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A Cadet Academy: Marching children away from needed skills
By Chris Harmer, Everett
Hoffman, and Ellen Schagene
Instead of learning music, art, drama,
Middle School sixth, seventh and eighthgraders are now receiving military training
from a “senior military instructor” (retired

community organizing. The coalition was
successful in delaying the possible expansion to magnet status until school year
vote later this year on whether to approve
that move to magnet status.
We hope that you will get involved by
contacting Aim Higher at its e-mail address:
FORnonviolence@gmail.com, so we can
include you in our e-mail alerts.

School administrators. Acting without
a vote by the Board of Education, the

students we could meet with in groups to
discuss this and related issues. We need
the help of everyone interested in effective
education to oppose the militarization of
our middle schools.
Here are the key issues of concern about

middle school military “cadet academy.”
The site, Myers Middle School, is a

would improve academic performance at
a PLA school:

that serves predominately low-income
African-American and Hispanic/Latino
students living in California, Buechel and
surrounding neighborhoods.
At a JCPS Board of Education meeting
less than two months later, the same
administrators surprised the school board,
Jefferson County Teachers Association,
Aim Higher (FOR’s Truth in Recruiting

Cadet programs are not shown to
improve student achievement

property, and learn how to salute.
This resulted from a decision in

with a proposal to make the untested,
FOR/Aim Higher jumped in and led
the community-wide effort against the
Cadet Academy Magnet program with
Open Records requests, lobbying, and

cadets and those of other students.
Nationally, other objective academic

Myers parents are not getting the
facts from JCPS about academic
outcomes for cadets
that enrollment of their children in the Cadet
Academy would lead to improvements in
academic achievement.
evidence to the contrary that Dr. Gainous
presented.
The JCPS website for Myers Cadet
Academy still cites the original assertion
in the proposal -- that parents can expect
better academic performance from cadets
than from other students. Parents, the public,

and board need to be aware of the outside
analysis concluding that the JCPS assertions
are wrong, and respond accordingly.

cadet academy immediately.
Parents, staff and administrators
should look at proven programs that focus
effectively on academic achievement and
improved school culture.
Similarly, parents need to be made aware
that the cadet academy is required to drop
students who have persistent behavioral
precisely the students who most need to be
helped by an intervention for a PLA school.
(continued on page 7)
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JCPS cited a “preliminary evaluation”
of its high school JROTC programs as
support for the expectation of improved
achievement from a middle school cadet
academy. Actually, the study found just the
opposite. U of L Professor Jason Gainous
analyzed the key JCPS data, which was
obtained through an Open Records request.
In a presentation before the School Board,
he concluded that there was no statistically

do not improve academic achievement.
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By John Wilborn
Mountaintop removal mining operations are the most gruesome, destructive
organizes an annual rally and lobby day in
Frankfort to raise public awareness of this
despicable mining method. Known as “I
Love Mountains Day, “ this year›s event
is organizing buses from Louisville to Frankfort and back. If you are interested in this trip,
please register online at www.kentuckyipl.
org or by email at info@kentuckyipl.org.
Meetings with lawmakers are scheduled
team will coordinate these meetings in the
capitol rotunda. At noon there will be a
gathering at the Kentucky River, followed
by a march from the river to the capitol

cluded Wendell
Berry, Rep. John
Yarmuth, Silas
House, and Melina
Laboucan-Massimo. LaboucanMassimo is an activist and member
of the Lubicon
Cree community
in Canada, which John Wilborn
has been devastated by tar sands
extraction. She worked on the campaign to
stop the Keystone XL pipeline. The rally
concludes the “Louisville Loves Mountains
Week” of events, described below. Questions about any of the events should be directed to KFTC Jefferson County organizer
email alicia@kftc.org.
On Tuesday, February 4th, KFTC
presents “From Louisville to Appalachia:

Past speakers at the rally have in-

(continued on page 2)

WE NEED yOuR SuppORt!
Hello FORsooth Reader!
FORsooth? FOR and the editors at FORsooth work hard to bring you progressive
voices from your community—providing a rare and precious platform for
issues that are too often drowned out in the mainstream media. If you value
the news and opinions you read here, please consider supporting FORsooth
by making a tax-deductible donation to the Louisville FOR.
Please make checks payable to the Fellowship of Reconciliation,
and mail to:
Tim Scheldorf, Treasurer
Fellowship of Reconciliation

Remembering Mandela’s courageous leadership for freedom, peace
By Gracie Lewis

Youth and Students in the German Democratic Republic, capital of East Berlin.

including: workers, students, and unemployed youth who were of diverse ethnic
backgrounds. We were of different political
persuasions, but all were in one agreement
with the world youth in the struggle against
imperialism and racism. For us as Americans, it was a very special occasion. Most of
us had never left the United States before.
the privilege of hosting the African National
Congress delegation. It was there that we
learned about Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela,
his life sentence, and the struggle against
apartheid in South Africa. From about
one of the most oppressive governments in
the world. The system of apartheid, which
means Separateness” or “apartness” in the
language of the white Afrikaner settlers, was
the law of the land. Under apartheid, all peo-

role in writing the ANC’s Freedom Charter,
which stated that South Africa belonged “to
all who live in it, black and white, and that
no government can justly claim authority
unless it is based on the will of the people.”
es and were killed during a demonstration
in Sharpeville in the Transvaal, and event
which became known as the Sharpeville
massacre. This event provoked national
uproar. The government declared
a state emergency and banned
the ANC. This
marked a turning
point in the life
of Nelson Mandela. Mr. Mandela
spoke about turning to an armed
struggle. There Gracie Lewis
were many people
who felt that it was useless and futile to
continue talking peace and nonviolence
against a government whose reply is only
savage attacks on the people.
The following year, Mandela was among

minority at the top of the pyramid. Blacks
were systematically denied a wide range of
civil and human rights, including the right

ANC’s leadership, to be arrested and charged
with treason. After their trial, all the accused

brutally enforced in schools, public transportation, trade unions and social relations.

dela was convicted of incitement and leaving

South Africa, organizing campaigns of mass
civil disobedience.
Mandela was a courageous warrior for
justice, peace and equality was born July
in Eastern South Africa. His father was
the chief of the Thembu people of the
Nelson became President of the ANC Youth

to the United States, the campaign to Free
Nelson Mandela had spread worldwide. I
became a member of the DC Alliance
Against Racist & Political Repression. Our
number one priority was to free Nelson
Mandela and all political prisoners. The
rise of the Black Consciousness Movement
around Mandela and all political prisoners.
Thus we found a sympathetic ear where
international events could be discussed.
We wrote letters to our congressional
representatives, held forums and submitted
petitions to Congress. Rallies were also held
in Meridian Park to Free Nelson Mandela.
Congressman Ronald Dellums of California
called for sanctions against South Africa
the House, leading to trade sanctions over
President Ronald Reagan’s veto.

