a young girl 

and sell her dozens of times throughout 
the night. 

They don’t have the problems of drug 
dealers, whose product is gone when sold 
and needs to be replenished every day. Pimps 
have a 100 percent profit margin. They have 
no product to buy; they own and keep these 
young people under their control. Their 
customers, the johns, buy them and return 
after they are done. In reality, it’s more like 
a rental business. The victims are abused 
over and over again. 

The Internet is a notorious tool for these 
modern day slave owners and the men who 
are their clients. The expanding crop of 
websites increases every day. Through them 
you can find any kind of girl your want. Any 
age. Any color. Any shape or size. 
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Alternatively, the back pages of local 
alternative publications such as the Village 
Voice and other sister papers are another 
popular way to buy a human being for 
an hour or an entire night. Many human 
rights activists are trying to stop the back 
pages from allowing pimps to place these 
ads. But the money coming into struggling 
newspapers is just too good to pass up.

Along with motels, truck stops, 
the Internet and hundreds of weekly 
newspapers, strip clubs are also a culprit in 
sex trafficking. Pimps, sometimes the girl’s 
own family or boyfriend, will push a girl 
into working for the “gentleman’s clubs.” 

Without a doubt, commercial sexual 
exploitation—especially of young people—
is occurring everywhere in this country. The 
Heartland of America is just another selling 
ground with major interstates, truck stops 
and motels that openly allow this vile crime 
against humanity to take place.

The problem I face right now, the one 
that is keeping me awake tonight and every 
night, is that the girls I saw in the motel 
parking lot are still out there. And no one 
is helping them.

Molly Permenter is an Indiana activist 
working on trafficking in children. Contact 
her at molly_permenter@yahoo.com. 
Raymond Bechard is author of The Berlin 
Turnpike: A True Story of Human Trafficking 
in America, www.TheBerlinTurnpike.
com. He may be reached at Raymond@
RaymondBechard.com.

by Kathleen Kelly and Lori Droege
Dakota is a sophomore in high school 

and three months ago she was with some 
friends at the waterfront when she met the 
boy she thought would be the love of her life, 
Jake.  Jake felt the same way when he met 
Dakota and couldn’t imagine spending one 
more day without her in his life. From the 
beginning, Jake and Dakota were attached 
at the hip.  Recently, though, Dakota has 
started to feel like Jake is becoming more 
and more possessive. For example, when 
her friends want to have a girls’ night in 
and watch chick flicks, Jake insists on being 
invited, as well. Dakota’s friends feel like 
they don’t know what’s up with her, because 
they never get to hang out or talk with her 
when Jake is not around. Last weekend, 
a big group of people planned to meet at 
a local coffee shop before heading to the 
football game. When Dakota arrived fifteen 
minutes late, Jake yelled at her in front of 
everyone. Someone also saw him push her 
really hard into the door on their way out…. 

This is a fictional story in the sense 
that the names and locations are created, 
but this is also a story that may be familiar 
to many teens.  Most teens share the ex-
perience of at least one of the characters 
in the story–Dakota, Jake, or their friends. 
Jake and Dakota’s story may not seem so 
extreme, but it is not too difficult to see the 
warning signs of an unhealthy and abusive 
relationship like Jake’s possessiveness and 
his use of physical force when interacting 
with Dakota.  

Unfortunately, many teens’ stories of 
abusive relationships do not end at the end of 
a paragraph. The National Council of Crime 
and Delinquency finds that “approximately 
one in three adolescent girls in the United 
States is a victim of physical, emotional or 
verbal abuse from a dating partner–a figure 
that far exceeds victimization rates for other 
types of violence affecting youth.” 

Here in Kentucky, we have seen the 
rate of teen dating violence steadily increase 
over the last nine years. According to the 
2009 Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance 
Survey, 15.5% of Kentucky teens have been 
physically assaulted by a dating partner. In 
2003, that percentage was only 11.6. Now, 
during February, Teen Dating Violence 
Awareness Month, it’s time for us to draw 
attention to the issue of dating violence and 
prevent it before it ever occurs.  

Kentucky law neglects teen dating violence
Before we are able to tackle the 

long term prevention of dating violence, 
however, we must first address the issue 
as it is currently and protect the individuals 
whom it is affecting.  At this time, Kentucky 
state law leaves the majority of teens 
unprotected. Protection is offered only to 
people who are currently married, have lived 
together, or who have a child in common.  
It does not account for the large number 
of unmarried, non-parental teens in high 
school and college who are living at home 
or on campus without their partners. None 
of these individuals have options when it 
comes to finding protection through the law.  

So, what is the protection provided 
by the state of Kentucky to married, 
cohabitating, or co-parenting individuals?  
Individuals who are married, living together, 
or have a child in common are able to file 
for an emergency protective order (EPO). 
An EPO prohibits unlawful contact between 
two parties and can be tailored to fit the 
victim’s circumstances appropriately.  

In addition to being unable to access 
legal protection, dating partners are also 
unable to access many of the resources 
available to other people experiencing 
violence at the hands of an intimate partner.  

For example, teens are frequently not 
permitted to stay in shelters without a parent 
or legal guardian. They also may not feel 
comfortable seeking services from local 
resources for fear that information will be 
reported to authorities or parents. All of 
these factors combine to leave our teens 
intolerably vulnerable to the dangers posed 
by abusive former and current partners.  

Across the country, as the numbers of 
teen dating violence incidents have gone up 
over the last few years, so has protection 
for dating partners at the state level. In 
2005, Kentucky was one of 18 states that 
offered no protection for dating partners. 
Currently, however, Kentucky is one of only 
eight states without this coverage (www.
breakthecycle.org).  This is not for a lack 
of trying, either.  

