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Lend an ear, loose a limb,
quadriplegic warns youth
by Ken Nevitt
John Sterner faces the Mazzoli Federal
Building in late July, waiting for military recruits
to appear. The young recruits are provided free
room and meals while in Louisville in exchange
for lending their ears to the sophisticated recruiters.
Sterner is there to tell them — and show
them — that in addition to their ears, they may
lose their eyes, their arms and legs, or, as John
did, their ability to move about on their own.
Members of the FOR and Louisville Peace
Action Community (LPAC) joined Sterner for
this counter-recruitment and two others going
back to June, protesting military recruiting
practices and mistreatment of veterans.
Sterner, a 1965 graduate of Manual High
School, attended Western Kentucky University
and joined the U. S. Army during the Vietnam
War. Following the signing of the Treaty of
Paris ending U.S fighting, Sterner and a few
others were preparing to go to Vietnam to bring
our prisoners of war home as part of their duty.
The dock that Sterner was on came apart,
violently throwing him into the water.
Sterner was flown to a military hospital,
where, he recalled, he witnessed the true horrors
of war. There he saw young soldiers who were
missing limbs, and others who no longer had
faces. He recalled one young man who had
been severely burned by our napalm, a soldier
who avoided all contact with others, frightened
by his own appearance.
Sterner was later transferred to the
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John Sterner
Veterans Administration Spinal Cord Center
in Memphis, and finally returned home, a
quadriplegic. That year, 1973, he joined the
Paralyzed Veterans of America.
“Veterans are the only ones who are
interested in helping Vets” he explained from
his wheelchair in an interview a few days after
demonstrating by the federal building. Sterner
is not against our military, nor against our
soldiers, he said. The young man who previously
cared for Sterner for nine years is now in the Air
Force, Sterner said, and he worries that he will
return scarred for life.
Sterner is upset by our government’s
decisions to send our children into a unilateral,

(continued on page 3)

Over troubled waters
— photos by Eddie Davis

Marchers from unions and justice
organizations walk across the George
Rogers Clark Memorial Bridge from
Louisville to Jeffersonville, Ind. in June
to support universal health care for
Americans. One marcher, right, wears a
shirt announcing the March for Our
Lives by the United Nations headquarters slated for Aug. 30 to support better
health and education and living wage
jobs. For more information on the Aug.
30 march, e-mail wrl@warresisters.org.

‘This is wrong,’ advocate says of homelessness in US
by Ike M. Thacker IV
and Eustace Durrett
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at shelters — they can’t afford food after paying
their rent. Many people who would otherwise
be on Section 8, are not, simply because they
cannot afford the required payment of 30 percent
of their income. If your income is only $600 per
month, you simply cannot afford to pay even
$180 in rent, because it leaves only a little more
than $400 for everything else.
So, how should we think about this problem
of homelessness? Gordon, citing Martha Burt
of the Urban Institute, suggested that there are
three main causes of homelessness, which result
in three main strata of homeless people. The
first cause is the result of entitlement program
deficiencies and is called “structural;” the
second major cause of homelessness is
“personal” and involves such things as illness
(including mental illness) and substance abuse;
and the third group of progenitors of
homelessness has to do with economic and
social factors and is called “systemic.” The
strata of homeless people that are created are:
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lose everything but life and limb (and sometimes
those). So, there are likely many more homeless
than is generally reported, Gordon said, which
is particularly bad because, according to that
2002 “Snapshot,” some 63.4 percent of
Louisville’s homeless have been without a place
to call home for more than 6 months (36.2
percent for more than a year).
Neither is homelessness confined to one
or two areas of the City: Gordon pointed out
that there are homeless persons in Louisville
whose former address was in 37 of our 40 ZIP
codes. Similarly, 22.8 percent of homeless men
and women in Louisville have a college degree.
Even advanced education is not a sure way to
avoid living on the streets.
All of this should not be surprising when
one realizes, as Gordon noted, that a marketrate two-bedroom apartment costs $538 a month
in Louisville. This requires that a person make
more than $11 per hour to afford an apartment;
to do so at minimum wage ($5.15 per hour),
Gordon said, would require working 87 hours a
week! No wonder many people with homes eat
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There should, in this rich country, be
absolutely zero tolerance for homelessness.
Period. And we are not the only ones who think
so: there exists a National Alliance to End
Homelessness that, at its 2000 national
conference, introduced a plan to end
homelessness in 10 years.
This would seem to be a laudable and
eminently achievable goal, in a country that
somehow has already found at least $87 billion
to fight Saddam Hussein and his minions.
However, Louisville’s Coalition for the
Homeless executive director Marlene Gordon,
in an informal tour de force presented to the
People’s Budget committee of the Coalition for
the People’s Agenda in May made it abundantly
(if tragically) clear that it is still, nearly halfway
through the Alliance’s timetable, very easy to
become homeless in the United States.
As a result, she added, there are literally
legions of homeless people whose predicament
blights our nation.
So easy is it, in fact, to become homeless
in the U.S., that, Gordon reported, more than
11,000 people used homeless services in
Louisville alone last year. Estimates of the
figure for the country as a whole vary widely,
but a good benchmark is that at least 750,000 to
800,000 men, women, and children are homeless

on any given night in America. A “Snapshot”
taken of the problem of homelessness in
Louisville in 2002 and distributed by Gordon at
the meeting found that only a little more than
half of these “street urchins” were unattached
men, and there were actually more unattached
children (1,783) than unattached women
(1,688)! As Gordon so simply but eloquently
put it, “This is wrong.”
Perhaps especially egregious is the fact
that the “Snapshot” showed nearly 30 percent
(29.9 percent) of these homeless persons are
working, and that 44.9 percent of those working
are working full time. A full-time job would
seem to at least entitle a person to someplace to
call home! This means that 13.4 percent of
homeless people working full time.
Of the approximately 96,000 students in
Jefferson County Public Schools, the JCPS Office
of Equity and Poverty said, almost 4,000 do not
have a permanent address. This last fact makes it
less surprising that the U.S. Conference of Mayors
reported in December 2001 that, on average,
families with children constitute 40 percent of the
homeless population in the United States.
And, Gordon pointed out, these figures
are only for people who actually use the shelter
system. The “hidden homeless” — those who
meet the definition of being homeless but do
not consider themselves so — are not even
counted! Nor are the many folks who just don’t
like homeless shelters, where often one can

Author: President’s actions contradict Bible teachings
by Terry Taylor
Longtime Louisville peace activist Joe
Martos of St. William Catholic Parish has just
published a book that takes a critical look at the
actions and policies of George W. Bush.
May God Bless America: George W. Bush
and Biblical Morality has been hailed by many
nationally prominent Catholic and Protestant leaders, including Richard Rohr and E. Glenn Hinson.
The book is available in the area at Carmichael’s
Bookstores and Borders Booksellers.
May God Bless, which costs $19.95 and is
published by Fenestra Books of Tucson, Az., is
not be the first book to take a close look at the
spirituality George W. Bush, a man who publicly
announced that he believed God had chosen
him to be President. However, it is the first to
measure the President’s supposedly Biblically
based ethics against the yardstick of mainstream
Judeo-Christian views of peace and justice.
In commenting on his book, Joe Martos said:
“I take President Bush to task for contradicting the
clear teachings of the Bible about stewardship of
the land, compassion for the needy, protection of
human rights, and loving one’s enemies. I attribute
this contradiction to the President’s selective
reading of the scriptures, a reading that looks for
personal inspiration and misses what the Bible
says about justice. I don’t think the President is
lying. I believe that he suffers from self-deception.”
President Bush was raised in the Episcopal Church and currently belongs to the United
Methodist Church. He describes himself in no
uncertain terms as “born again” and associates
himself with many of the ideas and practices
embraced by politically conservative Evan-

gelical Christians. The President has publicly
stated that he feels as though God has chosen
him to be President. The President’s faith influences (and sometimes fails to influence) the
impact of U.S. governmental policies and actions on hundreds of millions of people in this
country and throughout the world. Joe believes
that it is fair and, in fact, imperative to examine
the President’s actions and measure them against
Judeo-Christian beliefs and mandates as they
are stated in both testaments of the Bible.
According to Joe, “Christians who take
the Bible seriously have reason to worry. George
W. Bush may be a good man who is leading his
country down the wrong path. He may be well
intentioned but violating God’s law anyway. If
this is the case, then God will not bless America,
despite the president’s frequent prayer to the
contrary. Like ancient Israel, the United States
may be drifting toward disaster.”
May God Bless provides insights that are
valuable not only for Catholics, Protestants and
Orthodox Christians, but also for Jews and for
persons of other religions or of no professed faith.
As the nation prepares for a contentious presidential
election that is now just over three months away,
May God Bless provides an excellent resource for
personal investigation, as well as for Bible study
and Sunday school classes.
One of the hidden jewels of Joe’s approach
is that the same ethical yardstick that he uses to
measure the President’s ethics can also be used
in a fairly objective way to measure the proposed
policies of Presidential candidates John Kerry,
Ralph Nader and Dennis Kucinich. Moreover,
each reader who espouses a Christian ethical
worldview can measure his or her personal
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actions against the same ruler.
Rev. Richard Rohr, of the Center for Action
and Contemplation, says of the book, “The
author has the ability to discern and disclose
what is really happening behind the religious
language of our government. If we do not hear
such wisdom and long for such vision, America
is in a position to do untold damage to its own
future and the rest of the world.”
Baptist scholar E. Glenn Hinson, Professor
Emeritus at Baptist Theological Seminary in
Richmond, Va., says, May God Bless America
is “a thoroughly informed, balanced, and
judicious critique of the politics of the Bush
administration. It is a ‘must’ read for informed
Christians concerned about the present
administration’s policies and practices
regarding the environment and resources,
distribution of wealth, human rights, and the
use of force to advance political ends.”
Others who have praised the book include
John Driver, author of How Christians Made
Peace with War; Professor Charles E. Curran of

