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Flood of pandering overtakes Kentucky Rally backs
democracy
for Egypt
by Polk Culpepper

No political party has a monopoly on the
appeal to fear and ignorance in order to elect
its candidates to public office. Democrats
in Kentucky, it appears, are as good at it as
their Republican counterparts.
Gov. Steven Beshear, in announcing his
support for a plan to provide millions in tax
abatement to a private Kentucky group to
enable it to build a theme park based on the
biblical story of Noah’s Ark, reveals how
unimportant truth has become to political
discourse. Beshear sinks further into the
muck by appealing to the bible for support.
The purpose of the theme park is to
refute the opinion of reputable Christian
scholars who suggest that the biblical story
of Noah and his ark is not literal history.
The plan is spearheaded by a group called

of view no biblical scholar in the world
would support. 	
Creationists like Ham assert that:
the earth was created in 4004 BCE and is
thus little more than 6,000 years old; and

“…when they seek public funds to peddle their biblical
ignorance to the world, I object.”
that Noah literally loaded unto an ark and
saved two of each of the world’s species.
Therefore, the logic follows, there had to
have been a time when human beings and
dinosaurs lived together on planet earth,
since the fossil evidence for the existence
of dinosaurs is indisputable.
When those planning the Noah’s Ark
theme park were asked at a recent press
conference whether or not dinosaurs had
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“Answers in Genesis” headed by a man
named Ken Ham.
The group is also responsible for
another theme park based on a literal
interpretation of the creation stories (there
are two, and it is not clear which story Ham’s
group follows at its park) in the Book of
Genesis. In sponsoring the parks, Ham and
his group wish to demonstrate the literal
accuracy of the book of Genesis – a point

been on that original ark, they answered
yes without embarrassment. They regretted
that they would not be able to have any
real dinosaurs, but in all other details they
would make this project literally authentic.
At least they seemed to know that dinosaurs
are extinct.
When other Christians or scientists
raise questions about the historicity of
these “facts,” they are dismissed as “secular
scientists” or “secular historians,” who are
not true believers and therefore whose points
of view have no validity.
I am neither a “secular scientist” nor
a “secular historian.” I am a practicing
Christian, educated in reputable centers
of Christian learning, and I find these
theories to be profoundly ignorant, and more
importantly, to be insulting to the Christian
faith itself.
I am not opposed to an individual’s
private ignorance nor would I deny anyone’s
right to interpret their religion in any way
they wished, but when they seek public
funds to peddle their biblical ignorance
to the world, I object. More importantly,
I resent any attempt to turn the Christian
faith into a caricature of itself and the butt
of the jokes of late night TV comedians.
Adding insult to injury, Mr. Ham and
his organization assert that the “literal
Bible cannot be wrong.” As a renowned
biblical scholar recently noted, “Those
who study the Bible know that it is wrong
and contradictory in thousands of places.
(continued on page 5)

New editor(s) coming
to FORsooth in April
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George Morrison prepares to embark on his new career as an avid
FORsooth reader. He steps down as editor with this issue after 21 years.
by George Morrison
FORsooth editor
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Hours after Egyptian president
Hosni Mubarak left office, supporters of
the jubilant Egyptian people gathered in
downtown Louisville Feb. 11 to call for
nonviolence and democracy for their nation.
“We are deeply saddened by the loss of
lives and the civil unrest that accompanies
these mass demonstrations (in Egypt),”
a news release issued before Mubarak’s
resignation said. “We believe that the
Egyptian people will work together to end
the violence and bring peaceful accord to
a nation that has suffered from years of
political repression and economic hardship.
“Further, we call on the diverse
opposition forces to collaborate and consult
on the best way for religious and secular
activists to construct a new, truly democratic
government in Egypt that will address the
social and economic problems of society
while assuring the respect of human and
civil rights for all people of the country.”
The Louisville rally’s purpose, the
release said, was to “support the aspiration of
the Egyptian people for genuine democracy,
liberty and justice and ask the U.S. to stop
aiding oppressive regimes in the Middle
East and around the world.”

Members of the Louisville Church of
the Left are eager to learn who their new
minister is, but a replacement for me as
editor of this newspaper hasn’t been chosen
as of press time.
Actually, the committee interviewing
candidates since I announced in October I
would step down is eyeing a pluralistic editorship, planning at this point to hire a team, or
at least a duo, blending talents and passions.
I had hoped this space would go to a
story about the new editor(s), but that will
have to wait for the April FORsooth, the
first one edited in the post-me era. I can
say, however, that we have a great group
of hopefuls and the fresh energy they will
bring to this paper has me excited and certain

that my decision to move on after 21 years
was the right one.
For some background on my reasons for
stepping down, see my Just Ideas column
on page seven.
I don’t expect it will be my final Just
Ideas, for if requested by the new people in
charge, I’ll keep contributing the column.
The name goes back to the mid-1990s,
but similar unnamed opinion pieces began
appearing in FORsooth since the first paper
rolled off the press in April 1990.
Maggie Jezreel, a Louisville FOR
steering committee member edited the first
few FORsooth issues, then asked me to take
the position just as a formerly obscure Iraqi
tyrant ended the talk of a post-Cold War
“peace dividend.”
The term “Iraq” undoubtedly would
(continued on page 7)

Meetings’ purpose to heal after violence
by Ike M. Thacker

If the Fellowship of Reconciliation
stands for anything, then surely it is, well,
reconciliation, which is exactly what Christopher 2X talked about at the January 20
Third Thursday Lunch, co-sponsored by the
Louisville FOR and Interfaith Paths to Peace.
In fact, he titled his remarks, “The Idea of
Reconciliation;” and from the time that Terry
Taylor of Interfaith Paths to Peace lauded 2X
in introducing him as a force for good on the
“front lines” dealing with violence, until 2X’s
simply-structured but very effective speech
ended, reconciliation was the theme.
Christopher 2X has been doing his work
for seven years, consoling families of the
victims of murders and helping them cope
— but also helping the families of accused
killers, and often bringing these two groups
together in what is surely an ultimate act
of reconciliation. For both sets of family
members need help in the aftermath of an
alleged murder; and much is potentially
gained by bringing them together.
To illustrate this simple but powerful
point, Christopher 2X (the “2X,” it came
out during the Q and A session that followed
his speech, means “unknown,” and is a
reference to blacks’ plight under slavery)
simply told three stories of high-profile
cases that he has been involved with.
The first came from January 4, 2004,
and involved the shooting by police officer
Mackenzie “Mad Dog” Mattingly of 19-yearold African American Michael Newby — in
the back, after a “drug deal gone bad.”
In March of that year, said 2X, Police
Chief Robert White forwarded the case to
the prosecutor, and Mattingly was charged
with murder. However, after a seven-day
trial followed by seven hours or so of jury
deliberations, 2X noted, Mattingly was
found not guilty of all charges except wanton
endangerment — on which the jury hung.
The case then faded largely out of the
public consciousness until June 2010, when
Mattingly contacted 2X about meeting with
Newby’s parents (with whom Christopher

2X said he has close contact to this day)
face-to-face, to express his apology for
what he had done, 2X said.
Mattingly expressed this feeling even
on local TV, but the face-to-face meeting has
not come off yet because Newby’s sisters
want to be there too, which Mattingly’s
connections don’t want, 2X added.
The second case 2X talked about, that
of Antonio Tharpe, has had, as far as such
things can, a happier ending. Tharpe was
murdered in August 2008 at age 19, after
overcoming a fairly rough childhood to
really blossom in high school and earn an
academic scholarship to the University of
Kentucky, 2X said. In fact, Tharpe was
murdered just three days before he was
to leave for UK (he was already packed),

There’s only so much one person can do. And 2X’s efforts
certainly provide much-needed solace for the people on both
sides of the law whom they touch.
after an argument over a game of chance,
by James Gaither of Chicago — who was
sort of “egged on” into the heinous act by
at least four accomplices, 2X told the lunch.
Tharpe’s mother Teri absolutely refused
to let the case die like her son, despite the
stubborn reticence of people who had seen
the bloodletting: 2X told of how she boldly
went around the Beecher Terrace housing
complex personally trying to build a case.
Finally last summer, Gaither and four others were charged in the murder, but as the
issue was about to come to trial, witnesses
started to back out, 2X said. He added that
a plea deal was reached in which Gaither
received 10 years in prison and the four
accomplices were not even tried.
Even though Tharpe’s mother had been
dogged in finding her son’s killers, and been
very vocal outside the courtroom about his
death (and critical of the plea deal), she
approached 2X about meeting Gaither,

Imagine seeing this in color:

Now imagine reading
instantly updated news from
the FOR.
You can do both at
www.louisville-for.org

The Louisville FOR’s web site includes Action Alerts
about issues of great concern to peace and justice
people. It also lets you link to peace groups in many
nations and look over every FORsooth going back to
April 2002. And the pictures – starting with the JulyAugust 2008 issue – are in color.

