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by Gracie Lews
On Monday, April 24th, Congressman 

John Yarmuth met with the Metropolitan 
Disability Coalition at the First Unitarian 
Church. The purpose of the meeting was to 
give an update on issues concerning Medi-
care and the efforts to kill it as we know it. 

A panel was convened to discuss the 
issue of health care reform. The panelists 
included Rep. John Yarmuth, Dr. Garrett 
Adams of Physicians for a National Health 
Program, Kay Tillow of Kentuckians for 
Single Payer Health Care, Rick Mitchum, 
CEO of Prepared Health Plan Inc., and 
Vickie Yates Brown, attorney and co-author 
of Health Care Reform in Kentucky. 

Congressman Yarmuth gave the group 
an overview of the new Health Reform 
Law, “Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act (P.L. 111-148). On March 20, 
2010, President Barack Obama signed 
comprehensive health reform into law. 
The law focuses on provisions to expand 
coverage, control health care costs, and 
improve the health care delivery system. 

The law is scheduled to take effect, 
January 2014. Congressman Yarmuth stated 
this was not the law House Democrats 
wanted, but it is the “best we could get.” 
He reminded the gathering that Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., said that “of all the forms 
of inequality, injustice in health care is the 
most shocking and inhumane.”

But the House GOP and the Tea 
Party movement believes that individuals 
should be on their own when it comes to 
health care. Congressman Yarmuth stated 
that the approach of Rep. Paul Ryan of 
(R-Wisconsin) is to change the basic social 
compact in America. The Ryan Plan will 
kill Medicare as we know it. 

AARP has found that the Ryan Plan 
would undermine Medicare’s promise of 
health coverage – a guarantee that today’s 
seniors and future seniors have contributed 
to throughout a lifetime of hard work. This 
plan would shift close to 70% of health care 
costs to older Americans. Congressman 
Yarmuth is strongly opposed to the Ryan 
Plan and will continue to oppose it.

Dr. Garrett Adams, another panelist, 
has spent over 40 years practicing medicine 
as a pediatrician and as Chief of Pediatric 
Infectious Disease at the University of 
Louisville. He said that in 2003, when he 
read an article in the Journal of American 
Medical Association on the “Proposal of 
the Physicians’ Working Group for Single-
Payer National Health Insurance (HR676), 
he thought it made good sense, and he 
went on the website and endorsed it.  At 
that time, there were approximately 8,000 
physicians who had endorsed it; today there 
are well over 18,000. The Physicians for a 
National Heath Program is an organization 

Read our lips, no war taxes
David Brown Kinloch and FOR stalwart Jean Edwards protest the 
misallocation of taxes to war and violence April 18 during a tax day protest 
in downtown Louisville. They pointed out that about half our federal taxes 
go to war or its consequences.

Remembering is not enough 
for holocaust victims’ child

Hedy Epstein (right) in Cairo December 29, 2009, protesting the Israeli 
blockade of Gaza.
by Mark Chmiel

If all goes well, by July, Hedy Epstein 
will have finally achieved an urgent yet 
elusive goal: To step foot on the shore of 
the Gaza Strip.

Hedy will soon join some 40 other 
Americans on the U.S. Boat to Gaza, part 
of another flotilla to break Israel’s inhumane 
grip on the Gazan people. On May 31 of last 
year, Israel intercepted the Gaza Freedom 
Flotilla while in international waters, and 
IDF commandoes killed nine activists on 
board the Turkish ship, the Mavi Marmara.  

Hedy has been attempting to journey 
to Gaza since 2008, when she joined the 
Free Gaza Movement. Just before the group 

was to embark, however, due to extremely 
hot temperatures in Cyprus, her health did 
not allow her to participate. That August, 
the Free Gaza boats did manage to arrive 
in Gaza.

In the summer of 2009, she was 
committed to be a part of a similar 
undertaking, but the day before she was to 
leave, someone assaulted her as she was 
walking in her neighborhood.  Due to a 
nick in the artery by her chin, Hedy was 
in no condition to make the strenuous trip.

In December 2009 Hedy and approxi-
mately 1,400 internationals arrived in Cairo 
to be part of the Gaza Freedom March. 

Dem’s reforms not enough 
But far better than Ryan plan
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militarists call us what only they are; but, 
as he reminded those gathered, billions of 
people in the world agree with us.

Ike M. Thacker is an advocate for 
political, social, and economic democracy.  
He focuses especially on housing issues.

Imagine seeing this in color:

Now imagine reading 
instantly updated news from 

the FOR.
You can do both at

www.louisville-for.org
The Louisville FOR’s web site includes Action Alerts 
about issues of great concern to peace and justice 
people. It also lets you link to peace groups in many 
nations and look over every FORsooth going back to 
April 2002. And the pictures – starting with the July-
August 2008 issue – are in color.
If you love blogging, contribute your thoughts and 
hopes to the US FOR’s blog www.forpeace.net. Keep up 
with the national organization’s unequaled activism for 
a world of nonviolence and justice at www.forusa.org.
As much as we know you love reading FORsooth, 
there’s no reason to wait till next month to be inspired 
and challenged by the FOR.

FORsooth is published by the Louisville chapter of the Fellowship of Reconciliation. 
Send submissions for news stories or commentaries to Peter Fosl, 

1918 Woodbourne Ave., Louisville, KY 40205, e-mail: <pfosl@me.com>.

FORsooth Staff
Editor In-Chief ......................................................................Peter S. Fosl
Managing Editor ..........................................................Svetlana Binshtok
Articles Editor ..................................................................John Hartmann
Calendar Editor ..............................................................Tom Louderback
Production Manager ...................................................Barbara G. Powers
Bulk Mailing ...............................................................Beverley Marmion

95 Years on Peace Frontiers
 Since 1915, the Fellowship of Reconciliation in the United States has led campaigns 
to obtain legal rights for conscientious objectors, win civil rights for all Americans, 
end the Vietnam War, oppose U.S. intervention in the Third World, and reverse the 
superpowers’ arms race. An interfaith pacifist organization, the FOR has members 
from many religious and ethnic traditions. It is part of the International Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, with affiliates in 40 countries.
 In the development of its program FOR depends upon persons who seek to apply 
these principles to every area of life. If you are not already a member, we invite you 
to join us in this endeavor. Membership consists of signing the Statement of Purpose, 
indicating that you agree with FOR goals.

Cochairs: Pat Geier ................................................................... 609-7985
 Peter Fosl .................................................................. 291-2506
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FOR’s Mission Statement
The Fellowship of Reconciliation seeks to replace violence, 

war, racism and economic injustice with nonviolence, 
peace and justice. We are an interfaith organization 

committed to active nonviolence as a transforming way of 
life and as a means of radical change. We educate, train, 

build coalitions, and engage in nonviolent and 
compassionate actions locally, nationally, and globally.

of 18,000 doctors who support single-payer 
national health insurance. Dr. Adams 
supports universal health care because it 
will control costs, create jobs, and make 
us more competitive on the world front.

Kay Tillow of Kentuckians for Single-
Payer Healthcare urged continued support 
for Congressman John Conyers bill, H.R. 
676. HR 676, also called the “U.S. National 
Health Insurance Act,” is a bill to create 
a single-payer, publicly funded, privately 
delivered universal health are program that 
would cover all Americans without charging 
co-pays or deductibles. It guarantees access 
to the highest quality and most affordable 
health care services. 

According to Kay Tillow, single-payer 
health insurance would save approximately 

$400 billion in insurance company 
administrative costs because of waste, 
money that could be redirected expenditures 
to health care. Administrative waste, 
she stated, consumes 31% of healthcare 
spending. Insurance companies continue 
to deny care and restrict access to services 
because of pre-existing conditions. 

Kay urges community support of HR 
676.  Rep. John Yarmuth has signed on to the 
bill prior to passage of President Obama’s 
health care reform law. Kay said that you 
should continue to let your voice be heard 
by calling (202) 224-3121 and asking for 
your congressional representative by name.
  
 Gracie Lewis is a longtime progressive 
activist in Louisville.

Ryan plan (continued from page 1)

FOR’s Johnson: fear of peace at heart of Islamophobia

FOR Executive Director Mark 
Johnson addresses the Third 
Thursday Lunch April 21 
(Photo Peter S. Fosl).

by Ike M. Thacker
Dr. Mark Johnson, PhD, national 

Executive Director of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, is a true road warrior—but 
one whose “battles” are fought for peace 
and social justice worldwide. Now in his 
fifth year as leader of the FOR in the U.S., 
he also served as director of the YMCA in 
Lebanon for six years, and has visited some 
30 states (often by car) on his recent FOR 
tour, which began just before Christmas, 
and during which Johnson has met with 
many hundreds of FOR members.

The theme of his two-day tour de force 
in Louisville is perhaps best summed up by 
the theme of a 2010 book Johnson mentioned 
both days: Frankfort resident Bruce W. 
Scott’s When Time Ends: The Victory of 
Forgiveness at Armageddon (Rockport 
Press), proceeds from the sale of which 
the author donates to the FOR. That theme 
is one of reconciliation, forgiveness, and 
compassion for all.

