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Workers win pay hike, more from Yum!, boycott ends
by George Morrison
FORsooth editor

The Coalition of Immokalee Workers
won its struggle March 8 with Yum! Brands
of Louisville for better pay and working
conditions, a win that resulted in an end of
a three-year boycott of Taco Bell and turned
a planned rally March 12 outside the
company’s headquarters into a celebration
and a call for broader victories.
CIW members and their backers
gathered on Witherspoon Street in
downtown Louisville outside the
headquarters of the Prebsyterian Church
USA, which had backed the boycott of
Yum!-owned Taco Bell and other efforts
to prompt Yum! to intervene in the cause.
Signs in English and Spanish included
the words: “Un Sueldo Justo!” (just wgaes)
and “our sweat is not for free.”
Speakers and others said Yum!’s agreeing to a penny-per-pound increase in pay and
an improved code of conduct to eliminate
abuse of workers was an important first step,
but that more buyers of tomatoes picked by
workers around Immokalee, Fla. must follow the fast-food corporation’s lead.
“This is just one step in a huge fight,”
CIW member Benjamin Bustillo said as hundreds began gathering under and near a tent.
“What we want to do is get the CIW… (and)
Yum! Brands to get together with other corporations…. Because Yum! Brands is not the
only corporation that has problems.”
Still, Bustillo, speaking through a
translator, said the victory will have an

immediate impact on the lives of many
tomato pickers around Immokalee, who
had not had a pay increase since 1978 and
since then had earned a median income of
$7,500 a year.
“The penny more per pound is going
to about double the salary of the workers,”
he said, adding that the hike will help them
provide for their families.
CIW organizers have said the increase
will boost pay from the previous rate of 40to-45 cents per 32-pouind bucket picked to
72-to-77 cents per bucket
In a news release by the CIW and
Yum! Brands, the company said it would
pay the penny-per-pound increase and take
steps to assure it goes directly to workers
and would “undertake joint efforts with the
CIW on several fronts to improve working
conditions in Florida’s tomato fields.”
The CIW, in the same release, said the
agreement “sets a new standard of social
responsibility for the fast-food industry.”
Yum! Brands said it would investigate
tomato suppliers to “ensure that indentured servitude by suppliers is strictly forbidden, and we will require strict compliance with all existing laws. Finally, we
pledge to aid in efforts at the state level to
seek new laws that better protect all Florida
tomato farm workers.”
The CIW has already uncovered several
slave operations in Florida fields and
prompted the U.S. Justice Dept. to free the
captive workers and prosecute the operators.
YUM! Brands, which had refused to
meet with CIW members early during the
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Marches like this one by a
Louisville Taco Bell led to
victory March 8 for tomato
pickers in Florida, a lifting of
the Taco Bell boycott and calls
for more worker rights.
boycott or even return their first letter (Taco
Bell spokespersons told reporters the company was not involved in a dispute between
workers and growers), embraced the workers’ cause in the joint news release. In it, Taco
Bell president Emil Brolick said: “we are
pleased to lend our support to and work with

the CIW to improve working and pay conditions for farm workers in the Florida tomato
fields…. We recognize that Florida tomato
workers do not enjoy the same rights and
conditions as employees in other industries,
and there is a need for reform.”
(continued on page 6)

Social Security should remain a promise, not a gamble
by Gracie Lewis

— photo by Eddie Davis

Behind the continuing scandal of homelessness ......................... p. 3

Labor’s take on the Immokalee workers’ win ............................ p. 6

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Louisville, KY
Permit No. 962

Peace lovers gather to face draft possibility ................................ p. 5

Fellowship of Reconciliation

Struggles in Mideast, a commemoration here ............................ p. 2

The writer is an activist with REACT, a
group fighting air pollution in West Louisville.

Louisville Chapter
2236 Kaelin Avenue
Louisville, KY 40205-2658

INSIDE

tion. It provides spouses and children with
protection against sudden death or disability
of a mate. It provides the parent who chooses
to stay home to raise the children with protec-

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Any form of privatization would result
in large cuts – not only to older people but
disabled people and survivors who receive
Social Security — and would make the
program too dependent on the stock and
bond markets.
Social Security provides working people
with a secure base for retirement based upon
a lifetime of payment protected against infla-

Call F.O.R. at 502/458-8056

I am urging everyone to “put the brakes
on” the privatization of Social Security.
Social Security isn’t broken and Wall Street
can’t fix it!
Social Security is not going bankrupt
by the year 2042. But, it will if we attempt
the reform President Bush wants. When
President Bush came into office there was
a surplus. Today we are four trillion dollars
in debt.
Social Security is one of the most successful family protection programs in our
country and in the world. According to the
Congressional Budget Office, benefits can
still be paid in full through the year 2042.
The best solution to this problem is to
“scrap the cap.” People who earn $90,000
per year and above should be subject to
Social Security tax, which they currently
are not; income is only taxed for the program
up to that amount. Why should Bill Gates
be asked to pay the same amount of taxes as
the average citizen?

tion upon retirement.
America is a wasteful nation. With
over $200 billion invested in an unjust war
in Iraq, where there were no weapons of
mass destruction found, and with repeated
requests for $100 million more, without an
exit date, we don’t need to be taking any
more risks. Also, let us not forget Enron
and the crooks that should be doing time.
The truth about Social Security
privatization is that the only ones who
would benefit are those on Wall Street. It’s
up to you to save Social Security and honor
the covenant one generation has to another! This is the solid foundation Social
Security has always had. Hands off of
Social Security!

Injustice in West Bank as
concrete as wall by Israel

Gathering May 22 to note
Jim Flynn’s 50-year mark

by George Morrison

Legendary peace and justice activist
Father Jim Flynn, a former Louisvillian
working in Utah, will return to his hometown in May to celebrate the 50th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood.
“I’d like to invite my colleagues in the
FORsooth network to a commemoration
of the event,” he said in an e-mail. “It will
be on Sunday, May 22, 2005, from 3 to 6
p.m. at Masterson’s Restaurant, 3rd and
Avery streets.”
He asked that gifts not be brought, but
that expressions of support instead be made
in the form of contributions to Witness for

FORsooth editor

While mainstream media tout major
breakthroughs toward peace and democracy
in the Middle East, a worker with the
International Solidarity Movement and
other human rights groups in that region
told the Third Thursday Lunch March 17
that neither is progressing, and cited —
literally — concrete evidence.
Sharon Wallace, a sociology instructor
at Jefferson Community College in
Louisville, said the primary image from a
recently-concluded six-month trip to the
West Bank was the wall that Israel is
building, ostensibly to protect itself from
militants and terrorists.
Wallace, distributing a map to make
her case, told the lunch the wall, still under
construction in parts, will cut off
Palestinians from cultivated land and other
resources and further entrench Israel’s
many illegal settlements in the occupied
West Bank.
“The wall is not about security,” Wallace
told a nearly overflow crowd. “It’s about
confiscating land… (and) water resources
and maintaining the illegal settlements.”
Wallace, whose audience included
family members with long histories of activism locally and internationally (among
them, her father Henry Wallace), said many
Palestinian farmers had been unable to
harvest‘ their crucial olive crops for two
years until the ISM presence prompted
Israeli authorities to lessen controls on
their lives.
That and other small victories of nonviolent activism – including the persuading
of Israel to slightly re-route the wall in one
area to be less harmful to Palestinians —
allowed Wallace to be upbeat for part of
her talk. For example, she said Palestinian
activists and ISM backers used nonviolence
to prompt Israeli settlers to stop killing
sheep and to return houses and land they
had taken from Palestinians near a village
south of Hebron.
Still, Wallace said: “I feel a lot of
despair after coming back.”
She criticized international media for
playing up the violence on the Palestinian
side, saying media “are not interested in
non-violent direct action.”
Noting many large demonstrations that
were overwhelmingly peaceful, Wallace said:
“If an eight-year-old picks up a stone and
throws it… it comes out ‘Israeli soldiers
respond to violent youth throwing stones.’ ”