TransAfrica. TransAfrica, the oldest African American foreign policy organization in
the United States focuses on educating the
public about issues and cultures of Africans
in Africa and the Diaspora with an emphasizing economic and humanitarian aid to Africans and descendants of Africans. Robinson
played a critical role in the struggle to free
Nelson. The CBC also played a major role
in freeing Mandela. They also introduced
legislation leading to trade sanctions which
was very effective.
When Nelson Mandela was released
day of my life. He came to the United
States and thanked those who had fought
California.
Congresswoman Maxine
Waters while a member of the California
in state pension funds tied to the apartheid
regime in South Africa. Now that this
warrior has passed, we shall all remember
this giant of a man who inspired millions
around the world to dismantle the system
of apartheid. Greater love has no man than
this…that a man lay down his life for his
friends, Mandela laid down his life.

Rally February 12

(continued from page 1)

Celebrating Our Common Heritage” at
Johannesburg where the ANC had set up its
headquarters. The police found documents
outlining the group’s plan for guerrilla warfare. Using the evidence found on the farm,
the government charges Mandela and eight
co-defendants with sabotage and conspiracy
to overthrow the government. The ensuing
trial which became known as the Rivonia
Trial, establishes Mandela’s central role in
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children, Mandela was sentenced along with
seven others, to life in prison. Mandela was
sent to Robben Island, about seven miles off
of the coast of Cape Town. A movement to
free Nelson Mandela and the other prisoners
was launched.

Kentucky›s African American heritage in
the Appalachian region. Kentucky writers
and musicians will share their work in
celebration of the unique natural beauty,
ecological importance, and cultural heritage
of Kentucky›s Appalachian Mountains and
mountain communities. KFTC members
from eastern Kentucky will be there to share
their visions for the region.
The “I Love Mountains Day” PosterMaking Party will be on Thursday, February
Frankfort Ave, Louisville. This event is cohosted by KFTC and KIPL and the entire
restaurant is reserved for us. Let›s pack the
place, purchase wonderful VietnameseAmerican cuisine, beverages, and make
your homemade rally poster while mingling
with other mountain lovers. Poster-making
supplies will be available, but attendees are
welcome to bring their own materials.
Mountains Week» will be held on Friday,

followed by a Q & A session hosted by

features interviews of Appalachian residents
who have been affected either directly
or indirectly by mining. It solicits their
opinions on how to improve life in a region
that, despite the War on Poverty launched
poverty rates and declining health statistics.
An interviewee, Johnathan Gay, will be
present at the screening and will participate
in the discussion session following the
Counties and has worked in almost every
Kentucky county included in the Appalachian Regional Commission. At one time
he was a strong advocate for coal but has
recently become a spokesman for creating a new economy in eastern Kentucky,
since coal is likely in permanent decline.
Gay is the Director of the Innovation CenFilmmaker Ralph Davis began his
newspaper. He has won the Kentucky Press
Association award for Best Editorial and
a second place award from the National
Newspaper Association for Best Non-Daily
Newspaper Website. He is presently editor
of the twice-weekly Floyd County Times.
Steadfast opposition to mountaintop

priority for KFTC. They are joined in the
work to stop this brutal, destructive mining by many other organizations including
Earthjustice, Coal River Mountain Watch,
Ohio Valley Environmental Watch, and the
Sierra Club.
The Earthjustice website describes
MTR as a form of strip mining in which
coal companies use explosives to blast
of mountains to reach the coal seams.
Huge machines called draglines push rock
and dirt into nearby streams and valleys,
forever burying waterways. All of this
occurs after the coal companies raze an
entire mountainside, ripping trees from the
communities routinely face devastating
habitats in some of our country›s oldest
forests are laid to waste. In the past few
and headwaters have been permanently
buried and destroyed, depriving millions
of Americans of sources of drinking water.
MTR mining is a classic example of
the corporate-government partnership that
pervades our economy to the detriment of
citizens. It is the powerful against the powerless, the oppressor against the oppressed.
The powerless oppressed suffer cracked
foundations to their homes from the massive
use of explosives. They suffer the loss of
water resources and the destruction of their
homeland from disasters such as occurred in
were released in Martin County, Kentucky.
Yet Massey Energy Company, owner
of the Martin County mine and many
and safety violations with impunity. Not a
single executive went to jail, and the federal
Mining Safety and Health Administration
The inevitable result was another tragedy.
In April,
Massey-owned Upper Big Branch Mine in
lost their lives.
The organizations engaged in stopping
MTR mining noted above seek legislation
for stronger protections for Appalachian
people, communities, and waterways.
John Wilborn is a 10+ year member
of KFTC, a participant in the Louisville
Media Reform Group and a member of
the FORward Radio Project. John may be
reached at jwilborn@iglou.com.
FORsooth

Israeli settlers attack churches near Bethlehem
By Russ Greenleaf
Israeli settlers have been vandalizing
Christian churches, cemeteries, and other
Christian institutions in Bethlehem and
Jerusalem. This is part of a campaign of
violence that the
Israeli settlers call
“price tag”. It has
been going on for
three years.
The monastery of the Christian Sisters of
Bethlehem was
firebombed and
vandalized on Auwalls were defaced Russ Greenleaf
by graffiti with
stars of David and the words “price tag”
written in Hebrew.
the Society of St. Yves Catholic Center for
Human Rights in Jerusalem.
The attacks are documented by the
Presbyterian News Service in a September
estinian Christians under Attack -- ‘Price
Tag’ movement continues with impunity.”

The “price tag” attacks originated when
a group of Israeli settlers declared that if
the building of more Israeli settlements
on Palestinian land were hindered for any
reason, they would retaliate. The settlers
said they would make the Palestinians “pay
civilians and their property. Palestinian
Christians and Muslims suffer equally from
these attacks, which are continuing to occur.
of the Dormition was defaced with Hebrew
church was attacked a few months earlier,
with the words “Jesus is a son of a bitch,
price tag” painted in Hebrew on its walls.
The Israeli government has done
little to stop the attacks or prosecute
the Israelis responsible. Robert Ross
reports, “The government has stepped
up its own campaign of demolishing
Palestinian homes, seizing Palestinian
land, and invading Palestinian institutions,
including churches and monasteries. In July
Monastery in Bethlehem and detained the
people inside. The adjacent convent and
Israel, in violation of international law.”
Reverend Mary Robinson-Mohr said,
“It is clear that the current government of the

Palestinian Christians celebrate mass at the Cremisan Monastery in Bethlehem during a
Photo by Ryan Rodrick Beiler / activestills.org.