For the past few years, legislation 
has been proposed multiple times to 
extend protection rights to dating partners. 
Unfortunately, legislation has failed to pass 
through the General Assembly, leaving 
Kentucky’s teens still vulnerable. This year, 
another bill will be proposed to allow dating 
partners to file for an emergency protective 
order. If you want to show that it is time to 
protect Kentucky’s dating partners, please 

contact your legislator today and tell her 
or him what you think and how you feel 
about this issue.  

If you would like to learn more about 
the issue of teen dating violence, please visit 
loveisrespect.org. Finally, if you would like 
to become familiar with local resources or 
invite an educator to speak with a group of 
teenagers or parents about dating violence, 
please contact The Center for Women and 

Families at 1-877-803-7577. This is a 24-
hour crisis line and is available to those 
seeking more information, as well as those 
seeking safety and help. 

       
Kathleen Kelly, BA, and Lori Droege, 

MPH, CPH, are Prevention Coordinators 
for The Center for Women & Families 
(www.thecenteronline.org). Contact them 
at 502-581-7206.

A commitment to collective liberation 
takes shape as (1) recognizing the 
exploitation and oppression in society; 
(2) understanding one’s relationship to 
that exploitation and oppression; and (3) 
working to form alliances between people 
who experience both oppression and 
privilege to transform society, recognizing 
the centrality of oppressed people’s 
leadership in that process.

By “organizing” we mean breaking 
the solidarity of white people with the 
ruling class. History has demonstrated that 
key constituencies in white communities 
are more likely to break from the ruling 
class based on their own experiences of 
exploitation and oppression as well as their 
struggles for equality and justice. People 
who are women, working class, non-white, 
queer, transgender and gender variant, 
disabled and/or Jewish have historically 
moved to the left, and have been anti-racist 
leaders in this country. 

White supremacy is a key part of the 
foundation that we can tear out from under 
the ruling class to unleash the possibility 
of collective liberation. To do this, white 
anti-racist organizing needs to unlock 
the imagination of white consciousness 
to conceive of liberation and believe it is 
possible. The best way to do this is through 
firsthand experience. 

Louisville has been remarkable in 
creating organizations that recognize 
the necessity of anti-racist work in and 
revolutionary or progressive activism in 
the U.S. There still remains a lot of work 
to do here, but the work of people like 
Carl and Anne Braden, the Wallace family, 
the Kentucky Alliance against Racist 
and Political Repression, the Fairness 

Campaign, the Kentucky Labor Institute, 
and many others have worked to stitch 
together a dynamic, progressive and anti-
racist movement in this former slave state 
and “Gateway to the South.”

The Occupy movement, of course, 
provides a special opportunity today for 
white people to experience firsthand anti-
racist political praxis, too—and not just in 
the experience of a local event but also of by 
being part of a worldwide movement. Much 
of Louisville’s progressive movements have 
been linked to larger movements already. 
Many unions, for example, are national 
international. But the emergence of 99%-ers 
offers a special, world-historical moment.

The job then of white anti-racist leaders 
and organizers today is to incorporate race 
into the immediate goals of the Occupy 
movement as well to support its white 
participants with political anti-racist 
education, mentorship and reflection space. 
We must help white people joining OWS 
to make sense of their participation and 
to ground it in the vision and strategy of 
collective liberation. 

Chris Crass is a father and longtime 
organizer living in Knoxville, TN. He has 
worked with Food Not Bombs (www.food-
notbombs.net) and the Catalyst Project (col-
lectiveliberation.org). An earlier version of 
this essay was published with Left Turn at 
www.leftturn.org. Contact him on FaceBook. 

Occupy  (continued from page 1)
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Calendar (continued from back page)

Feb 15 (Wed) GROWING FOOD AND COMMUNITY. 15 Thousand Farmers, at Dismas 
St. Ann’s on Algonquin Pkwy, the 15th day each month.  Share ideas and experiences 
about growing your own food. Taste samples. Visit www.15thousandfarmers.com

Feb 16 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER HEALTH CARE. Every third Thursday, 
5:30 PM. First Unitarian Church, 809 South Fourth Street. Call Kay Tillow, 636-1551.

Feb 16 (Thurs) THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH. Rudyard Kipling Restaurant, 11:30 AM. 
Engaging speakers on peace, justice, and community issues. For more information, contact 
Jean Edwards at 458-8056 or edwardsfor@bellsouth.net or Cathy Ford at 458-1223 or 
fordhoff@bellsouth.net. 

Feb 17 (Fri) ANNE BRADEN INSTITUTE RESEARCH IN SOCIAL JUSTICE . UofL, 
at 3:30PM. A report-back forum including professors Jennie Burnet, Anthropology; Glenn 
Crothers, History; and Nicole Seymour, English. Visit http: louisville.edu/cchs

Feb 17 (Thurs) MENTAL ILLNESS SUPPORT AND ADVOCACY. NAMI Louisville 
every third Thursday at 3PM. Also Saturdays and Sundays. Support group for families. 
Draw on years of experience. Visit www.namilouisville.org

Feb 18 (Sat) AFRICAN AMERICAN INVENTORS. Main Library, 2PM. Explore the 
innovations of African American inventors. Create your own Invention. Ages 3 to 11. 
Visit www. lfpl.org

Feb 20 (Mon) SOCIAL CHANGE BOOK CLUB. Every third Monday, Heine Bros., 119 
Chenoweth, 6PM. For book list, visit  www.greenlistlouisville.com

Feb 23 (Thurs) NETWORK LUNCHEON, University Club, UofL, Noon. Every Fourth 
Thursday. Spirited and constructive dialogue on race relations in Louisville in a safe and 
inclusive environment. For reservations call, the UofL Office of Diversity at 852-5719.