What does it mean to be people of faith in
a time when the temptation to turn the American
democracy into an empire seems particularly
strong? Is it time to re-examine the relationship
between God and Caesar? These are just some
of the questions that will be explored in the
course “Christian American or American
Christian?,” one of the offerings in the Center
for Faith and Action’s new fall series.
Led by the Rev. Dee Wade, pastor of the
Anchorage Presbyterian Church, this class will
use William Sloane Coffin’s new book, Credo,
as well as writings by Wendell Berry, Will
Campbell, and the Neibuhrs. Discussion will
focus on the interplay of faith and politics,
theology and sociology, peacemaking and war
making at the beginning of the 21st Century.
The class will meet on five Wednesday
evenings, beginning October 6. The series will

be at the James Lees Presbyterian Church, 1741
Frankfort Avenue in Louisville.
Other courses this fall will include an
ecumenical version of the highly acclaimed
JustFaith curriculum, created by Louisvillian
Jack Jezreel and “Doing Thomas Merton,” led
by Terry Taylor, former director of the Merton
Foundation and Cathedral Heritage Foundation.
The focus will be on learning Merton’s
practices by doing them, not just reading and
talking about them. Harry Pickens will again
offer his popular workshop, “Reclaiming Your
Power to Change the World.”
Also in the fall series is a two-Saturday
workshop on “Mandala: Wheel of Life,” led by
Louisville artist and teacher Glenn Raymond.
For more information, go to faithaction.org or call (502) 896-0172.
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Questions on role of faith
to highlight course series

“Earth Friendly Living: Acknowledging Our
Oneness with God and All Creation”

Friday, September 17 – 7:00 pm
Saturday, September 18 – 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

Southern Methodist University; George Edwards,
Professor Emeritus of Louisville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary; and Professor Glen H.
Stassen of Fuller Theological Seminary.
Joe earned his Ph.D. at DePaul University
and has written four books on theology and
spirituality. He has also co-authored four books
on spirituality with Fr. Richard Rohr, and has
co-edited two books on Christian history and
church practices. He is the former Director of
the Russell Institute of Religion and Ministry at
Spalding University.
Joe has a continuing interest in world
peace, social justice, and ecology. He is a
member of Amnesty International, Bread for
the World, 20/20 Vision, Pax Christi and other
national organizations. He has been active in
local social justice activities sponsored by the
FOR and the Kentuckiana Interfaith Taskforce
on Latin America and the Caribbean.
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Sharon Abercrombie will be our keynote speaker Friday evening and Saturday morning.
Four other presenters will give simultaneous workshops on Saturday as well.
Ms. Abercrombie, a Louisville native, is coming to us from California where she currently
lives and works as assistant editor of EarthLight magazine, an environmental/spiritual
magazine. Her presentations will incorporate the work of mainstream Christian
philosophers such as Thomas Berry. She will reflect on the ‘disconnect’ between the
natural and sacred worlds that most of us are experiencing today, and help us make the
connection between the two (acknowledging our oneness with God and all creation).
Participants may choose two of the following four workshops on Saturday:

Editor ............................................................................ George Morrison
Calendar editor .................................................................. Jean Edwards
Production manager ....................................................... Barbara Powers
Bulk mailing ............................................................. Beverley Marmion

“Your Fork – A Powerful Tool for the Environment”
with Jennifer Beaird Rubenstein from EarthSave
“Landscaping with the Natives – Toward Harmony with Nature”
with Portia Brown from Wild Ones
“Creating LIFE – a Locally Integrated Food Economy”
with Bonnie S. Cecil of Community Farm Alliance
“Water, Water Everywhere, But Is It Fit to Drink?”
with Rosetta Fackler of KY Division of Water
Full Conference fee Friday/Saturday ($30 – lunch is included)
Friday evening only ($15) • Saturday only ($25 – lunch is included)

88 Years on Peace Frontiers
Since 1915, the Fellowship of Reconciliation in the United States has led
campaigns to obtain legal rights for conscientious objectors, win civil rights for all
Americans, end the Vietnam War, oppose U.S. intervention in the Third World,
and reverse the superpowers’ arms race. An interfaith pacifist organization, the
FOR has members from many religious and ethnic traditions. It is part of the
International Fellowship of Reconciliation, with affiliates in 40 countries.
In the development of its program FOR depends upon persons who seek to
apply these principles to every area of life. If you are not already a member, we
invite you to join us in this endeavor. Membership consists of signing the Statement
of Purpose, indicating that you agree with FOR goals. To receive more information,
please call 458-8056.
Co-chairs:

To request a registration form or for more information, call Sr. Chris Dobrowolski, 245-9733.
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Mary Horvath .......................................................... 583-4670
Pat Geier .................................................................. 456-6586
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City budget
fails poor,
group says
A group backing economic and social
equality in Louisville called the metro budget
passed in June unjust and criticized Metro
Council democrats for not trying to boost
spending on programs to help the poor.
Louisvillians in Favor of Equality (LIFE)
said in its quarterly report released in August
that the budget did not try to make up for an
expected loss of $1.4 million in federal Section
8 money for housing by 2009.
LIFE said the democratic majority on the
council should have included spending for lowcost housing, noting that Mayor Jerry
Abramson’s proposed budget included no
money for that purpose.
“There are already many more families on
the Section 8 waiting list than in Section 8
housing units; this situation, and the plight of
people who have no home at all, is likely only
to grow worse as a result of this skinflint’s
budget,” the report said.
The report said the mayor has too much
budgetary power, noting that the Metro Council
has only about a month to consider the budget.
The report also urged the council to enact
a ban on smoking in most public places in the
city, disagreeing with the beliefs aired at public
hearings that individual freedom would be
curtailed by such a ban and that it would harm
restaurant owners financially.
Noting testimony in favor of the ban from
representatives of the Heart Association and
the Lung Association, the LIFE report said:
“Medically, the smoker does not have the ‘right’
to cause illnesses and even the death of another
human being, especially in a public setting….
The Council seems willfully oblivious on this
issue to the scientific facts, being concerned
rather about money and votes.”
The LIFE report also noted the work of
civil rights and labor activist Roosevelt
Roberts, who died in April. LIFE contributor
Gail Helinger interviewed Roberts the day
before he died while at a meeting to grapple
with pollution and other problems. Roberts
told Helinger activists should keep working
on reforming police practices to prevent more
killing of suspects.
For more information about the quarterly
report or LIFE, call Ike M. Thacker IV at (502)
473-2659 or Eustace Durrett at (502) 459-6361.

Ending the Israeli Occupation
of Palestine IS an American Issue
Call upon the U.S. to be a friend
to both Israelis and Palestinians
at the VIGIL
12 Noon – 1:00 PM each Friday
Corner of 6th Street & Broadway
Louisville, Kentucky
Louisville Committee for Israeli/Palestinian States (502.451.5658)
www.louisvillepeace.org/twostates.html
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR)/Louisville Chapter (502.458.8056)
www.louisville-for.org
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC)/Kentucky Chapter (502.893.9828)
www.adckentucky.com