If you love blogging, contribute your thoughts and
hopes to the US FOR’s blog www.forpeace.net. Keep up
with the national organization’s unequaled activism for
a world of nonviolence and justice at www.forusa.org.
As much as we know you love reading FORsooth,
there’s no reason to wait till next month to be inspired
and challenged by the FOR.
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he recalled. Gaither quickly agreed; the
meeting happened; and Gaither has agreed
to talk actively to people and groups about
getting away from the culture of guns and
shooting. So, in this case, there has been
not only personal, but at least some societal,
progress toward reconciliation.
Christopher 2X closed his talk with a
brief account of the Claybrooks-Aaron Shields
case in December 2008, in which three young
Claybrooks brothers, and Shields, died in Herbert Lee’s stolen car when it crashed during
a high-speed police chase near U of L. The
Claybrooks were “A” and “B” students and
had done nothing wrong other than to accept
a ride home from school. In the fall of 2010,
a jury convicted Lee of “manslaughter 2” but
not “murder 1,” said 2X — so the most he can

face, since he was a juvenile at the time of the
crime, is 12 months in juvenile detention. He
added that the boys’ fathers have proposed
meeting with Lee to let him know they forgive
him; this, said 2X, will not happen until Lee
has served his time.
These cases may seem like insignificant,
isolated examples. And it is true that they
constitute a relatively small percentage of
murders even in Louisville, and certainly
in the U.S.
There’s only so much one person can
do. And 2X’s efforts certainly provide muchneeded solace for the people on both sides
of the law whom they touch. Healing, he
concluded by saying, and “rebirthing the
spirit” through reconciliation, is the idea
— “The Idea of Reconciliation.”

Bill would
curb use of
executions

Friends of abolition of the death penalty
should call 1-800-372-7181 and urge their
state representatives to support HB 274,
which would end executions of severely
mentally ill persons in Kentucky, the
Kentucky Coalition to Abolish the Death
Penalty said.
“On the same call, leave a message
for House Judiciary Chairperson Rep. John
Tilley, urging him to give this bill a hearing
in his committee,” a KCADP e-mail said.
The organization said the bill has the
backing of the Kentucky Mental Health
Coalition and the Kentucky National
Alliance on Mental Illness.
“The American Bar Association, the
American Psychological and Psychiatric
associations and Murder Victims Families
For Human Rights have called for
legislation to keep severely ill persons
from facing execution,” the e-mail said.
Under the Kentucky proposal, the
KCADP said, when a claim of severe
mental illness would be made in a capital
case, the judge would conduct a pre-trial
hearing to allow the Commonwealth
Attorney and the defendant’s lawyers to
present evidence. If the evidence convinces
the judge the defendant is severely
mentally ill then the death penalty would
not be a possible punishment, the group
said, adding that life without parole and
other penalties would still be available
to the jury to impose if the defendant
were to be found guilty of the murder.
For the full bill, go to www.kcadp.org
and click on HB274 in the text.
“The U. S. Supreme Court has declared
unconstitutional the execution of young
people whose brains are not developed or
those who are mentally retarded. These
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Ike M. Thacker is an advocate for
political, social, and economic democracy.
He focuses especially on housing issues.

(continued on page 7)
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Egyptian freedom movement and the US justice cause
As this column is being put to bed
(February 11) the glorious victory of the
Egyptian people in ousting the U.S.-funded
Hosni Mubarak is so, so sweet. And, as much
as I appreciate you dear readers having sent
me information on U.S. current events —
healthcare, right-wing attacks, recent FBI
raids, the rewriting of U.S. civil rights
history, the Scott sisters of Mississippi, and
more — space prevents commentary.
Instead, I turn to an e-mail from my dear
friend and lifelong activist Tom Moffett, and
my response (both abridged due to space
considerations). It appeared on the listserv
of the Kentucky Alliance Against Racist &
Political Repression, where both Tom and
I are members of the Executive Board.
First, Tom’s commentary, sent: Friday,
February 11, 2011 Subject: “Can We Bring
Egypt’s People’s Revolution to the U.S.?
“After an hour or more of watching TV
coverage of events in Egypt I had to take
a break. That gave me time to think wild
thoughts - and I will lose them if I don’t
pass them on….
“This is already the third time in the
last three hours that I have moved from
TV to an e-mailed reaction, but the list of
addressees has grown.
“My first reaction was to thank… for the
last-minute notice of a rally this afternoon
to support the protesters (still waiting in
suspenseful hope). Her message included
a statement from American Muslims which
gave me a new insight into the possibility that
this would be a breakthrough for the people
of the whole Arab (Muslim) world toward
freedom from oppressive dictatorships.
“In that first response I also added that
for us in the alliance, I thought it could be
another call to action -- another evidence
(as Anne Braden always pointed out) of the
power of the people -- the possibilities when
one person (Rosa Parks) or a few (students
at a lunch counter) take action.
“The thought that sent me back to
my e-mailing was a follow-up to that. I
couldn’t get over the feeling that this could
be a turning point for the movement in this
country. I’m thinking we need to be ready

to play a role in pushing this country to
truly stay on the side of the people. That’s
definitely not the side we have been on for a
long time. The powers that be (and perhaps
most of the public at large) are focused on
what will happen to oil prices -- on what
will happen to the economy -- on keeping
our allies in the “War on Terrorism.”
“In other words the odds are that the
U.S. will quickly lose interest in the people
of Egypt, now rejoicing in the victory of nonviolence. It was won essentially by one or two
thousand courageous people who went back
into the streets after the equivalent of Bull
Connor’s dogs had been unleashed against
them. Now, however, some of them are saying they know that it will be truly won only
if they can keep the pressure on the army
so that this is not merely another hand off
down the line of successive oppressors.
“Here in America, the natural thing
will be to stick with the keepers of stability
-- army people we have cooperated with for
decades in order to keep the Middle East
open for our multinational corporations to
rake in the profits.
“Even our president can not possibly
resist this centuries old regression from the
tea party for liberty and freedom in Boston
harbor to the tea party of today with its cries
of “Take Back America” (for the WASPS
and the corporations).

“But, if Facebook and a few courageous
young people have done again what we
have seen all over the world since Ghandi
in India, who’s to say that we won’t see an
equally powerful takeover by the people
-- the young people -- of America, even the
young people of the Kentucky Alliance?
“Perhaps we could start with our
African-American History Month Forum.
We set out with a topic something like:
“Black Political Power Under Obama: How
do we get results?” Maybe we could add
two panelists with insights into the makings
of people power in Egypt. I’m thinking
one from the perspective of an Arab and
one from the perspective of the internet or
Facebook communications.
“We had already been moving in the
direction of Rainbow rather than merely
Black Power. We could go to People Power
-- Youth Power -- United Power….”
And, now, the response I sent to Tom:
Your email raises a number of
interesting points:
“(Egyptian regime change) could be
another call to action -- another evidence
(as Anne Braden always pointed out) of the
power of the people -- the possibilities when
one person (Rosa Parks) or a few (students
at a lunch counter) take action.”
You are right aboutAnne, of course, but we
both know that Anne was an organizer, not just
a mobilizer. Rosa Parks did not take individual
action. She was steeled in the progressive
movement, having attended workshops at the
Highlander Center in Tennessee, and through
her work with A.D. Nixon of the Brotherhood
of Sleeping Car Porters.
The “few (students at a lunch counter)” in 1960 had planned their protest in
Greensboro, N.C. It was not spontaneous.
A few months later, in Nashville, Tenn., the
Nashville Student Movement came onto the
scene. Diane Nash, and the other students,
had carefully planned strategy and tactics. As
students were arrested in the first wave of the

sit-in, a second wave would take their place.
This was a multi-faceted strategy involving
a confrontation with Mayor Ben West (he
responded surprisingly honestly, objectively
confronting his own racial stereotyping).
In Cairo, the students and young
people who tenaciously held on are to be
congratulated. But it was the labor union
movement that planned much of the strategy.
I saw some of this when seven of us from
Louisville were in Tahrir Square, in Cairo,
in December 2009. There were, indeed,
spontaneous actions. But there was also
the collective action of, for example, the
Egyptian Journalists Union.
Tuesday night, in my… university
class, we briefly discussed Egypt. I had
placed on Blackboard an article that
estimated Mubarak’s worth @ $70 billion,
in a country where so many earn $2 per day.
The students, of course, knew little more
about Egypt than the snippets they get on
the news, although, in fairness, there has
been good video coverage of Tahrir Square.
I asked why, if even the U.S. media now
says Mubarak is a ruthless dictator — why
have we given Egypt better than $1.5 billion
per year? A couple of responses were sort
of good, most did not know. We have a lot
of educating to do.
You write: “I couldn’t get over the
feeling that this could be a turning point for
the movement in this country.” In Egypt, we
must applaud this monumental victory, the
forced abdication of ex-president Mubarak.
But let us not forget that the same
military that was under Mubarak’s control,
and, possibly, his hand-appointed successor
as well, are now in charge. I rejoice in this
victory, Tom, but it is only a first step. Let
us learn from the Egyptian people. Let us
build a movement. Ira.
Contact Ira Grupper at
irag@iglou.com.