State of Israel will not stop the harassment
and blatant intimidation of Palestinian
Christians -- the indigenous Christian
community that has been there since the
time of Jesus. May God continue to bless
and strengthen Palestinian Christians, who
are committed to living out their call to be

Third Thursday Lunches
presented by the

Fellowship of Reconciliation &
Interfaith Paths to Peace
February-April 2014
February 20

Looking Back at Two Centuries of Black Louisville
Kenneth Clay and Mervin Aubespin
Ken Clay and Merv Aubespin are co-authors, with the late J. Blaine Hudson, of Two Centuries
of Black Louisville: A Photographic History, published in 2011. Ken will talk about the vibrant
history of Louisville’s Walnut Street corridor (now Muhammad Ali Blvd). As home to Black
Louisville’s business, legal, professional and social institutions, Walnut Street was the heart, soul
and pulse of the African-American community during segregation. Merv will focus on the civil

peacemakers and are working to keep hope
alive for all people in their shared land.”
Russ Greenleaf is a Jewish peace
activist, writer, and organizer. Contact him
at russgreenleaf@yahoo.com.

the Rudyard
Kipling is under
new ownership.
the third
thursday Lunch
series will
continue!

journalist with The Courier-Journal.
March 20

The Bluegrass Pipeline and Fracking Fossil Fuels
Sarah Lynn Cunningham, Director, Louisville Climate Action Network
An environmental engineer, educator and veteran activist, Sarah Lynn Cunningham is director of
the Louisville Climate Action Network. In plain-English, she will explain the recent game-changing
technological breakthrough called hydraulic fracturing or “fracking,” its promises and problems,
and what it all means for Kentuckians – from utility bills and water quality to private property rights
and global climate change. Sarah will also update us on related pending legislation, and suggest
ways for lending your voice.

April 17

Learning from “The Troubles” in Northern Ireland
Terry Taylor, Interfaith Paths to Peace
For several decades beginning in the late 1960’s the citizens of Northern Ireland endured a bloody
civil war between Catholics and Protestants. The violence included terror bombings, kidnappings
and assassinations. Today the war is over . . . but they don’t yet have peace. Terry Taylor will
describe his visit to that country in October 2013, and will share what he learned about how the
citizens of Northern Ireland are struggling to get past their history of violence amid the animosities
that still linger. He will detail the similarities and differences between the Irish struggle and the
violence in Louisville’s streets.

For reservations, contact Cathy Ford at 458-1223 or
fordhoff@bellsouth.net, or Cindy Humbert at 214-7322 or
interfaithpaths@gmail.com by Tuesday before the lunch

February 2014
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unity Dinner warms up a frigid night
The Kentucky Alliance Against Racist
Annual Unity Dinner on Friday, December
Broadway in Louisville, Kentucky. Over
been expected. There was a Social Justice
local peace and justice groups. The dinner

her on many issues.
Shawn Gardner was recognized for
Social Justice Activism at the Unity Dinner
for being a dedicated community activist
committed to building strong families.
Shawn knows that for our children to
succeed, they need adults to play an
active, positive role in their lives. Like
all successful organizers, Shawn saw a
community need, took advantage of his
own life experiences and founded the

Jesse Hagopian was the keynote
Jesse Hagopian teaches history and is

Inc. Shawn works diligently to enhance
fathers’ relationship with their children

High School in Seattle, Washington. Garthe Measures of Academic Progress standardized test. Jesse was a leader of MAP
test boycott. At the Unity dinner Hagopian
explained how the relentless and intensive
standardized testing is hurting, not helping,
students not only in Seattle, Washington, but
all over the country. Jesse is an associate
editor of the acclaimed Rethinking Schools
magazine, is a founding member of Social
for “Excellence and Innovation in Peace
Education”. Jesse is a contributing author to,
Who Changed U.S. History” and, “Education and Capitalism: Struggles for Learning
The Carl and Anne Braden Lifetime
Achievement Award was presented to AuAugusta Thomas has spent a lifetime of

Jesse Hagopian was the keynote speaker at
the 2013 Unity Dinner

after an early beginning in the civil rights
and the children’s mothers. According to
as her home base in Louisville, she has traveled widely for the American Federation of
Government Employees, A Philip Randolph
Institute, and the Coalition of Black Workers Unions. She is now a Vice President of
the AFGE working out of Washington D.C
. Augusta Thomas was a good friend of the
late Anne Braden and worked closely with

the way society views fathers by “Making
Fatherhood Normal”. Shawn’s belief is
Board, and supporters will “change the
lives of children, one father at a time.”
Shawn also developed Teen Fatherhood

and younger, navigate barriers and learn
the skills to be involved fathers. And
Shawn created “The BLUEPRINT” youth
development program, which has been
implemented in two Kentucky school
districts. The BLUEPRINT assists youth
lives and provides them with the needed
tools to make positive and sound decisions
Additionally, he has been working with
the Kentucky Alliance and others in building
a community push to remove the barriers to
parental involvement as volunteers in the Jefferson County Public Schools for formerly
incarcerated parents who want to be engaged
in their children’s education experience.
Sophie Maier was honored at the
Unity Dinner for Social Justice Activism
for her activities as the Immigrant Services
Librarian for the Louisville Free Public
the library system. The Iroquois branch was
the launching pad for signature programs
like the English Conversation Club which
provides the opportunity for volunteers to
meet, greet and engage in conversation with
language learners from a diverse population
of immigrants and refugees. Also, under
her direction Cultural Showcases spotlight
the cultural heritage and contributions of
immigrant groups throughout our city’s
history. And outreach into the community
brings in potential participants and
facilitators of these programs and the
physical library itself serves as a meeting
spot for several local immigrant community
groups both formally and informally.
At a time in our country’s history, when
anti-immigrant racism has been increasingly
tion for war, and distract us from corporate
attacks on women’s reproductive health,
to justify cutbacks in education and social
wave of deportations that separate families,
promoting the humanity of our immigrant
brothers and sisters is so important.
Sophie Maier was honored for her role

Augusta Thomas was presented with
The Carl and Anne Braden Lifetime
Achievement Award

in welcoming immigrants to our community,
the programs she help shepherd, the spaces
she created where voices can be heard, the
connections between those already in our
community and those who are guests or new
arrivals. Her work has helped break down
barriers, allowing people to cross lines of
difference and engage each other. And by
working in the library she helped to make
sure that institution stays viable and relevant
for the future.
The attendees all had positive reviews
of the dinner and felt the event was well
worth braving the snowstorm.
The mission of the Kentucky Alliance
Against Racist and Political Repression is
to bring the need and the people who want
change together – and ultimately to build
an anti-racist majority. The headquarters
for the Alliance is The Braden Center located at 3208 West Broadway in Louisville,
Kentucky 40211.

private property versus economic freedom of workers
By Libertarian Platformist
The economic crisis that started in late
capitalism to come under increased scrutiny.
like that of its counterpart socialism, has
been ascribed a variety of meanings. The
the attention given to the character of
capitalism and how much responsibility it
has toward creating present disappointing
economic outcomes (unemployment,
unequal economic opportunity, stagnant
wages, lack of economic stability for the