Feb 23 (Thurs) FORsooth LABELING. Presbyterian Seminary,  Nelson Hall, Room 10. 
6:30 PM. Every fourth Thursday. We need volunteers! Many hands make light work, and 
the opposite is also true! So please join us if you can. Call 458-8056 for more information!

Feb 28 (Tues) LOUISVILLE GREEN DRINKS. Every 4th Tuesdays at 6:30PM. 
Conversation and networking for local ecology-minded businesses and individuals. Visit 
www.greenlistlouisville.com

Feb 28 (Tues) FREE NONPROFIT STARTUP CLINIC Center for Nonprofit Excellence, 
3:30PM. Learn the fundamentals. Pitfalls to avoid. Visit www.cnpe.org

Mar 3 (Sat) SHEN WEI DANCE ARTS.  Dance elements include Chinese opera, Eastern 
philosophy, traditional, and contemporary art. Fascinating fantasy in movement. See 
www.kentuckycenter.org 

OUT OF TOWN
Feb 17 to 19. PEACE-BUILDING PEACE-LEARNING CONFERENCE. National Peace 

Academy. Examine the ecological dimensions of peace-building, right relationships and 
the ecological sphere. Visit www.nationalpeaceacademy.org

Feb 22 to 24. CONVIVIALITY IN A MULTIRELIGIOUS COMMUNITY. Explore 
the advantages and opportunities of religious pluralism. The nature of truth, creative 
transformation, unilateral and relational perspectives, different visions of God, acceptance, 
and solidarity. Visit www.ctr4process.org

by Sit-In for the Mountains 
Now that the Capitol is bustling with 

legislators, lobbyists, citizens, and the media, 
the Sit-In for the Mountains is increasing its 
presence at the capitol to three days a week, 
Tuesday through Thursday. The group has 
called on citizens to help show the governor, 
state legislators, and the world the many faces 
of people who are opposed to mountaintop 
removal and the abuses of the coal industry. 

Beginning on Earth Day 2011, 
Kentuckians began a wave of protests 
against mountaintop removal coal mining 
by maintaining a peaceful presence in the 
governor’s office at the Kentucky state 
capitol one day each week. The protests 
were inspired by the weekend occupation 
of the governor’s office in February 2011 
by fourteen Kentuckians determined to hold 
the Beshear administration accountable for 
its complicity with the coal industry.

Since then, protestors have visited the 
capitol one day a week to sit in or just outside 
the governor’s office with signs urging Gov. 
Beshear to protect the mountains, streams, 
and communities of the Commonwealth 
by ending the practice of mountaintop 
removal mining. 

Over a hundred individuals have 
participated in the sit-in, including coalfield 
residents, former miners, Kentuckians with 
strong ties to Appalachia, and those who 
are deeply concerned about air and water 

Protesters move on Kentucky Capitol for legislative session
quality issues.

While most have sat quietly with their 
signs, engaging passersby in conversation as 
the occasion arose, some have serenaded the 
governor’s staff with mournful coal songs or 
lain corpselike beneath fake tombstones to 
symbolize the death and destruction caused 
by mountaintop removal mining. 

Other protestors have shared school 
projects about mercury pollution, made 
sculptures, conducted a survey, or dressed 
up like Santa to deliver lumps of coal to Gov. 
Beshear and legislators on the “naughty” 
list for their unquestioning support of 
destructive mining practices. 

One participant, Jeri Howell of the 
Frankfort High School Earth Club, who 
carried her message to the governor through 
song, explained why she got involved with 
the sit-in: 

“My friend in Hindman can’t drink the 
water. He says it upsets his stomach, gets him 
sick. My friend in Whitesburg can’t seem to 
quit writing songs about the hardships of a 
coal miner and the devastating impacts it has 
on families. His songs speak the truth . . . 
my stomach turns and my heart aches for my 
friends living amongst the toxic valley fills 
poisoning their water, amongst the blasts that 
shake their houses’ foundations, amongst the 
economic disgrace and unfairness of certain 
coal companies. Call me crazy, blame me 
for wanting to ruin Kentucky’s economy, 
bash me for being a ‘dirty tree hugger,’ but I 

won’t stand for the Governor and legislature 
of Kentucky supporting this Hell we are 
creating in Appalachia.”

Another participant from the Frankfort 
High School Earth Club, Shannan Slone, 
recalled visiting her grandparents living in 
the shadow of a mining operation in Pippa 
Passes, Kentucky, and seeing the film of 
coal dust that always covered the porch of 
their otherwise spotless house. 

Her grandmother would ask, “If it’s 
this thick on my porch, how thick is it 
in our lungs?” Shannan, who dressed 
as a corpse and lay in the governor’s 
office beneath a sign calling for an end to 
mountaintop removal, described her view 
of the coal industry’s pernicious impact on 
Appalachian communities: 

“My grandparents are mountain people. 
This means they are tough. They do what 
they have to do to survive; my grandfather 
once lay on his belly for eight hours to shoot 
a groundhog for supper. But the problems 
caused by the coal industry can’t be 
remedied by hard work or being ornery. You 
can’t shoot lung disease or return a mountain 
to its former beauty after strip mining. You 
can’t work hard enough to remove the taste 
of rotten eggs from the water in your faucets 
or the soot in the once unspoiled mountain 
streams. And you certainly can’t escape the 
effects corporate mining has on a family; 
you can’t mend a broken heart caused by the 
death of a loved one in a mining accident 

with ingenuity alone. You can’t outrun the 
greed of the coal companies if accepting it 
is the only way to put food on the table for 
your family.”