Peace for a “Fund for WFP Delegates.”
Father Flynn, who moved form Louisville to Colorado in 1999, has worked
extensively with WFP on many trips to
Latin America, speaking tours in the U.S.
and stories in FORsooth, all to back peace
and social reforms.
He is a former pastor of St. William
Church in West Louisville, where he led
efforts to help refugees from oppression
and violence in Central America. In the
1960s, he helped open segregated neighborhoods in Louisville to minorities by
participating in opening housing marches.
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Sharon Wallace
She also took issue with the overall
media conclusion that the Bush wars against
Iraq and Afghanistan have unleashed
democracy in the region.
“The march toward democracy is
drowned out by the screams of those being
tortured and the children being napalmed,”
Wallace said. “The march toward democracy as we see it is nothing more than a
march toward more militarism by the U.S.”
Nothing that the Bush administration
is demanding that Syria withdraw its 14,000
troops from Lebanon, she asked why the
president then is allowed to keep hundreds
of thousands of soldiers in the region.
“Why doesn’t anybody call him on
this?” Wallace asked. “It’s mind boggling.
Is it that people don’t care or they are
ignorant? Maybe just brainwashed.”

“Once you’re in Congress, people get in line to give you money,
and it’s a lot easier to do TV ads and cable shows than to
knock on doors.” Joe Scarborough, former member of Congress.

Just one reason why we need free TV time for candidates
Join THE ALLIANCE FOR BETTER CAMPAIGNS
www.ourairwaves.org

Paid advertisement

If Money is Speech, Speech is not Free
That’s common sense
Support Common Cause/Kentucky
www.commoncause.org

Andy Loving, an advisor in socially
responsive investments, will talk at the
April 21 Third Thursday Lunch about fair
trade coffee companies, microcredit
groups, community development banks and
credit unions in many nations. Reservations
for the $6 lunch are required by April 19.
Call Polly Johnson at (502) 473-8435 or
Jean Edwards at (502) 458-8056.
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90 Years on Peace Frontiers
Since 1915, the Fellowship of Reconciliation in the United States has led
campaigns to obtain legal rights for conscientious objectors, win civil rights for all
Americans, end the Vietnam War, oppose U.S. intervention in the Third World,
and reverse the superpowers’ arms race. An interfaith pacifist organization, the
FOR has members from many religious and ethnic traditions. It is part of the
International Fellowship of Reconciliation, with affiliates in 40 countries.
In the development of its program FOR depends upon persons who seek to
apply these principles to every area of life. If you are not already a member, we
invite you to join us in this endeavor. Membership consists of signing the Statement
of Purpose, indicating that you agree with FOR goals. To receive more information,
please call 458-8056.
Co-chairs:
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Homeless
problem
worsening,
report says
by Ike M. Thacker IV
and Eustace Durrett
Homelessness is one of the very most
serious problems blighting our city and our
nation (on any given night at least 800,000
people in the U.S., including at least 2,100
in Louisville, have no place to call home!).
We reported in a previous issue of
FORsooth that an absolute explosion in
the local foreclosure rate — it has increased by a factor of almost five just in
the past seven years — is contributing
mightily to this situation.
The same report that highlighted the
foreclosure problem, the Metropolitan
Housing Coalition’s (MHC) 2004 State of
Metropolitan Housing Report, called
“Homeownership at Risk,” also reported
on eight other important measures of local
housing conditions.
Measure 1 was concentration of
housing subsidies. The basic finding here,
which the MHC believes is a bad thing,
was that public housing and Section 8
vouchers continue to be concentrated in
the inner city: a majority of Metro Council
districts have no public housing units at all,
and even Section 8 units are concentrated
in only seven of those districts. As a result,
said the MHC, “Nearly 47 percent of all
Public Housing and Section 8 units would
have to be relocated to other districts or
counties to be distributed in proportion to
the population.”
That is the same percentage as in last
year’s Report (which, by the way, was the
MHC’s first).
The MHC also found, in Measure 2,
that housing in the Louisville Metropolitan
Statistical Area (MSA) is far too segregated
by race and by income. Concentrations of
poverty such as exist in nine Metro Council
districts hurt not only individual families
but also aggregate asset building and the
vitality of downtown. Thankfully, poverty
became somewhat less concentrated from
2002 to 2003; but segregation by race
remained the rule. Perhaps the most
unfortunate fact in the whole report was
brought to light in this section: the number
of people living in poverty in Jefferson
County increased by 13,311 to 97,425, or
14.2 percent of the population, between
2000 and 2003. ‘Nuff said.
It stands to reason that with poverty on
the rise, the number of renters with
excessive cost burden (Measure 3) would
go up as well, and it has — even more
rapidly than poverty did.
Specifically, the percentage of renters
who paid more than 30 percent of their
income in gross rent (rent and utilities)
went from 36.2 percent in 2000 to 42.3
percent three years later. This is how HUD
defines a low-income household as having
an “excessive” cost burden.
Obviously,
then,
Louisville
desperately needs more affordable housing.
This is especially true since MHC believes
that we may be pushing too many lowincome people into homeownership (this,
they say, MAY be behind the increase in
foreclosures). Thus, the production and
rehab of affordable rental housing becomes
critical — this is Measure 4. But
unfortunately the number of households
on Section 8 or in public housing is simply
not increasing substantially; in fact, 714
units are being demolished in Clarksdale!
A somewhat cheerier picture is drawn
in Measure 5, homeownership rate. The
overall rate in the Louisville MSA was
68.6 percent in 2000, versus 67.6 percent
in 1990; a statistically insignificant decrease
had happened by 2003. But, while the
ownership rate for whites in the MSA from
1990 to 2000 increased from 69 to 71
percent, for blacks it fell from 42 to 40
percent —despite the overall national trend
of increased homeownership among all
(continued on page 4)
April 2005

Ending the Israeli Occupation
of Palestine IS an American Issue
Call upon the U.S. to be a friend
to both Israelis and Palestinians
at the VIGIL
12 Noon – 1:00 PM each Friday
Corner of 6th Street & Broadway
Louisville, Kentucky
Louisville Committee for Israeli/Palestinian States (502.451.5658)
www.louisvillepeace.org/twostates.html
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR)/Louisville Chapter (502.458.8056)
www.louisville-for.org
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC)/Kentucky Chapter (502.893.9828)
www.adckentucky.com

INTERFAITH PEACE-BUILDERS
Delegations to Israel & Palestine in 2005
As part of FOR’s mission, its Interfaith Peace-Builders program sends delegations of U.S. citizens to
Israel and Palestine so that U.S. citizens can see the conflict with their own eyes. Participants have the
opportunity to learn directly from Israeli and Palestinian nonviolent peace/human-rights activists, to spend time
in Palestinian and Israeli homes, and to experience the situation of Palestinians living under military occupation.
FOR is committed to nonviolence with an interfaith perspective. As part of this mission, Interfaith PeaceBuilders invites people committed to nonviolence from any or no faith traditions to join in our work
Interfaith Peace-Builders places a strong emphasis on continuing work when participants return to the U.S.
The program asks for a commitment from participants to educate people in their communities about the conflict,
to write and speak about their experiences, to join with FOR and other local and national organizations
working to end the conflict, and to work to change U.S. policy in the region.
JOIN us in 2005!