Both the YMCA and the FOR, he noted 
in a presentation April 20 at Central Presby-
terian Church, have played very significant 
roles in social-justice and peace work.  In 
fact, he had said over dinner that same night, 
FOR workers Bayard Rustin and Glenn 
Smiley played a key role in introducing the 
use of Gandhi’s principles of nonviolence to 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in Montgomery 
in the 1950s. After speaking of his own days 
as a Vietnam-era conscientious objector, 
Johnson quoted a 1947 poem by a more 
famous conscientious objector (from World 
War II), William Stafford, which ends with 
the words: “I haven’t saved the world today, 
and it’s almost night.”

Well, we haven’t saved the world just 
yet, but we’ve made a start. The day after 
his dinner conversation and after-dinner talk 
at Central Presbyterian, Johnson was able 
to play as backdrop to his Third Thursday 
Lunch presentation at the Rudyard Kipling 
a video from the April 9 UNAC peace rally 
in New York City, showing at least 5,000 

people, almost half of them Muslims from 
100 or more mosques, marching down 
Broadway from Union Square the five miles 
to Foley Square.  

There were more than 40 speakers 
at each end of the march, which Johnson 
said marked important evidence of the 
Islamic population willingness to express 
its opposition to the U.S. wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Fear of peace, he said, is what’s 
really at the heart of Islamophobia—Islam, 
after all, is not synonymous with jihad, but 
rather means “submission.”

The night before, Johnson had bravely 
outlined the FOR’s 2011-2015 Strategic 
Plan for “Demilitarizing Life and Land.”  
This Plan, which focuses much of the 
organization’s budget on Latin America and 
the Middle East (especially Colombia), sets 
up three task forces at the national level: the 
Task Force on Social, Economic, and Racial 
Justice; the Task Force on Latin America 
and the Caribbean, and The Middle East 
Task Force. 

It also seeks a key role for the FOR 
national office as a kind of connector, 
understanding and promoting what local 
chapters are doing, and assisting in the 
development of a new generation of 
peacemaking, actively-nonviolent scholars.

At his Third Thursday presentation, 
Johnson emphasized that we may be in the 
throes of an Orwellian paradox, in which 

Death not a cause for celebration
Through his involvement in the African embassy bombings, the USS Cole, 

September 11, Bali, and other crimes, Osama bin Laden had certainly asked for it. But 
excessive rejoicing in revenge for his killing does not reflect well on our moral fiber. 
Relief is warranted, gratitude to the security forces, sadness that it had come to this, 
pity and forgiveness for the immoral and misguided, humility in the understanding 
that we too have innocent blood on our hands, but not vindictive, atavistic celebration.

Peter Fosl
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After first granting permission, the Egyptian 
government refused to allow the activists to 
travel to Egypt’s border with Rafah, Gaza. 
As a result of some negotiations, First Lady 
Mubarak decided that 100 activists would 
be allowed to travel to Gaza.   Hedy was 
one of the 100 approved activists. 

But in what she called “one of the most 
difficult and heart breaking decisions I’ve 
ever made in my entire life,” she chose not 
to go. She felt that by going she would be 
condoning the divide and conquer tactic of the 
authoritarian Egyptian government, which 
was complicit with Israel and the United 
States in maintaining the siege on Gaza.

Finally, last May 2010, she was hoping 
to be part of the Freedom Flotilla but, due to 
a bureaucratic decision in Cyprus, she was 
not allowed on one of the boats.

 At the time of Kristallnacht, 
Hedy’s father and many other men and youth 
from her village of Kippenheim, Germany, 
were taken to the Nazi concentration camp 
in Dachau. Weeks later, he returned, visibly 
transformed by the harrowing experience. 
He and his wife were able to secure a place 
for Hedy on a Kindertransport to Great 
Britain. England took in almost 10,000 
mostly Jewish children in the nine months 
preceding World War II. 

In Britain Hedy corresponded with her 
parents who were eventually 
deported to a concentration 
camp in France, and from there 
to Auschwitz. They both died 
there in 1942.

In autumn of 2003 Hedy 
received almost $30,000 from 
France as reparations for the 
Vichy government’s role in the 
deportation of her parents to Po-
land.  Hedy divided this money 
among al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza 
City, the Israeli Committee 
against Home Demolition, and 
Neve Shalom.

About her imminent so-
journ to Gaza, Hedy recently 
admitted, “I’ve never really 
been afraid of anything on my 
previous trips. But the Israelis 
are training special attack dogs 
to harm us on the boats. This 

does scare me! With a soldier, there’s at 
least a chance for a human connection. Not 
with an attack dog.”

In his 1986 Nobel Prize lecture, 
Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel stated, 
“We must always take sides. Neutrality 
helps the oppressor, never the victim. 
Silence encourages the tormentor, never the 
tormented. Sometimes we must interfere. 
When human lives are endangered, when 
human dignity is in jeopardy, national 
borders and sensitivities become irrelevant.  
Whenever men or women are persecuted 
because of their race, religion or political 
views, that place must – at that moment – 
become the center of the universe.”  

The title of Hedy’s 1999 memoir in 
German translates as Remembering Is Not 
Enough.  She carries the memory of her 
family into her direct actions of solidarity 
with the Palestinian people.

For Hedy, at this time, Gaza is the center 
of the universe.

A 1982 graduate of Bellarmine 
University, Mark Chmiel is author of Elie 
Wiesel and the Politics of Moral Leadership, 
adjunct professor in the Honors Program 
at St. Louis University and a member of the 
Saint Louis Palestine Solidarity Committee. 
He is from Louisville.

Remembering (continued from page 1)

Louisville Torture
Abolition Project 

 

Public Vigil
Wednesday, June 22nd

11 a.m. until 1 p.m.
Thomas Merton Square

4th and Muhammad Ali Blvd.
 

Supporters will leaflet and stand in solidarity with the Torture Abolition and Survivors
Support Coalition. This organization was founded by Sr. Dianna Ortiz, a Maple Mount, KY,

Ursuline Sister who was abducted, raped and tortured in Guatemala 21 years ago.
 

Volunteers for leafletting and public reading of  brief  selections from
Dianna's book, The Blindfolds Eyes, are needed

➢ Can torture be justified in certain circumstances? Do "harsh interrogation techniques" make
Americans safer?

➢ Can cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment of  prisoners be morally justified?

Sponsors include Ursuline Sisters of  Louisville, Kentucky Interfaith Taskforce on
Latin America and the Caribbean, Louisville Committee for Peace in the Middle East,

Louisville Peace Action Community, Louisville Committee for Israeli/Palestinian States,
Fellowship of  Reconciliation Louisville Chapter, St. William Peacemaking Community,

   
For more information contact Marcy Allman, (502) 384-5813

Wheels of justice and peace needn’t at all turn slowly
by Jackie Green

Legend has it that in 1880 the 
Franciscan priest, Jean-Paul Peugeot, spoke 
his last words as he lay prostrate on the 
cold, stone floor of his monastic cell. Upon 
uttering the  words: “Seigneur, faites de 
moi un instrument de votre paix,” the quiet 
of the night was shattered by thunder and 
the room illuminated by lightening. When 
Father Peugeot failed to show up for matins, 
an initiate was sent to Peugeot’s cell. The 
young man found no corpse in the cell, but 
rather, leaning against the priest’s cot was the 
first Peugeot bicycle. The priest’s petition 
had been granted by The Almighty. He was 
now an instrument of peace.

There is an interesting “List of Wars” 
on Wikipedia. Those that especially concern 
me are the wars that have involved the nation 
of my birth. Wars justified on the grounds of 
“national interests” fall into three categories: 
economic, military, and cultural. It is those 
wars of economic national interest that I 
find disturbing. Our national economy is 
consumer driven. We are only 5% of the 
world’s population, yet we consume 25% 
of the world’s resources. Hardly just or 
peace promoting.

“Fellowship of Reconciliation - 
Working for peace, justice and nonviolence 
since 1915.” 1915 to 2011, nearly a 
century. My grandfather was twelve in 
1916, the beginning of  World War I, a 
war that depended heavily on horses (for 
the record, bicycles were also pressed into 
military service). By the end of that war the 
internal combustion engine on wheels and 
wings had surpassed the horse.  

Wheels, wings, and the combustion 
engine. I took what I hope was my final 
flight in 1993.  I gave away what I hope 
was my final truck in 1999. The relationship 
between war, national interests, our 
national consumer economy, my personal 
consumption (material and energy), my 
transportation choices, my lifestyle choices, 
and “peace, justice and nonviolence” left 
me increasingly at war with myself. So I 
moved to an urban setting, went car-free, 
and reduced wardrobe, meat consumption, 
home square footage, etc. In many ways my 
lifestyle is now much closer to that of my 
grandfather. I hold in my memory as a young 
adult the image of Papa Jesse plowing his 
huge garden on a hot Louisiana summer day 
behind Sally, his big, bay plow horse.   My 
garden, much smaller, is turned by shovel.

They will beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks. I think of my grandfather as I prune 
the dozen grape vines I have planted here 
in Louisville. I think of him, I think of 
my daughters, and I think of wars, not the 
wars of years past, but those of the present 
and future. I also think of my personal 
contribution to the seeds of these present 
and future wars.

National Geographic published an un-
settling article largely repeating what many 
have known and lived with since the 1980s. 
“More than a third of the world’s people 
live within 62 miles of a shoreline. Over the 
coming decades, as sea levels rise, climate 
change experts predict that many of the 
world’s largest cities, including Miami and 
New York, will be increasingly vulnerable to 
coastal flooding.... Globally, we’re talking 
about the largest mass migration in human 
history. By 2050 millions of displaced 
people will overwhelm not just our limited 
land and resources but our government, our 
institutions, and our borders.”