The Fifth Annual Fellowship of Reconciliation
& Interfaith Paths to Peace

Peace Essay Contest 2011
How would you apply strategies to…
9 Decrease the violence on the United
States/Mexican border
9 Design an exciting video game that uses nonviolent action to solve a conflict
9 Restructure the federal budget to promote a
more peaceful world

Winners Will Receive
1st place -- $250
2nd place -- $200
3rd place -- $150
4th place -- $100
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: March15th, 2011
This is an excellent opportunity to:
 Improve your composition skills
Get your writing published in the Courier-Journal
Win some money
ASK YOUR TEACHER FOR THE GUIDELINES OR
ACQUIRE GUIDELINES AT:

http://louisville-for.org/essay.htm
March 2011
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The worst of violence precedes an independence vote
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The Louisville chapter is seeking a data management technician to produce a master
database of FOR members and FORsooth subscribers, including their e-mail addresses.
Experience with Excel or Numbers required, familiarity with other database
programs desired.
For more information, contact chapter steering committee co-chairperson Peter
Fosl at pfosl@transy.edu.
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Data-savvy volunteer sought to help the Louisville FOR
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You’ll need an internet-access computer, but we will give you complete training.
Unpaid position, but the Spiritual dividends vast!
Contact Jean Edwards, EdwardsFOR@Bellsouth.net, or 458-8056
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Volunteer calendar editor needed to prepare
Calendar for Peacemakers on page 8 of each FORsooth.
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The primary cause of the Arab-Fur War
and the Arab-Masaleit War and what came
after them was the Khartoum-based government, the latest, most ruthless and severe
in a long line of Khartoum governments
determined to hoard as much of Sudan’s
wealth, development and power as possible.
But there were numerous other reasons.
Desertification, in which the Sahara
steadily crept south, and pushed farmers
and herders of livestock (pastoralists) out
of central North Darfur and into the lands of
farmers further south; these displacements
greatly increased demand for arable land
and/or food for these pastoralists’ herds,
and broke down previously symbiotic
relationships between the two parties.
A series of droughts (1973, 1983-84,
1990) that forced the population to use up too
much of the land’s resources, and which accelerated the desertification-caused migration.
Decades of successive colonial and national
governments’neglecting Darfur’s agricultural,
water, educational, business, health, communication and transportation needs.
Marginalization of the Abbala Rizayqat
Arabs in North Darfur, who lacked high
(nazir) level representation, decent land, and
reliable ways to earn their way out of what
was even by local standards poverty. The
fight over land ownership caused when land
granted through the ancient hakura system
but not registered with the government
was wanted by displaced nomads; and
the government’s overwhelmingly biased
support of the Arab sides of these cases.
Chadian rebels (backed by Lybia as part
of Gaddafi’s Arab empire agenda) attacking
the Chadian government in the 1980s and
bringing the battlefield into Darfur by using
the latter as a rear base of operations; this
also brought in Chadian refugees, a flood of
weapons from Lybia, and access to Lybian
training camps for severely disadvantaged
Arabs, such as the Abbala Rizayqat.
And another tool used by Gaddafi in
pursuit of his pan-Arab goal was changing
the nature of the social tensions in Darfur
in the ‘80s and ‘90s: the Arab supremacist
group known as the “Arab Gathering,”
which held that Arabs had had their sole
right to the land between the Nile and Lake
Chad taken from them by “African” tribes,
and that they should regain control of it in
any way possible.
The views and manifestos of this group
were never the views of Darfur’s Arabs as
a whole, but they appealed to some of the
young Arabs who would join the militias.
And once Khartoum was seen to be openly
siding with the Arab supremacist-motivated
militias (to divide and rule), non-Arab
groups went beyond forming relatively
small self-defense groups.
Beginning in late 1996 Fur -- in the region
itself as well as in Khartoum and outside the
country -- collected money and planned for
organized resistance, with Jebel Marra in
central Darfur to be the base of operations. A
young lawyer named Abd al Wahid Muhammad al-Nur led these efforts. By 2000 rebel
military camps were up and running.
And in May 2000, The Black Book:
Imbalance of Power and Wealth in Sudan
was published, and helped to unify the rebels
and presented proof to the outside world
that conflict in Darfur was not the result of
inter-tribal hostility but of gross exploitation of successive national governments
and colonizers. The NCP regime (the NIF

was renamed the National Congress Party
in 2000) claimed this published information
was evidence of racist, separatist threats
against Arabs, and redoubled its arming and
strengthening of the Arab militias in Darfur.
But in August 2001, the authors of
The Black Book emerged as the Justice and
Equality Movement (JEM) led by Dr. Khalil
Ibrahim (a Zaghawa), made up of dissenting
Islamists and other Darfur intellectuals;
they wanted a united, democratic, but not
a secular Sudan (with shari’a law being
optional for Muslims and not imposed on
others), with all regions sharing equally in
wealth, development and representation.
Meanwhile the Fur rebels sought
alliances as janjawiid attacks on their group,
Zaghawa, and Massaleit increased. The
Zaghawa knew that, despite having been in
conflict with the Fur after being displaced by
drought onto Fur lands (they’d fought during
the Arab-Fur War), they were the same as
the Fur and Massaleit in Khartoum’s eyes.
And after 125 civilians were massacred
in the town of Abu Gamra by janjawiid
militias, the Zaghawa leadership joined in
rebellion with the Fur rebels in July 2001. The
Massaleit joined in November, and together
all three were the Darfur Liberation Front.
In February 2002 the DLF launched
its first attack, destroying a government
outpost near Nyala, the South Darfur capital.
Meanwhile janjawiid attacks on villages of
the rebels’ ethnicities were reported to the
government by Fur parliamentarians.
In mid-2003, janjawiid militias began
attacking, on a massive scale, Darfuri civilians of “African” background (but by no
means did all of Darfur’s Arabs participate
in the war; the Baggara Rizayqat remained
neutral thanks to the leadership of Nazir
Saeed Mahmoud Ibrahim Musa Madibu,
and many Arab civilians were among the
conflict-affected).
Often the Sudanese forces would
bomb villages ahead of an attack, rolling
out bombs from the backs of Antonov
airplanes, followed by helicopter gunships’
or jets’ strafing villages before janjawiid
ground forces stormed the targeted areas.
“What happened next varied from place to
place only in detail. Women and girls were
raped, anything portable of value was taken,
animals were rustled or killed, and houses
still standing were torched; stragglers were
shot or stabbed and children sometimes
tossed into burning houses.
Wells were polluted with dead bodies.
Survivors reported frequent verbal abuse:
racial epithets, the words zurqa (‘black’)
and abid (‘slaves’) perhaps most often, and
shouted claims to Arab ownership of the
land. In some cases, women and girls, after
rape, were branded to make permanently
visible their humiliation; in others they
were abducted, ravished over time, then
released or killed depending on the whim
of their tormentors.
For similar effect, villagers were
mutilated and their bodies left exposed;
torture, decapitation, schoolchildren
chained together and burned alive – there
seemed to be no limit. On some occasions,
men and boys were lined up and executed,
in others they were led off, never to be
seen again. Some towns and villages were
attacked several times before they were
finally burned down. Everything was
destroyed, even the mosques.
However horrific the details, the
ultimate object was always the same:
destruction of settlements and property,
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On Feb. 2, the Southern Sudan Referendum Commission announced the preliminary
results of the Independence referendum: 99.57 percent in favor of secession in the south
(with 98.77 percent of registered voters voting), 57.65 percent in favor of secession
in the North (with 59.56 percent of registered voters participating) and 98.55 percent
in favor of secession among the diaspora, or displaced persons (with 96.65 percent
of registered voters voting).
depopulation of the land through the death
of the men, death or spoliation of the
women, and the flight in terror of survivors,
as reported in the book Darfur’s Sorrow.
Sudan expert Eric Reeves said an estimated
190,000 civilians were killed in Darfur
between February 2003 and December 2004
(as posted on www.sudanreeves.org).
And in November 2005, analysts
estimated that at least 75 percent of Darfur’s
villages had been destroyed by February of
that year, and that the janjawiid had stolen
the assets of two million people (reported
in the Brookings Institution-University of
Bern Project on Displacement, Protecting
Two Million Internally Displaced: The
Successes and Shortcomings of the African
Union in Darfur).
But Western powers did not want to
endanger the North-South peace process
by substantially pressuring Khartoum on
what it was doing in Darfur. U.N. Security
Council action was limited by permanent
members China and Russia, who ensured
any resolutions aimed at the NCP regime on
this matter were at least diluted, when they
didn’t vote against them outright (China was
Sudan’s number one oil patron and weapons
supplier, and Russia also had a weapons
deal it did not want to lose).
But after the Comprehensive Peace
Agreement was signed at the beginning of
2005, the South embarked on a six-year
interim period as a semi-autonomous region
due to end with a referendum on union or
secession for both it and the border region
of Abyei (just north of the line between
Northern Bahr al-Ghazal and Unity States);
the SPLM would be guaranteed 28 percent
presence in a Government of National Unity
(GONU) vs. the NCP’s 52 percent, and the
South’s President would also be the First
Vice President in Khartoum. And while
John Garang’s death in a helicopter crash in
Uganda in July 2005 resulted in riots in both
Khartoum and the Southern capital of Juba,
the peace held, and Salva Kiir Mayardit was
sworn in as South Sudan’s President and