The pursuit of profit is the main
objective of capitalism, as well as the reason
that capitalists invest money in capital goods
and labor. Capitalism also has a market for
labor in which individuals give their time
and labor to an owner of capital goods, land
or natural resources in return for a wage that
represents only a portion of the total price
of what they produce.
Capitalism, then, is an economic system
in which the means of production are owned
by private individuals and companies. These

has access to what is necessary (capital
goods and services that we use for survival
and enjoyment. This means that private
ownership of the means of production allows
owners to restrict access to what is necessary
to produce goods and services. This power
can and has been used to exclude access to
others, even when the means of production
are not regularly used by the owner.
Private property ownership in this
manner infringes on the freedom of others

talism and determine whether it affects the
economic freedom of individuals in a positive
or negative manner. I’ll focus only on the
Capitalism derives its historical
meaning from the private ownership
of capital used in the production and
equipment, factories, infrastructure (e.g.,
are examples. Capital goods, along with
land and resources, can also be called the
by which goods and services are produced
and made available to consumers. The
means of production are owned privately
and so are called private property.
In contrast to other economic systems
which include aspects of private property
ownership of private property is used to
produce goods and services that are sold to
directly involved in the production of the
goods and services they purchase. These
goods and services are priced above the
cost of production so that the owner, the
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entities hire labor to produce goods and
services that are then sold on the market
To evaluate capitalism and its
of a person to maintain and enhance their
existence without infringing upon the ability
of others to do likewise. In an economic
person to sustain and make a living without
infringing upon others. Ownership of the
means of production is the characteristic
of capitalism that can be used to determine
its legitimacy.
Ownership refers to who has access
to a particular thing, so the ownership of
the means of production determines who

using the means of production to produce
goods and services, even when the owner
does not use them. Our actions often involve
interacting with things outside of ourselves,
so to interfere with the ability of others to
interact with the means of production even
when their own usage is not threatened
would mean that the owner infringes upon
the economic freedom of others.
A real world example of this is the
poverty of Guatemalan farm workers. Ever
since the Spanish conquest, most of the
land has been held by large landholders,
most notably Chiquita, which owns
banana plantations. These landholders
own more land than they personally use

or that is necessary to protect against plant
disease, soil exhaustion, or other risks. In
this case, land ownership was originally
accomplished by the use of force, but the
effects of such concentration are the same
even if the land is initially uninhabited.
The farm workers have little chance
to make their own living with such a high
concentration of land barred from their
use, so in order to survive they must accept
whatever terms the landowners give to
them. The ownership of land in this case
violates the economic freedom of workers:
their ability to interact with the land and
grow crops is infringed by landowners who
withhold access for their own advantage.
This arrangement is not voluntary. The
landowners, through their restriction of
land access, take away the ability of farm
workers to make an independent living. To
maintain their ownership, the landowners
depend on the use of force through the state
or private militias.
Proponents of capitalism would likely
respond to this critique by claiming that
ownership of the means of production
them, though this would ignore the effect
of infringing upon the economic freedom of
others. Capitalism has no moral legitimacy
because it does not equally uphold economic
freedom for everyone, so it must be replaced
with an economic system that does.
Libertarian Platformist is an activist
and writer in the Louisville area.
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the villain is the system, not the 1 percent’s personalities
By Ben Norton
continues to make an egregious error.
We’ve all heard it. “The rich are greedy.
insatiable appetites for more. If only we
our problems would dissolve away.”
This argument is fundamentally reactionary. The world isn’t screwed up because
it’s controlled by a small handful of greedy
people. The world is screwed up because
it’s controlled by a small handful of people.
The world is screwed up not because
voracious appetite by stealing the last penny
system on which the world is based requires
them to steal the last penny, and then the
Say hello to global capitalism.
Capitalism is a system that inherently
tends toward centralization of power.

capitalist’s “gold breeds gold.” In other
words, one has to invest capital to gain
more capital. If you don’t have any capital
to invest, yet alone money to spend, good
luck making more.
So capital accumulates in the hands
of a few capitalists. And, in a capitalist
economy, those who own capital are those
who have power. The more capital one owns,
the more powerful
one is. Capitalism
is a plutocracy, a
system controlled
by the rich, for
the rich.
Liberal, bourgeois democracy
is especially effective at keeping the
self-destructive,
radically unstable Ben Norton
capitalist system
going. It does so by forcing the working
class to subsidize capitalism: to pay for life’s

This phenomenon is what German
revolutionary Rosa Luxemburg called the
“accumulation of capital” (her book of the

to turn into commodities (research, educa-

Countless other writers and thinkers have
since dipped their pen in the subject, from
Karl Marx to David Harvey.
The idea of capital accumulation
centers on the fact that, in a capitalist
economy, those who have capital can
more easily gain control of new capital.

so-called “entitlements” our ancestors sacri-

and anarchist Peter Kropotkin quips, the

bourgeois’ capital with police, the military,

for out of our own wallets, to ensure that
capitalism has a steady stream of healthy—
well, not necessarily healthy, but living and
breathing—labor to continue slaving away,
always working and ergo always creating a
surplus value capitalists can steal to make a
quick buck off of.

Depicting the rich elites who control the
world as greedy, heartless and amoral is ultimately problematic and counter-productive.
It blames the problems of the world on the
negative personalities of the individuals at
the top and not on the system itself.
Individual greed and structural greed
should be distinguished. It’s not that the
plutocrats calling the shots are necessarily
individually greedy. Many care deeply
for their friends, family and neighbors.
growing chunk of the US’ economic elites,
for instance, are devoted Democrats (they

liberals, and, true to their liberal stripes,
they believe the Almighty Free Market™
can solve anything.
When we deal with individuals doing
horrible things for society without addressing
the structural forces and institutions that made
those people into who they are, we are stymieing a meaningful and necessary structural
analysis. Structural analysis is absolutely
necessary for an effective social, economic
and environmental justice movement.
As leftists who oppose capitalism,
i m p e r i a l i s m , p a t r i a r c h y, r a c i s m ,
heterosexism and ableism, we are directly
combating hegemony. We must be very
careful about what we say. Every sentence
and every word we utter is under scrutiny
by not only the reactionary right but by
the reactionary liberal intelligentsia. The

familiar: point to a few kind, individually
“charitable” millionaires, and the whole
argument collapses in on itself.
anarchist Paul Goodman wrote
“The issue is not whether people are
“good enough” for a particular type of
the kind of social institutions that are most
conducive to expanding the potentialities
we have for intelligence, grace, sociability
and freedom.”
It is now more important than ever that
than ever that we substitute institutional,
structural, analysis for individual analysis.
When we change the way we speak, we
change the way we think.
We should focus on the structural level
does not happen overnight. The revolution
when we look beyond the individual greed

Ben Norton is an intersectional activist and artist based out of Lexington. He
contributes regularly to CounterPunch and
Dissident Voice and writes more on his personal blog, HeartsMindsEars.com. He can
be found at Twitter at @HeartsMindsEars.
Ben also has a political progressive/experimental metal solo project Peculate, which
can be found at Peculate.co. To contact Ben,
you can visit his website at BenNorton.com.