To those millions of coastal eco-
refugees whose fertile soils are inundated 
with salt water, add the millions fleeing 
deserts encroaching upon their higher 

altitude orchards and fields. Now add to 
that mix xenophobia, greater competition 
for natural resources, declining fuels, more 
violent weather, decreasing food stocks, 
dwindling water supplies and the prospect 
of war, of civil unrest, of violent chaos 
looms larger.  

Peace, justice and nonviolence. This 
is why I bicycle (or ride TARC), why I eat 
less meat, why I live locally, why I garden, 
why I tread more lightly on the earth. As 
individuals we have little power to change 
the big picture. The one element over which 
we exercise greater control is our individual 
contribution to the big picture. 

I pray my children and grandchildren will 
see individual change on an unprecedented 
scale--big picture change leading not to 
Armageddon, but to the regeneration and 
renewal of earth, with her people, her nations 
and her cities living sustainable lives. I smile 
when I remember my grandfather plowing. 
I pray our children and grandchildren 
will smile when they remember us living 
sustainably, cycling along streets on our 
instruments of peace.

Jackie Green is a bicycle activist and a 
former candidate for Mayor of Louisville.

FINANCIAL REPORT 
April 2011

BEGINNING BALANCE  ................... $12,529.72
 Donations & Honorariums  ................     160.00
TOTAL  .................................................. $12,689.72

EXPENDITURES:
 FORsooth Editing ..............$100.00
 FORsooth Layout .................100.00
 FORsooth Printing ...............360.00
 FORsooth Mailing................200.00
 FOR National Dues ..............100.00
 Copies of 2011 Peace Essay ...... 50.98
 Kroc Institute Conference .....500.00
 2011 Peace Essay Prizes .......700.00
 Steering Committee Dinner ....... 17.00
 Office Expenses ....................... 62.38
 $2,190.36 2,190.36
ENDING BALANCE ........................... $10.499.36

Please make your check
payable to the Fellowship
of Reconciliation. Your 
gift is tax deductible.

PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO:
 Tim Scheldorf, Treasurer
 Fellowship of Reconciliation
 2917 Beaumont Road
 Louisville, KY 40205

What Is To Be Said?
by Tom Louderback 

What is there to be said about Osama Bin Laden? His religious views were inflexible 
and intolerant. He emphatically advocated violence. The terrorist attacks he organized killed 
innocent civilians of all faiths, robbed many families of their loved ones, and disrupted the 
lives of many law-abiding and peace-loving Muslims living the United States and Europe. 
His violence inflamed Islam phobia and frustrated interfaith dialog.  Bin Laden wasted his 
life on hate, but we need not waste ours. 

Feisal Abdul Rauf, the imam who wanted to open a mosque and cultural center near 
ground zero in New York City, says,”I think that this is a turning point. There’s still an 
enormous amount of work to be done. But there’s no doubt, in the American perception this 
has helped a lot to bring closure.” Let’s hope for a new beginning.



FORsoothPage 4

The Louisville Committee for Peace 
in the Middle East has fair trade, 

organic olive oil for sale. 
750-liter bottles are $18.00. 
To order some, please call 

Polly Johnson at (502) 473-8435.

An Invitation 
to Action in Palestine

The Palestine Justice Network (PJN), which includes
14 groups ranging from Al-Rowwad Cultural and 
Theatre Training Center to the Bi’lin Popular and 

The Open Bethlehem Committee, invites 
1000 internationals to travel to Palestine July 8-19

and join with 1000 Palestinians to demonstrate against the 
Occupation, rebuild houses destroyed by the IDF, 

and engage in popular resistance activities. 
Dr. Mazin Qumsiyeh, who spoke in Louisville in March,

is among the organizers. For further information, 
please see the PJN website at www.palestinejn.org, 

or e-mail Polly Johnson at phj5@insightbb.com.

Government-free Fords? Tea Party collides with facts
by Avery Kolers

Ford Motor Co. seems to be positioning 
itself as the Tea Partier’s car company. 
One sees around town Explorers bearing 
the bumper sticker “made without your 
tax dollars.” Right-wing websites–always 
happy to mask advertising as news copy–
tear down Ford’s competition, “Government 
Motors.” A letter in the Courier-Journal 
(4/25) even opined that GM is somehow less 
“American” because the US government is 
a part owner.

The pile-on against GM–joined even 
by its own CEO–is yet more evidence that 
there is nary a principle that some people 
will not sacrifice in order to attack the 
Obama administration.  And that bumper 
sticker is, of course, a lie. 

Tax dollars are to Ford what the weather 
report is to local news. In recent years Ford 
executives threatened to close plants all over 
the country in order to wring further subsi-
dies from already strapped and desperate 
governments. They reinvested in Oakville, 
Canada, only after extracting $164 million 

from the people of Ontario. According to 
Site Selection magazine, “Ford made things 
crystal clear…. Without sizable government 
support, it wouldn’t go forward with its 
Oakville plan. Ford, in fact, specified just 
how much in subsidies it would take–between 
$139 million and $208 million.”

Needless to say, Ontarians are not the 
only taxpayers to have had their pockets 
picked by Ford. The company has used 
Kentucky as an ATM. In 2005 Ford took 
advantage of a tailor-made Kentucky law 
granting it at least $1 million per year in 
tax subsidies to keep producing Explorers 
in Louisville when it closed its plant in 
Missouri. Come 2010, state and local 
governments committed another $240 
million over 10 years to persuade Ford to 
retool that same plant.

Remember, too, why all this downsiz-
ing and retooling were necessary–and no, 
it wasn’t the workers or the retirees. Ford 
rotted because of crony capitalism and bad 
planning. In the 1990s Ford had lobbied hard 
for federal policies favoring SUVs, and then 

bet the store on poorly designed gas guzzlers 
like the Explorer, aka the Ford Flipper. 

Ford has also benefited handsomely 
from “free trade” deals, the straitjacketing 
of the NLRB, military adventurism, road 
building, disinvestment in public transit, 
and even mountaintop removal coal mining.  
In fact, according to Gov.  Beshear, low 
electric rates–cheap coal–are a main reason 
that Kentucky is a top auto manufacturing 
state. Ford thus benefits from the greatest 
subsidy of all: human lives and livelihoods, 
mountain communities and the mountains 
themselves, mothers’ milk and children’s 
lungs, are all sacrificed for Ford.

To be fair, Toyota, Mercedes, and 
Hyundai are also very good at extracting 
taxpayers’ dollars with threats to cut-and-run 
or promises to rain down jobs like manna 
from heaven.  Taking a page from the 
military playbook, Toyota has deliberately 
built plants in numerous states to ensure 
broad Congressional support. And to make 
matters worse, the Toyotas and Hyundais of 
the world aggressively fight their workers’ 

right to organize.
Thanks to the UAW, some of the money 

that we give to Ford does reliably reach 
workers, their families, and communities. 
But even that has been subject to “givebacks” 
in recent contract negotiations, which means 
that the workers subsidize Ford in three 
shifts: with their tax dollars, their labor, 
and their bargaining concessions.

There’s a reason that Ford is the official 
car company of the Tea Party.  But it’s not 
because their trucks are “made without 
your tax dollars.” Rather, it’s because Ford 
executives have perfected the art of feeding 
at the public trough while showing their 
backside to the people whose labor and 
sacrifice filled that trough. And for all the 
pretty talk about free enterprise, it’s that 
corporate cheek that the Tea Party is kissing.

Avery Kolers is a Professor of 
Philosophy at the University of Louisville. 
He sits on the Board of Directors of 
the Kentucky Labor Institute (www.
kentuckylaborinstitute.org).

REFLECTIONS 
AFTER TAX DAY, 
SHALL WE FIGHT 
OURSELVES TO 
EXTINCTION?
 We protested again on April 15 as we 
have on every tax day since 1975 when 
the Louisville chapter of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation was first organized. Without 
George Edwards this year, we were not quite as 
loud, but our message still was clear.The leaflet 
that we handed out (from The War Resisters 
League) shows that 51% of every dollar goes 
for military expenses (20% for past military and 31% for current military including wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan). Before I left to go downtown, I was glad to see an e-mail from Amy 
Goodman (of Democracy Now, www.opednews.com/articles/it-s-April-15-Time to Pay-
by-Dave-Lindorff-090415-3...).  She said, “... it’s time to remember once again how much 
of your hard-earned bucks are being wasted devoted to destruction, imperialist domination, 
slaughter and war, to funding ridiculous programs like the failed anti-missile system, and 
also to supporting a massively beaurocratic and overstaffed military.”
 The weather cooperated (although a tornado watch was mentioned), and so we were able 
to set up our table at Fifth & Market to display our Penny Poll. Then we began leafleting and 
asking folks to come over and VOTE in the penny poll.  We gave each participant ten pennies 
to place in the containers they favored including Health Care & Nutrition, Education & 
Child Care, Affordable Housing, Environmental Protection, and Military. Out of 202 
votes cast, the winner was Health Care with 49 votes; the Military received 33.
 I was leafleting down on the next corner when the tornado-like wind came through and 
blew everything off of our table and caused me to brace myself. As I realized that I was going 
over, a man standing there caught me and escorted me back to the corner where the Penny 
Poll had been put back in place.  He even stayed and voted and thanked us for our witness.
 In packing up and saying goodbye we were glad that we had persevered once again 
and hopefully caused some folks to consider the plight we are in.  Congressman Barney 
Frank stated on ABC (2/1/09) that the War in Iraq will cost $1 trillion before we’re through.  
Actually, it is impossible to even conceive of a trillion dollars.  We have entered the land of 
make-believe, speaking of trillions as if they were only hundreds.
 As Franz Jaegerstaetter said, in trying to persuade the people of Hungary not to participate 
in Hitler’s war, “We are traveling on a dangerous train.  Jump off before it is too late.”  In a 
similar vein, my thoughts in recent days have dwelled on the message put forth by Arnold 
Toynbee in War and Civilization (1950), a brilliant summary of the rise and fall of ancient 
and present day empires showing that CIVILIZATIONS FIGHT THEMSELVES TO 
DEATH.  Would that we could stand before the Congress in Washington and plead 
for them to GET OFF THIS TRAIN.