also as the First Vice-President of Sudan
in Khartoum. In October a constitution
forming the Government of South Sudan
was completed.
Even though the war was over, the
interim period was not a tranquil one. In
May 2008, the SPLA fought Sudanese
Armed Forces in Abyei, destroying nearly
all of the town and displacing 60,000 people,
and in December of that year another
fight there amongst joint integrated units
displaced 13,000 of the estimated 20,000
who returned after fleeing that spring. The
Lord’s Resistance Army attacked in South
Sudan and DRC; the U.N. Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(UNOCHA) estimated that by the end of
2009, such attacks had displaced 67,000
Southern Sudanese within their own country
and as well as another 17,000 Congolese
refugees. Inter- and intra-tribal conflict,
LRA attacks, conflict between pastoralists
and farmers, poor governing, widespread
availability of small firearms, fighting over
land between internally displaced persons,
refugees and residents, badly-defined county
and payam boundaries, drought, food
shortages displaced more than 390,000 in
2009 (more than twice 2008’s total), and
another 60,000 in the first months of 2010.
More than two million refugees
returned to South Sudan from 2005 to
2009, ten percent of whom were displaced
again within the country after their arrival;
returnees often arrived at places without
infrastructure, security, offering no clean
water or job prospects. Late rains, insecurity
disrupting trade and preventing cultivation,
high food prices, and increased food
shortages among even people not displaced
caused an immense food shortage in
2009. The U.N. peacekeeping force there
(UNMIS) was criticized for not carrying
out one of the central goals of its mandate,
the protection of civilians.
And while all this was going on, the
(continued on page 5)
FORsooth

The eyes of the future are praying
that we see beyond
Kentucky is blessed with great natural
beauty, remarkable biodiversity, fertile soil,
and abundant water—gifts that make our
commonwealth truly wealthy in a world
where such assets are becoming increasingly
rare. By virtue of the fact that we live in
this particular land, these particular gifts
have for a time been entrusted to our care.
It has been said, From those to whom much
has been given, much is required. Are we
Kentuckians doing what is required to
protect these riches? Or with our current
policies and practices such as blowing off
the tops of mountains and dumping the
rubble into headwater streams are we doing
just the opposite?
Terry Tempest Williams writes this:
“The eyes of the future are looking back at
us and they are praying for us to see beyond
our own time.” What will our children and
our children’s children think of decisions
those of us here in Kentucky today are
making in regard to the use and care of
our land and our water? And if, as Native
American wisdom teaches, we look to the
seventh generation beyond our own, how
will those descendants be affected by our
choices today? Will they give thanks and
bless us for our wise decisions? Or will

they shake their heads in bewilderment and
wonder how we could have possibly been
so foolish, so shortsighted, so selfish as to
deplete the land and the resources on which
the well being, the very existence of human
life and all life depends?
An honest vision for a healthy, beautiful
Kentucky must see beyond fossil fuels and
their host of associated problems. Envision a
future in which a multiplicity of more earth-,
air-, and water-friendly sources such as solar,

Independence vote
NCP was up to its old obstructionist tricks,
delaying CPA implementation whenever
it could. The national elections, originally
meant to be held in 2009, postponed until
February 2010 and again until April were
widely seen as grossly unfair, and saw the
withdrawal of the SPLM candidates from
the Presidential and Darfur ballots, with the
Southerners citing the election as simply
a ploy by Bashir to counter International
Criminal Court indictments by appearing
to be a legitimate ruler.
The NCP also prevented the Abyei
referendum for independence by insisting
that Misseriya pastoralists (who did not
inhabit the area year-round and had been
manipulated to be loyal to the North)
participate over SPLM objections (it was
to have been held concurrently with the
South’s vote in January).
But from November 15 through
December 8, 3,770,600 people in the South
registered to vote in the referendum for
independence, according to the Southern
Sudan Referendum Commission. This
happened despite daily threats and flipflopping from various members of the
NCP ruling elite (held in check in part by
a massive top level diplomatic presence
from the U.S.), despite a very high illiteracy
rate, and despite the Sudanese Air Force
bombing Timsaha, Western Bahr al-Ghazal
on December 8.
And the February 2 vote was 99.57
percent in favor of secession.
The CPA stipulated that the North
and South had six months from a vote
for independence to prepare for official
separation on July 9. But the Republic of
South Sudan will still have to work with the
Khartoum government to resolve issues the
latter has done its best to keep unresolved:
who gets what water rights to the White Nile,
oil profit sharing (the South has about 75
percent of the oil fields, but the North has
the refining infrastructure and the pipeline to
Port Sudan on the Red Sea), what citizenship
choices will southerners living in the North
be offered, will the South change its mind
about taking on a part of the $38 billion
national debt, defusing tensions to the extent
that the northern troop build-up along the
border may be removed, and going forward
with Abyei’s referendum.
There are also huge domestic needs,
March 2011

wind, hydro and geothermal supply all the
energy we need while employing significant
numbers of workers to manufacture, install,
and maintain the requisite equipment.
Envision a future in which our mountains
and forests stand tall and proud, our waters
run pure, and the air we all breathe is clean.
Once we actually imagine such a future, we
will be in position to take whatever steps
are necessary to create it. On the other
hand, if we continue to imagine that coal
is the best answer to our employment and
energy needs, Kentuckians will ultimately
be left behind in the coal dust with tainted
water, particle-laden air, a ravaged land,
and unhealthy citizens. We will be a much
less wealthy commonwealth.
We are in the process today of creating
Kentucky’s tomorrow. What kind of
tomorrow will it be? Will we repent of our
fossil fuel addictions and together embrace
a bold new vision for a healthy and truly
wealthy future? I pray that we will for and
own sakes and also for all the eyes of the
future who are looking back at us. They are
praying too.