Energy in Kentucky can create jobs and health, not toxins
By Avalon Gupta VerWiebe
As a child living in upstate New York,
my family would take trips to visit the nearby
mountains, piling in our family minivan just
to bask in their glory for a few, priceless
days. As soon as we returned to the city,
difference would be in the small things,
the peacefulness acquired during that brief
break from the chaos of the city. I would
could lead living in the mountains. But for
some, living on mountains, near mountains,
is becoming more and more dangerous
because of the perpetuation of the coal
mining industry in Kentucky.
Coal has always been dangerous.
Throughout the course of history, we have
relied on its cheap and plentiful existence
lives. Industrial accidents, health risks,
not to mention the reviled black lung are
all pressing issues. But the modern beast
has found another evil to introduce to the
market: mountaintop removal. If you don’t
know what mountaintop removal is, picture
anything beautiful. Now picture it sliced
in half. However, with the mountains, it

isn’t imaginary. Families have houses and
livelihoods going back generations in the
be rebuilt when a contractor blows the top
off the mountain and begins strip-mining.
Strip mining is a whole other evil in itself,
destroying tree coverage and ruining local
land will never be arable again.
No longer is coal-mining a sustainable
career for the population of Kentucky
currently employed by it. The underground
mines are running out, and by running out, I
mean within this generation. Even so, there
is no need for Kentucky to change what
our economy, and a large percentage of our
livelihoods rely on. Kentucky has been an
mine opened. There is no reason why this
should be proud, and do our best to see it
carry on for future generations.
This is wholly possible. Solar energy,
these are options for Kentucky. This industry
also offers more jobs than coal ever can or
will. A year after North Carolina passed

renewable energy legislation, they saw an
ers and engineers and job trainers are just a
few of the possibilities that renewable enwhilst maintaining the economy
Kentucky already
has and powering
our homes. Seeing
as the rate of unemployment over
the past three years
in Kentucky has
continually been
higher than the
national average,
we could use the

more we know, the more we will try and the
more that will join the cause. When I wake
up in my cozy mountain home, that rain will
not be chemical rain. The streams will be
our communities will be working as they
always have to create energy to power our
from the world around us. And we will work
together to harness it.

Avalon Gupta
VerWiebe

is about to enter into the workforce.
This is an image of a future without
emissions or runoff into streams that can kill
our children or livestock. Pregnant women,
women of childbearing age or children under
six years of age are generally advised to not

Avalon Gupta VerWiebe is writing
this as a member of The Kentucky Student
Environmental Coalition. Avalon is a
writer on the staff of the Crimson Record
at DuPont Manual, and is the Director of
Social Media for the Black Student Union
at DuPont Manual High School. Interested
readers may contact Avalon at avalon.
richna@gmail.com.

in Kentucky. That’s what mountaintop
removal is doing to our community. Flash
what mountaintop removal is doing to

Like this paper?

toxic sludge that seeped into tributaries of
the Big Sandy River, it didn’t come from

Sign up to receive FORsooth via e-mail
as a pDF or through the standard mail.

mountaintop removal is doing.
Sure, coal-mining has been one of
Kentucky’s main sources of income for a

E-mail: johart.john@gmail.com

more importantly, it cannot continue to be.
There is a new generation of youth that want
to make a difference and see the need to
make a difference. Through partnership with
legislators and other people in power, their
voices are becoming stronger and stronger.
The next generation of Kentuckians know
the end of the coal industry is imminent,
and are working to educate others about
our options.
So one day, when I wake up in my
cozy mountain home to the rain falling, I
hope that it will not be acid rain. I know

Note: If you are already receiving FORsooth but haven’t sent a contribution lately,
please send your check now to help with our increasing expenses.

determined. The next generation will be the
ones to change things, and we are ready. The
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three decades of guiding youth to peace
Thank you Louisville F.O.R. members
for helping establish the Peace Education
ago! Jean and George Edwards, Dennis
Bricking and others joined with members
of Louisville Friends Meeting and Central
Presbyterian Church to launch Peace Ed.
Our rich history is highlighted with
many accomplishments:
Thirty years
ago Peace Education Program
taught conflict
resolution in one
classroom, in one
school. Today we
have a network
Jefferson County
where mediation
olution is practiced
every day. Peace
Education Pro-

Eileen L. Blanton,
Executive Director of
the Peace Education
Program

Twenty six years ago, Peace Ed
became partners with the National Coalition

nation. Peace Ed joined a coalition to stop
youth and their friends to be mediators in
seven Housing Authority sites. Today there
are sixty-four community sites where young
people can solve their problems nonviolently.
Ten years ago Peace Education Program
olds. Today, we are partnering with Squallis
Puppeteers to present Rage-A-Saurus Rex,
a puppet show and workshop series that
explores anger and problem solving with
young children.
Seven years ago we expanded our
school-based mediation manual to include
training in neighborhood settings. Today,
trainers in Rwanda, Marquette University,
Wisconsin, New York, Indiana and
Kentucky follow our methods for training
peer mediators.
Five years ago the development of
the Navigators Program began to provide
concentrated support for youth with high
spans the course of the school year and is
facilitated in schools and community sites
all around the city of Louisville.
At the same time, Peace Ed’s greatest
accomplishment is our ongoing relationship
with the network of adults and youth in this
wonderful city who practice nonviolent

who ran a mediation program at her school

Louisville Community Center, coaches
and talk out their differences.
Karen Parks, FRSC who makes sure
all students in her two schools learn and

someone over the head and dropping them

Derrick Robinson, a security guard
Engelhard Elementary, who trains mediators
annually and coaches bus drivers daily on

skills with the youth and adults at Ebenezer
Baptist Church.
Brian Buford, Lisa Gunterman and the
Ambassadors who help LGBT youth at U
of L survive, thrive and lead.
Debra Osoffsky, a Family Resource
Center Director at Stonestreet Elementary,
who convinced Peace Ed to create Cooperative Games Leadership trainings. Her
students teach the social skills of listening,
teamwork, self control and problems to the
entire school.
Monica Brown, Director of Neighborhood Transformation at the Shawnee
Christian Health Center, has a group of

Eighteen years ago, Louisville’s youth
homicide rate was one of the highest in the

Brenda Moorman, retired counselor,

Lanisha Beasley, Director of South

for diversity and commitment to ending
prejudice and oppression in our trainings,
policies and practices. Today, we are
re-establishing our Teen Leadership for
Diversity trainings in collaboration with
the Human Relations Commission.
Twenty years ago we began a partnership with a middle school with high levels
-

to work with the hundreds of adults and
thousands of youth who make compassion,
respect and problem solving happen,
many of them in the face of high levels of

Durk Davidson, Youth Service Center
Director at Olmsted Academy North, who
makes sure his mediators get connected to
Cliff Irons mediation program at Iroquois H.S.
These are the people who are making
Peace Ed’s vision that “Every young person
in Jefferson County have the skills, safety
lently” possible. Hear the stories of these
powerful proponents of peace and more on
anniversary dinner. See our website (www.
peaceeducationprogram.org for details.