 “War tax refusal is an honest and bold response to the inequities of our day and  
a powerful way to show that we are not cowed by the unjust demands of our own 
government.”

– Bishop Thomas Gumbleton

by Alex Bradshaw
On May Day (May 1st), over 100 indi-

viduals from an array of local activist groups 
and unions converged peacefully downtown 
to march and commemorate American work-
ing-class resistance to the employing class.  

May Day–also known as International 
Workers’ Day–began in Chicago with a 
parade of 80,000 workers down Michigan 
Avenue in 1886 led by anarchist union 
organizers Albert and Lucy Parsons and their 
children. The parade signified the workers’ 
demand for the eight-hour work day. 

Over the next three days, 300,000-
plus American workers went on strike in 
response to this spontaneous uprising, 
demanding their liberation from the bosses. 
Brutal repression of anarchists ensued, 
culminating in the trial of the “Haymarket 
Martyrs,” a group of eight anarchists–Albert 
Parsons among them. The Haymarket 
Martrys were convicted after a bomb was 
thrown into a mob of police bearing down 
on a rally in support of striking workers just 
three days after the May 1 parade. 

The police responded by opening fire 
into the crowd. By the end of it, eight police 
officers and an unknown number of innocent 
civilians dead. No evidence supported the 
accused’s guilt, but four of the eight were 
executed. As a result, the Haymarket affair 
is remembered as one example in a long 
lineage of political repression in America 

Americans Reclaim May 
Day Despite Resistance

for those who speak truth to power.    
Now and again in 2011, while peace-

ful protestors in Louisville honored May 
Day by marching, dressing up in costumes, 
and chanting against capitalism, the police 
responded differently. As in Chicago’s 
Haymarket, Louisville police targeted anar-
chists, handing out lofty fines, and slapping 
handcuffs on activists before shoving them 
into police cars.

What brought about this extreme re-
sponse from the LMPD?  Sidewalk chalk. 
People were fined up to $500, detained, 
handcuffed, and arrested for using sidewalk 
chalk to communicate their discontent with 
the status quo. Local media characterized the 
protestors conduct as “violent” and the chalk 
messages as “graffiti.” Sidewalk chalk, of 
course, is not permanent and washes away 
in a single rain storm.  

In the end, all the charges were dis-
missed, save for one individual who was 
fined. Although the arrests did not result 
in prosecutions, they nevertheless had the 
effect of disrupting Louisville’s May Day 
protests and stifling dissent. Sometimes 
history repeats itself in troubling ways.

Alex Bradshaw is a proud, card-carrying 
member of the radical union The Industrial 
Workers of the World. Alex is also a member 
of No Borders Collective, a group that hosts 
radical educational events and distributes 
literature throughout the Louisville area.
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and a middle-class standard of living--all 
this against the largest, wealthiest and most 
powerful corporations on earth.  

The American public failed to see the 
carnage being wrought on our nation by 
the mass abandonment of thousands of 
American factories as corporations moved 
them to foreign soil to produce the same 
goods formerly made by American workers.  
They failed to see what a nation would be 
like for workers and their power when the 
right to strike was virtually eliminated.  

Now, the question has been called. 
Which side are YOU on? Are you going to 

The key to peace in the Middle East
Support a Two-State Solution to 

End the Israeli/Palestinian Conflict

VIGIL FOR PEACE
Every Friday, 12 Noon – 1:00 PM
Corner of 6th Street & Broadway 
Louisville, Kentucky

Louisville Committee for Israeli/Palestinian States (502.451.5658) www.louisvillepeace.org/twostates.html
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR)/Louisville Chapter (502.458.8056) www.louisville-for.org

American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC) /Kentucky Chapter (502.893.9828) www.adckentucky.com

Workers must fight corporations’ ‘unrelenting greed’

Bill Londrigan

by Bill Londrigan
Current events in Wisconsin, Indiana, 

Ohio and elsewhere demonstrate clearly 
what happens when workers are fooled by 
right-wing, billionaire-backed politicians 
masquerading as tea parties, conservatives, 
moderates and even friends of workers.  In 
states that have made the tragic error of 
allowing divide-and-conquer techniques 
to prevent workers from recognizing their 
true common enemy--wealthy Wall Street 
elites, corporate CEOs, bankers and their 
paid political enablers--unions are now 
targeted for destruction.

That might sound a bit complex, so let 
me break it down for you: Us (the workers 
of the nation and their unions) versus Them 
(the rich)! The underlying balance of power 
between Us and Them has shifted as a greater 
magnitude of wealth and power has been ac-
cumulated by a smaller and smaller portion 
of the population. The richest one-percent 
of Americans now controls the greatest 
concentration of wealth in history! They also 
control the greatest concentrations of media 
power and, thanks to the U.S. Supreme Court  
recent Citizens United decision, they now 
have the ability to spend unlimited corporate 
money buying elections.

The confluence of these historic 
accumulations and exercises of economic, 
political, and media power are fueling this 

insane push to kill the American labor 
movement--once and for all. This trend has 
been underway for the past forty-plus years 
beginning in the 1970s with the Business 
Roundtable’s plan to destroy the building 
trades unions, through the 1980s and 1990s 
with the not-so-free-trade agenda designed 
to kill off industrial unions, culminating 
in the current assault on public sector 
workers’ union rights. Over the past four 
decades corporate America has followed a 
systematic and coordinated union-busting 
strategy which is now being implemented 
against public sector unions by corporate 
controlled right-wing governors and state 
legislatures across our nation.  

During these four decades the corporate 
war on workers has been more or less under 
the radar of the general public. The general 
public has gone about its business while 
trade unionists across this nation have 
battled fiercely to protect standards and 
conditions for building trades workers; to 
replace so-called free-trade with fair-trade; 
to protect those in the service, transportation 
and a host of other occupations; and to 
provide public sector workers with the same 
right to bargain collectively for better wages 
and benefits as those in the private sector. 
The American labor movement has worked 
to protect the rights of all workers and to 
insure that those who work for a living have 
safe workplaces, wage and hour protections, 

be on the side of those whose agenda is to 
destroy the American labor movement? Are 
you going to support those that want to take 
away your right to bargain collectively with 
your employer for better wages and benefits? 
Are you going to support those that want to 
turn back the clock on public sector workers 
by denying their basic right to bargain 
collectively? Are you going to recognize 
that while corporations provide goods and 
services we value as well as paychecks 
for millions, they also have a dark side of 
unrelenting greed for extraordinary profits 
which can only be satisfied by exploiting 
workers and busting unions whenever and 
wherever they can?

To the workers of our nation, whether 
you are a Kentuckian, Badger, Hoosier, 
Buckeye or whatever, NOW is the time to 
turn around this four-decade corporate war 
on workers and for all those that labor for 
a living to STAND UP and FIGHT BACK 
against their corporate and wealthy oppres-
sors. Only with a strong labor movement 
will our democracy be sustained and the 
rights of workers here and around the globe 
protected against the unrelenting power and 
greed of large multinational corporations.

Bill Londrigan is President of the 
Kentucky State AFL-CIO and past President 
of the Kentucky Democratic Party.

Down the stretch they come – May Day on the outside
I need to rectify my ways—focusing 

this column so often on economic disasters, 
oppression of the working class, racial and 
gender disparities, and such. So, let me, 
in atonement, turn to a happy topic: the 
Kentucky Derby. More specifically, the 
Derby Parties. 

 The best known soiree, the Barnstable 
Brown Derby Eve Gala, and the oh so many 
others, attract movie and sports stars, and 
the grotesque garish gigolo and gigolette-ish 
trophies of private accumulation. To be fair, 
the gobs of dollars raised go to charities, if 
not also tax breaks.

At the same time as all this happiness, 
the Louisville Courier-Journal reports: 
“Free clinic aids workers in need.” And 
it continues: “2,500 patients [are] served 
by the Kentucky Racing Health Services 
Center. The nonprofit clinic has provided 
health care to backside workers at Churchill 
Downs and others working in Kentucky’s 
horse racing industry for six years.”

 Simpleton that I am, I must wonder why 
the glitterati raise money for the needy with 
the cameras rolling, on the one hand, and 
why they don’t include health care for the 
many people, and their families, who enable 
them to, in their finery, accept plaudits for 
winning races that the horses, jockeys, hot 
walkers and so many others really deserve.