World war,
churches
focus of
minister

An area clergyperson is delving into
crises past and present and is asking for the
public’s help.
Rev. Polk Culpepper of New Albany
is helping form a sharing/support group
in Kentuckiana for sons of World War II
fathers. The group will look specifically
at “how the experience of fathers in World
War II influenced the relationship between
them and their sons and how that continues
to affect their sons today,” he said.
Culpepper also is writing a book about
how the church has become dysfunctional
and he seeks a group for discussion and
sharing of ideas and experiences.
If interested in either of these endeavors,
contact him at plok@insightbb.com.
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namely building enough educational,
medical, transportation, business, industrial,
banking, anti-corruption, and agricultural
infrastructure in order to become truly
independent. By the time of the CPA Sudan’s
was the largest aid operation in the world,
the result of almost two centuries’ worth of
grossly exploitative governance and nearly
50 years’ worth of war.
Yet by early 2006 Darfur seemed to
continue on such a path. By then, it had seen
all ceasefires and U.N. Security Council
Resolutions related to it violated by the
NCP and its militias. The mass violence
that brought about the tens of thousands
of fatalities had lessened, the rebel groups
began to split, the African Union had a
peacekeeping mission in Darfur (AMIS).
And although the Darfur Peace
Agreement had been signed by Khartoum
reps and only one rebel group, the SLA
faction led by Minni Minawi, the two other
major players, namely the JEM and SLA
led by Abdel Wahid al-Nur did not sign.
And with only the weak A.U. mission to
enforce it, and the government’s tried and
true method of signing any number of
sweeping agreements with no intention of
honoring them in order to buy time or divide
the opposition, the DPA was doomed to
failure. But Minni Minawi was made Fourth
Vice-President of Sudan, and his troops
now worked for the government (and when
he lost the Vice Presidency after the April
2010 elections, he and his forces rejoined
the rebels). By summer 2006, violence was
increasing (including against aid workers,
with nine being killed in July alone) and the
NCP had not honored any of the deadlines
set forth in the DPA.
In March 2010, President Obama
appointed retired Air Force General Scott
Gration to be the U.S. Special Envoy
for Sudan. Gration vigorously supported
Khartoum’s “domestication” of the Darfur
peace process, in which the NCP regime
would not talk to rebels and despite this
work to move civilians out of the camps
and develop the region.
In May 2010, the JEM withdrew from
peace talks with the government in Doha, Qatar, claiming that the government’s continued
besieging of rebel forces violated the prohibition on all military attacks in the framework
agreement signed between the JEM and the

NCP regime in February. Tens of thousands of
civilians were displaced by the latest conflicts,
and humanitarian aid groups were routinely
banned from accessing attacked areas by government and sometimes rebel forces. On July
12, the ICC charged President Bashir with
three counts of genocide.
In late July fights broke out between
Kalma camp residents in favor of the Doha
peace talks and those against them (specifically over whether they were legitimate
enough to warrant civilian participation.
Soon, Radio Dabanga, a news radio
station and web site reporting from inside
Darfur and based in the Netherlands, began
reporting with increasing frequency complaints from camps throughout the region
of reduced individual food rations (corroborated by the World Food Programme),
lack of non-food items (shelter materials,
blankets), fuel for water pumps, and medical care (and these trends have continued
to the present day). Human Rights Watch
and Radio Dabanga reported government
attacks on civilians (new instances of which
they continue to report). And on September
2, a government-backed militia stormed into
a crowded marketplace in Tabra, North Darfur, and shot to death 49 civilians. December
2010 saw the JEM, the SLA/Abd al Wahid
Muhammad al-Nur and the SLA/Minawi
forces fight together against the government
around the towns of Khor Abeche, Shangil
Tobaya and Dar es Salaam in eastern Darfur,
displacing 18,000 civilians.
As with the Tabra massacre, so with
all of the other crimes which have occurred
in Darfur, with the possible exception of
the ICC indictments: the perpetrators have
not faced any substantial consequences for
these planned acts, not even proportionally
appropriate coverage from the world
media. There are now 2.7 million internally
displaced people in Darfur, with another
two million dependent on aid in some way;
there are about 260,000 Darfuri refugees in
eastern Chad. The population of the region
prior to the present conflict was about six
million. A credible estimate posted on
www.sudanreeves.org of total deaths from
conflict-related causes exceeds 500,000.
The writer, of Louisville, is an activist
with the Kentuckiana Interfaith Task Force
on Darfur.

Pandering
(continued from page 1)

Epilepsy and mental illness are not the
result of demon possession. Slavery is not
a legitimate social institution. Women are
not created inferior to men and cannot be
regarded as male property.”
He goes on to explain that from fossil
remains, we know that dinosaurs were
enormous creatures. The dimensions of
Noah’s Ark as described in the book of
Genesis were 500 feet long and 75 feet high.
A pair of dinosaurs would have taken
up enormous space, made navigation all but
impossible and, in the 150 days that Noah
was supposedly on that boat, would have
by themselves required more food than the
ark could have carried. When the story of
Noah and his ark was written no one knew
about kangaroos or koala bears, because
the existence of Australia was unknown to
the people of the Middle East.
Neither were polar bears nor penguins
known to have existed. Where did they
come from? Did they travel thousands of
miles across the earth and sneak onto the
ark when Noah wasn’t looking? Did Noah
send his sons out to gather them up before
the rain started?
I object to elected officials pandering
to any segment of the population to get
elected. But it especially galls me when
tax incentives are used to encourage
religious ignorance and prejudice. Come
on Kentucky, we can do better than this.
The writer is a minister in
New Albany, Ind.
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CELEBRATING THE
PEACE CORPS
AND CHRISTOPHER
HARMER

Numerous articles have appeared in
recent days about Sargent Shriver who died
in December.* He was the first director of the
Peace Corps, creator of the War on Poverty,
US ambassador to France, a vice-presidential
nominee and candidate for president. He took
on some of the toughest problems in the country,
always optimistic and committed.
Many readers are aware that Chris
Harmer is serving in the Peace Corps in Mali and is expected to return to Louisville at
the end of the year. Please read about him later in this article.
Shriver’s skills were in different programs: Peace Corps, Head Start, VISTA, Legal
Services and the Job Corps -- all came out of his vision -- to eliminate poverty, overcome
racism, provide employment for all and see that everyone has access to justice. He brought
together young people, 35 or under, to launch the Peace Corps program. He was proud of
these young people, many of whom went on later to become presidents of colleges, doctors,
lawyers, editors, judges educators, business executives and philanthropists.
At the 20th anniversary of the Peace Corps, Schriver quoted Pres. Bartlett Giamatti’s
1981 address to Yale graduates: “What concerns me most today is the ways... ...we have
created thoughtful citizens who disdain politics and politicians when more than ever we
need to value politics and what politicians do; when more than ever we need to recognize
that the calling to public life is one of the highest callings a society can make.”
On March l this year, the Peace Corps will be 50 years old. Although funding has
increased, Peace Corps sends fewer than 60% as many people abroad as it did in 1966. And
there are still many who do not realize that Peace Corps exists.
It is interesting to learn how Peace Corps began. During the third presidential debate,
Kennedy challenged students at Ann Arbor, Michigan, when he asked: “How many of you
who are going to be doctors are willing to spend your days in Ghana?” Thousands wrote
to Kennedy showing their interest. So, after Kennedy was elected, he appointed Sargent
Shriver as director.
In less than 6 months, the program got off the ground, the first group going to Ghana
where the schools were shut down due to the lack of teachers. Soon there were instructors;
500 went to Ethiopia. By 1966 there were more than 15,000 volunteers working in different
parts of the world. The next year there were 42,000 applicants. But after that, applications fell
during the Vietnam War when young people would have nothing to do with the government.
Nixon tried to kill the program, but President Reagan supported it. However, no one seemed
to know what the Peace Corps did. In 2008 the budget was $342 million, less than what the
federal government spends on military bands.
Many former volunteers wonder how effective the Peace Corps has been in view of the
seventeen years that 45,000 volunteers had spent in Muslim countries yet seemed to have no
effect on post 9/11 policy. The Peace Corps itself can do no lobbying, but a group was set up
through the Rockefeller Foundation and hired a former volunteer to get larger appropriations.
A difficult task, with the volunteer having to “buttonhole” individual senators, who
seem not to know how much money the Peace Corps gets.
Perhaps funding for trhe Peace Corps can be taken from the mlitary budget rather than
from aid. The Peace Corps is an excellent program, helping as it does so many people in
so many countries; but it is important to educate Congress as well as the public as to its
importance. Former volunteers say that they received more from the program than they had
given. We hope that their “giving” has improved the lives of people throughout the world
and has built a positive picture of America. Our hope is that Sarge’s dream lives on.
*Information taken from the Boston Globe, l/20 and from the New Yorker, Dec 20/27.
Many thanks to Cape Cod Fellowship of Reconciliation for including this article in their
February 2011 newsletter.
Back to CHRIS HARMER! After retiring from his employment several years ago,
CHRIS HARMER announced that he was applying to join the Peace Corps again. This
was quite a surprise to some of us who remembered what happened when he was accepted
for the Thailand Peace Corps many years ago at a much younger age. He contracted dengue
fever and became deathly ill. A long recovery followed before he finally regained his health.
This time he applied for sub Saharan Africa to engage in water engineering. After
finally being accepted, there was one big obstacle to overcome. He had to learn French! He
applied himself diligently and finally met all of the requirements. Upon his arrival; he was
sent immediately to village homestay (three and a half weeks living with a Malian family),
and studying language intensely at a local school.
His health has been great so far as he has escaped the diarrhea-amoebic, bacterial illnesses
that some other volunteers have experienced. He writes, “I’ve been more religious than my
cohorts about washing hands and treating virtually every drop of water I drink, too. Mostly
now I’m just trying to figure out how to get
enough protein and fruits and vegetables. I eat
with a host family next door at dinner; so I get
carbs, tasty sauces, but meats and everything
are over cooked to make them safe from germs
and therefore vitamin free also.
Breakfast is peanut butter and jelly on great
bread from the taditional mud-oven bakery.
Deelish! I usually add a banana, a glass of