three communities of Sisters back shift to renewable energy
By the three communities of Catholic
Sisters in Kentucky’s “Holy Land”, the Dominican Sisters of Peace, the Loretto Community and the Sisters of Charity of Nazareth
As an increasing number of pipelines
carrying natural gas liquids are proposed to
in the northeast with chemical processing
plants in the south, we, members of three
religious communities in the “Kentucky
Holy Land”—the Dominican Sisters of
Peace, the Loretto Community, and the
Sisters of Charity of Nazareth—have joined
countless other citizens in opposing the
construction of such pipelines in our state.
We stand with all those that oppose
the widespread risk to natural ecosystems
and human wellbeing caused by the rush
to achieve natural “energy independence”
through the creation of vast infrastructures
for the extraction, refinement, and
combustion of more fossil fuels. We urge
instead the development of national policies
and infrastructures that will facilitate a
swift and steady transition to renewable
energy sources.
Because of our love for God and for
God’s creation, Earth and all of its species,

we here offer a set of beliefs, rejections,
and commitments. We invite you to join us.
WE BELIEVE that Earth does not belong to us, but that we belong to the Earth,
our home planet that is alive with the creative
energy of God. God’s desire that all creation
may have fullness of life means that we are
called to co-create by cooperating with all
life systems. We believe that we are now also
called to face the potential catastrophe of

system that promotes wasteful consumption
of energy and other natural resources. We
reject the extraction of energy sources by
plundering the Earth, endangering and

global climate change and, in solidarity with
many others, to help solve this problem. We
believe that cooperation and ingenuity can

needed to reverse the trends leading to
climate change.
WE COMMIT ourselves to care for
God’s creation, upholding both the ideal
of the common good now and wellbeing
of future generations. We will learn, teach,
and model alternative ways of viewing
energy sourcing and conservation that
reduces risks to water, land, air, climate,
and human safety. We commit ourselves to
use our spiritual and social resources and
our public credibility in all possible ways

and affordable within this decade.
WE REJECT the assumption that
access to the resources needed by all Earth’s
people can be limited to the ownership and
tactics that threaten, exploit, and coerce
landowners and residents and risk public
health and safety. We reject an economic

of all species and polluting land, air and
water. We reject the belief that climate
change is not caused by human activity,
and we equally reject the assumption that
humanity is incapable of making the changes

to promote the transition from fossil fuel
energy to renewable energy resources. We
commit ourselves to stand in solidarity with
those landowners and residents who resist
the abuses of corporate power and greed.
We will advocate for adequate government
regulation of all energy sources. We will
examine the options of divestment and
shareholder actions for our investments in
fossil fuel industries and for increasing our
investments in renewable energy sources.
The three communities of Catholic
Sisters in Kentucky’s “Holy Land”, the
Dominican Sisters of Peace, the Loretto
Community and the Sisters of Charity
of Nazareth collaborated to formulate,
sign, and publish this public statement
of our religious beliefs and commitments
regarding energy sources for our nation and
our world. We invite all communities of
faith of all religious traditions to consider
joining us in signing this public statement.
We also welcome signatures from
interested individuals, organizations,
and committees. Please go to http://
www.lorettocommunity.org/energy/ to sign
the statement. For more information
contact Sister Claire McGowan OP at
newpioneerssf@aol.com.

A true power Shift
By Cara Cooper
converged with thousands of young people
from across the country for the fourth Power
Shift Conference. The weekend was full of
amazing panels, workshops, and keynote
speakers with a focus on the intersection
of the environmental movement and
other human rights movements. It was an
important step in the quest to stop climate
change, as we learned from each other and
came up with plans for how to take it back to
our own communities. But more important
than what we learned were the conversations
that we started, conversations that must
continue if we are to have hope of actually
page 6

stopping the systems of oppression that
allow pollution and greed to exist.
For far too long the national environpath towards a sustainable future, as if
regulating carbon emissions could end our
problems. And the urgency in taking these
actions has left out the most important voices
-- those who struggle on a daily basis to
survive the impacts of pollution. The system and those who perpetuate it, rank these
lives as less important and justify dumping
toxic waste onto their communities. I will
be honest and say that I have played a role
in pushing the agenda of the mainstream
environmental movement in the past. I

was that much more pleased to see this
topic take center stage at Power Shift as a
environmental movement is starting to
wake up to how intrinsically linked environmental problems and systemic oppression
really are.
Take the experiences of keynote Kandi
in North Dakota and an organizer with the
Indigenous Environmental Network. In
her community fossil-fuel extraction has
poisoned the water, land, and air, just as it
has in other extraction communities. But
the part of her story that really wrenched
the hearts of the audience was about the
side effects of extraction that happen in

low-income, non-white communities
around the world. The stories you rarely
hear from mainstream environmentalists.
She told stories of radioactive waste being
thrown on the ground rather than properly
disposed of, and stories of friends who had
been run off the road by drivers in too much
of a hurry to slow down or care about the
safety of others on the road. Maybe the most
troubling were the stories of the men who
work in the extraction camps, about the
name-calling, the alcohol abuse, the rape,
and how no one outside of the reservation
seemed to hold offenders accountable.
Even here in Kentucky are stories that
(continued on page 7)
FORsooth

A Cadet Academy
Students, parents, and the school
board were not given evidencebased choices
JCPS already uses a number of proven
and cost-effective alternatives -- both
during the school day and after school
-- for improving student achievement, but
Myers leadership did not investigate them.
Students, parents, teachers, and the school
board have not been involved in considering
an array of those evidence-based options.
Beyond the needed focus on achievement, staff and some school board members
have also raised the concern that there needs
to be help regarding discipline -- “school
culture and climate.” There are school-wide,
proven, and far less expensive programs
in this area as well -- Traditional Schools,
cultural competency training, the Positive
Behavioral Interventions and System, and
various after-school programs. The cadet
academy proposal was not critically evaluated relative to these alternatives.

The cadet academy is the start of a
pipeline to the military for lowachieving sixth graders
the rate of regular students. Of course it is
a military recruiting aid.
Unlike most magnets at competing
middle schools, the Cadet Academy is not a
path to any of the Five Star career areas that
JCPS has established for career readiness.
Instead, JCPS would begin, from the
sixth grade, to “prepare them for JROTC”
--channeling low-achieving students, who
are disproportionately minority and low-

power Shift

(continued from page 1)

income, toward the predominantly low-skill
jobs in the enlisted ranks of the military.
That hour a day for seven years in the
cadet program could be put to far better use
through individualized plans that improve
each student’s achievement and lead toward
Five Star professional or vocational
career opportunities. Giving up on lowachieving, low-income minority students
starting in the sixth grade is an issue of
social justice.