 This month also recognizes May Day, 
a holiday, in its political aspect, begun in 

1886 in the United States. A wave of strikes 
demanded an eight hour workday. At the 
demonstration in Chicago, at Haymarket 
Square, it is alleged a bomb thrown by an 
anarchist led to the deaths of a dozen people 
(including several police officers) and the 
injury of over 100 more.

 The eight hour day was won, eventually, 
in the U.S., although bosses in the last fifty 
years instituted forced overtime, paying for 
extra hours worked rather than hiring more 
workers. Nonetheless, May Day, the U.S. 
holiday, was celebrated around the world, 
including in all the former socialist countries. 
In France, 120,000 people turned out for 
marches in 200 locations. Twelve thousand 
workers demonstrated in Athens, Greece. 

 The McCarthy period (the “red scare”) 
saw Labor Day, a more respectable scenario, 

replace May Day. Yet, in recent years, May 
Day has made a big comeback even in the 
U.S., with protests against globalization, and 
now also pushing for immigration reform. I 
have seen reports on the May Day demonstra-
tion in New York City placing the attendance 
between 20,000 and several hundred.

Demonstrations for justice at the 
workplace notwithstanding, the gap 
between rich and poor in the U.S. is 
widening. In 1980, CEOs made about 42 
times the pay of an average worker. In 2010 
it was 324 times.

 Reports PBS’s Newshour: CEO pay, 
including salaries, bonuses, and stock 
options, was up 24 percent last year, to a level 
higher than 2007, just before the recession 
hit. The 10 highest-paid executives made a 
combined $440 million. Six of them came 
from the world of media and entertainment, 
including the heads of Viacom and CBS.

 There is some good news to report 
concerning the National Labor Relations 
Board (NLRB), created during the New 
Deal of the 1930s to conduct union elec-
tions and to investigate and remedy unfair 
labor practices.

 Over many years the NLRB became 
a roadblock for worker justice and union 
representation. The New York Times  (April 
21), however, reports: “In what may be the 
strongest signal yet of the new pro-labor 
orientation of the National Labor Relations 

Board under President Obama, the agency 
filed a complaint ... seeking to force Boeing 
to bring an airplane production line back to 
its unionized facilities in Washington State 
instead of moving the work to a nonunion 
plant in South Carolina.”

 There have also been reports the NLRB 
will make it more difficult for companies to 
push union decertification elections.

 In April I was among 2,500 attendees 
at the National Conference for Media 
Reform held in Boston, Massachusetts. I 
have attended two previous conferences the 
group held. The continued monopolization 
of media, with massive job losses, coupled 
with automation, changing the nature of 
reporting, and forcing progressive media 
out of business, was addressed in many 
panels, workshops and plenaries.

 Whatever “objective” reporting there 
was in the past seems to be drowning in the 
quicksand of enhanced capital accumula-
tion. For example, we used to look at CNN as 
progressive media, and FOX as reactionary.

 Well, on May 4, at 6:30am, I was 
watching CNN News. Two guests were giv-
ing analysis of Afghanistan and the killing 
of Osama Bin Laden. One was Lisa Curtis, 
former CIA adviser, now with the Heritage 
Foundation. The second was David Rittgiss, 
former Special Forces officer, now with the 
Cato Institute. Both analyses came from the 
far right. Flashing on the bottom of the screen 
was an announcement about Sen. Richard 
Lugar (R-IN), and certainly no leftist, talking 
about us needing to withdraw from Afghani-
stan. Yet, Curtis and Rittgiss were saying 
the opposite. So much for CNN objectivity.

We close with a parable. A corporate 
CEO, a Tea Bagger, and a union member 
sit down at a plate of a dozen cookies. The 
CEO takes 11 of them and then tells the Tea 
Bagger, “Watch out for that union worker. 
He wants yours!”    

Ira Grupper is a longtime union activist 
and labor journalist. Contact Ira at irag@
iglou.com.
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2011 Peace Essay Winners
Four students have been selected as winners in the 2011 Peace Essay Contest co-sponsored by FOR and Interfaith Paths to Peace. 

The winners received cash awards at assemblies at their schools--at Male High School May 12 and at duPont Manual High School May 16.

by Alex Rubio
Nineteen ninety-seven was a year 

that would be a milestone in the realm of 
video gaming, the year that “Grand Theft 
Auto” was created and sold in stores across 
America. Later evolving to be one of the 
most violent games sold on the market, 
“Grand Theft Auto” could be referred to 
as the virtual version of Bonnie and Clyde 
including features such as shooting and 
killing innocent civilians, robbing stores 
and banks, and of course grand theft auto.

The game quickly became world 
renowned as its sequels were created. 
Its best selling version, “GTA IV,” sold 
over 20 million copies worldwide, but the 
series didn’t stop there  Rockstar Games 
industries continued to create “bigger 
and better” games for the series, ending 
up creating a total of ten games with 
additional, purchasable installments, selling 
a whopping sum of fifty million copies in 
total. “GTA” games are still being designed 
and produced, with new features and better 
graphics. But many people, including me, 
want answers, is there a limit to the violence 
and abuse in the game, and where is it? 

Everyone remembers what happened 
one fateful afternoon at Columbine High 
School in the small town of Littleton, Colo-
rado. Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold came to 
school that day, knowing that what they had 
been planning for a full year was to be put 
into action. They both came to school that 
day wearing long trench coats to conceal 

First Place The Virtual Dark Side
the armory that they had brought with them. 
Eric came heavily equipped with a 10-shot 
Hi-Point model 995-carbine rifle with the 
strap slung over his shoulder, underneath his 
coat. In addition, he carried a Springfield 67H 
12-gage pump shotgun that he had named 
“Arlene,” a character from the video game 
Doom. The shotgun was sawed down to a 
total of twenty-six inches so it would be easier 
to stash in his coat. Dylan brought with him 
an Intratec TEC-DC9, a nine-millimeter, 
semi-automatic handgun that was attached 
to a strap slung over his shoulder. Similar to 
Eric, Dylan had a Savage 311-D 12-gage, 
double-barrel shotgun with the barrel also 
sawed down to twenty-three inches.

Their plan on that day was to come to the 
school that they had gone to for four years 
and brutally massacre their class mates. 
This plan was blatantly influenced by the 
video game Doom. The two boys were both 
carrying an arsenal, interestingly similar to 
the arms carried by their customized avatars 
on the game. 

Researchers have learned that among 
children ten years of age, 59% of girls who 
play video games enjoy playing violent video 
games the most. 73% of boys who play video 
games enjoy playing violent video games 
the most. Even more astonishing, parents 
whose children are in grades 8-12, never 
check the video game’s maturity rating before 
purchasing the game. These statistics are 
disturbing, yet they are vital to the process 
of understanding and becoming more aware 
of what our youth are involved with today. 

In the future, game designers must 
consider the effects of their products, while 
keeping their customer’s preferences in 
mind. Imagine a game setting one hundred 
and fifty years from now in the northeastern 
region of the United States, where the 
cities between Boston, Massachusetts, and 
Washington D.C. have all merged together 
to become one super metropolis.

In the wake of an unprecedented popu-
lation growth, and medical revolution with 
nano-technology that could prevent any 
infection known to mankind, an asteroid, the 
size of a basketball crashes in rural Maine. 
Detected by seismologists, two scientists 
soon discover the crash site, but when they 
reach the crater created by the rock, they 
discover something extraordinary. The two 
scientists study the smoldering rock, but 
with a closer look, they find that it isn’t a 
rock at all; instead it is a capsule with an 
emblem exposed. It was presumably sent 
by an extra terrestrial civilization. Suddenly 
the capsule opens automatically, releasing a 
purple-colored gas. Coughing, and wheez-
ing, they load the capsule into their truck 
and bring it back to labs for investigation. 

This is where the interactive part of 
the game comes into play. The gamer, after 
viewing a quick movie displaying what is 
described above, finds out that they are 
actually playing as one of the scientists. 
They wake up and find that they are slowly 
developing symptoms that indicate a 
transformation in their DNA structure. They 
are turning into the alien race that cast the 

virus upon them. Now, it is up to them to 
discover the different features that come 
with their mutation, basically, super powers. 
The virus has spread into the general public 
and the human race has officially become 
seriously threatened. 

Next, the gamer’s avatar undergoes a 
dramatic increase in intelligence and they 
must develop a nano-swarm of nano bots 
to help defeat the virus. The gamer now 
controls their customized swarm and has 
the responsibility of saving all of humanity. 
Throughout the game, the player will 
experience situations, where he or she must 
use strategies that are creative, effective, 
and of course peaceful. 

We need a drastic and revolutionary 
change in the virtual and gaming world. The 
beginning of a new era must arise, where 
children and young adults actively learn 
peaceful skills that they can use to solve 
problems in their life and in the world. Video 
games where the characters all strive to 
work together instead of battle one another. 
The future is in the hands of my generation 
and the generations to come. Are we going 
to sit around and watch our world collapse 
under the constant weight of corruption and 
violence? Or can we save ourselves and 
send us on the flight plan to a safer world, 
a unified world, and a peaceful world. Can 
we escape the dark side of the virtual realm? 
It is up to us.    

 
Alex Rubio is a 9th grade student at 

duPont Manual High School.