reconstituted milk, my malaria pill, and later a vitamin. Then I do greetings with anyone in
the compound and hop on my PC-issue Trek mountain bike for a bone-jarring 20-min ride
to city hall. Cycling will be my exercise for a while in this hot and humid weather (90+)
now. The mini-hot season comes in October.
The City Hall, my base, is a plain one-story concrete affair that has about l0 offices (none
of which I occupy) and an open meeting hall. I pull aside an old table and chair in the back
of the hall to study Bambara and translate a host of relevant official documents such as 5 yr
development plans, food security plans, trash collection histories, and sanitation laws -- all
in the official language, French. I do more and longer greetings, including at least weekly
greetings to the mayor. AND THEN THERE IS TEA!
About half of the City Hall staff spends its mornings under a tree out front, greeting,
chatting, doing a little transactional business when necessary, and making and drinking tea.
The green Chinese tea is boiled in small teapots sitting on charcoal in a small portable grill/
stove. Boiled. We are talking strong. To which they add most of a shot glass of sugar. ... The
impressive part is when, to make sure the tea and sugar are uniformly mixed, they pour it
from the pot into the shot glass-like tea glasses from a height of a foot or so. This is then
poured, from height, back into the pot, and the process repeated. When the maker is satisfied
with the strength and sweetness, it is poured into a couple of the tea glasses, and offered to
the oldest and most honored people first, and that is often me. There are three rounds for
everyone made from each pot, progressively weaker and sweeter, sometimes with fresh mint
thrown in.. It is something to allow guests to linger and talk, but there is caffeine and sugar
like no coffee break ever imagined. And it goes on and on all morning sometimes. Then they
take the afternoons off, except for a skeleton crew.
I leave at lunch, eat rice and sauce with some meat at the hospital cantine, because the
food is good, cheap, and they actually have a handwashing station, and the manager usually
offers tea and conversation. I may have a language tutoring session or run errands (including
hanging out, often with tea, at my baker’s place).
Back in the relative comfort, coolness, and serenity of my house, I read interminable
technical manuals, documents, language books, etc. I feel like I am busy nonstop, and am
generally drained and ready for bed by 9:00 pm.”

Third Thursday Lunches

Editor’s note: Now we know why Chris never wants to see another tea pot as long as
he lives.
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Marissa Castellano of Reconciliation
& Interfaith Paths to Peace

Marissa Castellano is Program Manager of Kentucky Rescue and Restore Victims of
Human Trafficking, a Catholic Charities program. She will discuss how this slavery
continues Bin our restaurants, in hotels, in sex venues, in sports arenas and in our
neighborhoods and homes. Do we know how to recognize it? Do we know how to report it?
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For reservations, call Jean Edwards (458-8056),
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The key to peace in the Middle East
Support a Two-State Solution to
End the Israeli/Palestinian Conflict

On a Mother’s
January Death
She was gold.
God, it’s cold.
Ike M. Thacker
January 2011
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Vigil for Peace
Every Friday, 12 Noon – 1:00 PM
Corner of 6th Street & Broadway
Louisville, Kentucky

Louisville Committee for Israeli/Palestinian States (502.451.5658) www.louisvillepeace.org/twostates.html
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR)/Louisville Chapter (502.458.8056) www.louisville-for.org
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC) /Kentucky Chapter (502.893.9828) www.adckentucky.com

FORsooth

Less media, more marching could just be in my future
During one of those after dinner
conversations at our house in Southern
Indiana, I remember well my mom saying,
“I can just see you typing away at your own
little newspaper you edit.”
That was about 40 years ago. Yes, Mom
was great at predicting; she often told us
during the height of the Cold War that the
Soviet Union was heading for democracy,
a common liberal prophecy that used to rile
William F. Buckley.
Mom and many other McGovernites of
her time were right, with qualifiers, about
the future that awaited the Soviet peoples.
She was not quite as accurate, however,
about the coming editing duties of those at
the supper table.
You see, she was talking to my sister
when she spoke those words. Ellen, two
years my elder, never did edit her own
newspaper, though her accomplishments are
tremendous – she has been a social worker,
mayoral staff member in New Albany,
Democratic political organizer, innovative
high-tech businesswoman and, I should add,
the most popular person in every school she
attended (picture Rachael Ray’s niceness
and Mary Tyler Moore’s charisma).
The matter of social graces is where
Mom’s two children differed; I was a wall
flower. And a late bloomer. If you’re forming
a picture of the family I grew up in, you may
be wondering, what about the other parent?
I’m afraid I wondered about Dad for quite
a while, too.
I didn’t meet him in my conscious life
until I was five and saw him thereafter about
every 10 years. If that has you on the verge of
tears for your retiring FORsooth editor, turn
off the faucets. I had a quite good childhood
in a loving home where we were infused
with passions for learning and free thought
-- and practicality, made necessary by the
inflation and energy volatilities of the time.
Would it have been better to have seen
my own father as frequently as did the
viewers of the television stations where
he was a popular newscaster, courageous
commentator and gubernatorial prospect in
his longtime home state of New Mexico?
Of course.
The principal social policy battle of
our time – over fatherless boys – involves
one side saying males like me are in a cycle
putting the whole nation “at risk” while the
other side insists the “Father Crisis” is a
media construct.
Overall, I have to side with the latter, in
part because Dad himself was to me largely
a media phenomenon – quite literally. A
few recordings and pictures of him doing
the news and an unlikely photo in a 1962
National Geographic while he was on an
expedition in the Grand Canyon were almost
all I knew of George A. Morrison while
growing up.
He bowed out a media figure, too,
writing three books in the final seven years
of his life. The last -- about big news stories
he had covered – was released as he died
in 2007 at 82.
Media were a bigger than ever part of
the American household as prosperity and
convenience reigned for most during my
youth – but in our family media weren’t
an outside influence, but something of a
family member. I can still name the call
letters of the four TV stations where Dad
worked in three states. As late as the 1970s,
Livingston Gilbert, WAVE-TVs legendary
anchorman occasionally would call our

Executions
(continued from page 2)

two categories of persons do not have
the mental capacity to be deterred by the
punishment or to understand the consequences of their behavior,” the KCADP said.
“Certainly we do not want to be a society who would punish these persons with
death. The same is true for those severely
mentally ill. Prison terms are punishment
indeed. Please make that call today.”
For more information, contact the
KCADP at (502) 636-1330.
March 2011

I’ll call Dan who seemed not at all right
wing or dogmatic in the 1970s has shocked
me with his staccato Facebook postings
celebrating the Tea Party’s rise, venerating
Rush Limbaugh and pointing out that a
trillion-dollar deficit makes for a vastly
bigger albatross than Bush’s $400 billion
red ink.
You’ve seen all this, but seldom in the
perpetuity of Dan’s customary seven or
eight consecutive responses to one by me.
So I decided, during a discussion about the
deficit and taxes, I’d try a sort of Gandhian
approach to his British Imperial postings.
How’s your sister, I asked, relating
the night I met her 35 years ago and found
her about the nicest person I had ever
encountered. Dan, always fortified with
facts, seemed unsure what to say in response
to such a drastic shift into this quite sincere
recollection. Soon we were remarking about
old mutual friends and sharing funny stories
from high school.
Then, it came up that I actually think
the deficit is bad, if not caused by social
programs, and he agrees with me that it’s
up to the voters to end it by not rewarding
pork barreling when they go to the polls.
No, we hadn’t altered our positions or
compromised our values, but tied them to,
of all things, some common ground. Yes,
in the middle of this shooting gallery of a
political era.
Some of my very liberal schoolmates
who knew Dan and his postings well were
quite surprised to see some concurrence
between us – and that it came about not by
me ratcheting up the pressure, but suddenly
dropping my weapon.
Another friend once remarked:
“Pacifism is great, if the other side does it
too.” Trouble is, pacifism can’t commence
if we must wait for assurances that the other
side in a zealous battle will reciprocate. I
had no such assurances whatsoever that my
old acquaintance wouldn’t see this softer
tone as capitulation and go for the kill.
I know, real weapons aren’t cyberarguments and actual combatants didn’t go
to high school together. They do, however,
breathe the same atmosphere. And although
there are sadly abundant examples of
rapacious violence to demoralize us, Gandhi
and the some 70 independence and human
rights movements from Montgomery to
East Berlin which successfully employed
his methods showed how they can transform
people convinced of their permanent enmity
into human beings suddenly aware of their
potential to be friends.