May 21- June 4
This delegation will be led by Ilise Cohen. Ilise, who is originally from Atlanta, Georgia has been a Middle East
peace activist for last 14 years and is a PhD student in Anthropology focused on Middle East issues of equity and
justice. She has led previous delegations to Israel, Palestine and the Middle East over the last few years and lived
in Israel for two years working with Palestinians and Jews. She has strong Sephardic Jewish roots with family
from Turkey, the Isle of Rhodes and Cuba. She is a National Council member of the Fellowship of
Reconciliation.. She has produced an educational video and companion called Silenced Voices;
Speaking for a Palestinian Israeli Peace.

July 30-August 13
This delegation with be led by Scott Kennedy. Scott has served as Chair of the FOR Middle East Task Force
and the chair of the National Council of FOR. He is a co-founder and staff member of the Resource Center
for Nonviolence in Santa Cruz, CA. He has traveled to the Middle East more than 30 times and led
more than a dozen delegations, dating back to 1968 and as recently as 2004.

Early November
Leader and Dates TBA

Previously as part of this series of delegations: March 5 – 19th
This delegation was led by Lynn Gottlieb, the rabbi of Congregation Nahalat Shalom in Albuquerque.
She had led two previous Interfaith Peace-Builders delegations and is the coordinator of the Muslim-Jewish
PeaceWalk which is supported by the Fellowship of Reconciliation. This delegation, while maintaining
our focus on learning about the conflict, also was focused on artists and how art is being used
to respond to the violence, and as a catalyst for peace.
Learn more about us on our website: www.forusa.org/programs/ipb/
And please feel free to contact us at 202.244.6396 or middleeast@forusa.org
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Despite close arctic loss, calls needed on environment
Editor’s note: This piece was written before
the U.S. Senate voted 51-49 March 16 to
open the arctic refuge referred to below for
oil and gas exploration. We decided to run
it as written because the overall need for
backing the environment in calls and emails to congress is still great.

by Sister Rose Marie Cummins
Today’s column will list several ways
you can act on behalf of the earth and the
environment, both nationally and locally.
After all, an Earth Alert column ought to do
so from time to time.
The first alert in this column concerns
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. As
some of you may remember, Congress has
tried more than a few times before to open
up the Refuge to oil and gas exploration.
Our country’s continued heavy reliance
on fossil fuels only makes global warming
worse. Research by over 300 scientists in the
Arctic Council points to the fact that the
region has warmed twice as fast as the rest of
the world over the past 50 years. Snow cover
has diminished and indigenous hunters are
falling through the ice. The problems exacerbated by fossil fuel dependence not only
undermine the lives of traditional Arctic
peoples, but also speed up sea-level rise,
threatening the lives of coastal communities
in Florida and elsewhere.

Watch for information in the news
about the push for oil and gas exploration
in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
Ask the President and Congress to protect
the refuge from damaging oil drilling. Go
to www.environmentaldefense.org/action
for more information. Also watch out for
the McCain-Lieberman Climate Stewardship Act. This bill will work toward cutting
heat-trapping emissions.
The second alert has to do with the
Clean Air Act. Be aware that such efforts
as the Clear Skies initiative are potentially
damaging to the environment. The name of
this bill can be deceiving. This initiative
would postpone deadlines for meeting
standards for health for harmful air
pollutants. In addition, it would exempt
hundreds of aging power plants from
cleaning up as they expand. This bill will
be introduced by Senator James Inhofe of
Oklahoma. Let your representatives in
Congress know that the Clean Skies
Initiative will not make for good air quality.
You can learn more about this by going to
the same website listed above.
Some local bills need your support also.
House Bill 611 needs our protection. This bill
works to make sure that county funds are
reaching tobacco farmers and makes a difference in communities hard hit by changes that
the end of the tobacco program will bring.

Homeless
problem
(continued from page 3)
racial categories. And the steepest declines
in homeownership rates occurred precisely
in the areas worst-off economically,
meaning that like the 1990s “boom”
generally, the “good” times did not reach
down to the lower socioeconomic strata.
Another basically positive result is
reported in Measure 6, affordability of
home ownership. Here, the MHC statistically creates an index, called the FirstTime Home Buyer Affordability Index,
where the lower the index, the less affordable homes are to first-time buyers. In this
index, 100 is the level at which “a family at
about 70 percent of median income cannot
afford a home priced at 85 percent of the
median for all houses sold,” the report said.
This index has increased steadily and
significantly, rising from 82 in 2000 to 101 in
2001, to 110 in 2002 and finally 116 in 2003.
The next-to-last measure of
metropolitan housing conditions, Measure
8 (No. 7 was foreclosures, discussed in our
previous article, February 2005), is the
numbers of homeless. These numbers
stubbornly refused to dwindle even in the
boom, such as it was, of the 1990’s — and
have continued to increase since then. The
number in 2003 was 11,032; this was a six
percent increase over 2002. This situation
simply cannot be allowed to persist.
And it doesn’t have to be! The most
significant source of Federal funds for
housing is HUD’s Community
Development Block Grants (CDBG’s), of
which Louisville Metro got some $14.5
million in 2003. But absolutely none of
these monies were spent on homeless
support, even though the city is required to
use them to aid low- and moderate-income
persons, and almost $5 million of the funds
were not spent at all! With 11,000 and
more homeless persons in the city, this is
almost criminal.
Louisville should not rest until all its
citizens have a home that is affordable, not
part of a “project” or segregated area, and
livable. In a society as rich as ours, this
would seem to be eminently possible; thus
must we make it actual.
Ike M. Thacker IV has taught history
and computer science at the university
level. Eustace Durrett is an advocate for
economic equality and rail transit. Both
live in Louisville.
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For more information on this bill and what
you can do, contact Community Farm Alliance at cfarma@bellsouth.net in Lexington
or cassia.herron@insightbb.com in Louisville. You can also call the Community Farm
Alliance at (502)775-4041.
Another effort which merits our attention is by residents of Rubbertown in Louisville who are trying to prompt industries
to clean up pollution caused by emissions.
There are 18 toxic chemicals proven to
exceed the health risk goal and 20 additional toxic chemicals that may exceed that
goal. It would be helpful to contact Mayor
Jerry Abramson (mayor@loukymetro.org)
and the Air Pollution Control District

(jonathon.trout@loukymetro.org) to thank
them for their leadership in proposing the
STAR (Strategic Toxic Air Reduction)
program to help keep Louisville residents
healthy. The air that is polluted in Louisville is air polluted for all of us.
These are only a few of the areas that
need our attention and call for action on
behalf of the environment. Protection of
our environment depends on us. Act when
and where you can.
The writer is the director of the
Dominican Earth Center of the Dominican
Sisters of St. Catharine, Ky. Contact her at
(859) 336-7778 or earthcenter@kyol.net.

JOIN US FOR SILENCE OVER THUNDER
Meditation and reflections on the meaning of weaponry/warplanes over our city
will begin at 3:30 pm on Saturday, April 23, at Memorial Park, 4th and Ky Streets. Join
representatives of Louisville’s faith communities and peace and justice organizations
calling for an end to the military presence in Thunder Over Louisville.
We will march with signs around downtown, stopping at churches to share more
reflections from those congregations. The march will end at 4:30 at the Episcopal
Cathedral, 421 S. Second St, after which there will be leafleting to people walking in to
attend the Thunder event. For more information, call Christopher Harmer, 584-6052.