Amari Dryden, 2nd placeAlex Rubio, 1st place Sepideh Karimi, 3rd place Kelsey DuLaney, 4th place

by Amari Dryden
Immigrants come from all over 

the world to America to try to taste the 
“American Dream” that we have all come 
to know. Ethnicity shouldn’t matter. They 
are still migrating for what they believe is 
a better life. Immigration has been one of 
the top priorities of government for the past 
few months. Legislation has been written 
to create more restrictions on immigration 
in certain states including Kentucky. News 
coverage has made it appear as if immigrants 
are arriving faster and faster, and they are 
taking our jobs--which is not the case. Ever 
since the Mexican-American War, we have 
been taking the land that used to belong to 
the Mexicans. We have pushed the border 
back numerous times.

In 1848, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hi-
dalgo, which ended the Mexican American 
War, gave the United States the areas of 
California, Nevada, New Mexico, Arizona, 
and parts of Utah and Colorado. In 1853, the 
United States acquired the southern tips of 
Arizona and New Mexico in the Gadsden 
Purchase, creating the border that stands 
today. In the Treaty of Guadalupe, 75,000 
Mexicans were living in the parts the United 
States had acquired. They were given a 

Second Place The Amnesty Campaign
choice; to stay and become U.S. citizens 
or move to Mexico. Eighty percent of the 
75,000 stayed.  

I do not believe it is fair to take land 
and move all the inhabitants out like we did 
with the Native Americans and the Mexi-
cans. That is why I have proposed a cam-
paign called the Amnesty Campaign. This 
campaign will decrease the number of 
undocumented immigrants trying to come 
into the United States in a peaceful way.

The Amnesty Campaign will allow 
immigrants to come to the U.S. and work 
for at least minimum wage in places where 
they are needed. The employer will send half 
of the workers’ wage to their family to help 
support them and the other half will stay 
with the worker for clothing, housing, and 
other basic needs. One of the main reasons 
why immigrants come to America is because 
they think there are better job opportunities 
and wages here. The economic status of 
Mexico may not be the best so they come 
here to work and earn money to send to their 
families in times of need. Yes, immigrants 
will probably still try to cross the border 
illegally because it is faster, but the Amnesty 
Campaign should help decrease the number 
of undocumented immigrants.

During World War II, when there 
was a shortage of men to work, the U.S. 
government negotiated with Mexico the 
Bracero Program. This program was 
designed to fill a manpower shortage due 
to the military draft. The Bracero Program, 
which started in 1942 and ended in 1964, 
granted Mexican immigrants temporary 
visas for six months to work in the 
U.S. During the Post-War peak, 500,000 
braceros came to work in farms in twenty-
eight different states.  This is similar to my 
proposal, but more options for immigrants to 
stay in the U.S. are offered in my campaign.

Currently there are an estimated twelve 
million undocumented immigrants in the 
U.S.  Five to six million are Mexican. Some 
businesses make undocumented immigrants 
work the jobs that no one else wants to 
do, and if they try to quit or refuse, the 
business turn them in to Immigration. Illegal 
immigrants are sometimes discovered 
through their employer, and they get 
deported back to their homeland. But what 
happens to the business that hired them 
knowing they were undocumented? The 
company normally isn’t punished. In my 
campaign, businesses and companies will 
be punished if they hire undocumented 

immigrants or treat them unfairly.
The Amnesty Campaign states that if an 

immigrant worker is in the United States for 
at least six months, has no criminal record, 
has done their job diligently, and wants to 
go to college or get a higher education they 
can do so.  Anyone who wants to get a high 
paying job in the world needs to have a good 
educational foundation to help them. This 
campaign will help increase the educational 
level for immigrants so they aren’t stuck 
doing horrible, underpaying jobs and it 
will lower the number of undocumented 
immigrants being smuggled over the border.  

My proposal is a win-win situation 
for both Mexicans and Americans. It will 
allow Mexicans to legally seek and obtain 
employment while also encouraging Ameri-
can businesses to legally employ them.  
Businesses will be punished for unlawful 
acts against undocumented immigrants and 
they will be punished for employing illegal 
immigrants.  America needs to approach 
this issue differently and peacefully and I 
believe my proposal is the answer. 

Amari Dryden is a 9th grade student 
at duPont Manual High School.
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2011 Peace Essay Winners – continued

 by Sepideh Karimi
Did you know that the most popular 

video game played by teenagers this year 
sold 4.7 million copies within the first 24 
hours of its release? On March 12, the game 
had sold over 14 million copies worldwide, 
making Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 
the second best selling video game ever 
in England and the third best selling video 
game in the United States. It’s a wonder 
how such violent games became so popular; 
how they got started, and how they spread 
so quickly.  

Video games such as these are impacting 
today’s adolescents at an alarming rate. You 
see, it’s all part of the learning process. 
The games are engaging, fast-paced and 
heart-racing; strategies which attracts 
teenagers. They reward violent behavior, 
and within these games certain violent 
actions are being repeated over and over. 
This process causes players to memorize 
the actions being presented. If exposure to 
violence is presented in a video game, then 
those actions may eventually be repeated 
by its audience.

 Think of it like note-taking. Some 
teachers give sentences repeats as a 
punishment to students. They tell them to 
write a certain sentence maybe 50 times 
because eventually they’ll memorize it; 
therefore learning their lesson. In this way, 
video games and sentence repeats have 
similar intentions and outcomes. 

Of course there are alternatives to such 
video games, just as there are alternatives 
to anything else. These alternatives 
also impacts players both mentally and 

Third Place A Passive Alternative
emotionally. Instead of rewarding players 
for doing crimes, a game could reward 
players for breaking up and stopping crimes. 
I propose that a video game is created in 
which the main avatar is the “Hallway 
Monitor” in the setting of a high school. 

In order to fulfill his/her daily 
requirements for a new badge, the Hallway 
Monitor must break up as many conflicts 
as he/she sees; using different methods of 
handling and responding to each one. The 
Monitor could either mollify the situation 
by talking it through, distracting the rivals, 
or using humor to make the situation less 
tense. There are many more peaceful 
resolutions that could be used. Each time 
the Hallway Monitor’s intervention leads 
to a peaceful solution and causes good for 
the halls, he/she gets more points which 
can eventually lead to getting the desired 
badge or award. As each level consecutively 
increases to a higher difficulty, the situations 
become harder and harder to resolve, 
which really tests the player’s patience and 
leadership skills.

If games like these are developed 
for children at younger ages I think it 
could really impact their perspective on 
violence and potentially decrease violent 
activity as they progressively age and 
mature. The positive benefits might include 
patience, peacefulness, leadership qualities, 
interactions in their social lives, outlook on 
life, academics and grades, and their abilities 
to resist peer pressure. On the other hand, 
violent behavior patterns somehow find 
ways to creep into a variety of situations, 
impacting a person throughout their life. 

Playing more peaceful games, like the 
one described, could turn a fist fight into 
an emotional conversation about the truth.

Retired Lt. Col. Dave Grossman of the 
U.S. Army says, “The games that permit 
a child to hold and aim a gun, and fire it 
at humans, are particularly harmful, since 
these devices teach shooting skills. They are 
firearms training devices at best, and murder 
simulators at worst.” His experiences 
dealing with human aggression include 
being a West Point psychology professor, 
a professor of military science, the author 
of a Pulitzer nominated book and numerous 
encyclopedia entries concerning this topic. 

Grossman’s case study states, “The 
classic case of the influence of video games 
can be found in the Paducah , Kentucky , 
school shooting. I served as a consultant 
in this case, and my understanding of the 
facts, based upon official records, is that 
Michael Carneal, a 14-year old boy who 
had never fired a handgun before, stole a 
pistol, fired a few practice shots the night 
before and came into his school the next 
morning with the gun. 

In this case 8 shots were apparently 
fired, for 8 hits--4 of them head shots, one 
neck, and 3 upper torsos. This is simply 
astounding, unprecedented marksmanship, 
especially when it comes from a child who 
apparently had never fired a real pistol in his 
life (prior to stealing the gun) and had only 
fired a .22 caliber rifle once at a summer 
camp. I have fired many tens of thousands of 
rounds of ammunition, and even with all of 
this I sincerely doubt that I could have fired 
as accurately under these circumstances.”

Advertisements for video games have 
also become excessive. Things said in 
commercials are absolutely outrageous and 
should not be allowed to be aired on public 
television. One of the ads says, “Kill your 
friends guilt free.” Another says, “More 
fun than shooting your neighbor’s cat.” 
One of the Play station advertisements 
says, “Destroying your enemies is not 
enough … you must devour their souls.” I 
remember watching one of the Call of Duty 
commercials a couple weeks ago, and their 
main appeal was to stress that the mothers of 
teens who play these games won’t approve 
of it. And yet, these same mothers keep 
buying the games for their children. Most 
people don’t realize the harm these games 
could potentially do for their kids. 

In conclusion, video games can 
influence a person’s life and skills 
immensely, to a point where innocent 
lives are in danger as a result. Violence 
in video games isn’t just a recreational 
activity; it can be potentially perilous to 
people everywhere. The case in Paducah, 
Kentucky is a perfect example. Michael 
Carneal had no experience in shooting a 
gun, although video games increased his 
skill level and shooting knowledge when 
it came to real-life killing. We need to start 
acknowledging these problems worldwide, 
before crime rates drastically increase in 
future generations. Human aggression is a 
serious problem, which needs consideration 
sooner or later.