Quadriplegic
warns youth
(continued from page 1)
preemptive war. He is also very angry about the
way our injured soldiers are treated. Sterner
explained that “The Disabled Veterans Tax” is
a nickname veterans have given our nation’s
policies toward disabled veterans. Under this
policy, soldiers who lose their arms or legs or
eyes prior to reaching 20 years in the service on
behalf of their country also lose their military
retirement benefits, Sterner said.
“We need to tell these kids that if they are
injured, they will face substandard medical
care,” Sterner said. “Our government is saying
that our vets are dispensable. We must help our
youth see what is going on. If not enough
soldiers enlist in our aggressive actions, perhaps
our government will reconsider these policies.”
He also said that if our lawmakers were
required to send their own children into war,
perhaps they would be more reluctant to
squander our most precious resource.
The writer is an attorney and a facilitator
for the Louisville Peace Action Community.
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Filipinos’ struggle part 2: system ignores human needs
by Sr. Mary Grenough, MM
Nationalists in the Philippines believe that
the U.S. is using its presence in that nation as a
deterrence and launching pad not only against
regional powers like China, Indonesia and
Malaysia, but also as a tool against the longstanding Philippine resistance groups — the New
People’s Army and the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front — who strongly oppose U.S. imperialism.
U.S. military assistance to the Philippines
has escalated from $38.3 million in 2001 to $114.46
million in 2003, making the Asian nation the 4th
highest recipient in the world, U.S. officials said
in a report dated Oct. 14, 2003.
According to the Texas-based Stratfor
(Strategic Forecasting) Report, ultimately U.S.
operations in the Philippines are directed less at
defeating the Abu Sayyaf and more at
establishing a forward operation base in
Southeast Asia, with an eye on Indonesia as a
likely first target. Sadly for the long-suffering
and exploited Filipino people, their country is
likely to serve as the epicenter of the new U.S.
military strategy in the Asia Pacific.
The year before he died, Bishop Antonio Y.
Fortich of the Philippines who became a wellknown and loved “bishop of the poor” reminded
that “Peace is radically rooted in justice. Peace is
the flower of Justice. Unless the government sees
to it that justice is given to everyone it is very hard
to talk about lasting peace. Let’s look at some of
our real problems. The land belongs to a few,
health services in the hinterlands are poor, there is
corruption in offices. The solution to these should
not be momentary or plastic.”
Muslims comprise about seven percent of

the current Philippine population and live mostly
in Central and Western Mindanao. In addition
to the attacks, many Muslim teenagers and men
have been falsely accused of belonging to the
Abu Sayyaf Group. Because of this accusation
they are arrested and often held for years in
prisons in Manila where they cannot be visited
by their families.
In 1999 the Visiting Forces Agreement
was signed; this allows the deployment of U.S.
troops anywhere in the Philippines. In 2002,
the Mutual Logistics Support Agreement
between the U.S. and the Philippine
governments was signed, allowing the U.S. to
set up its logistics support network anywhere in
the country; it allows the U.S. military to use
any Philippine seaport or airport to land troops
and supplies. These agreements — whose
constitutionality is still being questioned –
render the whole country on permanent standby
for the U.S. military to use.
Although the Abu Sayyaf Group has never
been a destabilizing threat to the Philippines and
much less to the United States, its activities are the
current excuse to justify a dramatic intensification
of military cooperation between the U.S. and the
Philippines. In November 2001, President Bush
announced a $92.2 million support package for
the Philippines, and in January 2002 the U.S.
announced joint U.S.-Philippine military exercises
in Mindanao, on Basilan Island where Abu Sayyaf
was hiding hostages, including the U.S. missionary
couple Gracia and Martin Burnham. During this
“exercise,” a U.S. sergeant shot an unarmed
Muslim during a midnight raid on his nipa-hut
where he was sleeping with his wife, children and
his mother.

Paul’s letter still relevant
At the dawn of Christian History, Paul The
Apostle wrote a letter to the Romans, partly as a
warning to unbelievers, that God would take notice of
the actions of all, both the good as well as the bad. The
following is an excerpt from that letter, which Paul
took and paraphrased from several Psalms:
“There is no just person, not even one;
there is no one who understands,
no one in search of God.
All have taken the wrong course,
all alike have become worthless;
not one of them acts uprightly, no,
not one.
Their throats are open tombs;
they use their tongues to deceive;
The venom of asps lies behind their lips.
Their mouths are full of curses and bitterness.
Swiftly run their feet to shed blood;
ruin and misery strew their course.
The path of peace is unknown to them;
the fear of God is not before their eyes.”

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell,
speaking of the military cooperation plan, said
in the Washington Post in January 2002: “United
States military trainers will be helping the
Philippine government and Philippine armed
forces to deal with the terrorist threat they have
that affects their interests, as well as ours.”
These joint “exercises” have continued
and spread throughout the Philippines, usually
in areas where there is a strong presence of
organized people and the NPA or MILF. Most
often, the “exercises” are held in areas where
the people are organized and trying to protect
natural resources including mineral, oil and
natural gas, agricultural and forest resources.
In the Philippines, the pursuit of war rather
than peace is the primary reason for the
continued high incidence of human rights
violations – which have worsened under the
Arroyo government. The World Organization
Against Torture (OMCT) reported to the UN
Human Rights Committee in October 2003 that
the use of torture continues unabated in the
Philippines, and harassment and threats to
journalists, media persons and human rights
defenders are widespread.”
Since 1986, 72 journalists and media
persons have been killed in the Philippines – 14
of them in the past two years; the latest killing
was June 2004.
Incredible as it may seem, a six year old
boy was held prisoner for four years in a military
camp in Catbalogan, Samar. Ten-year old Levi
Mabanan, the youngest political detainee in the
country, was finally released this May 15. At
the time human rights workers finally succeeded
in getting him released, Levi told them he
wanted to go to school. Before the workers left,
they gave him some school supplies. “Salamat”
(Thank you), he told them shyly, and added,
“Can I give some of the notebooks to my
younger brother? He also goes to school.”
According to the World Bank, in the past
20 years the Philippines has lost US $48 billion
because of graft and corruption. (The entire
national budget for 2003 was only $16 billion).
It scored 2.5 on a scale of 1 to 10 – just 1.2
points from the world’s most corrupt country –
in the Transparency International Corruption
Index of 2003.
The very limited national budget is further
compromised by the government’s priorities.
For 2004 the government budgeted P542 billion
for debt repayment (47 percent of the entire
national budget). This is 42 times the amount
given for health in the national budget. This
means that P1.48 billion will be spent by
government for the debt every day – while only

43 centavos per person will be spent every day
for health. Since 1995, the government’s real
spending on health has fallen by 40 percent.
At present, one Philippine Peso (P1.00) is
equivalent to 56 cents in U.S. money. In the
past 10 years, the value of the Philippine peso
has dropped by almost half. The 1994 value
was P1.00.
The resulting health situation also betrays
the plight of the people. One measure of this is
the country’s tuberculosis situation. It has not
improved for the past 20 years; in fact it is
getting worse. This is based on the National TB
Prevalence surveys done in 1983 and 1997. The
World Health Organization’s 2002 report
estimates the incidence of TB (all forms) as 327
per 100,000. This gives the Philippines a global
ranking of 7th, and for the Western Pacific
Region the shameful rank of 2nd for new cases.
This is happening in a country which is the
world’s no. 1 exporter of health professionals!
Eight out of every ten Filipinos cannot afford
basic health care.
Of every 100 students who enter Grade 1,
only 6 finish grade 6. The current public education
system includes 6 years of elementary and 4 years
of high school, for which parents have to pay
numerous fees and other student expenses
amounting to between P30 and P48 per day per
student. There is a plan to require an additional
year of high school. If that happens, many more
will not finish high school because they won’t be
able to afford the additional costs.
Even with such a high drop-out rate,
Education Secretary Edilberto de Jesus admits
a shortage of 42,641 classrooms and 51,641
teachers throughout the country. Fifty percent
of public schools, he said, have no principals at
all. Before school’s scheduled opening June 21
and students threatened to stage a walk-out on
that day to protest government neglect.
Based on the government’s ridiculously low
arbitrarily-set “poverty line” of 32 pesos (US 60
cents) per day, the official statistics say that 34
percent of the population live below that level. A
more startling figure is that 70 percent of the
population live on P82 (US $ 1.46) or less per day.
As of January, the current legal minimum
wage for non-agricultural workers in Manila is
only P235 (about $4.20 per day) while the
government-stated family living wage (for
husband, wife and four children’s food,
education and health needs, not including
shelter) is P550 per day. More than half the
workers do not receive minimum wages, and a
growing number have become contractual

(continued on page 6)

In the upcoming presidential election, we have a choice to make: do we wish to “run our feet swiftly
to shed blood, ruin and misery “ in Iraq under the leadership of a self proclaimed “war president,” or do
we wish to find an honorable way out, sharing the responsibility with our presently alienated allies?
It is not good practice to quote the scriptures in order to grind an ax against one issue, and that
is not why I am writing this. I simply feel at times that our world, as well as our country is spinning
out of control, and that we are losing the sense of direction that our nation was founded upon.
Now is the proper moment for all of us to search our consciences and to act as responsible men
and women.
Make a choice!
Anthony P. Hasson, Louisville
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“Once you’re in Congress, people get in line to give you money,
and it’s a lot easier to do TV ads and cable shows than to
knock on doors.” Joe Scarborough, former member of Congress.