Interfaith Paths to Peace and
Cultivating Connections present

Matthew Fox:
A Heart to Heart Talk with the Universe
3 Days of Celebration, Exploration, and Dialogue
April 14-16, 2005
The activities will include:
1. Thursday, April 14, 7:30 p.m., Bellarmine University, Frazier Hall. A presentation by Fox on his best-selling
book, One River, Many Wells, an exploration of the wealth of wisdom in the world’s many religious traditions.
His talk will be followed by an on-stage discussion with several local religious leaders. Tickets $10 or $5
for seniors and students.
2. Friday, April 15, 8 p.m. First Unitarian Church, Louisville. A Cosmic Celebration. Our Cosmic Celebration
is an opportunity to dance and celebrate with a spiritual focus, as we come together in community to
honor the sacredness of all creation. Free and open to the public. Donations welcomed.
3. Saturday, April 16, 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Gardencourt. A
Daylong Celebration of Creativity. Featuring Matthew Fox, Louisville’s own Harry Pickens and a number of
other local artists, dancers and musicians. Tickets $40 or $20 for seniors and students. Scholarships available.
NOTE: participation limited to the first 200 persons to register.

About Matthew Fox
Matthew is the founder and president of the University of Creation Spirituality (UCS). He is the author of 24
books, including the best selling Original Blessing; A Spirituality Named Compassion; Breakthrough:
Meister Eckhart’s Creation Spirituality in New Translation; Natural Grace (with scientist Rupert Sheldrake),
and One River, Many Wells. His most recent book is called Creativity: Where the Divine and the Human Meet.

Major Sponsors
The Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary
The Thomas Merton Center, Bellarmine University
First Unitarian Church of Louisville

Additional Sponsors
Carmichaels Booksellers
The Center for Faith and Action
CrossRoads Ministry
Heine Bros. Coffee
Pax Christi Louisville
Rainbow Blossom Healthfood Stores
St. Francis High School, Sacred Space Committee
St. William Church
Thomas Jefferson Unitarian Universalist Church
Unity of Louisville
Tickets available at Carmichaels Booksellers and the Thomas Merton Center at Bellarmine University.
For ticket information or further details please call (502) 214-7322 or visit www.interfaithpathstopeace.org.
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As wars rage, draft considered, activists gather at FOR
by Dennis Bricking
Draft counselors and peace activists
from across the country gathered at the
U.S. FOR headquarters in Nyack, N.Y.
Feb. 18 to share information and talk
together about the military and ways to
oppose the war in Iraq and Afghanistan. In
particular, we sought to develop our
strategies for effectively counseling young
men should they be faced with a draft
program later this year.
After a warm welcome from Pat Clark,
the FOR executive director, and Ibrahim
Ramey, we were introduced to George
Houser, a Conscientious Objector during
World War II, as was our own George
Edwards. Houser was also an early civil
rights leader and a leader in the Congress
for Racial Equality (CORE) and the American Committee on Africa, which lent support to the African National Congress.
He also organized strong opposition
to Apartheid in the U.S. His talk was inspirational and set the tone for our conference.
Later in the program, we viewed a
video titled “The Good War and Those
Who Refused to Fight It.” While millions
of American soldiers fought in WWII, some
40,000 Americans refused to shoulder
weapons because their consciences
would not allow them to kill another
human being. Men like George
Houser faced widespread criticism
and scorn, and challenged the limits
of democracy in wartime and later
participated in social movements that
transformed America.
A panel consisting of national draft
and military counseling leaders addressed us with an overview covering:

• How can youth leadership be supported
and engaged?
• What allies in Third World communities
(Latino, Asian-American, African
American) could be engaged?
• How can we intensify support for military
resisters and their families/communities?
We also spent important time in Manhattan at Riverside Church. There, our leaders joined in a public forum on “Faith and
Resistance to War.” Church members were
happy to see us and some said it was about
time our people stepped forward in public
opposition to this immoral, outrageous war
before we totally destroyed Iraq and many
of our own military personnel.
On our last day together, we held a
commemoration on the 40th anniversary of
the death of Malcom X, led by Ibrahim
Ramey, with follow up discussions of Islam
and resistance to war.
The weekend was full of energy, hope
and commitment to stay together and not to
ever walk away from these life, death and
conscience issues. A project was developed
and called the “I Will Not Kill Campaign.”
A working group developed a longrange plan, web site, and links to other

— photo courtesy Dennis Bricking

From left, Peggy Kidwell, Dennis Bricking and FOR executive
director Pat Clark pause at the U.S. FOR headquarters in Nyack,
N.Y. while planning strategy in February.
resources. Special emphasis was placed on
how to reach young people with the message
“killing as an ideology is wrong.”
The campaign’s goals and objectives were:

• Raise awareness of resistance to the war.
• Make a C.O. a hero.
(continued on page 6)

• What is the current state of anticonscription and Conscientious
Objector issues?
• What is the political and geopolitical climate that faces our
movement?
• What are our “fundamental
problems and essential tasks?”
These discussions were followed
by a Youth Panel which focused on
how young people, those draft eligible and otherwise, will oppose the
Iraq War, and how can we support
them. These essential questions were
presented: What do we need to support their work? What added information should be developed in our
resource packets for local groups?
Peer counseling on Conscientious
Objection issues seemed to be one of
our strong priorities.
The Nyack Declaration of Conscience and Courage was one document developed. It can be linked to
from the FOR web site,
www.forusa.org.
A second video titled “Blood
Makes the Grass Grow” was also
presented. There was so much to
learn, remember and to carry back
home. The focus here was on the first
Gulf War and the fact that 2,500 U.S.
military personnel sought C.O. status during that war.
A third film, “The Friendship
Village” is an award-winning film
about an international group of veterans who built a village in Vietnam
for children with tragic health problems associated with the toxic herbicide sprayed by the U.S. during the
Vietnam War. People and governments from around the world send
financial support. No support comes
from our government, however, even
though we dropped the bombs that
caused these horrific health problems in these Vietnamese children.
After seeing these tragic and
heroic films, we began to look to
how to map resistance to war. The
focus was as follows:
• How can we plan a campaign to
oppose legislation for a new draft?
• How can faith communities engage
in supporting resistance?
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Great farm workers win speaks to long struggle ahead
People from all over the country were to
have demonstrated here, in Louisville, March
12, in front of the headquarters of Yum! Brands,
parent of Taco Bell. People still came in droves,
but met instead in a gigantic tent set up on the
grounds of the national headquarters of the
Presbyterian Church USA.
Why the change? The Coalition of
Immokalee Workers (CIW) won the Taco Bell
Boycott! These brave and steadfast tomato pickers, mostly Latinos and Haitians, forced Taco
Bell (6,500 restaurants) to sign an agreement.
Although this is a major victory, it also
speaks to the long struggle ahead. Even with
the increase in pay, the first since the late
1970’s, the new paycheck will not bring these
toilers above the poverty line (note: it took the
last three years to get a raise of one penny per
pound of tomatoes picked.
Why did Yum! cave in? Yum! did not like
the national Taco Bell boycott, most effective
on campuses. Yum’s Kentucky Fried Chicken
division was unraveling: several years ago it
felt compelled to change its name to “KFC” to
move away from the artery-clogging fried grease
association. Then, PETA (People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals) videotaped KFC
suppliers beating chickens to death.
CIW has aided in the prosecution of five
slavery operations by the Department of Justice
and the liberation of over 1,000 workers. That’s
right, slavery operations.
Former President Jimmy Carter’s Carter
Center got involved in the Taco Bell
negotiations, and Yum! saw the public relations
handwriting on the wall.
So, Yum!, whose stock price rose each of
the last three years, despite the boycott, was
running scared. Jonathan Blum, senior vice
president, Yum! Brands, took the high road:
“We have already added language to our
Supplier Code of Conduct to ensure that
indentured servitude by suppliers is strictly
forbidden, and we will require strict compliance
with all existing laws. Finally, we pledge to aid
in efforts at the state level to seek new laws that
better protect all Florida tomato farmworkers,”
Knowing about indentured servitude and
doing nothing about it all these years may not
exactly be the high road. But that’s because
government allowed these practices.
There is still no federal legislation
protecting agricultural workers. They were
exempted from the National Labor Relations
Act of 1935. California, where the United
Farmworkers Union (UFW) is based, has a
state law for farm workers.