Caroline Taylor-Webb, a retiree from 
state government who now devotes most of 
her time to civic pursuits, fell in love with 
the mountains at the age of eleven while 
spending a summer with her father in the Red 
River Gorge. “From then on, I considered 
myself an environmentalist,” she says. In 
1988 and ’89, she teamed up with her friend 
Dr. Louise Chawla to conduct an oral history 
project on Kentucky conservationists. The 
project took them through Appalachia, 
where they interviewed, amongst others, 
Harry Caudill and Mary Rogers of Pine 
Mountain Settlement School. 

While working for the Department of 
Natural Resources, she got to visit some 
“reclaimed” strip mine sites, but they were “a 
joke,” she says. Strip mining was bad enough, 
but with the expansion of mountaintop re-
moval, surface mining became even more 
destructive. Caroline knew she had to do 
something. She now coordinates scheduling 
all of the shifts for the sit-in and is excited 
about maintaining an increased presence at 
the Capitol through the legislative session.

If you are interested in taking part 
in the protests, please contact Caroline 
Taylor-Webb at SitInfortheMtns@gmail.
com or 502-229-8269 to schedule a shift. 

by Scott Houchin
I attended another Occupy march this 

morning. It was a nice Colorado winter 
day—cold, sunny, with light winds. It was 
also the Saturday of Thanksgiving weekend, 
one of the biggest ski days of the year. 

This is Colorado, and they take skiing 
seriously around here. It is as serious as 
basketball is to Kentucky. Certainly, it was a 
decision for me. I am a cross-country skier 
and the weather was perfect for heading up 
to the Indian Peaks Wilderness Area and 
putting in a couple miles of skiing with 
spectacular views of the mountains. It was 
only an hour away.

But I stayed in Denver and went to the 
march—there will be other ski days, and 
this stuff was important. No violence was 
expected—the march was a call for numbers 
and it was described as a “children’s march.” 
The Occupiers got what they asked for—
there were a lot of children in the 1000-plus 
crowd. But many of the marchers were my 
age—a little above 45 (and for those that 
know me, you can stop laughing now).  

It is good to see folks that have been 
around a while at these marches. I ran into 
one marcher about my age who had a sign 
referencing the Dred Scott Decision. It had 
a one-liner drawing a parallel between Dred 
Scott, and the recent Citizens United decision 
that gives corporations the same rights as 
individual persons. I told him that I thought 
I was the only one here that knew about the 
Dred Scott decision. He responded, “There 
are a lot of smart people here.” 

For those who may not know, Dred 
Scott v, Sandford was the decision by the 
Supreme Court that found human beings 
of African descent were property and not 
legal “persons” and therefore could not 
be citizens of the United States. It was a 
decision made in 1857—four years before 
the civil war started in 1861. 

Where Dred Scott undermined 
democracy by perversely refusing flesh 
and blood people (people of African 
descent) political rights, Citizens United 
undermines democracy by granting fictive 
persons (corporations) the political right to 
finance political contests without limit. At 
the march, many posters declared Occupier 
outrage at such a decision. 

So far, I have come to the conclusion 
that there are approximately four concrete 
demands—or at least they are central themes 
that the Occupiers want:

1) Reinstate the Glass-Steagall act
2) Repeal the Patriot Act
3) Reverse the Citizens United decision
4) Provide medical care for all
Certainly, many of the occupiers had 

posters and signs reflecting the four items 

Veteran protester reflects on Mile-High march

listed above. As MSNBC has stated—
repeatedly—it is their observation that both 
the original Tea Party folks and the left are 
attending Occupy actions. 

I have to admit, at the first Occupy 
march that I attended there were a large 
number of Ron Paul supporters present, and 
they had their posters regarding the Fed. I 
am not among that camp, but it has been my 
observation, after attending a few Denver 
Occupy events, that it does look like the 
MSNBC’s analysis has validity. 

Both the left and original Tea Party 
types seem to agree on reinstating the Glass-
Steagall Act, repealing the Patriot Act and 
reversing the Citizens United decision. The 
medical care for all seems to be a position 
on which most will agree. However, the 
“how to” portion is subject to debate—lots 
of debate. Occupiers are smart, they know 
how to argue, and they argue about the “how 
to” of medical care for all in detail.

Every Occupy march starts out with an 
announcement or “Mic check.” There is a lot 
of attention given to the diversity issue. The 
speakers announce, “We are a very politically 
diverse group, and we should respect each 
other’s political diversity,” and they do. 

Unfortunately, many parts of the 
media—and society for that matter—view 
this respect for diverse political views as 
being unorganized. Because no traditional 
political party is dominant or even present at 
the events, the media dismisses the Occupy 
movement as not standing for anything. 

Both Republican and Democrat politi-
cians certainly have NOT been sympathetic 
to the Occupiers. The Occupy movement 
seems to be outside traditional political 
lines—just like many of the great non-violent 
movements in this country. It is not about the 
party but about the issues: “We are the 99 
percent,” and “The banks got bailed out, but 
we got sold out.” Pretty simple stuff. 

The outrage is simple, as well. It comes 
from all corners of society, and that is one 
reason that traditional media have such 

a hard time “defining” the Occupiers. 99 
percent of America must inescapably be a 
diverse group. It’s hard to pigeonhole almost 
all of America into a typical category. The 
Occupy people do NOT fit a pattern, and that 
is their strength. The only thing they have 
in common is that they are Americans, and 
they are angry with what has happened—
“We are the 99 percent”—“The banks got 
bailed out” —“We got sold out.” It speaks 
for itself—“We are democracy in action.” 