Just one reason why we need free TV time for candidates
Join THE ALLIANCE FOR BETTER CAMPAIGNS
www.ourairwaves.org
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Cynicism led author ‘to get to work’ against jingoism
Citizens of the Empire:
The Struggle to Claim
Our Humanity

BOOK REVIEWS

by Robert Jensen

reviewed by James E. Flynn
Sometimes hunches pay off. When I first
saw the advertisement and a brief review for
this book, I had a hunch that this might be a
good book to buy. So I did. And so I have not
regretted it. I could hardly put it down. It’s a
short paperback (fewer than 150 pages) that is
worth so much more than the $10.00 it cost,
including shipping.
Whenever the word “empire” is used in
almost any context it quickly catches my fancy.
It seems to me that word captures what my
country has devolved to be, — and I am a
citizen of it, a loyal citizen who finds it necessary
to be a faithful critic.
I had hardly begun to read his introduction
when I bumped into the words of Martin Luther
King, Jr. about the Vietnam War in 1967, words
that certainly turned me around in that year. How
timely his words when analogies between the Iraq
debacle and the Vietnam War days are floated
around these days: “If we do not act we shall
surely be dragged down the long, dark, and
shameful corridors of time reserved for those who
possess power without compassion, might without
morality and strength without sight”
In the ‘60s, when Dr. King spoke, thus many
of us realized what would happen “if we do not

act.” The same prompting calls so many people
today to protest vigorously what our government
is doing in Iraq. We do not want to “be dragged
down the long…corridors of time….”
In the early pages of this book I was
particularly fascinated with Dr. Jensen’s “cutting
through the fog of political rhetoric” as he identifies
three arrogant phrases we’ve all heard and seen
(and used?): “The Greatest Nation on Earth,”
“Support the Troops,” and “Patriotism.”
I found his responses to these three phrases
so very useful in discussions I encounter. As a
professional journalist and obviously as a part
time political historian Jansen helps me frame
responses to those who champion such rhetoric.
Jensen points out that “The Greatest Nation
on Earth” rhetoric comes from the likes of
Democrat Nancy Pelosi as well as from
Republican Dick Armey. He offers this
assessment of that rhetoric: “Any claim to being
the greatest nation is depraved and dangerous,
especially when made in the empire.”
Then when he’s been asked about “support
the troops” he dodges that trap by responding
that he doesn’t support the “support the troops”
framework. As he says “to support the troops is,
for all practical purposes, to support the war,”
and he will not identify those two, though he
certainly regrets sending young people to a war
they know little about.

When it comes to “patriotism,” Jensen
proclaims that he is “against nationalism… and
patriotism.” For him “they are both the dark
side. It is time not simply to redefine a kinderand-gentler patriotism, but to sweep away the
notion, and acknowledge it as morally,
politically and intellectually bankrupt. It is time
to scrap patriotism.”
As a teacher of journalism, Jensen said he
knows well how words can be manipulated and
cheapened, and certainly for him the word
“patriotism” has been both. It was so enriching
for me to have his journalistic talents express
for me my own feelings and convictions about
“patriotism,” especially with the “Patriot Act”
of the Bush Administration adopted so readily
by Congress in the wake of 9/11.
Jingoistic “patriotism,” with its
accompanying “freedom” and “democracy”
championed by such as President. Bush,
according to Jensen, should make patriots come
to terms with our own history of American
brutality abroad and at home. “One might want
to ask people of indigenous and African descent
about the commitment to freedom and justice
for all, in the past and today,” he wrote.
In these days many readers of FORsooth like
I am find it difficult to maintain a sense of hope in
the face of so many reasons for hopelessness,
which, the book said, might lead to cynicism “that
tends to paralyze people and leads to passivity.”
But in one of Jensen’s last chapters titled just that,
“Hope,” he addresses all that.
Jensen relates his own personal story on

hope, a story that I suspect will resonate with
readers of FORsooth as it did with me. In his
own story, hopelessness and cynicism led him
“to get to work.” This happened when he “began
to see the power of radical analysis and the
importance of collective action.” But he admits
that while he has hope “that does not mean that
I am optimistic.” He is hopeful about the
possibilities but he is “not optimistic that in my
lifetime I will see the demise of capitalism,
corporations and wage slavery. Still I will do
certain things to work toward that.”
Under the chapter called “Hope” he singles
out that “joy is in the struggle. (T)he struggle is
not just the struggle against illegitimate
structures of authority in the abstract. The
struggles are in each of us – struggles to find the
facts, to analyze clearly, to imagine solutions,
to join with others in collective action for
justice and struggles to understand ourselves in
relation to each other and ourselves as we
engage in all these activities.”
Or as Mev Puleo titled her experiences in
Brazil – and elsewhere – “The Struggle Is One.”
Robert Jensen’s book lifts all boats that
are riding the waves of hope to a just and more
civilized world. After all so much of our own
present hope rests on the shoulders of giants of
hope who have gone before us in the struggle.
The reviewer, a longtime leader in
struggles to help the poor, particularly in
Latin America, is a Catholic priest and can
be contacted at jflynn@stmarysparkcity.com.

From ‘a dark defiant place,’ words of liberation spring
Women Writing Resistance:
Essays on Latin America and
the Caribbean
Edited by Jennifer Browdy de Hernandez;
South End Press; 2003; 254 pages

reviewed by Tracy McLellan

more beautiful still when they lash out in revolt;
when they shudder and strain to break their chains.
What would truth be without contradictions?
In one essay, Cherrie Morago speaks of how
important it is that the Chicana remains true to her
culture. In the very next essay, Judith Ortiz Cofer
lauds her strong education and the resulting
standing she has in the mainstream.
“Revision” the first essay in the book by
Aurora Levins Morales redounds with all the
energy and vitality of all the work and play,
living and dying, loving, hating, suffering,
struggling, and survival in all of Puerto Rico
since the landing of Columbus. It has a fiery
rhythm and grit all its own.
“Let’s get one thing straight” is its opening
line and periodic chorus, as Morales recites a
litany of the acts of survival and life itself, that
far outreach a poem by Whitman, but by a
mestizo, and in prose.
Edwidge Danticat tells the story “We Are
Ugly, But We Are Here” about “one of the first
people murdered on our land, an Arawak Indian,
a poet, dancer who ruled over the western part
of an island so lush and green that the Arawaks
called it Ayiti, land of high.”
She perishes at the hands of the golddigging
Spanish Conquistadors, which leads inevitably
to the colonialist government of the U.S. backed
“Baby Doc” Duvalier, who tools around in his
Mercedes, tossing coins to the starving children
of Haiti.
Raquel Partnoy tells of her travails in the
Argentine Dirty War, and the disappearance of

Women Writing Resistance lashes back at
subjugation and repression, sometimes gently,
sometimes angrily, always with poetry, rhyme,
and rhythm and a generous portion of tacit
reason, and makes of writing an act of liberation
by the poor, disappeared, slave and oppressed.
The act of writing itself becomes a powerful
weapon for these women and their loved ones,
all-too-often the victims of bias, racism, sexism,
or having been born in the wrong part of the
world, with the wrong skin color, at the wrong
time. It is a simple and delightful little book you
may have thought the product of a laywomen’s
workshop. The writing is as brusque and fecund
as the Latin America from which it springs.
This book reads shorter than its 254 pages
and is one I read slowly, a few pages at a time to
savor the more. It stands as an example of the
importance of teaching the most humble and
despised to write and create, and the inexhaustible
spirituality in everyday life. It shows our shallow
global society casting away those it deems the riffraff, the rabble, the low-life and no-life and the
last-tier who pick up pen, set it dancing on paper,
and thereby become its philosophers and repositories of truth, its artists and leaders, heroines and luminaries.
At first I was under the impression that these women were
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her daughter, one of 30,000 disappeared by the
U.S.-backed Argentine government, and the
resulting subsequent suicide of her son.
Also included is beautiful poetry in both
English and Spanish. Although some of the
stories sound dated, they are timeless enough
that it is not a flaw in the book. One essay about
murders of the children of the night in Mexico
along the U.S. border dates from interviews
taken in 1968. The following speaks of a sign
hanging from a library “more than a decade
after the earthquake of 1974 in Antigua.” They
are compelling nonetheless. The latter, “A Small
Place” by Jamaica Kincaid looks at Antigua
and its blazing sunshine and dry climate through
the eyes of both the moneyed tourist and the
poverty-stricken native.
The endnotes to chapter 16 are a glaring
error. They number to 29 in the text, with only
17 actually appended. Moreover, the 17 appear
to be mismatched. This is terribly unfortunate,

because this essay is perhaps the strongest of a
very strong collection. As its writing is itself
abstract and difficult, the endnote faux pas
made matters the more confusing. Perhaps that
was the point. This essay relates the many
difficulties and pains in testimonios for coming
to terms with and understanding the terror in
Latin America over the past four decades.
Alicia Partnoy makes the point quite well
that imagery and symbols, rather than truth and
the literariness of the text are more the point
because “testimonio is not about truth. Rather,
the form serves as a tool for building a discourse
of solidarity with victims of state terrorism.”
Another fine outing from South End Press.
Perhaps it is the only publisher that would have
made this attempt, putting excellence and quality
ahead of mere money.
Contact the reviewer at
tracymclellan@netzero.net
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Unity not complete as Mississippi county recalls 1964
The bulk of this column will be follow-up
to the Mississippi events detailed in our last
column (July/August), so only brief mention
can be made of the following:
• The Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that
only 32,000 jobs were created in July (well,
truth be told, they didn’t use the word “only”).
Even if the quarter million plus jobs needed
to put to work all new job-seekers had
miraculously appeared, what about the well
over two and one half million jobs that have
vanished during President Bush’s
compassionate conservative reign?
• About 7,600 Palestinian political prisoners
in Israeli jails began a liquids-only hunger
strike on August 13. Their demands — to this
observer who has met many former
Palestinian prisoners in four visits to Israel,
the West Bank and Gaza Strip over the last
eleven years — seem humanitarian, not
political: family visitation, an end to beatings
by prison authorities, etc.
At press time, Israeli soldiers have raided
the prisons and placed those they think are
the leaders in solitary confinement. “The
prisoners can strike for a day, a month, even
starve to death, as far as I am concerned,”
Tzachi Hanegbi, the Israeli Public Security
Minister, stated when the hunger strike began.
• Sports Illustrated headline: “Iraqi soccer players
upset about Bush campaign ads using team.”
Team member Ahmed Manajid commented:
“How will he meet his god having slaughtered
so many men and women?”
In the July-August column we detailed a
moving and historic event: the commemoration
of the 40th anniversary of the murders of civil
rights workers James Chaney, Mickey
Schwerner and Andy Goodman in Philadelphia,
Mississippi in 1964.
It was held in Philadelphia and rural
Neshoba County, Mississippi. We also stated
that there were serious problems associated
with this event.
I have spoken with a number of people
about this. I relied on their information, but