 
 Sepideh Karimi is a student at duPont 

Manual High School.

by Kelsey DuLaney
The United States attributes great pride 

in being a place of equal rights and numer-
able freedoms. Our Statue of Liberty stands 
as a constant reminder of the thousands of 
immigrants who found homes in this land of 
opportunity. But with the increasing amount 
of tension along the U.S and Mexican border, 
we have failed to uphold our status as the 
“Great American Melting Pot.” 

Conflict with Mexico peaked with 
the Mexican- American War and in some 
form, has persisted ever since. Mexico had 
territories north of its current borders, but 
with America’s victory and the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, “renounced all claims 
to Texas north of the Rio Grande, thus 
giving the U.S. undisputed control of Texas, 
establishing the current  international 
border along the Rio Grande River, and 
ceding to the United States those parts of 
Mexico which have subsequently become 
the states of California, Nevada, Utah, New 
Mexico, most of Arizona and Colorado, as 
well as parts of Oklahoma, Kansas, and 
Wyoming.” This was a tremendous victory 
for the United States and the Mexican 
government remained somewhat bitter. 

The remnants of the original conflict 
can be observed in border disputes today. 

Fourth Place A House United
Mexico is now associated with an abundance 
of violence, gangs and drugs especially along 
the border. Smuggling has also become an 
issue. The U.S. has ineffectively dealt with 
the problems by placing border control to 
guard the border and creating a fence to bar 
the Mexican people from America. This 
most likely angers the Mexican people. It 
may keep out some of the drug lords and 
gang leaders, but also excludes the inno-
cent people desiring to become American 
citizens. Where is the justice in that?

A better solution would be a more 
diplomatic approach. Perhaps collaborating 
more with the Mexican government would 
lead to less confusion along the border. At 
the very least, the fence should be taken 
down. In some ways it resembles the 
Berlin Wall, which separated Eastern and 
Western Germany: it signifies oppression, 
discrimination, and intolerance. Is that the 
image that the land of opportunity wishes 
to project? With a border nation, ally, and 
NAFTA partner, it would be wise for the U.S. 
to appease our neighbors in some ways for 
the sake of the common good. If the fence 
could be torn down, would that not send a 
message of change and open-mindedness 
to the Mexican government?

In addition, our government should 

make the citizenship process less strenuous 
so that Mexicans will be less inclined to 
cross the border “illegally.” Many of the 
problems along the border include people 
coming to America without first going 
through necessary procedures. By making 
it less stressful on them, it shows so much 
that we care for them as human beings.  
Dropping the derogatory phrase “illegal 
aliens” from our languages would be helpful. 
Showing proper respect and empathy would 
go a long way in strengthening Mexican- 
American relations.

Our 16th President, Abraham Lincoln 
once said, “A house divided against itself 
cannot stand.” In a time of slavery, he said 
that “the nation could not permanently exist 
half slave and half free.” This inability to 
split against each other is clearly represented 

with the tensions along the U.S and Mexican 
border. If the conflict was justified, the 
magnitude of the problems would seem less 
extreme. But the issues along the border go 
deeper than our government cares to realize: 
we refuse to accept the Mexican people and 
our prejudices fuel the conflict. Diplomacy, 
integrity and empathy and all the actions in 
the world will amount to so much more, if 
we begin to recognize that we, as human 
beings are one in the same. Culturally, 
morally, spiritually we may be different, but 
our differences make us unique; and it is our 
humanity that serves as our common bond. 
When we stop recognizing the similarities, 
we lose the essence of who we are.

Kelsey DuLaney is an 11th grade 
student at Louisville Male High School.

The Third Thursday 
Lunch series, which is 
co-sponsored by the 
Louisville FOR and 

Interfaith Paths to Peace, 
will pause for the summer. 

The monthly lunch and 
informational program 

will resume in September.

Today the Foundation for a Healthy 
Kentucky released results from the 2010 
Kentucky Health Issues Poll (KHIP).  The 
annual KHIP, conducted by the Institute for 
Policy Research at the University of Cincin-
nati, is jointly funded by the Foundation for 
a Healthy Kentucky and The Health Founda-
tion of Greater Cincinnati.  Stay tuned for 
releases of additional KHIP reports in the 
coming weeks. 

The 2010 Kentucky Health Issues 
Poll surveyed Kentuckians about their 
perceptions of the most important 
health issue facing men, women and 
children.  Kentuckians identified chronic 
diseases as the most important health issues, 
though not necessarily the chronic diseases 
which most contributed to mortality in the 
Commonwealth.  Death due to chronic 

Exploring Kentuckians’ 
Greatest Health Risks and 
Leading Causes of Death

diseases, including those identified in the 
KHIP, can be reduced by eating right, 
exercising and avoiding smoking.      

The KHIP found that:  
Just over 1 in 3 adults identified cancer 

as the most important health issue for 
men.  Research shows that heart disease 
was the leading cause of death in Kentucky 
men in 2009.

Around 1 in 6 women identified cancer 
as their most important health issue and 
leading cause of death.

Obesity (29%), diabetes (9%), and 
cancer (8%) were identified as the most 
important health risks among Kentucky 
youth.  Accidents are actually the leading 
cause of death of children.



June 1 (Wed) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY 
FORUM. Meets the first Wednesday of each month. The 
forum promotes sustainability and nurtures relationships 
which create a community for change. Bring your lunch 
and enjoy The company of like-minded people. Noon to 
1:45 PM, Passionist Earth & Spirit Center, the Barn at 
1924 Newburg Road.

June 4 (Sat) ANNUAL AMERICANA WORLD 
FESTIVAL. Where Louisville meets the world. 
Americana Community Center, 11 AM to 9 PM. Vibrant 
international music and dance. Multicultural food, 
handmade crafts, local vendors, community information, 
Kids Zone, and soccer tournament. Call 366-7813 for 
more information or visit www.americanacc.org

June 4 (Sat) ANNUAL SOUTHERN INDIANA 
INTERFAITH SERVICE St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
New Albany. Prayers, readings,  reflections and music 
from many of the world’s great religions. See “Art on 
the Parish Green.” Visit http://path2peace.org 

June 4 (Sat) CHURCH WOMEN UNITED, Leadership 
Development. First Lutheran Church, 417 East Broadway.  
Team building practice and group responsibility. Registration 
10:00. Training starts at 10:30. www.cwulou.org

June 4 (Sat) SATURDAY ACADEMY – 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY GALA. Muhammad Ali Center, 
One Muhammad Ali Plaza, 144 N. Sixth St, Louisville, 
KY 40202. For more information, contact Clest Lanier, 
cvlani01@gwise.louisville.edu or Bani Hines Hudson, 
bhineshudson@yahoo.com

June 5 (Sun) “AIM HIGHER” focusing on military 
counter-recruitment. Every 1st Sunday at 7 PM, 
2236 Kaelin Avenue at the FOR office. This group 
welcomes invitations to speak about conscientious 
objection, military recruitment, and the possibility for 
high school students to “opt out” of having their names 
given to recruiters. Call Jim Johnson, 262-0148.

June 5 (Sun) PANDORA’S ‘LBGTQ Youth Project.’ 
Unity of Louisville, 757 S Brook Street, 2 PM. Call the 
Fairness Campaign, 893-0788.

June 8 (Wed) KITLAC (Kentucky Interfaith Taskforce 
on Latin America and the Caribbean). Every second 
Wednesday at Louisville Presbyterian Seminary (Winn 
Center). 7:30 PM. For more information, call David 
Horvath at 479-9262 or Pat Geier at 456-6586.

June 9 (Thurs) THE FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB. 
Meets the second Thursday of the month, for those 
interested in learning about fair trade and the American 
system of economics of Hamilton and Clay. 6:30 PM, 
1838 Frankfort Ave. For more information, contact John 
Miller at papajohn15@bellsouth.net.

June 9 (Thurs) APPAF (American Palestine Public Affairs 
Forum). Every second Thursday. A documentary film 
exploring the situation in Middle East will be presented. 
7 PM, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, 1044 Alta Vista 
Road, Nelson Hall, Room 119. For more information, 
call Bashar Masri, 773-1836.

June 11 (Sat) PEAK OIL. Every 2nd Saturday, Main 
Library, 4th & York, Mezzanine, Boardroom. 9 AM. 
Call George Perkins, 425-6645.

June 11 (Sat) WOMEN4WOMEN REPAIR AFFAIR 
DAY. Help paint a home selected by New Directions 
Housing Corporation (NDHC). Call 561-0860, ext. 226 
or e-mail joyce@w4w.org

June 11 (Sat) THE SOUL FOOD FESTIVAL. Waterfront 
Park. Enjoy the aroma of traditional soul food cooking 
in the air. Bring families & friends for a day of reunion, 
fellowship and live entertainment. For more information 
call 888-512-SHOW or visit www.ilovesoulfood.com

June 12 (Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE. Every second Sunday. 
The vigil is in remembrance of all those suffering from 
conflicts in the Middle East. Bring a sign. 5-6 PM, 
Bardstown Road at Douglass Blvd. Sponsored by LPAC 
(Louisville Peace Action Community). For more 
information, call Harold Trainer at 387-9490.

 June 18 (Mon) DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE ISSUE 
OF FORsooth. Contact Peter Fosl, editor, at 291-
2506 or fpsol@me.com. Please email new or updated 
calendar listings to calendar.peace@gmail.com.