There are different organizing models that,
surely, will be analyzed so as to determine
future strategy and tactics—CIW, Farm Labor
Organizing Committee (FLOC), etc. But for
the present, victory is sweet.
Rigoberta Menchu is the Quiche Indian
(Guatemalan) woman who won the Nobel Peace
prize, and who has yearned for a pan-Mayan
identity. She may well have envisioned this
magnificent victory of the Immokalee workers
when she wrote:
So we are able to perceive the courage and
suffering of those who are, in the final analysis,
/the silenced majority/that some day will decide/
which small piece of the sky/belongs to them.
There are not just problems in Immokalee.
The AP noted, March 4: “(The Bureau of Labor
Statistics reports) America’s employers added a
sizable 262,000 jobs in February — the most in
four months. The new hiring, however, wasn’t
sufficiently brisk to accommodate a wave of job
seekers, and the overall unemployment rate rose
to 5.4 percent.” In January it was 5.2 percent.
Amid this rising unemployment rate, the
AFL-CIO Executive Council met February 28March 3. Much attention was paid to keeping the
Republicans from emasculating Social Security.
But what most concerned this meeting
was the continuing loss of union membership,
the fact that the unorganized workforce, with
some exceptions, continues to be unorganized.
The Teamsters union put forward a
proposal to place fifty percent of affiliate
contributions into organizing the unorganized.
Though it was backed by other unions—SEIU,
UNITE-HERE, UFCW and the Laborers
International Union (and, at the last minute, the
United Auto Workers), it was defeated by a
vote of fifteen to seven.
James P. Hoffa, Teamsters president, said:
“The current debate is not about dollars. It is
about a vision of the future of the American

Activists gather
• Show how resisters are patriotic.
• Raise consciousness about the impact
and effects of the war on our people and
our federal budget.
• Resist the culture of death and work for
a culture of life.
• US imperialism.
• Raise awareness and opposition to a
new draft.
• Dismantling the selective service system.

Yum! boycott
CIW leader Lucas Benitez said in another release: “This sends a clear challenge
to other industry leaders…. Systemic
change to ensure human rights for farm
workers is long overdue. Taco Bell has
now taken an important leadership role by
securing the penny per pound pass-through
from its tomato suppliers, and by the other
efforts it has committed to undertake to
help win equal rights for farm workers.”
Many who did not attend the rally sent
written statements, including a real and a
fictional president.
President Jimmy Carter, whose Carter
Center assisted in negotiations between the
CIW and Yum!, said: “I commend the Coalition of Immokalee Workers for their principled leadership in this very important campaign. I am pleased Taco Bell has taken a
leadership role to help reform working conditions for Florida farm workers and has
committed to use its power to effect positive
human rights change. I now call on others in
the industry to follow Taco Bell’s lead to help
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The writer is a member of the FOR
steering committee, as is Peggy Kidwell,
who also attended the gathering. More
detailed information, as well as a link to
the films described in the story can be
found by contacting Bill Galvin of the
Center on Conscience and War,
bill@misbco.org (202-483-2220) or
Ibrahim Ramey at FOR in Nyack
at.disarm@forusa.org (845-358-4601).
The source for “The Good War and
Those Who Refused to Fight It,” is Judith
Ehrlich Bertoni. (510-843-0789). e-mail:
jie@paradigmproductions.org.

(continued from page 1)
the tomato farm workers.”
Actor Martin Sheen, who cancelled a
planned appearance at the celebration
because of a schedule conflict involving
filming of the television series West Wing,
in which he plays a president, said: “I am
terribly sorry and disappointed that I could
not join you today. And while the agreement
with Yum! Brands is cause for hope and
celebration it is in reality only the first
positive step on the long road towards
justice for Florida’s farm workers whose
struggle invokes the sprit of Cesar Chavez.”
David Horvath, a Louisville activist
with the Kentucky Interfaith Task Force on
Latin American and the Caribbean, said
the prevalence of the word “victory” on
signs at the celebration summed up the
mood, although he, too, was aware of the
long struggle to come.
“It’s just such a welcome and wonderful thing that I could see a sign that
says ‘victory,’ “ Horvath said. “This is a
huge beginning.”

labor movement.” It remains unlikely to this
writer that Andy Stern (president of SEIU) will
make good on his past threat to pull his union
out of the AFL-CIO if they didn’t show more
seriousness in organizing workers.
Unfortunately, none of the reform
proposals deals with the racial divide in the
AFL-CIO. William Lucy, president of the
Coalition of Black Trade Unionists (CBTU)
commented that of the ten largest unions which
comprise the Executive Committee, “no Black
that I’m aware of, or woman that I’m aware of,
heads up a union of that size…. How does our
voice get in that decision making process?”
Blacks, Latinos and other minorities comprise
almost three out of five unionized workers.
AFL-CIO General Counsel Jon Hiatt
reported on the NLRB (National Labor
Relations Board) handing down over forty
rulings reversing labor protections held sacred
over the years. So, even if the Coalition of
Immokalee Workers had been covered by the
National Labor Relations Act (NLRA), the
justice of their cause might not have been

review the circumstances surrounding’ the Jan.
6 agreement, which The New York Times revealed Feb. 12. Although the settlement grew
out of child labor investigations, the deal covers all violations of federal wage-and-hour law,
not only child labor provisions. Miller had
asked the inspector general for an investigation.
“The deal was part of a settlement in
which Wal-Mart agreed to pay $135,540 for
child labor violations involving young workers’ use of dangerous equipment. Most of the
violations involved children younger than 18
operating heavy machinery, including cardboard balers and chain saws. In one case, a
minor hurt his thumb while cutting Christmas
trees with a chain saw.” Is this how Wal-Mart’s
profits last year were a record-breaking $10
billion?
Wal-Mart, by the way, donated $2.1 million
to candidates and campaigns in the 2004 election
cycle, with 80 percent going to Republicans,
according to the Center for Responsive Politics.
Wal-Mart is not the only inflictor of pain.