have come to my own conclusions.
On one end of the dispute sits James Prince
III, editor of the Neshoba Democrat, who was
one of the prime movers of the Philadelphia
Coalition. He editorialized on June 30: “Some
criticized — more privately than publicly —
the work of The Philadelphia Coalition, the 30member, multi-ethnic organization that planned
the commemoration, without realizing just what
its sheer existence prevented.
”Behind the scenes a fierce battle was raging
between the coalition and radicals who wanted to
come in and take over the observance, to proclaim
that nothing has changed in Philadelphia, Miss.,
and to use that lie as a fund raiser.”
Almost, but not quite, at the other end of
the pendulum are some very dedicated longtime civil rights activists who feel that the
white power structure tried to coopt the event,
adding compliant and/or beholden African
Americans and Native Americans to its
coalition, and attempting to isolate others more
“militant” than themselves.
At the furthermost end is Ben Chaney.
Reports the Neshoba Democrat: “Ben Chaney
of New York, brother of James Chaney, one of
the workers killed, boycotted the
commemoration and, in a five-minute tirade
before television cameras on the church grounds,
claimed the coalition ‘used Negroes to do their
bidding’ to pull off the event…. Leroy Clemons,

co-chairman of the coalition and president of
the Neshoba County NAACP, said Chaney’s
demand to be seated along with 80 students
inside the church came out of the blue.”
The Neshoba Democrat also states:
“Without the Philadelphia Coalition, backed
by the Mt. Zion United Methodist Church Board
of Trustees, those radicals would have been
performing for the media and telling their story
(my emphasis) — not ours.”
So who is right and who is wrong? From
1964 until 1999, when then-Mississippi
Attorney General Mike Moore opened a murder
investigation, nobody in Neshoba County
officialdom, acting under color of law, had
condemned the murders of three unarmed
innocent young men who were witnessing and
organizing for an end to the brutal system that
was racial segregation.
Nor were there, all those years, public voices
from the local white power structure condemning
the complicity of local law enforcement in the
murders. Nor was there condemnation of agencies
of the state of Mississippi for hindering
investigations and engaging in cover-up, sabotage
and misinformation. To its credit, the local
newspaper did in fact call for an accounting, but
the point about governmental silence still stands.
None of the above diminishes by even one
iota the important steps the Philadelphia
Coalition has taken to ’fess up, repent and
move on. Having said this, it must also be noted
that them-whats-got keep their plunder by
devising new and ever more subtle, though not
always subtle, tactics of control.
For example: discrimination and antidiscrimination enforcement, have changed over
the years, throughout the U.S. No longer is
discrimination always blatant — unless you are
an African American secret service agent, in
the year 2000 trying to get served at Denny’s
restaurant. No longer are women, minorities,
senior citizens, the disabled, and lesbians and
gays simply excluded. Now we have a system
of what I have termed “well-spoken tokens.”

‘This is wrong,’ advocate says
• Chronic — the result of untreated mental
illness or substance abuse.
• Marginal — poor working people who barely
make it in the best of times and for whom one
job loss etc. can be catastrophic.
• Situational — caused by one major calamity
like eviction or fire.
The vast majority of the homeless fit into one of
the first two categories.
Armed with this at least rudimentary
understanding of “the homeless problem,” the
question then becomes what to do about it. One
answer suggested by Gordon is what is known
as “permanent supported housing” for those
unable to live independently. As what was
supposed to be an act of humanity, during the
Kennedy years (and after) many thousands of
the mentally ill were de-institutionalized, said
Gordon, with the express idea that a system of
boarding houses and other halfway houses
would be set up for them.
The problem came to be that under
President Reagan this system of halfway houses
was decimated (overall federal housing help
for the needy was cut by 80 percent), which
created chronic homelessness among the
mentally ill. Here in Louisville, Gordon pointed
out, we have at least made a start at permanent
supported housing: some 30 units at Wayside

Christian Mission, and 12 at Jefferson Street
Baptist Church. But much more is needed, as,
nationally, 60 percent of people experiencing
homelessness are labeled “chronically
homeless,” and many of these victims never
come off the streets. (By the way, Gordon noted
that at the most recent Kentucky General
Assembly, a law [HB 376] to ban the incredibly
vicious discharge of institutionalized persons
— be they convicts or mentally ill persons, etc.
— passed both houses unanimously and was
signed by Governor Fletcher, but provided no
funding for other housing alternatives.)
Another possible substantial solution to
homelessness would be to expand the Section 8
program to serve all of the homeless and lessen
the amount (if anything) the renter pays out of
pocket. But already we are facing a situation,
said Gordon, where there is no new placement
into Section 8 in Louisville, and the waiting list
is longer (11,000 families) than the roster of
families (9,000) on the program. Louisville
stands to lose up to $14 million more in housing
funding as a result of proposed Bush
administration cuts by 2009, according to the
Metropolitan Housing Coalition. So, much more
is needed: we would propose not only that these
cuts be scrapped, but also that funding for
Section 8 and other housing programs be at
least doubled, to start the process of getting
them back to where they were before 1980.
Transitional housing is another partial solution to “the homeless problem” touted by Gordon.
This is housing that clients can live in for up to two
years. Gordon said that her coalition tries to do
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things other than build emergency shelters whenever possible, and that after they refused to support constructing any more of them, the city
provided $1 million for this longer-term transitional type of stop-gap housing. Similarly, there
used to be at least some homebuilding for the
homeless in Kentucky — although only $3 million per year, from the state’s General Fund to an
account called the Affordable Housing Trust —
but even that has been totally eliminated from this
year’s budget.
What can the city do to help? Gordon said
simply that it should continue to fund affordable
housing. She said that currently this is mostly
done through Community Development Block
Grants (CDBG’s) that come directly from the
federal government to Louisville, and more of
which should be devoted to housing rather than
trees and landscaping. And, Gordon said, a
long-term, or even short-term, goal would be to
have 10 percent of the money for all new
housing developments in the nation reserved
for affordable Section-8-type units. This latter
would ensure “scattered-site” housing for the
needy for the foreseeable future.
As to the question of what else the coalition
is advocating, Gordon said that at the local
level, the most pressing needs are for a living
wage, affordable health care (including for
mental illness), and an increase in Section 8
vouchers; at the state level the key things are to
keep the Affordable Housing Trust funded at at
least $3 million as before and to continue
programs to help with chronic homelessness;
finally, she ended with a call for passage of the

Filipinos’ struggle
workers – without job security or any benefits.
In the Muslim region of Mindanao, the minimum
wage was only P140 ($ 2.50) per day. Six out of
ten Filipino families are forced to let their
children work to help make ends meet.
The Philippines still basically depends on
agriculture for its economy. But since the
government agreed to the GATT-WTO in 1994,
the trade deficit in agricultural products quadrupled
and has widened each year since 1995.
Of course, it is clear that genuine socioeconomic-political change will depend on the
solidarity efforts of people throughout the world.
The current global economic and political power
of the US and its major allies will be weakened
only when people of all countries work to change

Well-spoken tokens are the compliant
obsequious window dressing that offending
companies and agencies parade about to show
compliance, to point to as evidence that
protected classes are happy on the plantation.
The plot thickens. In “Neshoba
acknowledges ’64 murders,” the Neshoba
Democrat opines: “The (Philadelphia) Coalition
had attempted to work with Chaney and his
spokesmen, a convicted felon from California
with Neshoba County ties and a white man
from Arkansas, members said.”
I happen to know the two men abovereferenced, and they are not spokespersons for
Mr. Chaney, although they have worked with
him in the past. The former is an African
American from Philadelphia, whose family was
key to the civil rights movement in the area. All
three of the civil rights workers came to visit
this family on June 21, 1964. The family was
among the last persons to see them alive before
they were captured by local cops. This brother
is widely believed to have worked longer and
harder for justice for the murder victims than
anyone else in Neshoba County.
The latter has a long history of support for
civil rights. Incidentally, if jail records are a
discrediting factor, then the writer of this column
needs to be silenced as he believes his civil
rights rap sheet is a distinguishing highlight of
his curriculum vitae.
The fact that the Philadelphia paper tried to
smear two righteous activists does not necessarily
negate its opinions, but rather its integrity.
One last point before I end. A long-time
activist told me that it is time for some of the
veteran activists to let go, to recognize the
times we live in now are different from the
1960s, that things are not just black and white,
if you’ll pardon the reference. There is much
truth to this, but it does not relate directly to the
subjects of personal integrity, and building a
coalition of equals.