A magnet program masks, rather
than addresses, Myers students’
achievement challenges
Myers does have a disproportionately
high percentage of minority and low-income
students with higher needs for individualized
plans to improve achievement. However,
school-wide improvements would be more
sustainable if the demographic mix were
shifted through redistricting.
cant numbers of new students to Myers, the
change in demographics could automatically remove it from PLA lists, even if there
is no improvement in the performance of
Myer’s current student population — thus
hiding the core issue of addressing the needs
of Myers’ lower-achieving students.
Please help us pressure JCPS to defund the Cadet Academy at Myers Middle
School and prevent further militarization
of our schools.
We need to present the truth to students,
parents and our community.

those who speak out, like Junior Walk, an
organizer in his West Virginia community
of Rock Creek, who recently had his brake
lines cut on his truck. For many of the Power
Shift attendees from the Eastern part of our
state even being at this type of conference
put their families and scholarships at risk.
These aren’t examples of environmental
degradation. These are examples of human
people, of a system that allows certain
forced to live with the reality of the odds
being stacked against them. It is time for
the national environmental movement to
put anti-oppression at the forefront of the
movement, to take a real look at what ways
we have been propagating this injustice and
to change our ways.
Now the real challenge. If there are no
more excuses, no more ignorance, how do
you start really being anti-oppressive? How
do you step back from the system that you
are participating in and turn yourself around
to walk in the right direction? This is the
challenge facing the “Big Green” national
environmental organizations, who, while
however good-intentioned, are rushing
towards their goals, while leaving a lot of

Douglass Loop

CLOUT [CITIZENS OF LOUISVILLE ORGANIZED AND WORKING
TOGETHER

www.commoncause.org/ky

FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB

Chris Harmer, Everett Hoffman, and Ellen
Schagene are all members of Aim Higher.

(continued from page 6)

the mainstream environmental movement
does not hear. Many waterways have
conductivity levels hundreds of times
over the limit while the EPA turns a blind
eye. There is rampant prescription drug
abuse, fueled by both the poor safety
standards at mines and the lack of economic
options for coal-impacted communities.

Regular Meeting times for
Area Organizations

Listen more.
When discussing campaign strategies
or goals think about who is at the table and
about who is not.
Make space.
Let the work be about lifting up stories
and needs of frontline communities and not
about what you think the solution should be.
Think more about impact. Intent is
important but impact is more important.

other
IRFI [ISLAMIC RESEARCH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL, INC.

KITOD [KENTUCKIANA INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON DARFUR

words, our thoughts.
Recognize privilege (whether it is
white-, male-, heterosexual-, middle class-,
Challenge your assumptions and your
fears.
Hold yourself and others accountable.
When I went to Power Shift this year,
I was excited for the burst of energy that
comes from being in a space of learning
with like-minded people. I was hoping
beside when we got home. And I got
those things, but I also got much more. I
saw the recognition in the youth climate
movement of the scale and severity of the
problems that we must tackle together, and
the commitment of my peers to rise to the
occasion to work towards a truly sustainable
and just future that we can all be proud of.
Cara Cooper is a member of the Student
Environmental Action Coalition and the
Kentucky Student Environmental Coalition.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

www.louisville-orglwv

www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org

NAACP [NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
COLORED PEOPLE
NAMI [NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL

that keeps many people sick, silenced,
and money poor. A just environmental
movement must be equitable and it must
put the voices, experiences, and needs of
This challenge is not just for the environmental movement. It is for me and for
you. What we are facing is much larger than
a rapidly destabilizing climate, or a corrupt,
corporate government, or a war full of drone
strikes. We are facing a broken system.
While I don’t have the answers I would like
to share some of the steps that I am taking
to work towards collective liberation.
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RCRC [RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE

SIERRA CLUB INNER CITY OUTINGS

Note: If your group would like to be added to this list or if information needs to be updated, please
let us know by calling 458-8056.
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Calendar for peacemakers
GALLERY AT ACTORS: ANNUAL AFRICAN
AMERICAN ART EXHIBITION. A celebration of African
American history, culture, and art by local artists. Visit www.
actorstheatre.org
ANNUAL AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY
MONTH CULTURAL EVENTS CALENDAR
book about local events compiled by activists and local
historian Walter Hutchins. Freely distributed at Louisville
public libraries and other locations
DEAR MR MANDELA, DEAR MRS PARKS:
CHILDREN’S LETTERS. Muhammad Ali Center. See
letters written by children from all over the world. Visit http://
alicener.org
DISCOVER AFRICAN AMERICAN
GREATNESS. Bon Air Public Library. All Day. Take a selfguided scavenger hunt through history. Visit www.lfpl.org
TELLING THE STORY OF ASIA THROUGH
HATS. The Crane House. An exhibit of hats from China, India,
Thailand, Malaysia, Central Asia, Japan, Korea and others. Explore Asian cultures and traditions. Visit www.cranehouse.org
FAN FAIR. Floyd Action Network in New Albany.
Learn more about green products and sustainable living
concepts. Living Off the Grid workshop. Visit www.
INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE FILM SERIES,
the stories of undocumented refugees, war crimes, cases in
the international courts and resettlements. Visit www.lfpl.org
ACADEMIC WORLD QUEST. World Affairs
world affairs. Visit www.worldkentucky.org
THE ART OF ALMA WOODSEY THOMAS.
Museum. Visit www.lfpl.org
“AIM HIGHER” focusing on military counterrecruitment, and the possibility for high school students to
“opt out” of having their names given to recruiters. Call Jim

KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER HEALTH

GROWING FOOD AND COMMUNITY

CARE
each month. Share ideas and experiences about growing your
AFRICAN AMERICAN ARCHIVES TOUR.
African American book collection. Short documentary. Light
refreshments. Visit www.lfpl.org
LOUISVILLE COMMUNITY AGRICULTURE.
farmers’ markets from California neighborhood to Norton
Commons. Visit www.louisvilleky.gov/HealthyHometown
HOME REPAIR VOLUNTEERS. Fuller Center for
Housing of Louisville. Every Saturday. All skill levels. Ask
about our other volunteer opportunities. For more information,
ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLUB. Every
Saturday at the Iroquois & Newburg Public Library Branches,
friends from many parts of the world. Visit www.lfpl.org
SACK LUNCHES FOR THE HOMELESS. Every
information.
CANVASS NEIGBORHOODS FOR FRESH
FOOD. Saturdays and Sundays. Join us any time. Fresh Stop
Project volunteers take orders door to door for locally grown
fruits and vegetables. Visit://newrootsproduce.org
JEFFERSON MEMORIAL FOREST. Land
Gloves, tools, water and on-the-job training provided. Visit
www.louisvilleky.gov/metroparks/jeffersonmemorialforest/
OLMSTEAD PARK VOLUNTEERS. Iroquois
Visit www.olmsteadparks.org
EARTHSAVE POTLUCK. Crescent Hill Ministries,