Former President Jimmy Carter’s Carter Center got
involved in the Taco Bell negotiations, and Yum! saw the
public relations handwriting on the wall.
upheld by the NLRA.
McKenzie Mattingly, a white undercover LouisIn last month’s column we described the
ville policeman, shot to death unarmed Michael
new terrain in telecommunications, moving
Newby, a nineteen year old African American, in
first from monopoly to some competition—
a drug bust-gone-bad in January 2004. Police
and now to control by just a few behemoths
chief Robert White fired Mr. Mattingly. On March
(oligopoly). The U.S. House of Representatives,
15 a “deal” restored Mr. Mattingly to the force just
on March 2, after last month’s column was put
long enough for him to get $59,500 in back pay,
to bed, held a hearing on this.
and he agreed never to practice law enforcement
There were two panels testifying. The first
in Louisville again. Mr. Newby’s family has
panel had the chairs and CEOs of the merging
refused to drop its wrongful-death lawsuit.
companies rhapsodizing on the benevolence of
Forty years ago, on March 7, 1965
their efforts.
nightstick-swinging Alabama state troopers
The tone was set by, for example, Fred
broke up a peaceful civil rights voting march in
Upton, multi-term Republican from Michigan:
the city of Selma. Many events were held in
“The mergers…represent a natural and healthy
Selma and environs last month to commemorate
progression in the marketplace…
this event, to honor those beaten on the march,
“I consider these mergers a necessary tuneto respect those murdered in the wake of a
up for the telecommunications industry,
subsequent march, and to celebrate the eventual
ensuring that the country’s economic engine is
voting rights and other victories. May the lesson
geared up to compete globally. As goes the tech
of that event, a united front against fascism
sector—so goes the economy.”
(and that is not too strong a term for forty years
The second panel had four advocates or
ago in Selma) be learned and applied today.
objective observers. The only one of these with
An old song cries out: “They say that
any moxie was Dr. Mark Cooper of the Confreedom is a constant struggle.” As we bask in
sumer Federation of America: “The recent wave
the sweet warmth of the Immokalee triumph,
of proposed mergers in the telecommunicawe must also look at President George Bush’s
tions industry mark the ultimate demise of the
proposal to open over 90 percent of Wyoming’s
era in which consumers could expect more and
wildlands to large-scale oil and gas drilling.
more choices and lower prices for local, long
The indigenous people of Mexico, Central
distance, wireless, and new Internet-based serAmerica and Haiti who came to Immokalee,
vices exploding on the market.
Florida to sell their labor power are opposing the
“…the drumbeat of consolidation and illcorporate tomato growers who back the same
conceived regulatory policies have already
administration that seeks to destroy the ancestral
undermined consumers’ greatest hopes for onlands of the Shoshone and Ute peoples out West.
going and expanding competition. If not rePete Seeger sang about the war-makers,
jected or dramatically altered, these mergers
and we also sing about their fellow-destroyers:
could set the marketplace back to a world more
“When will they ever learn, oh when will they
akin to monopoly than competition.
ever learn?”
One of the CEOs (Mr. White), when asked
about layoffs, provided double-talk. So, dear
Contact Ira Grupper at irag@iglou.com.
readers, resign yourselves to a
duopoly or triopoly, because of
the economy of the wire.
Speaking of bloodsuckers,
FINANCIAL REPORT
the AFL-CIO website reports:
February 2005
“The U.S. Department of Labor’s
inspector general announced on
BEGINNING BALANCE ..................$ 9,838.63
Feb. 18 his office would investigate the department’s agreement
Contributions ....................................... 920.00
to give Wal-Mart 15 days advance
TOTAL .................................................. $10,758,63
notice to investigate and fix complaints of all federal wage-andEXPENDITURES:
hour law violations before any
FORsooth Editing ............. $150.00
department investigation.
FORsooth Layout ............. 100.00
“In a letter to Rep. George
FORsooth Printing ........... 280.20
Miller (D-Calif.), Inspector GenFORsooth Mailing ............ 212.00
eral Gordon Heddell agreed ‘to

AFSC folders ..................... 100.00
FOR National Dues ........... 75.00
Donation to LPAC .............. 500.00
Office Expenses ................. 136.51
$1,553.71
1,553.71
ENDING BALANCE .............................. $9,204.92
Please make your check
payable to the Fellowship
of Reconciliation. Your
gift is tax deductible.

PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO:
Tim Scheldorf, Treasurer
Fellowship of Reconciliation
2917 Beaumont Road
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APRIL 15 AGAIN!
SHALL WE REFUSE
TO PAY?
Since about 1980, Jean and I have attempted
to deal with the guilt we feel when April 15 rolls
around. Our pain is expressed in that pointed
question: “Why pray for peace and pay for war?”
We have often pondered the saying of Jesus
found in all three gospels (Mark 12:13-17, Matthew
22:15-22, Luke 2:20-26) that ends with these words:
“Give to the emperor the things that are the
emperor’s and to God the things that are God’s.
What we derive from this passage is a sense of
conflict between civil authority and the ultimacy
of God as revealed in human conscience.
Our twenty-five year battle with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) entered a new phase this
year when we received a pamphlet from the IRS titled Appeals. We mused, “Maybe the IRS is finally
willing to listen to our side of this contradiction in praying and paying.” In fact, however, we
discovered in the small print that “Appeals will consider any reason for disagreeing except for moral,
religious, political, constitutional, conscientious objection, or similar grounds.” (emphasis added)
Despite this rather large exception, and realizing our appeal was not a judicial procedure but an
invitation to talk with the IRS, “a forum for us to work together to resolve the tax dispute” was
arranged for Friday, March 18, when we had an hour long telephone conversation with Mr. David
Craig who called from the IRS office in Lexington.
Mr. Craig was very courteous, testing my own less courteous disposition. I cited to him an historical
example when the British Parliament called in the Westminster Parliament to settle the severe rift existing
at that time between the throne and the militant Scot Presbyterians. From this Westminster Confession (ch.
22, Section 2) we cited the 1647 resolution that “God alone is Lord of the conscience.”
We went on to inform him (with proper courtesy and respect) that the Iraq war had been declared
unjust by our denomination and that our consciences were not in accord with the demands of IRS to
help pay for that war. We claimed once again that we are not anarchists but we feel compelled by
conscience to pay only one half of our tax assessment (the approximate amount of the budget that is
designated for the military).
We cited quite a few additional objections such as the multibillion dollar failed
program for the missile defense system now
being promoted again by President Bush. It
failed in December, 2002, again in December 2004, and again in February 2005. The
last two tests cost $85 million each.
Finally, we emphasized that the
World Council of Churches, to which our
denomination subscribes, condemned
even the building of nuclear weapons
(Vancouver meeting, 1983).
Mr. Craig seemed to be moved by the
reasoning we offered but stated that he was
still compelled to collect the total amount due
for the years 2001, 2002, and 2003. He agreed
to send us a detailed listing of what we owe
before he moves to levy our bank account.
Many times the argument has been
presented to us that the IRS always wins,
and that we actually pay more when the
interest and penalties are added on. This is
true. Nevertheless we still cannot bring ourselves to write that check. Comments from
our readers will be welcomed. Jean and
George Edwards, 1-502-458-8056.
edwardsfor@bellsouth.net
WWW.PEACETAXFUND.ORG
(1.888.PEACETAX)

over the killing of Luis Eduardo Guerra, the strong leader of the community. He and Erik ReinhartVidal had become close friends and had worked together on various projects including the building
of the “FOR House.”
Why did this massacre take place? An answer is found in the FOR Statement and Action Alert
released on March 3, 2005. “Less than two weeks before, the Peace Community announced the
formation of humanitarian zones in several of the settlements in the San Jose district that have suffered
most from the armed conflict, including Mulatos, where the community members were detained by
the Army. These zones would be set up around the local school and would function ... as places where
armed groups and weapons would not be permitted; nor would people there collaborate with the
armed groups.”
The Peace Community planned to formally and publicly inaugurate these humanitarian
zones on March 23, the anniversary of San Jose’s declaration as a Peace Community. In the
wake of the killings, the Peace Community has issued a strongly worded statement:
“We call for national and international solidarity to demand that the strategy of terror against the San
Jose Peace Community and the civilian population in the districts come to an end. We ask that you demand
respect for the Peace Community’s process and for the humanitarian zones developed in the region. ... But
the words of Luis Eduardo, his ideas and arguments, will remain with us, and with more force than ever.
He believed that the civilian population has the right to live in dignity. We also believe it and will continue
defending this principle, even if it costs us our lives.”