In addition to serving as executive director
of Louisville’s Coalition for the Homeless,
Marlene Gordon is on the board of directors of the National Coalition for the Homeless and of Louisville’s Jewish Community Center. She also serves as a member of
the Jefferson County Public Schools Advisory Committee on Diversity. By 2002,
the National Alliance to End Homelessness
found that only seven states and 11 cities or
counties had developed 10-year plans similar to the alliance’s own, devised two years
earlier, to “focus on the reduction and
elimination of homelessness.” Louisville
is privileged to be one of the 11, with the
Coalition for the Homeless having started
the process in October 2000 and produced
a formal 10-year document called “Reducing Home-lessness: A Blueprint for the
Future,” in June 2002.

federal “end homelessness” bill.
And we will end there as well. Yes, there
should be zero tolerance for homelessness in
this rich nation, and Louisville, newly anointed
as the country’s sixteenth-largest city, can and
should lead the way.
Ike M. Thacker IV has taught history
and computer science at the university level.
Eustace Durrett is an activist for rail transit.
Both live in Louisville.

(continued from page 4)

the systems which are killing so many and destroying our planet. Each country and group has
its opportunities and tasks. All are important.
It is encouraging to note that when the
World Economic Forum met in June in Korea
to bring together the billionaires from business,
their governments, media, the academic world
and other organizations to shape the Asian
regional agenda in their favor, they were met by
internationally-linked people and organizations
who continue to resist the killing economic
systems. Increasingly, the people of Asia and
the world are resisting – and insisting on another
kind of world, a world that sustains and nurtures
life. Globalization of solidarity is growing.
The Filipino people are a gift to the world,

wherever they live and work and share life.
They continue to teach me what I never could
have understood or believed if I had not
experienced the realities of their past and
contemporary history, and their beautiful lifeaffirming strength and hope through it all.
Sr. Mary Grenough is a Maryknoll Sister
and a native of Louisville who has lived and
worked in the Philippines since 1963. She was
recently visiting her family in Louisville and
wrote this and part 1 of this piece (which ran in
the July-August issue) at the request of
FORsooth columnist Jean Edwards, during a
FORsooth “folding and labeling gathering” to
send out the May issue.

FORsooth

ENDLESS WAR
Marty Nathan, MD made an impassioned plea
last May on behalf of the .answer coalition.org for us
to join in the national march on June 5 to demand that
the troops be brought home now. He said, “The
outcome of Bush’s war and occupation of Iraq will
have a significance that will span the globe and last
a generation.” (martygif@comcast.net)
Waiting for the November election would be a
colossal mistake, Nathan continued, because Kerry
only promises to send more troops to Iraq. Nathan
quoted Howard Zinn, world renowned historian, who
urged an immediate withdrawal from Iraq: “… any
discussion of ‘what do we do now?’ must start with
the understanding that the present U.S. military occupation is morally unacceptable.”
Zinn continued, “The suggestion that we
simply withdraw from Iraq is met with laments such as: We mustn’t cut and run…We must stay the
course…Our reputation will be ruined. That is exactly what we heard when, at the start of the Vietnam
escalation, some of us called for immediate withdrawal. The result of staying the course was 58,000
Americans and several million Vietnamese dead.”
Meanwhile, instead of withdrawal, something quite different lies in store for Iraq. The “100
Orders” of L. Paul Bremer III remain to control the economy. These little noticed orders lock in
sweeping advantages to American firms. They control every aspect of Iraqi life.
Many had thought that the end of the occupation would also mean the end of “the orders “ but
on his last day in Iraq, Bremer simply transferred authority for the orders to the new Prime Minister
Iyad Allawi, a 30-year exile with close ties to the CIA and British intelligence. The interim
constitution of Iraq, written by the U.S. appointed Iraqi Governing Council, solidifies the orders by
making them virtually impossible to overturn.”
It is becoming clear now just what the occupation of Iraq entails. For example, Order No. 39
allows for: (1) privatization of Iraq’s 200 state-owned enterprises; (2) 100 foreign ownership of Iraqi
businesses; (3) no preferences for local over foreign business; (4) unrestricted, tax-free remittance of
all profits and other funds; and (5) 40-year ownership licenses.
Thus, Order No. 39 forbids Iraqis from receiving preference in the reconstruction while allowing
foreign corporations (Halliburton and Bechtel, for example) to buy up Iraqi businesses, do all of the
work and send all of their money home.
Orders No. 57 and 77 ensure the implementation of the orders by placing U.S. appointed auditors
and inspector generals in every government ministry, with five-year terms and with sweeping
authority over contracts, programs, employees and regulations.
Order No. 17 grants foreign contractors, including private security firms, full immunity from
Iraq’s laws.
Order No. 40 allows foreign banks to purchase up to 50% of Iraqi banks.
Order No. l2 suspends all tariffs, customs duties, import taxes, licensing fees and similar
surcharges for goods entering or leaving Iraq. This led to an immediate and dramatic inflow of cheap
foreign consumer products – devastating local producers and sellers.
Going back to the original discussion of withdrawal from Iraq, clearly the answer can only
be NEVER!
Information condensed from an editorial in the Los Angeles Times, 8/5/04.
http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/opinion/la-oe-juhasz5aug05,l,3665796.story

FREEDOM WINS IN
VENEZUELAN ELECTION
We have received an eyewitness account of this history-making event from Catherine Murphy
(friend of Sonja Wallace). We include excerpts here:
“VICTORY has been declared in Venezuela through honoring the people’s will, which overturned
a proposed removal of democratically-elected president Hugo Chavez by a 58% to 41% margin!!
The voting took place on Sunday, August 15, 2004 with enormous turnout all over the country.
The passion and massive-beyond-belief participation and grassroots organization of the campaigning
and voting process was one of the most inspiring things I have ever seen in my life!
We were able to film the entire process, mostly in the barrio of 23 de enero, a poor neighborhood
with a long history of revolutionary struggle. People waited in line for up to 12 hours, withstanding
sun and rain, to exercise their sacred right to vote. The abstention rate dropped from 40% in the
previous elections to 20%.
More than 400 Election Observers came from all over the world. Many from Latin America, including
state senators and ex-presidents, declared this the most advanced electoral system in the region today. The
preliminary results were declared on the following day just four hours after the last vote was cast. …
But the Victory is no surprise. Venezuela is building an exemplary modeprofits 1 of democracy
based on “massive and conscious participation” and is using profits – for the first time in Venezuelan
history – from the oil industry to fund broad social development programs including a literacy
campaign, food sovereignty projects, community-based medical care, indigenous land rights, general
urban and rural land reform, cultural programs, and more!!
As we walked in the streets talking to people, it was immediately evident that those who support
Chavez know exactly why. They are being included in the design of their nation for the first time, they
are involved and inspired! They are building a just nation where wealth generated from national
resources is being used to benefit all, and the love and energy of each is called forth. …”

MORE NEWS FROM VENEZUELA –
“VENEZUELA CEASES ALL TRAINING
AT THE SOA/WHISC”
Venezuelan Vice President Jose Vicente Rangel officially announced in February, 2004, the
decision to stop sending Venezuelan troops to the SOA. In an earlier meeting with U.S. human rights
activists, Rangel stated that the SOA/WHISC is a training school for dictators, torturers and terrorists,
and a country which considers itself to be a democracy should not have such a school on its soil.
During a visit of U.S. religious leaders in Venezuela in January, President Hugo Chavez said,
“This school deformed the minds of many Latin American soldiers, who from there went on to
become dictators.”
(Information taken from the April, 2004 newsletter of the Peace and Justice Action League of
Spokane. 509/838/7870)

PRESBYTERIAN ACTION ACCLAIMED
At our noon vigil in front of Senator McConnell’s office on August 13, 2004, those present
signed the following letter addressed to the Senator expressing appreciation for the action taken by
the Presbyterian Church regarding the Israeli/Palestinian conflict:
“At last, an organization has boldly and courageously begun to take positive action to end the
destructive involvement of the United States in prolonging the Israeli/Palestinian conflict. That
organization is the Presbyterian Church (USA).
On July 2nd, 2004 at its annual General Assembly held this year in Richmond, Virginia, its clergy
and laity voted 431 to 62 to begin gathering data to support a selective divestment of its holdings in
multinational corporations which profit from the harming of “innocent people, Palestinian or Israeli.”
This landmark decision to investigate selective divestment as a way to end Israel’s 37 year illegal
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip has been applauded by many including Jewish Voices
for Peace (JVP), the largest Jewish peace group of its kind in the US. JVP describes the Church’s move

September 2004

as being ‘in the best Judeo-Christian tradition of supporting universal human rights and justice.’ (Not
to mention relevant UN resolutions, US laws and the recent ruling by the International Court of Justice
sitting in The Hague.)
The Presbyterian Church’s groundbreaking leadership on this critical issue is setting a standard
that many organizations should follow and we three sponsors of this vigil support wholeheartedly the
Church’s forthright and practical plans.
Meanwhile, back on the ground in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, the Israeli military juggernaut
supplied by the likes of Caterpillar, Boeing and Lockheed-Martin daily ravages the land and the
people – uprooting trees, razing houses, shooting innocents. These actions are not intended to kill or
capture Palestinian fighters. They represent the Israeli government’s policy of deliberately destroying
the livelihoods and economy of the Palestinian people – a scorched earth policy that is the first step
toward ethnic cleansing.
Please take note. The Presbyterian Church with its 3 million members, financial clout and moral
credibility is speaking out and taking action against this 21st century holocaust. We call upon you,
Senator McConnell, to do the same.”