house in the afternoon to ask my mom a
tough grammatical question during the rush
to prepare for the 6 p.m. newscast.
Dad had been a news writer at WAVE
from 1948 to 1953 and Livingston knew
Mom as the most omniscient wordsmith -with instant recall. Millie Morrison taught
English and humanities in high school and
courageously crusaded against corporal
punishment in schools in a decades-aheadof-its-time editorial in the New Albany
teachers union newsletter, which she edited
for a year.
My sister, for the record, also edited a
newspaper, though as said, not her own – it
was the student paper of her high school.
As well as media savvy, landing that job
testified to her phenomenal personal magnetism. She became the editor a few weeks
after transferring from out of the district to
a school where not one student had ever
heard of her.
Yes, our family has been mediainvolved, but not by any means media
obsessed - except for one member who
recently decided that editing and writing,
while a fulfilling and genuinely fun
avocation, should be part of a well-rounded
life, just as it was for my parents and sibling.
Maybe it has something to do with
the old bugaboo of dad as media, rather
than a real person, or perhaps that’s overpsychoanalyzing. I plan, however, to be out
there more, marching, rallying and certainly
attending the weekly Friday vigils for peace
in the Middle East.
The most intractable conflict of my
lifetime deserves my feet on the sidewalk,
not just my fingers on the keypad. And
this truly is a conflict, with all the two-way
grievances inherent in that word, not just
“oppression,” as some advocating for both
sides assess the Mideast issue.
My sixth-grade teacher, who was
also a friend and professional colleague
of my Mom (and quite my father figure –
somebody’s got to be when your real dad is
at the bottom of the Grand Canyon), taught
George Morrison thanks kind readers
me character and passion for justice, more
for their support of him as editor of FORby example than classroom instruction.
sooth and urges anyone with comments to
Although our conversations haven’t
keep sending them to him at klm86@att.net.
actually covered the subject, his e-mails
have just as steadfastly indicted
the terrorists’ oppression of
democratic, pluralistic Israel
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(FOR)SOOTH SAYER, my
mother saw this coming, almost.

THE GREAT COMMUNICATOR, my father showed media
is no way to be a man.

New editor
(continued from page 1)

be the most common key word found if
all FORsooths were online. I don’t know
if we’ll ever be past a now more than 20year obsession with the nation. And it bears
repeating why our government can’t let go
of controlling the minute affairs of Iraq: not
“oil” but, more precisely “petrodollars.”
Google that very important, if largely
unfamiliar word to learn why the U.S. rails
against “aggression” so selectively.
Google “Rios Montt,” “Death Squads”
and, most prominently, “Western Hemisphere
Institute for Security Cooperation” for
examples of the “state terrorism” against
which America says it fights. President
Dwight Eisenhower, who scandalously
brought to power the forerunner regime
to the bloody Guatemalan dictator Rios
Montt, also advised: “Never waste a minute
thinking about people you don’t like.”
So also Google “Christian base
communities,” “Fair Trade,” “Justice
Resource Center,” “Leymah Gbowee” or
how about just see what happens when you
type in “hope.” And keep reading FORsooth.
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Calendar for peacemakers

Feb 27 (Sun) 2011 “BE THE CHANGE” CONCERT AND
COMMUNITY CHOIR. The Peace Education Program
presents its seventh annual concert, coordinated by Cynthia Fletcher. Special guests this year include J.D. Green
and Carol Kraemer. 4 PM, First Unitarian Church, 809
South Fourth Street. For more information, call 589-6583.
Feb 28 (Mon) F.O.R. STEERING COMMITTEE. Presbyterian Seminary, 1044 Alta Vista Road. Every fourth
Monday. Visitors encouraged. For more information,
call Pat Geier at 456-6586 or Peter Fosl at 291-2506.
Feb 28 (Mon) KY ALLIANCE BLACK HISTORY
MONTH EVENT. Join in a discussion of the theme
“Black Political Power under Obama: How Do We Get
Results?” Panelists will include Professor Ricky Jones
of UofL, State Senator Gerald Neal, and others. 7 PM,
the Braden Center, 3208 West Broadway. For more
information, call 778-8130.
Mar 2 (Wed) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY
FORUM. Meets the first Wednesday of each month.
The forum’s purpose is to hold and promote the intention
of sustainability for Louisville; establish and nourish
relationships that strengthen community and create
change; and create a space for discussion that inspires,
motivates and deepens our ability to catalyze social
change. Bring your lunch and enjoy the company of
like-minded community members. Noon to 1:45 PM,
Passionist Earth & Spirit Center, the Barn at 1924
Newburg Road.
Mar 4 (Fri) WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICES
sponsored by Church Women United. The event, taking
place at different times in various churches, is designed
to bring together women from different denominations,
backgrounds, races and cultures. The service this year
has been prepared by the women of Chile around the
theme “How Many Loaves Have You?” Everyone is
invited to attend and to bring canned goods for Dare
to Care. A list of participating churches with the times
of the services is available. For more information, call
Genny Scheldorf, 239-5931.
Mar 5 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEMY. Every Saturday.
Dr. Blaine Hudson begins with Black and African World
History (11 AM – 12:30 PM). Followed by a special guest
presentation (12:45 PM to 2 PM). DuValle Education Center Cafeteria, 3610 Bohne Avenue, at 35th St just north of
Algonquin Parkway. Call Bani Hines-Hudson, 295-7531.
Mar 6 (Sun) “AIM HIGHER” focusing on military
counter-recruitment. Every 1st Sunday at 7 PM, 2236
Kaelin Avenue at the FOR office. This group welcomes
invitations to speak about conscientious objection,
military recruitment, and the possibility for high school
students to “opt out” of having their names given to
recruiters. Call Jim Johnson, 262-0148.
Mar 7 (Mon) DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH ISSUE
OF FORsooth. Contact George Morrison at 4542752 or klm86@att.net. Please email new or updated
calendar listings to calendar.peace@gmail.com or call
Nikki at 742-5879.

Mar 8 (Tues) 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S DAY. Join in a celebration that will
include musical performances, inspirational readings from
UofL faculty, news clips from IWD celebrations around the
world, an information fair, yummy snacks and more! Free
and open to the public. 7-9 PM, UofL, Red Barn. For more
information, email peacc@louisville.edu
Mar 10 (Thurs) THE FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB.
Meets the second Thursday of the month, for those
interested in learning about fair trade and the American
system of economics of Hamilton and Clay. 6:30 PM, 1838
Frankfort Ave. For more information, contact John Miller
at papajohn15@bellsouth.net

Mar 10 (Thurs) APPAF (American Palestine Public
Affairs Forum). Every second Thursday. A documentary
film exploring the situation in Middle East will be
presented. 7 PM, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary,
1044 Alta Vista Road, Nelson Hall, Room 119. For more
information, call Bashar Masri, 773-1836.
Mar 12 (Sat) PEAK OIL. Every 2nd Saturday, Main
Library, 4th & York, Mezzanine, Boardroom. 9 AM.
Call George Perkins, 425-6645.

Mar 13 (Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE. Every second Sunday. The
vigil is in remembrance of all those suffering from conflicts
in the Middle East. Bring a candle. 5-6 PM, Bardstown Road
at Douglass Blvd. Sponsored by LPAC (Louisville Peace
Action Community). For more information, call Harold
Trainer at 387-9490.
Mar 15 (Tues) 5TH ANNUAL PEACE ESSAY CONTEST
ENTRY DEADLINE! Sponsored by FOR and Interfaith
Paths to Peace, the contest gives youth an opportunity to
improve their composition skills through writing on one
of three themes of nonviolence. Winners will receive cash
prizes and see their work published in the Courier-Journal.
For more information, visit http://louisville-for.org/ or email
foressaycontest@gmail.com.

Mar 16 (Wed) KITLAC (Kentucky Interfaith Taskforce
on Latin America and the Caribbean). Usually meets
every second Wednesday at Louisville Presbyterian
Seminary. (Note special meeting date this month.)
7:30 PM. For more information, call David Horvath at
479-9262 or Pat Geier at 456-6586.