If the traditional media does not know 
what the Occupy demands are—it is because 
they are not listening. The Occupiers chant 
it every march.

Scott Houchin is a longtime FOR member 
now living in Denver, CO. As a Paddlewheeler 
in the late 1970s and early 80s he helped stop 
construction of the proposed Marble Hill 
nuclear power plant on the Ohio River. Reach 
him at sparky9cougar@comcast.net.

FOR member Scott Houchin 
with Occupy Denver
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Third Thursday Lunches
presented by the

Fellowship of Reconciliation
& Interfaith Paths to Peace

January to April 2012
January 19     Dean Bucalos

“Releasing Ex‑Offenders into our Communities – A Faith‑Based Response”  
Rev. Dean Bucalos is the pastor of Luther Luckett Christian Church at the Luther Luckett 
Correctional Complex – the only prison congregation in Kentucky.  Dean also works with 
Mission Behind Bars and Beyond, a re‑entry ministry, and teaches courses on Christianity and 
social justice at Bellarmine and Spalding.

February 16 Russell Vandenbroucke
Director of Peace, Justice & Conflict Transformation, University of Louisville
Russ is Professor of Theatre Arts at UofL, where he was recently named Director of its new pro‑
gram in Peace, Justice & Conflict Transformation.  He will discuss the new program and his recent 
visit to Hiroshima. He will also present scenes from the forthcoming production (Feb. 29‑March 
4) of “Atomic Bombers,” his behind‑the‑scenes look at the international physicists racing to make 
the bomb, enmeshed in a project so all‑consuming that they barely took time to think.

March 15 Marta Miranda
President and CEO, the Center for Women and Families
Domestic violence and sexual assault are at epidemic proportions.  In observance of Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month, Marta Miranda will discuss the Center’s “Green Dot” violence 
prevention program and the importance of a community‑wide response, including bystander 
prevention programs, to increase public knowledge about risk factors and how to intervene in 
order to prevent acts of violence before they actually occur.

April 19 Andy Loving
“Moving Your Money for Social Change” 
Where can you bank and invest to engender social change?  What is community impact investing 
and can it truly help? What about investing in microfinance, fair trade, and affordable housing?  
Andy Loving, a social investment financial advisor and activist, will share his views from 20 
years of work in this area.

The Rudyard Kipling • 422 West Oak Street • Louisville
Buffet Lunch at 11:30 • Presentations at Noon • $6.00

For reservations, call Jean Edwards (458-8056),
e-mail EdwardsFOR@bellsouth.net or

Cathy Ford (458-1223), FordHoff@bellsouth.net

Bree Pearsall

by Bree Pearsall
On Tuesday, November 29th, The 

Network Center for Community Change 
along with Jobs with Justice and the 
Kentucky Equal Justice Center hosted a 
workers’ rights board hearing focusing on 
the issue of wage theft. About 50 people 
came out to the Metro United Way in 
Louisville to hear affected workers and 
statewide experts give testimony about the 
ways that some employers steal hard-earned 
wages from workers.

Some of the tactics mentioned include 
employers mis-classifying employees as 
independent contractors to avoid paying 
taxes and benefits such as worker’s 
compensation and social security, as well 
as non-payment of overtime hours, and 
payment under the legal minimum wage.

One of the workers who testified 
worked in several different construction 
projects across central Kentucky, including 
the Kentucky Horse Park. He was not paid 
for his work on two different jobs, and when 
he asked his employer for the money he was 
told that his employer simply didn’t have it. 

He shared his frustration that when a 
boss doesn’t pay his or her workers, there 
are no criminal penalties. The worker told 

Kentuckians fight back against wage theft
the workers’ rights board that if he walked 
into Wal-Mart and stole something, he would 
surely be arrested and could go to jail. But if 
an employer steals wages from an employee, 
the employer will most likely will face no 
repercussions. In Kentucky, wage theft is a 
civil offense, not a criminal offense.

Dianet Valencia and Dave Sueholtz 
spoke on behalf of the Kentucky Labor 
Cabinet, which is the state agency in charge 
of enforcing labor laws. Dianet and Dave 
shared about some of the common problems 
they find as they investigate complaints from 
workers around the state. 

They are seeing an increase in illegal 
deductions being taken out of workers’ 
paychecks, particularly with the rise of 
temporary employment agencies charging 
employees for multiple background checks 
and drug testing. They also highlighted 
some of the responses that other states and 
cities have taken, including changing wage 
theft to a criminal offense instead of just a 
civil offense.

Larry Roberts from the Kentucky 
Building and Construction Trades testified 
about the problem of misclassification and 
the need to hold employers accountable who 
want to classify workers as independent 
contractors instead of employees. Larry 

introduced us to a new term, “payroll fraud,” 
and highlighted the millions of dollars that 
the state loses because employers evade 
taxes that should go into state coffers. He 
also illustrated how this practice gives 
dishonest employers an unfair advantage 
because their costs are lower, driving honest 
employers out of business.    

Marissa Castellanos from the human 
trafficking program at Catholic Charities 
also shared about the problems of wage theft 
that have arisen in the context of human 
trafficking cases. She asked for support from 

the panel and the audience for a change in 
the penal code that will be introduced this 
upcoming legislative session in Frankfort.  
The proposal is mostly tailored to the needs 
of human trafficking cases, but will also 
change the theft of services provision to 
include non-payment of wages.

In order to put what is happening 
in Kentucky in the national context, Ted 
Smukler from Interfaith Worker Justice 
(IWJ) in Chicago testified about the 
responses that other communities have 
taken to fight back against wage theft. IWJ 
is a network of worker centers across the 
country, and Ted highlighted the unique role 
that worker centers can play in organizing 
workers and educating folks about their 
workplace rights.  