VICTORY AT LAST
It was front page news in the Louisville Courier-Journal (6/23/04) that Elaine Farris has been
named Superintendent of Shelby County Schools, making her the first minority person ever named
to the top job in a Kentucky public school district.
This is another case in which the Rev. Louis Coleman played a key role. For nearly thirty years
he has taken the cause of racial justice in education to the appropriate state offices and the state
legislature. Every year on Martin Luther King’s birthday he has been in Frankfort to plead this cause.
It was not a lack of qualified candidates that resulted in zero black representation among the 176
school districts in our state. It was Kentucky’s inability to forget the Civil War and the reluctance of
local political leadership to break the color bar (and the gender bar) and help our students understand
that education cannot coexist with prejudice.
With people like Elaine Farris up front and out front, we can hope again that world citizenship
is not just a pipe dream. (George Edwards)

NECESSARY READING
Professor Joe Martos has completed his new book just in time to help us weigh many of the issues
involved in the November presidential election.
May God Bless America: George W. Bush and Biblical Morality (Fenestra Books, $19.95) Also
available from Amazon.com at a 30% discount. Or you may read it free at www.biblicalchristian.us
where it appears under a different title.
As stated in the press release, Martos does something different and surprising. He uses the Bible
to cast doubt on the ethics of the Bush administration.
“Written in a clear style and thoroughly researched, the book objectively presents administration
policies about the environment, social programs, treatment of prisoners, and going to war. It then
summarizes the biblical teachings in these areas and concludes that the current US government comes
up woefully short.”
After you read his book, Professor Martos will be glad for you to contact him at the
following e-mail address: biblicalchristian@yahoo.com

SOA/WHISC NEWS
Bouquets to Venezuela. Vice President Rangel officially announced in February the decision to
stop sending troops to train at the School of the Americas. Earlier he stated that SOA is a training
school for dictators, torturers and terrorists. Two SOA graduates were key players in the coup
attempts against democratically elected President Hugo Chavez in April 2002.
Speaking to a delegation of U.S. religious leaders in January, President Chavez said, “This
school deformed the minds of many Latin American soldiers who, from there, went on to become
dictators.” (Taken from “Handful of Salt,” published by the Peace and Justice Action League
of Spokane. 509/838-7870)
More good news is that Kathy Kelly has been released from prison and will be able to travel to
Los Angeles to speak at the FOR National Conference. Altogether eight who were serving time for
crossing the line at Ft. Benning were released, including Father Bernie Survil. Folks in Louisville
cheered with this news about Bernie. He is well remembered for bringing two illegal aliens to our city
and starting the “Sanctuary Movement” in our town.
Colombia is the School of the America(WHISC)’s largest customer and has the worst human
rights record in Latin America. Colombia has over 10,000 troops trained at the SOA.
The time is now to make plans to travel to Ft Benning, GA for the November action to close the
SOA, November 19-21. To learn more, call SOA Watch at (202) 234-3440. www.SOAW.org

CARAVAN RETURNS
I learned that the Pastors for Peace Caravan had returned by listening to BBC Radio (7/19/04).
Imagine my surprise when I heard an interview with the Rev. Lucius Walker, national director of
IFCO, returning to the USA after delivering 126 tons of humanitarian aid to Cuba. Several
participants told of the unfriendly treatment they received upon re-entering. They were surrounded
by many hostile guards and heavily interrogated. Their luggage was opened and many items were
confiscated, even the tiny plastic honey bears. “They just don’t want Americans to enjoy that
wonderful honey from Cuba.”
In Louisville we had a delightful evening with the caravan when it came through on June 28.
Special thanks to Crescent Hill Presbyterian Church for hosting the potluck supper and to KITLAC
(Kentucky Interfaith Taskforce on Latin America and the Caribbean) for sponsoring the event. The
speaker gave an excellent analysis of the present grave situation as the Bush administration continues
to tighten the noose around Cuba prior to the November election.
It was a real coup to have Lucius Walker meet with the editorial staff of the Louisville Courier-Journal
in the afternoon. Thanks to David Horvath and Nancy Jakubiak for making the arrangements for that.

MEET OUR NEW “URBAN CORPS”
It was only a year ago that Phil Minninger, copastor of the Mennonite congregation in Paoli, met
with a small group in Louisville to discuss starting a “Louisville Urban Corps.” David and Cindy
Brown-Kinloch and Cindy Weber represented Jeff Street Baptist Community. At that point the
project seemed like an impossible dream.
Today it is a reality with an ecumenical board in place. Modeled after a sister program in
Pittsburgh that has thrived since 1994, the core values are community building, peace making,
simplicity, leadership development, and faith formation.
The Louisville Urban Corps will accept up to eight bright, talented graduates in the eleven month
program where they will be placed in jobs matching their vocational interests in the city of Louisville.
Employers will pay a stipend that supports the operation of the urban corps program. Participants will
receive housing, health insurance, and a small monthly allowance.
The ten year history of the Pittsburgh model seems to suggest that it is filling a vacuum in
ministry to young adult college graduates. Some 80 urban corps alumni and their friends have
remained in Pittsburgh since the inception of the program. They are leaving their mark in the city
through their chosen vocations, volunteer work, the arts, and church leadership.
Louisville Urban Corps has leased the second floor of the former Holy Rosary Convent attached to
the Americana Community Center. Renovations are going on now to create a home for this program.
We will be looking for ways to help the birthing of this ministry. The obvious are operating funds
and construction volunteers. Also the need is crucial to develop a network of agencies/employers who
could serve as potential placements for these talented college graduates who are at a point in their lives
where these experiences and relationships will affect the rest of their lives.
Please contact Cindy Weber to discuss possibilities. (585-3787)
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Calendar for peacemakers
Aug 28 (Tue) KCADP (Ky Coalition to Abolish the Death
Penalty), monthly meeting every last Tuesday. Highland
Presbyterian Church, 1011 Cherokee Rd, 6:30pm. Call Tony
Benningfield, 560-4710, or Kaye Gallagher, 721-8885.
Sept 3 (Fri) BUS LEAVES FOR D.C. NATIONAL RALLY,
“No Room for Poverty.” Sign up today! Board the bus at
1200 S. 3rd at 5:30 am. See “out of town” listings.
Sept 3 (Fri) NOON VIGIL FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE
EAST, including a news update. EVERY FRIDAY AT SIXTH
AND BROADWAY, in front of the Federal Court House
(where Senator McConnell’s office is located). We vigil in
solidarity with the “Women in Black” who vigil every Friday
at noon in Israel. Sponsored by the Committee for Israeli/
Palestinian States, the American Arab Anti-Discrimiation
Committee, and the Fellowship of Reconciliation. Call
Beverley Marmion, 45l-5658.
Sept 5 (Sun) ANNUAL LAWN PARTY, under the grand shade
trees, on the lush green grass, hosted by Carla Wallace, with
dinner catered by Wiltshire Pantry’s Susan Hershberg, to
benefit “NO on the Amendment Campaign” and the
Kentucky Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression.
Music and dancing on the lawn. 5-9 pm. (244-7855)
Sept 5 (Sun) PRAYER VIGIL TO END POLICE ABUSE, 2:30
pm. Every Sunday at Seventh & Jefferson. Call the Justice
Resource Center, 562-6737.
Sept 5 (Sun) CANDLELIGHT VIGIL FOR PEACE every first
Sunday evening remembering all those suffering from conflicts
in the Middle East. Bring a sign or a candle. Bardstown Road at
Douglass Blvd. 7:00-8:00 pm. Sponsored by LPAC (Louisville
Peace Action Community). Call Ken Nevitt, 558-9124. E-mail:
pcunity@yahoo.com www.louisvillepeace.org
Sept 7 (Tue) HARRY PICKENS CONCERT for Contemplation,
fundraiser co-sponsored by Interfaith Paths to Peace and Christ
Church Cathedral, 421 S. Second St., 7:00 pm. Tickets $10 ($5
for seniors/students) available from IPP and Christ Church
Cathedral. Call Pam Yenawine, 214-7322.
Sept 8 (Wed) KITLAC (Ky Interfaith Taskforce on Latin
America and the Caribbean). Presbyterian Seminary. 7:30
pm. Call David Horvath, 479-9262, or Pat Geier, 456-6586.
Sept 9 (Thu) MODERN NATIONALISM: RAMIFICATIONS
OF THE USA PATRIOT ACT featuring Ron Russell,
immigration attorney, and Rebecca Trammell, UK Law Library
Director, sponsored by the Amicus Club. Noon at the Inn at Jewish
Hospital, 100 E. Jefferson. Two Continuing Legal Education
creditrs available. Sponsored by Amicus Club. Call 581-9746.
Sept 12 (Sun) BE THE CHANGE you want to see in the world.
HARRY PICKENS CONCERT and community choir to
benefit the Peace Education Program. $10 or more donation
requested. First Unitarian Church, 4th & York Streets. 4:005:30 pm. Call 589-6583.
Sept 12 (Sun) MILITARY RECRUITING, (Sub committee of
LPAC), every second Sunday at the Fairness office, 2263
Frankfort Ave, 6:00 pm. Call Mike Slaton, 636-5848. E-mail:
cheslaton@hotmail.com
Sept l6 (Thu) THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH, sponsored
by the Fellowship of Reconciliation: “The Unholy
Alliance Between Religious and Political
Conservatives,” featuring Dr. Joseph Martos, retired
professor and author of May God Bless America: George
W. Bush and Biblical Morality. The book points out the
contradiction between the president’s public religiosity and
his policies which contradict biblical principles. Rudyard
Kipling Restaurant, 422 W Oak St, ll:30 am buffet, $6.
Reservations required. RSVP to Polly Johnson, 473-8435,
or Jean Edwards, 458-8056 by Tuesday beforehand.
Sept 16 (Thu) KENTUCKIANS FOR SINGLE PAYER
HEALTH CARE, Central Presbyterian Church, 4th and
Kentucky, 5:30 pm. Call Kay Tillow, 459-3393.
Sept 16 (Thu) LPAC (Louisville Peace Action Community) every
third Thursday. Douglass Blvd Christian Church, 7:00 pm.
Call Judy Munro-Leighton, 456-6914; Ellen Schagene, 4565288; or Ken Nevitt, 558-9124. Pcunity@yahoo.com
Sept 17 (FS) EARTH FRIENDLY LIVING: EXPLORING
OUR ONENESS WITH GOD AND ALL CREATION.
Two-day conference with practical workshops, beginning
Friday, 7-9 pm. Saturday 8-3pm. KEYNOTE: Sharon
Abercrombie, Assistant editor of EarthLight Magazine.
Church of the Epiphany, 914 Old Harrods Creek Road.
Contact Sister Chris Dobrowolski, 245-9733. E-mail:
chris@churchofepiphany.com (Sharon Ash, 244-3884, or
Kaye Gallagher, 721-8885)
Sept 19 (Sun) COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN
STATES. First Unitarian Church, 4th & York, 3:00 pm. Call
Beverley Marmion, 451-5658.