WHAT WE MUST DO —
1. Write to the State Department urging the US government to:
• Call on Colombia to respect the lives, human rights and dignity of all civilian residents of the
district of San Jose de Apartado and to implement the provisional measures for protection of the
Peace Community issued by the Interamerican Court of Human Rights;
• Withhold certification of the Colombian military, required in order to receive US assistance while
investigation of this massacre and others committed against the Peace Community of San Jose de
Apartado are fully investigated and those responsible brought to account;
• Demand that the Colombian government identify the Army units operating in the area on February
21-22, and disclose to civilian investigators all records of their movements and activities.
• Urge that a US Embassy representative visit the area to meet with and listen to the Peace
Community and to monitor the investigation.
2. Call or write your Congressional representative and senators urging them to communicate these
concerns and requests to the State Department. (Congressional Switchboard, 1/202-224-3121)

F.O.R.
COMMUNITY
SUFFERS
TRAGEDY IN
COLOMBIA
Those of us in Louisville who, for the
past three years, have followed eagerly the
efforts by our colleague, Erik ReinhartVidal and the FOR Task Force on Latin
America and the Caribbean, to establish a
peace presence in the pacifist community of
San Jose de Apartado in Colombia find
ourselves in disbelief over this dreadful
news. We knew that the community had
been harrassed because of their desire to
remain neutral, refusing to take sides in the
civil war raging all around them.
However we were not prepared for the
message on February 23, 2005, that a virtual
massacre had taken place two days before.
Eight civilians, including three children,
were murdered. Reports indicate that the
perpetrators were armed men who apparently identified themselves as members of
the Colombian military, but the army unit
being blamed has denied killing the eight
civilians, even as the United States called
for a swift investigation.
The massacre in the Uraba district of
northwest Colombia was brutal, according
to a news item from Bogota cited in our
Louisville Courier-Journal on March 5,
2005. The victims were killed with machetes, chopped into pieces and buried on a
farm, according to Amerigo Incalcaterra, a
United Nations human-rights official who
visited the region. The same source stated
that the slayings raise doubts about the
military’s commitment to human rights and
jeopardize part of Washington’s huge military aid package to this embattled nation.
The greatest outrage has been expressed
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Calendar for peacemakers
Mar 29 (Tue) “WELL-FOUNDED FEAR” award winning documentary focusing on Refugee Rights. Part
of the Human Rights Film Festival at the Louisville Free
Public Library, 4th & York streets, 6:30 pm. Reserve
your ticket to pick up at the door by calling 574-1644.
Mar 30 (Wed) Grawemeyer Award in Religion Lecture by
GEORGE M. MARSDEN, Notre Dame professor and
recipient of the $200,000 prize. He will lecture on his
award-winning book, Jonathan Edwards: A Life. Louisville Presbyterian Seminary Caldwell Chapel. Free. 7:00
pm. www.grawemeyer.org Call 895-3411, ext.362.
Mar 31 (Thu) “BUTTERFLIES ON THE SCAFFOLD,”
a remarkable film about social, human and cultural transformation, filmed by Sonja Devries in a predominantly
Afro-Cuban Havana suburb. Another in the Reel Revolution series , a project of the Kentucky Alliance against
Racist and Political Repression. Kentucky Theater, 642
S. 4th Street, 7:00 pm. Suggested donation $5-$25 sliding scale, no one turned away. Call 558-3568.
Apr 1 (Fri) NOON VIGIL FOR PEACE IN THE
MIDDLE EAST, including a news update. EVERY
FRIDAY AT SIXTH AND BROADWAY, in front of the
Federal Court House (where Senator McConnell’s office
is located). We vigil in solidarity with the “Women in
Black” who vigil every Friday at noon in Israel.
Sponsored by the Louisville Committee for Israeli/
Palestinian States, the American Arab AntiDiscrimination Committee, and the Fellowship of
Reconciliation. Call Beverley Marmion, 45l-5658.
Apr 3 (Sun) “MOOT THE MESSENGER,” wonderful
new play by Kia Corthron who was part of a visit by
US playwrights to Israel and Palestine organized by
Naomi Wallace in 2002. The play is a brilliant and riveting portrayal of a young black journalist’s experience
in the mainstream media during the prisoner abuse horrors in Iraq. The play will be at Actors Theater Humana
Festival through April 3. Get tickets now. Call 584-1205.
Apr 3 (Sun) CANDLELIGHT VIGIL FOR PEACE
every first Sunday evening remembering all those
suffering from conflicts in the Middle East. Bring a
candle. Bardstown Road at Douglass Blvd. 7:00-8:00
pm. Sponsored by LPAC (Louisville Peace Action
Community). Call Ken Nevitt, 558-9124. E-mail:
pcunity@yahoo.com www.louisvillepeace.org
Apr 5 (Tue) “PROMISES” award winning documentary
focusing on International Humanitarian Law. Part
of the Human Rights Film Festival at the Louisville Free
Public Library, 4th & York streets, 6:30 pm. Reserve
your ticket to pick up at the door by calling 574-1644.
Apr 5 (Tue) KEENAN LECTURE: “Global Water
Scarcity: Its Causes and Its Effects on the Poor and
on the Ecosystems of the Earth.” Presented by Phyllis
Hannon, SCN, Adjunct Professor, School of Natural
Sciences, Spalding University. Egan Leadership Ctr, 4th
and Breckenridge, 7:30 pm. Reception follows. (5859911, Ex. 2314) Free.
Apr 10 (Sun) CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR
REFRESHER TRAINING (continued), for those who
were COs, former draft counselors or military
counselors, 2263 Frankfort Ave, 6:00 pm. Sponsored
by “Aim Higher,” a committee focusing on military
counter recruitment, meeting every second Sunday at
6:00 pm at this location. Call Mike Slaton, 636-5848.
E-mail: cheslaton@hotmail.com
Apr 13 (Wed) KITLAC (Ky Interfaith Taskforce on
Latin America and the Caribbean). Presbyterian
Seminary. 7:30 pm. Call David Horvath, 479-9262, or
Pat Geier, 456-6586.
Apr 13 (Wed) INTERNATIONAL DAY OF ACTION
AGAINST CATERPILLAR. Over 50,000 Palestinians
have been made homeless by Caterpillar bulldozers. The
Israeli miliary uses Caterpillar equipment to destroy
Palestinian homes, infrastructure, orchards,
greenhouses, crops and even lives (Rachel Corrie). As
shareholders meet on April 13, worldwide
demonstrations will be held to protest Caterpillar’s
selling of home-crushing bulldozers to Israel. Resources
available from abuemma@gmail.com
Apr 15 (Fri) TAX DAY! LEAFLETING AT 6th and
BROADWAY. For exact time, call Jean Edwards, 4588056. Join in opposing the billions of our tax dollars
being used for war against Iraq and Afghanistan. Let
your voice be heard!
April 16 (Sat) EARTH DAY AT THE LOUISVILLE ZOO.
10am-4pm. Call 459-2181. www.louisvillezoo.org
Apr 18 (Mon) DEADLINE FOR THE MAY ISSUE
OF FORsooth. Contact George Morrison, editor,
944-6460. E-mail: klm86@netzero.com For calendar
listings, contact Jean Edwards, 458-8056. E-mail:
edwardsfor@bellsouth.net
Apr 18 (Mon) NAACP GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING. Come to the new office location at 1245 Catalpa Court.
7:00 pm. For more information, call 776-7608.