OH FREEDOM!
Members of the Kentucky Opera perform a musical journey
of Hope performs too. Visit www.lfpl.org
CULTURAL SHOWCASE: BELIZE. Iroquois PubLearn more about their art and traditions. Visit www.lfpl.org
SOCIAL CHANGE BOOK CLUB. Every third
Visit www.greenlistlouisville.com
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABLITIES
WORKSHOP
Expressions Café at The Council on Developmental
Disabilities. Learn how an Individualized Education Program

REAL PEOPLE, REAL CHALLENGES, REAL
SOLUTIONS. Volunteers of America Family Emergency
and programs for self-determination. For more information,
INTERNATIONAL BOOK CLUB. Main Public
Library, Noon. Every third Wednesday. Read your way around
the world. See the booklist at our webpage. Visit www.lfpl.org
BLACK PRESENCE IN THE BIBLE Bon Air
Visit www.lfpl.org
MENTAL ILLNESS SUPPORT & ADVOCACY.
and Sundays. Support group for families. Draw on years of
experience. Visit www.namilouisville.org
THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH. Rudyard Kipling
social, political and spiritual subjects. For more information,

share your recipe. Discuss healthy food and behavior change.
FORsooth LABELING. Presbyterian

CONCERT FOR CONTEMPLATION. Francis of

BICYCLES FOR HEALTH AND CLEANER
AIR. Louisville Bicycle Club, Every Monday, weather
Visit www.louisvilleky.gov/bikelouisivlle.
MALE MENTORING, Byck Elementary School,

PEAK OIL
BIRDS, ECOLOGY AND RELATIONSHIPS. Beck-

Thursday. We need volunteers! Many hands make light work,
and the opposite is also true! So please join us if you can. Call

Deepen your personal relationship with nature by observing and
studying local birds. Visit www.beckhambirdclub.org
BLACK HISTORY IN LOUISVILLE. Shawnee

COURT APPOINTED SPECIALADVOCATES
FOR CHILDREN (CASA)
how you can help defend the rights of abused and neglected

items Visit www.lfpl.org
VETERANS FOR PEACE. Every second Sunday,

AN INTRODUCTION TO AFRICAN-AMERICAN GENEALOGY

VIGIL FOR PEACE. Every second Sunday. A re-

slave narratives and other resources. Visit www.lfpl.org
FREE NONPROFIT STARTUP CLINIC. Center

Blvd. Sponsored by LPAC (Louisville Peace Action Commu-

and how to avoid the pitfall. Visit www.cnpe.org
DIVERSITY’S VOICE. Bon Air Public Library,

SISTERS WHO CARE SUPPORT GROUP.
Enhancement, communication, healthy relationships and

ANNUAL JEWISH COMMUNITY INTERFAITH
BREAKFAST
breakfast and take a stroll through the Hebrew Year. Visit
COMMUNITY COALITION ON THE METRO
HEALTHY HOMETOWN INIATIVE. Metro Health &
on community goals for Mental Health, Violence Prevention,
Tobacco Cessation, or Fitness & Nutrition. For more
HOUR OF POWER BOOK DISCUSSIONS.

SCHOOL DESEGRATION IN LOUISVILLE.
The Yearlings Club, 4PM. Dr. Tracy K. Meyer discusses her
yearlingsclub.org
URBAN LEAGUE YOUNG PROFESSIONALS.
ing opportunities for emerging leaders of all minority backFREE HOME ENERGY EFFICIENCY
SEMINAR. Energy Pros Sustainable Home Education

Discussions of books by contemporary authors on personal
efforts to overcome the challenges of abuse, oppression,
deprivation, discrimination, or disabilities. Visit www.lfpl.org
FOOD IN NEIGHBORHOODS COMMUNITY
COALITION

theenergypros.net
GREEN CONVENE. Every second Tuesday at The
makers in examining ways to connect the health of our community with our environment. Visit www.greenconvene.org
AMERICANA COMMUNITY CENTER. Orien-

NOONTIME INTERFAITH MEDITATIONS.

immigrant families learn practical skills, join social networks,

Cathedral, Downtown. Weekly rotation includes Zen Buddhist
silence, Lecto Divina, Vipassana Buddhist practices, and

MOVIMENIENTO DE MUJERES LATINA
– LATINA WOMEN’S MOVEMENT, La Casita Center,

NATURE PRESERVE VOLUNTEERS. Blackacre
State Nature Preserve and Historic Homestead. Every
farmland. Visit www.blackacreconservancy.org
CITIZENSHIP TUTORS. Kentucky Refugee
citizenship exam. Ask about our other volunteer opportunities.

AFRICAN AMERICAN BASEBALL
EXPERIENCE
Louisville Slugger’s PJ Shelley discusses African Americans
in baseball, including the friendship of Jackie Robinson and
Pee Wee Reese. Visit www.lfpl.org
KENTUCKY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN (KITLAC).

THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY FORUM.
create a community for change. Bring your lunch. Noon to
Newburg Road.
DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH ISSUE OF FORsooth

LOUISIVLLE FORUM
Noon at Vincenzo’s Downtown. Speakers on current public
AMERICAN PALESTINE PUBLIC AFFAIRS
FORUM (APPAF). Every second Thursday. A documentary

updated calendar listings to calendar.peace@gmail.com.
FOREIGN POLICY DISCUSSION. Crescent Hill
on many of today’s most urgent foreign policy issues. Engage
in world events. Visit www.lfpl.org

A GLIMPSE OF ETERNITY. The Louisville
Friday. Look through telescopes at planets, our moon, stars,
double stars, the Orion nebula and other wonders. Visit www.
louisville-astro.org

students on diversity, from her new book, Diversity’s Voice:
Then and Now. Visit www.lfpl.org
GREEN NETWORKING. Louisville Green
ogy-minded business people. Exchange ideas. Visit www.
greendrinks.org
ANNUAL BLACK HISTORY MONTH
LECTURE
Cotton, activist, author, and longtime leader in the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference. Visit http://:merton.org
COMPASSIONATE LOUISVILLE. Noon,
meeting locations rotate. Help monitor the progress of Metro
for more information.

Out OF tOWN
ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE KENTUCKY
RIVER WATERSHED WATCH. Midway College. Updates
and training for volunteers who conduct surveys on streams,
rivers, and lakes. Data collected helps develop conservation
KENTUCKY MIGRANT NETWORK
COALTION. Lexington KY at the Cardinal Valley Center,

INTERFAITH PRAYER VIGIL FOR PEACE.

BE ANGRY BUT DO NOT SIN. St. Meinrad Retreat
Center. Study ways to experience and deal with angry feelings
Visit www.saintmeinrad.org
I LOVE MOUNTANS DAY. Kentuckians For
your support for mountain ecology and Appalachian transition.
Improve your advocacy skills. Visit www.kftc.org
GREEN RIVER SUMMIT, Kentucky Waterways
Alliance at Mammoth Cave National Park. Learn more about
the biodiversity of this region from activists and experts.
Improve your advocacy skills. Visit http://kwalliance.org
GRIFFITH WOOD WORK DAY. Harrison County, KY
with The Nature Conservancy of Kentucky . Help conserve