While policy changes can have a 
big impact, worker centers have also 
been successful in recovering wages by 
pressuring abusive employers to pay-up 
by using direct action. These centers have 
also been at the forefront of many of the 
legislative victories across the country. 

Another worker from Shelbyville, 
Kentucky, testified about her experience of 
wage theft and the threats that her family 
received from the employer as they were 
trying to recover their stolen wages with 
an attorney and through the local human 
rights commission.

The worker testified that her family 
almost lost their home because they were 
behind on the rent, meanwhile the employer 
was threatening that he was going to call 
immigration to deport her and her family 
if they didn’t drop the case.

After listening to testimony, the work-
ers’ rights board deliberated and made recom-
mendations of ways to move forward. They 
recommended that we look at some of the 
legislative remedies suggested by the present-
ers, but they also highlighted the need for 
further education about the problem.

Many panel members said that hearing 
the testimony helped them to understand 
how wage theft happens, a problem of which 
most of them were previously unaware.

The panel emphasized that educating 
workers about their rights is also key so 
folks know where to go when they find 
themselves victims of wage theft. The board 
also suggested that people and organizations 
interested in empowering workers continue 
discussion about starting a workers’ center 
in Louisville.

Bree Pearsall is an activist working with 
the Kentucky Equal Justice Center (www.
kyequaljustice.org). For more information 
about future steps, contact any of the other host 
organizations, Network Center for Commu-
nity Change (makechangetogether.org), and 
Kentucky Jobs with Justice (www.kyjwj.org).

Please pass on paper copies of 
FORsooth to at least 

three friends, and please 
pass on the PDF widely. 

www.FORsoothNewpaper.org



Regular Meeting Times for 
Area Organizations
ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF 
KENTUCKIANA – (485-1248)
AIDS INTERFAITH MINISTRIES (AIM) OF 
KENTUCKIANA, INC. – 1st Tuesday (574-6085 or 574-6086)
AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB –4th Tuesday. 
Contact Enid Redman at 459-0616 or John Mine at pappajohn15@
gmail.com.  Also see www.America2000plus.net.
AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND 
STATE – Every month at noon (contact Paul Simmons: 608-7517)  
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL – 1st Saturday (Sharon: 637-8951) 
at Heine Bros. on Douglass Loop
APPAF [American Palestine Public Affairs Forum] –  
2nd Thursday (773-1836)
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – Last Monday every other month 
(239-4317 for details)
CAPA [Citizens Against Police Abuse] –2nd Thursday (778-8130) 
Meet at Braden Center, 3208 W. Broadway
CART [Coalition for the Advancement of Regional Transportation] 
– 3rd Wednesday,Union Station, TARC Board Room
CLOUT [CITIZENS OF LOUISVILLE ORGANIZED AND 
WORKING TOGETHER] – (583-1267)
COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST – 
2nd Monday (456-6586)
COMMON CAUSE – Ad hoc discussions. Continuous engagement. 
www.commoncause.org/ky
COMMUNITY FARM ALLIANCE OF JEFFERSON COUNTY 
– 2nd Tuesday (223-3655)
COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” – 
Second Sunday (893-2334)
EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE – 2nd Saturday (299-9520) 
www.LouisvilleEarthSave.org
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community dialogues and 
volunteer opportunities (893-0788)
FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB – 1st Thursday, 
papajohn15@bellsouth.net
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION – 
4th Monday (609-7985 or 291-2506)
FRIENDS FOR HOPE (Support Group for Adult Cancer 
Survivors) – 1st Thursday (451-9600)
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE – 2nd Tuesday 
(893-8436)
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB – 
3rd Tuesday, 7pm. (502-644-0659)
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE – 1st Tuesday (214-7322)
IRFI [ISLAMIC RESEARCH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL, 
INC.] – Sundays at 6:00 PM (502-423-1988)
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (582-5454)
JURISDICTIONARY CLUB OF LOUISVILLE – 
Know the law and how to use it (500-8161)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – (345-5386)
KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] – 
2nd Monday (589-3188)
KITOD [KENTUCKIANA INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON 
DARFUR] – (553-6172)
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL 
REPRESSION – 3rd Monday (778-8130)
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY – 
(541-9998)
KITLAC [KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN 
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN] – 2nd Wednesday (479-9262)
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS (502-895-5218), 
www.louisville-orglwv
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN 
STATES – 3rd Sunday (451-5658)
LOUISVILLE PEAK OIL GROUP – 2nd Saturday (425-6645)
LPAC [LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY] – 
(456-6914)
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH – 
Meditation every Sunday (473-8435)
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights 
(893-0788), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY (LIFE) – 
4th Sunday (384-3875)
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday 
(895-0866 or 899-9261)
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION – 
4th Wednesday (584-6858)
MIGHTY KINDNESS – mightykindness@gmail.com 
(235-0711)
MUHAMMAD ALI INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND 
JUSTICE, at UL (852-6372)
NAACP [NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF COLORED PEOPLE] – 3rd Monday (776-7608)
NAMI [NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL] 
– 2nd Monday (245-5287)
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND 
GAYS (P-FLAG) – 3rd Sunday (329-0229)
PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML – 
(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)
RCRC [RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR REPRODUCTIVE 
CHOICE] – (866-606-0988)
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
SIERRA CLUB INNER CITY OUTINGS – 2nd Thursday, 7:30 
PM (558-0073)
WOMEN IN TRANSITION (WIT) – every Wednesday, 
6-8 PM (636-0160)

Note: If your group would like to be added to this list or if information 
needs to be updated, please let us know by calling 458-8056.