Apr 18 (Mon) MINX AUERBACH LECTURE in
WOMEN’S and GENDER STUDIES, presented by
AZAR NAFISI discussing her book “Reading Lolita
in Tehran: A Memoir in Books” Nafisi is a Visiting
Fellow and professorial lecturer at the Foreign Policy
Institute of the Johns Hopkins University’s School of
Advanced International Studies in Washington, DC
where she teaches courses on the relation between culture and politics. Speed Museum Auditorium, 5:30 pm.
Reception follows. For more information, call 852-8976.
Apr 20 (Wed) GAMES DAY, fun training to learn exciting
cooperative games. Sponsored by the Peace Education
Program at Central Presbyterian Church, 4th & Ky streets.
$35 includes written materials, continental breakfast and
boxed lunch. Limited to 40 participants. 10:00 - 3:00. Call
589-6583. peaceeducation@iglou.com
Apr 21 (Thu) THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH, sponsored by the Fellowship of Reconciliation featuring the
Rev. Andy Loving, CFP, socially responsive investment advisor, discussing ways to invest in fair trade
coffee companies, overseas microcredit groups, community development banks and credit unions in the U.S.
and South Africa. He will also talk about mutual funds
that “lobby” corporations by using proxy rights to help
change corporate policy, and tips for avoiding investing in the worst corporate offenders. Rudyard Kipling
Restaurant, 422 W Oak St,11:30 am buffet, $6. Reservations required. RSVP to Polly Johnson, 473-9435,
or Jean Edwards, 458-8056 by Tuesday beforehand.
Apr 23 (Sat) THUNDER ALTERNATIVE EVENT. An
ad hoc organizing committee representing several
church congregations is concerned about the militarization of the “Thunder Over Louisville” celebration
which marks the beginning of Derby festivities. This is
a community celebration, not a time for glorifying weapons of war. The Friends Meeting is taking the lead in
calling for the elimination of the military flyover and
static displays. We seek other churches to join us in this
effort. Call Chris Harmer, 584-6052.
Apr 24 (Sun) PRESENTATION BY THE HOTEL
MANAGER FROM RWANDA. Downtown Public
Library, 4th & York Sts, 2:00 pm. It is requested that
you call ahead for tickets, 574-1617.
Apr 25 (Mon) F.O.R. STEERING COMMITTEE (every
4th Monday). Presbyterian Seminary, 1044 Alta Vista
Road, Nelson Hall, #10, 7:30 pm. Visitors are
encouraged. Call cochairs, Pat Geier, 456-6586, or Mary
Horvath, 479-9262.
Apr 26 (Tue) KCADP (Ky Coalition to Abolish the Death
Penalty) every last Tuesday. Highland Presbyterian
Church, 1011 Cherokee Rd. 6:30 pm. Call Tony
Benningfield, 560-4710.
Apr 28 (Thu) FORsooth LABELING at Central
Presbyterian Church, 5:00 pm. We’d love to spend this
hour with you. Call 451-5658.
Apr 28 (Thu) PRESENTATION BY MAYOR AKIBA
OF HIROSHIMA, JAPAN: “Never Again! A Call for
Global Nuclear Disarmament by 2020.” Memorial
Auditorium, 4th & Kentucky streets. 7:30 pm. Call Terry
Taylor, 299-7591.
Apr 29 (Fri) REAL KIDS, REAL FAITH, a one day conference with author Karen-Marie Yust who teaches Christian
education and spiritual formation at Christian Theological
Seminary in Indianapolis. $30 includes lunch and a copy
of her book. Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, Laws
Lodge. Register online at www.lpts.edu, or call the Office
of Communications, 895-3411, ext.362.
May 14 (Sat) JOBS with JUSTICE Annual Coalition
Membership Meeting/Solidarity Celebration. Americana Community Center. Call Attica Scott, 625-3724.
May 17 (Tue) METROPOLITAN HOUSING
COALITION ANNUAL MEETING at the newly built
Downtown Marriott. Keynote speaker will be JAMES
CARR from the Fannie Mae Foundation, a private,
nonprofit organization, the largest foundation in the
country devoted to affordable housing and community
revitalization. For more details, call 584-6858. Visit the
newly designed website: www.metropolitanhousing.org

OUT OF TOWN EVENTS
Apr 8-10 (FSS) AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL USA,
Annual General Meeting, Austin Texas. Featuring
Molly Ivins, Bryan Stevenson, Salih Booker. Register
online now: http://take action.amnestyusa.org/
ctt.asp?u=707411&1=12088
May 11-22 CORPORATE & CONSUMER
RESPONSIBILITY IN THE GLOBALIZED
WORLD, Witness for Peace delegation to Nicaragua.
Contact Jessica Rubin: jrubin@email.smith.edu
July 15-19 (FSSMT) INTER-CULTURAL TEEN
DELEGATION TO NICARAGUA, sponsored by
Witness for Peace Southeast. Contact Gail Phares, 1/
919-856-9468. wfpse@witnessforpeace.org

Regular Meeting Times for
Area Organizations
AD HOC COALITION FOR AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION – (778-8130)
ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF
KENTUCKIANA – 2nd Thursday (585-3375)
AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB –
4th Tuesday (459-0616)
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL – 1st Saturday (637-8951)
BIONEERS / SUSTAINABLE LOUISVILLE –
Tuesdays (336-9440)
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – 2nd Tuesday (239-4317)
CAPA (Citizens Against Police Abuse) –
2nd Thursday (778-8130)
C.E.A.S.E. [Citizens for Equitable Assignment to
School Environments] – (778-9427)
CLARK & FLOYD COUNTIES AIDS COALITION –
3rd Thursday (288-2706)
CLOUT [Citizens of Louisville Organized and
Working Together] -(583-1267)
COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST –
2nd Monday (456-6586)
COMMON CAUSE – 1st Tuesday, every other month
(228-1534)
COMMUNIST PARTY USA – Sunday evenings (473-2659)
CONVERSATION CAFE – Wednesday evenings (454-4820)
CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD – Books by Neale Donald
Walsch. 1st Monday (468-2305)
COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” –
Second Sunday (636-5848)
EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE – 2nd Sunday (569-1876)
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community dialogues
and volunteer opportunities (893-0788)
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION –
4th Monday (456-6586 or 479-9262)
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB –
3rd Tuesday (897-3335)
GREEN PARTY – 1st Tuesday (456-9540)
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – Wednesdays, Thursdays,
Fridays & Saturdays (583-6599)
HATE FREE SCHOOLS COALITION –
3rd Thursday (454-3300)
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE – 1st Tuesday (214-7322)
JEFFERSON COUNTY WELFARE REFORM COALITION –
2nd Friday (585-3556)
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (625-3724)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – 3rd Saturday (774-1116)
KENTUCKIANA FOR KUCINICH IN 2008 – 1st Thursday
(473-2659 or 459-6361)
KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] –
2nd Monday, jointly with POWER (589-3188)
KY AIDS LIFE ALLIANCE (KALA) –
Every Thursday (479-7884)
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL
REPRESSION – 3rd Monday (778-8130)
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY –
Last Tuesday (721-8885)
KITLAC (KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN) – 2nd Wednesday (479-9262)
KY RAINBOW/PUSH COALITION – (774-4000)
LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP –
2nd and 4th Thursdays (587-6225)
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN
STATES – 3rd Sunday (451-5658)
LPAC (LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY) –
3rd Thursday (558-9124)
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH –
Meditation 1st & 3rd Sundays (473-8435)
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights
(454-3300), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY (L.I.F.E.) –
Sunday evenings (473-2659)
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday
(895-0866 or 899-9261)
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION –
4th Wednesday (584-6858)
NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People) – 3rd Monday (634-1804)
NAMI (National Alliance for the Mentally Ill) –
2nd Monday (245-5287)
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND
GAYS (P-FLAG) – 3rd Sunday (329-0229)
PAX CHRISTI – Last Wednesday (456-9342)
PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML –
(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)
PEOPLE’S AGENDA – 2nd Tuesday (778-8130)
POWER [PEOPLE ORGANIZED AND WORKING
FOR ENERGY REFORM] – 2nd Monday,
jointly with KFTC (778-2687)
RCRC [Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice] –
(585-3050)
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
SHADHULIYYAH SUFI SPIRITUALITY GROUP –
Thursday nights (893-6122)
Note: If your group would like to be added to this list or if information
needs to be updated, please let us know by calling 458-8056.