Mar 17 (Thurs) THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH featuring Father Jim Flynn. Oscar Romero, Archbishop of San
Salvador, was assassinated in El Salvador on March 24,
1980. In 2009, Father Jim, a long-time advocate for those
who are poor and marginalized in Central America, traveled
to El Salvador. During his trip, he visited places made holy
by the sacrifice of Romero and other martyrs, including the
four women religious, the six Jesuits, and Father Rutilio
Grande. He will share a PowerPoint presentation of his trip.
Rudyard Kipling Restaurant, 422 West Oak Street. Buffet
lunch at 11:30 AM; presentation at noon. $6. Sponsored
by the Fellowship of Reconciliation and Interfaith Paths to
Peace. For reservations contact Jean Edwards at 458-8056
or edwardsfor@bellsouth.net or Cathy Ford at 458-1223 or
fordhoff@bellsouth.net.

Mar 17 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER HEALTH
CARE. Every third Thursday, 5:30 PM. Note special
location this month: First Unitarian Church, 809 South
Fourth Street. Call Kay Tillow, 636-1551.
Mar 17 (Thurs) FORsooth LABELING. Presbyterian
Seminary, Administration Building, Room 10. 6:30 PM.
We need volunteers! Many hands make light work, and
the opposite is also true! So please join us if you can.
Call 458-8056 for more information!
Mar 18 (Fri) DEMONSTRATION: Commemorating the
8th Anniversary of the Beginning of the Iraq War. Please
come with signs to the Jefferson County Courthouse, 6th
and Jefferson, 3-6 PM.   For information, call Harold
Trainer 387-9490 or email hatcom1@insightbb.com.
Mar 20 (Sun) LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR
ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN STATES. Every third
Sunday. First Unitarian Church, 4th & York Streets, 3
PM. Call Beverley Marmion, 451-5658.
Mar 26 (Sat) REEL WORLD STRING BAND &
KELTRICITY CONCERT. In celebration of its 50th
anniversary, Thomas Jefferson Unitarian Church is
sponsoring a special night of music with a social justice
theme. Free and open to the public. Seating limited—first
come, first serve. 7:30 PM, doors open at 7 PM. Thomas
Jefferson Unitarian Church, 4936 Brownsboro Road.
For more information, contact Henry at 727-9153 or
hfaustin@bellsouth.net.
Mar 28 (Mon) F.O.R. STEERING COMMITTEE. Presbyterian Seminary, 1044 Alta Vista Road. Every fourth
Monday. Visitors encouraged. For more information,
call Pat Geier at 456-6586 or Peter Fosl at 291-2506.
Mar 29 (Tues) “THE STATE OF FAIR HOUSING
IN LOUISVILLE: IMPEDIMENTS AND
IMPROVEMENTS.” Join us for a brown bag forum
to kick off Fair Housing Month by discussing the findings
of the recent report on the state of housing in our city.
Noon to 1 PM. New Directions Housing Corporation,
1000 East Liberty. For more information, contact the
Metropolitan Housing Coalition at 584-6858.
Apr 2 (Sat) “PLANT FOR THE PLANET” ARBOR
DAY TREE GIVE-AWAY. Volunteers will give away
1,500 tree seedlings from the Kentucky Division of
Forestry to folks who will pledge to plant and care for
them. Species include both understory trees such as
Eastern Redbud, Dogwood and Pawpaw, and canopy
species such as Black Oak, Shellbark Hickory and
Sycamore. 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM, Douglass Community
Center, 2305 Douglass Blvd. For more information,
contact Stephen at 459-1405 or srs@iglou.com.
Apr 2 (Sat) ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY, sponsored
by Church Women United at a new venue -- Hotel
Louisville, Wayside’s new hotel and dining facility,
located at 120 West Broadway. Luncheon buffet, $14
with an assortment of fruit cobblers for dessert. Music by
the Wayside Christian Mission Choir. The speaker will
be either Rev. Tim Moseley or his wife, Nina, founders
of the Mission. For tickets, contact Mary Carver.

Apr 14 (Thurs) FAIR HOUSING MONTH FORUM.
Sponsored by the Metropolitan Housing Coalition, this year’s
forum will feature presentations and a panel discussion about
the fair housing issues facing people with disabilities. 1 PM
to 4 PM, Louisville Free Public Library, 301 York Street.
For more information, call 584-6858.
Apr 18 (Mon) TAX DAY. Do you know where your tax
dollars are going?

OUT OF TOWN

SOA WATCH “DAYS OF ACTION.” April 4-11, 2011.
Washington, D.C. Activities will include a rally at the
White House, a march on the Pentagon, film screenings,
cultural events across the city, and lobbying. Demand
an end to oppressive U.S. foreign policy. For more
information, visit www.soaw.org.
LATIN AMERICA SOLIDARITY CONFERENCE.
April 8-11, 2011. Washington, D.C. Sponsored by
the Latin America Solidarity Coalition. For more
information, visit: www.lasolidarity.or.
UNITED NATIONAL ANTIWAR COMMITTEE-NATIONAL CALL TO ACTION. April 9, 2011.
Demonstrations in San Francisco and New York. For more
information, visit: www.nationalpeaceconference.org.
F.O.R. DELEGATION TO IRAN: May 1-15, 2011. For more
information, call 518-421-4918 or email iran@forusa.org.

Regular Meeting Times for
Area Organizations

911 Truth Louisville (502-609-6020)
ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF
KENTUCKIANA – 2nd Thursday (485-1248)
AIDS INTERFAITH MINISTRIES (AIM) OF
KENTUCKIANA, INC. – 1st Tuesday (574-6085 or 574-6086)
AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB –
4th Tuesday (459-0616)
AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND
STATE – 3rd Thursday, every other month at noon (608-7517)
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL – 1st Saturday (637-8951)
APPAF [American Palestine Public Affairs
Forum] – 2nd Thursday (895-8155)
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – Last Monday (239-4317)
CAPA [Citizens Against Police Abuse] –
2nd Thursday (778-8130)
CART [Coalition for the Advancement of
Regional Transportation] – 3rd Wednesday,
Union Station, TARC Board Room (893-5172)
CLOUT [Citizens of Louisville Organized and
Working Together] – (583-1267)
COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST –
2nd Monday (456-6586)
COMMON CAUSE – Ad hoc discussions. Continuous
engagement. (454-7797)
COMMUNIST PARTY USA – 1st & 3rd Sundays at 2:00 PM
(384-3875)
COMMUNITY FARM ALLIANCE OF JEFFERSON
COUNTY – 2nd Tuesday (775-4041)
CONVERSATION CAFE – Wednesday evenings (560-0085)
COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” –
Second Sunday (893-2334)
EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE – 2nd Saturday (299-9520)
www.LouisvilleEarthSave.org
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community dialogues and
volunteer opportunities (893-0788)
FDR/Lincoln Legacy Club – 1st Thursday,
papajohn15@bellsouth.net
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION –
4th Monday (609-7985 or 291-2506)
FRIENDS FOR HOPE (Support Group for Adult Cancer
Survivors) – 1st Thursday (451-9600)
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE – 2nd Tuesday
(893-8436)
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB –
3rd Tuesday (897-3335)
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – Wednesdays, Thursdays,
Fridays & Saturdays (637-6265)
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE – 1st Tuesday (214-7322)
IRFI [Islamic Research Foundation International,
Inc.] – Sundays at 6:00 PM (502-423-1988)
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (582-5454)
JURISDICTIONARY CLUB OF LOUISVILLE –
Know the law and how to use it (500-8161)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – (345-5386)
KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] –
2nd Monday (589-3188)
KITOD [Kentuckiana Interfaith Taskforce on
Darfur] – (553-6172)
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL
REPRESSION – 3rd Monday (778-8130)
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY –
(541-9998)
KITLAC [KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN] – 2nd Wednesday (479-9262)
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN
STATES – 3rd Sunday (451-5658)
LOUISVILLE PEAK OIL GROUP – 2nd Saturday (425-6645)
LPAC [LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY] –
(456-6914)
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH –
Meditation every Sunday (473-8435)
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights
(893-0788), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY (LIFE) –
4th Sunday (384-3875)
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday
(895-0866 or 899-9261)
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION –
4th Wednesday (584-6858)
MIGHTY KINDNESS – mightykindness@gmail.com
(235-0711)
MUHAMMAD ALI INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND
JUSTICE, at UL (852-6372)
NAACP [National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People] – 3rd Monday (776-7608)
NAMI [National Alliance for the Mentally Ill]
– 2nd Monday (245-5287)
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND
GAYS (P-FLAG) – 3rd Sunday (329-0229)
PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML –
(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)
RCRC [Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice] – (866-606-0988)
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
sierra club inner city outings – 2nd Thursday, 7:30
PM (558-0073)
WOMEN IN TRANSITION (WIT) – every Wednesday,
6-8 PM (636-0160)
Note: If your group would like to be added to this list or if information
needs to be updated, please let us know by calling 458-8056.