Calendar for peacemakers

(continued on page 6)

2nd Sunday each month. NEW CHAPTER OF VETERANS 
FOR PEACE,  3-4pm before the Douglass Loop Vigil. 
Contact Russ Hinkle at 502.632.217, russellhinkle@
kypage.com, or on FaceBook. 

Feb 1 (Wed) AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY 
MONTH CULTURAL EVENTS CALENDAR. 
This free 40-plus page book describing films, lectures, 
exhibits, plays, commemorative events, concerts, 
seminars, and happenings is distributed at public 
libraries and other locations. 90-some events altogether. 
Compiled by local historian and community activist 
Walter Hutchins for over 20 years.

Feb 1 (Wed) BLACK HISTORY MONTH QUILT. 
Newburg Public Library everyday this month. Children 
5 to 12. Make a quilt square expressing your dreams for 
the future or your gratitude for those who came before 
you. Visit  www.lfpl.org

Feb 1 (Wed) AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY CHAL-
LENGE. Newburg Public Library every day this month. 
Improve your knowledge of history. Visit  www.lfpl.org

Feb 1 (Wed) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY 
FORUM. Every first Wednesday. Sustainability and 
relationships that create a community for change. Bring 
your lunch. Noon to 1:45 PM, Passionist Earth & Spirit 
Center, the Barn at 1924 Newburg Road. 

Feb 1 (Wed) NOONTIME INTERFAITH MEDITA-
TIONS. Every Wednesday from 12:30 to 12:50 at Christ 
Church Cathedral, Downtown. Weekly rotation includes 
Zen Buddhist silence, Lecto Divina, Vipassana Bud-
dhist practices, and Creative Visualization. Visit http://
paths2peace.org

Feb 1 (Wed) NATURE PRESERVE VOLUNTEERS. 
Blackacre State Nature Preserve and Historic Homestead. 
Every Wednesday, 9AM to Noon. Help care for gardens, 
trails, and farmland. Visit www.blackacreconservancy.org

Feb 1 (Wed) MAKE A DIFFERENCE. Hand in Hand 
Ministries, 6:30PM. Informal one-hour introduction to 
our immersion trips and volunteer opportunities. Visit 
www.hhministries.com

Feb 2 (Thurs) BLUES FOR ALABAMA SKY. A play 
by Pearl Clearage and directed by Nefertiti Burton. 
UofL Theater Arts at 8PM. Depression era drama set in 
Harlem. Call 852-6142.

Feb 2 (Thurs) DISCOVER AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
GREATNESS. Bon Air Public Library. Every day this 
month. A scavenger hunt to discover how African-Amer-
icans changed the world. All ages. Visit  www.lfpl.org

Feb 4 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEMY. Every Saturday. 
African American history, culture, and current issues. 
Free. Call the UofL College of Arts and Sciences at 
852-2658 for more information.

Feb 4 (Sat) ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLUB. Every 
Saturday at the Newburg Branch & Iroquois Branch Pub-
lic Libraries, 3PM. Also Main Library on Thursdays at 
7PM. Practice conversational English with neighbors and 
friends from many parts of the world. Visit www.lfpl.org

Feb 4 (Sat) SACK LUNCHES FOR HOMELESS. Every 
Saturday, 12pm to 2PM, Bates Community Development 
Corporation (original Bates Memorial Baptist Church) 
Visit www.batescdc.com

THE INGREDIENTS OF PEACEMAKING include 
Non-Violent Communication, Human Rights, Solidarity, 
Self-Determination, Participatory Governance, Elimina-
tion of Poverty, and Environmental Stewardship. This 
calendar presents examples we hope you find inspiring.

Feb 4 (Sat) LOUISVILLE COMMUNITY SUPPORTED 
AGRICULTURE. Every Saturday morning next 
Spring, Summer and Fall. Visit www.louisvilleky.gov/
HealthyHometown

Feb 4 (Sat) LAND STEWARD PROJECT.  Jefferson 
Memorial Forest. Every first Saturday, 9AM to Noon. 
Also, Wednesdays. Help improve landscape and protect 
native flora. Gloves, tools, water and on-the-job training 
provided. Visit www.louisvilleky.gov/metroparks/
jeffersonmemorialforest/

Feb 4 (Sat) BLACK IN LATIN AMERICA. Iroquois 
Public Library at 1PM. Screenings of the PBS series 
and moderated discussion. Also, Feb 11, 18 & 25. Visit  
www.lfpl.org

Feb 5 (Sun) “AIM HIGHER” focusing on military 
counter-recruitment. Every first Sunday at 7 PM, 2236 
Kaelin Avenue at the FOR office. Discuss conscientious 
objection, military recruitment, and the possibility for 
high school students to “opt out” of having their names 
given to recruiters. Call Jim Johnson, 262-0148.

Feb 6 (Mon) DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH ISSUE 
OF FORsooth. Contact Peter Fosl, editor, at 291-2506 
or fpsol@me.com. Please email new or updated calendar 
listings to calendar.peace@gmail.com.