June 17 (Thurs) THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH. Rudyard 
Kipling Restaurant, 11:30 AM. This would be our usual 
monthly meeting location and time, except that, we take 
off the summer. See the next issue of Forsooth for future 
meetings. For more information, contact Jean Edwards 
at 458-8056 or edwardsfor@bellsouth.net or Cathy Ford 
at 458-1223 or fordhoff@bellsouth.net.

June 17 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER HEALTH 
CARE. Every third Thursday, 5:30 PM. Note special 
location this month: First Unitarian Church, 809 South 
Fourth Street. Call Kay Tillow, 636-1551.

June 17 (Fri) KENTUCKIANA PRIDE PARADE. Main 
Street in downtown Louisville, 8:00 PM. Call the 
Fairness Campaign, 893-0788.

Regular Meeting Times for 
Area Organizations
911 TRUTH LOUISVILLE (502-609-6020)
ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF 
KENTUCKIANA – 2nd Thursday (485-1248)
AIDS INTERFAITH MINISTRIES (AIM) OF 
KENTUCKIANA, INC. – 1st Tuesday (574-6085 or 574-6086)
AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB – 
4th Tuesday (459-0616)
AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND 
STATE – 3rd Thursday, every other month at noon (608-7517)
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL – 1st Saturday (637-8951)
APPAF [AMERICAN PALESTINE PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
FORUM] – 2nd Thursday (895-8155)
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – Last Monday (239-4317)
CAPA [CITIZENS AGAINST POLICE ABUSE] –
2nd Thursday (778-8130)
CART [COALITION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION] – 3rd Wednesday,
Union Station, TARC Board Room (893-5172)
CLOUT [CITIZENS OF LOUISVILLE ORGANIZED AND
WORKING TOGETHER] – (583-1267)
COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST – 
2nd Monday (456-6586)
COMMON CAUSE – Ad hoc discussions. Continuous 
engagement. (454-7797)
COMMUNIST PARTY USA – 1st & 3rd Sundays at 2:00 PM 
(384-3875)
COMMUNITY FARM ALLIANCE OF JEFFERSON 
COUNTY – 2nd Tuesday (775-4041)
CONVERSATION CAFE – Wednesday evenings (560-0085)
COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” – 
Second Sunday (893-2334)
EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE – 2nd Saturday (299-9520) 
www.LouisvilleEarthSave.org
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community dialogues and 
volunteer opportunities (893-0788)
FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB – 1st Thursday, 
papajohn15@bellsouth.net
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION – 
4th Monday (609-7985 or 291-2506)
FRIENDS FOR HOPE (Support Group for Adult Cancer 
Survivors) – 1st Thursday (451-9600)
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE – 2nd Tuesday 
(893-8436)
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB – 
3rd Tuesday (897-3335)
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays & Saturdays (637-6265)
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE – 1st Tuesday (214-7322)
IRFI [ISLAMIC RESEARCH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL, 
INC.] – Sundays at 6:00 PM (502-423-1988)
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (582-5454)
JURISDICTIONARY CLUB OF LOUISVILLE – 
Know the law and how to use it (500-8161)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – (345-5386)
KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] – 
2nd Monday (589-3188)
KITOD [KENTUCKIANA INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON 
DARFUR] – (553-6172)
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL 
REPRESSION – 3rd Monday (778-8130)
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY – 
(541-9998)
KITLAC [KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN 
AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN] – 2nd Wednesday (479-9262)
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN 
STATES – 3rd Sunday (451-5658)
LOUISVILLE PEAK OIL GROUP – 2nd Saturday (425-6645)
LPAC [LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY] – 
(456-6914)
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH – 
Meditation every Sunday (473-8435)
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights 
(893-0788), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY (LIFE) – 
4th Sunday (384-3875)
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday 
(895-0866 or 899-9261)
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION – 
4th Wednesday (584-6858)
MIGHTY KINDNESS – mightykindness@gmail.com 
(235-0711)
MUHAMMAD ALI INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND 
JUSTICE, at UL (852-6372)
NAACP [NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF COLORED PEOPLE] – 3rd Monday (776-7608)
NAMI [NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL] 
– 2nd Monday (245-5287)
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND 
GAYS (P-FLAG) – 3rd Sunday (329-0229)
PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML – 
(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)
RCRC [RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR REPRODUCTIVE 
CHOICE] – (866-606-0988)
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
SIERRA CLUB INNER CITY OUTINGS – 2nd Thursday, 7:30 
PM (558-0073)
WOMEN IN TRANSITION (WIT) – every Wednesday, 
6-8 PM (636-0160)

Note: If your group would like to be added to this list or if information 
needs to be updated, please let us know by calling 458-8056.

Calendar for peacemakers

Please recycle FORsooth to a friend, 
and please ask her or him to do the same.

June 18 (Sat) KENTUCKIANA PRIDE FESTIVAL. 
Belvedere, Fifth & Main, Noon-11 pm. Call 502/649-
4851, or go to www.kentuckianapridefestival.com

June 18 (Sat) WORLD REFUGEE DAY FESTIVAL. 
Live music, ethnic food, arts and crafts, and international 
games. Kentucky Refugee Ministries. Visit www.kyrm.org

June 24 (Fri) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABLE 
LIVING FAIR adds free workshops alongside it’s 
50 plus “Green” Exhibitors at 5th Annual Street Fair. 
Meet a wide variety of local environmentally friendly 
businesses, organizations and technologies in a street 
fair environment. Participants include groups supporting 
the local vegetarian food movement; groups supporting 
change around climate and energy consumption; and 
groups seeking to create a more sustainable city. Free 
and open to the community. See www.cliftonuu.org or 
call (502) 895-3189 for more information.

June 27 (Mon) F.O.R. STEERING COMMITTEE. Pres-
byterian Seminary, 1044 Alta Vista Road. Every fourth 
Monday. Visitors encouraged. For more information, 
call Pat Geier at 456-6586 or Peter Fosl at 291-2506.

July 1 (Fri) HEALING HISTORY ACADEMY. Anne 
Braden Institute for Social Justice at UofL. Take an 
exciting six-month-long journey to parts of Louisville 
and U.S. history your textbooks never taught. Participants 
will meet with local educators, artists, performers, 
historians, and community advocates to consider the 
meaning and unfinished business of social and racial 
justice movements of the 20th century U.S. Participants 
share the knowledge they gained with others and develop 
action plans. One session per month beginning August. 
Entirely Free. For more information visit http://al.comm.
louisville.edu/abi/?page_id=655 or call 852-6142.

July 7 (Thurs) FORsooth LABELING. Presbyterian 
Seminary, Administration Building, Room 10. 6:30 PM. 
We need volunteers! Many hands make light work, and 
the opposite is also true! So please join us if you can. 
Call 458-8056 for more information!

July 9 (Sat) ANNUAL GATHERING OF ACTIVISTS, 
Potluck & Conversation. 1818 Utica Pike, Jeffersonville, 
IN. 3:00-8:00 PM. At 5:00 pm, time for introductions, 
sharing of concerns and issues, and photo. RSVP to 
Johanna Camenish, 459-9389, or nancygallclayton@
earthlink.net (641-8798). Please bring your activist 
friends, especially young people.

July 28 (Thu) METRO COUNCIL’S ENERGY AND 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE will hear an 
introduction to the “Partnership for a Green City’s 
Climate Action Report.” The meeting is open to the 
public. Metro Council Chambers, NW corner of 6th & 
Jefferson, 3rd floor, at 3 PM

Aug 6 (Sat) ANNUAL HIROSHIMA & NAGASAKI 
COMMEMORATIONS – Events include tolling of the 
Cathedral Bell, readings from Thomas Merton’s works, 
the traditional Japanese lantern floating ceremony. Visit 
http://paths2peace.org

Aug 13 (Sat) “PEOPLE NOT POISONS” – Environmental 
Justice Day in Chickasaw Park, 1 PM until 5:30 PM. Stay 
tuned for more details. Save the Date!

OUT OF TOWN
June 8-13 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 

CONFLICT RESOLUTION EDUCATION . 
Engage in interdisciplinary collaboration on the 
development of infrastructure in CRE. Presentations 
will focus on innovations in local, state, national, 
and international communities. Learn about best 
practices, evaluation methodology, creation of policy 
implementation structures, and new and innovative use 
of training, resources and technology. Sponsored by 
the National Peace Academy and others. Visit www. 
nationalpeaceacademy.us

June 11-12 CHANGING THE POLITICS OF HUNGER. 
Annual Bread for the World Gathering. How to influence 
legislation. Lobby for the U.N. Millennium Development 
Goals (MDG) Meet development experts, policy makers, 
And NGO leaders. Visit www.bread.org

June 24-26 NATIONAL CONFERENCE AT KENT 
STATE UNIVERSITY IN OHIO for jobs, peace and 
justice. Say “NO” to cutting Social Security, Medicare, 
Medicaid, education, social services, and workers’ 
rights. Help build a movement. For more information, 
e-mail emergencylabor@aol.com or call 216-736-4715.

July 8-19 (Fri-Tue) INVITATION TO ACTION IN 
PALESTINE. The Palestine Justice Network invites 
1,000 internationals to join with 1,000 Palestinians to 
demonstrate against the Israeli occupation and to rebuild 
houses destroyed by the IDF. Go to www.palestinejn.org, 
or e-mail Polly Johnson at phj5@insightbb.com