Feb 6 (Mon) AFTERSCHOOL TUTORS. Every Monday 
through Thursday between 3:30PM & 7PM. Brooklawn 
Child & Family Services. Tutoring helps our kids 
improve classroom performance and build self-esteem. 
Visit www.brooklawn.net

Feb 6 (Mon) ZUMBA LATIN DANCE. Originated 
by Columbian native Albert Perez, choreographer 
and trainer. YMCA, Berrytown, Every Monday & 
Wednesday, 6:30PM, Downtown, Every Thursday, 6PM, 
and Chestnut Street, Every Friday at 12PM. Visit www.
ymcalouisville.org

Feb 6 (Mon) BICYCLING GROUP RIDES. Louisville 
Bicycle Club, Every Monday, weather permitting. Fat 
Forty at 8:45AM. Recovery Ride at 6:45PM. Visit www.
louisvilleky.gov/bikelouisville

Feb 7 (Tues) SPANISH CONVERSATION CLUB. Every 
Tuesday at the Main Library, 7PM. Immerse yourself in 
Spanish language with native speakers from all around 
the world.  Visit www.lfpl.org

Feb 7 (Tues) INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION 
PROGRAM WORKSHOP. Every Tuesday, 11AM 
to 1PM. The Council on Developmental Disabilities. 
An IEP is the cornerstone of a quality education for a 
child with a disability. Learn how to address barriers to 
inclusion. Call 584-1239

Feb 7 (Tues) COMMUNITY POLICING. Citizens 
Police Academy. Every Tuesday from 7PM to 9:30PM. 
Learn more about criminal law, police procedures 
and community engagement. Call 574-7423 for class 
schedule. Ask also about The Latino Citizens Police 
Academy and The Youth Academy.

Feb 7 (Tues) WORLD RELIGIONS: AN INTRODUC-
TION. Bellarmine University Continuing Studies, 
6PM to 7:30PM, eight weekly sessions. Move beyond 
tolerance to understanding. Visit www.bellarmine.edu/ce

Feb 8 (Wed) KENTUCKY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE 
ON LATIN AMERICAL AND THE CARIBBEAN 
(KITLAC). Every second Wednesday at Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary, Winn Center. 7:30 PM. For 
more information, call David Horvath at 479-9262 or 
Pat Geier at 456-6586.

THE WAYS AND MEANS OF PEACEMAKING 
include Advocacy, Witnessing, Service, Organizing, 
Financial Support, Teaching & Learning, and Prayer & 
Meditation.  This calendar presents examples we hope 
you find inspiring.

Feb 8 (Wed) VOLUNTEER HOME BUILDERS. 
Habitat for Humanity home construction sites are 
open Wednesday to Saturday, 8:30AM to 3:30PM 
this month.  For effective planning, we ask for a full 
day commitment. No skills required. Ask about other 
volunteer opportunities. Visit www.hfhlouisville.org

Feb 8 (Wed) LABOR-MANAGEMENT LUNCHEON 
SERIES, Recognized speakers on current labor issues. 
UofL, Noon to 1:30PM. Every second Wednesday. Visit 
https://louisville.edu/labormanagement/

Feb 08 (Wed) GRANTSEEKING BASICS. Main Public 
Library, 6PM to 8PM.Learn how to research grants and 
write proposals. Visit  www.lfpl.org

Feb 9 (Thurs) THE FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB. 
Every second Thursday of the month, for those interested 
in learning more about economic theories and public 
policy. 6:30 PM, 1838 Frankfort Ave. For more informa-
tion, contact John Miller at papajohn15@bellsouth.net.

Feb 9 (Thurs) AMERICAN PALESTINE PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS FORUM (APPAF). Every second Thursday. 
A documentary film exploring the situation in Middle 
East will be presented. 7 PM, Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary, Nelson Hall, Room 119. For more information, 
call Bashar Masri, 773-1836.

Feb 10 (Fri) ANDALUCIA STYLE SPANISH DANCE. 
Flamenco Louisville at BLU Italian Grille, Downtown, 
7–9PM. Every second Friday. Authentic flamenco 
music and dance. Spanish cuisine. Visit www.
flamencolouisivlle.org

Feb 10 (Fri) URBAN ASTRONOMY. The Louisville 
Astronomical Society, at dusk in Tom Sawyer Park. 
Every 2nd Friday. Look through telescopes at planets, 
our moon, stars, double stars, the Orion nebula and other 
wonders. Visit www.louisville-astro.org

Feb 11 (Sat) PEAK OIL. Every 2nd Saturday, Main Library, 
4th & York, Mezzanine, Boardroom. 9 AM. Call George 
Perkins, 425-6645.

Feb 11 (Sat) THE YEAR OF THE DRAGON DINNER 
AND AUCTION. The Crane House at 6:30PM. Visit 
www.cranehouse.org

Feb 12 (Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE. Every second Sunday. 
A remembrance of all those suffering from conflicts in 
the Middle East. Bring a sign. 5-6 PM, Bardstown Road 
at Douglass Blvd. Sponsored by LPAC (Louisville Peace 
Action Community). For more information, call Harold 
Trainer at 387-9490.

Feb 13 (Mon) URBAN LEAGUE YOUNG PROFES-
SIONALS.  Louisville Urban League, Every 2nd 
Monday, 6PM. Networking opportunities for emerging 
leaders ages 21 to 40 of all minority backgrounds. Call 
the Urban League office for more info: 561-6830.

Feb 14 (Tues) GREEN CONVENE. Every second Tuesday 
at The Clifton Center, 6:30PM. Join residents and 
policymakers in examining ways to connect the health 
of our community with our environment. Visit www.
greenconvene.org

Feb 14 (Tue) FREE HOME ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
SEMINAR. Energy Pros Sustainable Home Education 
Group, 6:30PM to 8:30PM. Learn the basics. Visit www.
theenergypros.net

Feb 15 (Wed) READ YOUR WAY AROUND THE WORLD. 
The Mayor’s Book Club, Main Public Library, Every third 
Wednesday, Noon to 1PM. See list of 50 titles at www.wfpl.
org. To find out what we are reading, call 574-1611