registration begins at l:00 pm. Walk at 3:00 pm. Call 574-5947.
(You can also send a check to Louisville AIDS Walk, 810 Barret
Ave, Suite 305, Louisville, KY 40204.)
Sept 27 (Mon) F.O.R. STEERING COMMITTEE (Every 4th
Monday). Presbyterian Seminary, 1044 Alta Vista Road,
Nelson Hall, #10, 7:30 pm. Visitors are welcome. Call
cochairs, Pat Geier, 456-6586, or Mary Horvath, 479-9262.
Sept 30 (Thu) FORsooth LABELING at Beverley Marmion’s
house. Lend your fingers for one brief hour to help with this
joyous endeavor. 6:30 pm. Call 451-5658.
Oct 4 (Mon) ANNUAL “TAKE BACK THE NIGHT” RALLY,
to raise awareness about the causes and effects of violence
against women. March and candlelight vigil on UL campus
with appearances by Dawn Gee, WAVE-TV anchor, and
Monica Hardin, former Miss Kentucky, plus a men’s
discussion group. Contact Chrystal Russell, 852-8976.
Oct 4 (Mon) HARRY PICKENS CONCERT for Contemplation,
fundraiser cosponsored by Interfaith Paths to Peace and Calvin
Presbyterian Church, at the church, 2501 Rudy Lane, 7:00 pm.
Tickets $10 ($5 for seniors/students) available from IPP and
Calvin Church. Call Pam Yenawine, 214-7322.
Oct 10 (Sun) LOUISVILLE HUNGER WALK. It will be joined
this year by the Louisville Crop Walk team to show support for
the refugee ministries operated by Church World Service.
Oct 19-21 (TWT) COMMUNITY INSTITUTE, for adults who
work with young people. Basic skills in conflict resolution,
communication and prejudice reduction. $150. (Twenty
scholarships available for folks who work in faith based
communities provided by the Browinski Fund). Sponsored
by the Peace Education Program. Call 589-6583.
Oct 22 (Fri) FAMILY: A CHILD’S SMALL GROUP
MINISTRY.cSponsored by the Center for Congregations and
Family Ministries at Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, 1044 Alta
Vista Rd, 40205, 9:00-4:00. Registration ($35) begins at 8:30
am. (895-3411) E-mail: lmarch@lpts.edu www.lpts.edu/Families
Oct 26 (Tue) LUNCHEON & silent auction to benefit
PROJECT WOMEN (assisting single mothers who
experience homelessness to obtain baccalaureate degrees).
Keynote: Dianne Aprile, reporter, columnist and free lance
writer. First recipient of a newly established award honoring
women who greatly value higher education will be Eugenia
Powers who went to college after bringing up eight children
and earned two degrees. (She was also a long-time F.O.R.
member!) ll:00 to l:00 at the Galt House. $50. Call 584-8090.
Oct 31 (Sun) HARRY PICKENS CONCERT for
Contemplation, fundraiser cosponsored by Interfaith Paths
to Peace and Westwood Presbyterian Church, at the church,
4432 Greenwood Ave, 5:00 pm. Tickets $10 ($5 for seniors/
students) available from IPP and Westwood Church. Call Pam
Yenawine, 214-7322.
Nov 6 (Sat) HARRY PICKENS CONCERT for Contemplation, fundraiser cosponsored by Interfaith Paths to Peace and
West Broadway United Methodist Church, at the church, 3620
W. Broadway (at Sutcliffe), 6:00 pm. Tickets $10 ($5 for seniors/students) available from IPP and the church. Call Pam
Yenawine, 214-7322.
Nov 6 (Sat) CHURCH WOMEN UNITED. Christ Church
United Methodist Church, 4614 Brownsboro Rd. Call Genny
Scheldorf, 239-5931.
Nov 7 (Sun) HARRY PICKENS CONCERT, fundraiser
cosponsored by Interfaith Paths to Peace and Church of Our
Merciful Savior, at the church, 473 South 11th, 5:30 pm.
Tickets $10 ($5 for seniors/students) available from IPP and
the church. Call Pam Yenawine, 214-7322.
Nov 7 (Sun) FESTIVAL OF FAITHS. Bonhoeffer film. (For youth)
Nov 8 (Mon) Bonhoeffer film, Speed Museum.
Nov 19-21 (FSS) CLOSE THE SOA! Nonviolent Vigil and
Direct Action. Annual protest at the School of the Americas
(WHISC), Fort Benning, Georgia, remembering the martyrs,
especially the assassination of 6 Salvadoran Jesuit priests and
two of their staff in 1989 in El Salvador. For information about
buses, call David Horvath, 479-9262, or Pat Geier, 456-6586.
Dec 1 (Wed) DINING OUT FOR LIFE, coinciding with
WORLD AIDS DAY. Call House of Ruth, 587-5009.
www.houseofruth.net
Dec 9 (Thu) UNITY DINNER, sponsored by the Kentucky
Alliance Against Racist & Political Repression, featuring
RON DANIELS, Director of the Center for Constitutional
Rights in New York, leader of Jesse Jackson’s 1988 campaign
for President and main organizer of the Rainbow Coalition.
Honorees will be the late Roosevelt Roberts, shining example
of grassroots organizing, and Carol Kraemer, superb
organizer for the Fairness Campaign. Special award will be
given to veterans of the Black Workers Coalition. Dinner at
The Gardens, Sixth and Muhammad Ali, catered by Jay’s
afeteria. To order tickets or tables, call 778-8130.

OUT OF TOWN EVENTS
Sept 20 (Mon) DEADLINE FOR THE OCTOBER
ISSUE OF FORsooth. Contact George Morrison, editor,
944-6460. E-mail: klm86@netzero.com For calendar
listings, contact Jean Edwards, 458-8056. E-mail:
edwardsfor@aol.com
Sept 21 (Tue) BARBARA CORCORAN, bestselling author and
chair of the Corcoran Group, sponsored by WOMEN 4
WOMEN at its l2th Annual Luncheon. Galt House East,
ll:30 -1:30. Please RSVP by mail before Sept. 13 to 325 W.
Main, #lll0 (40202). Questions? Call 585-4649, ext. 1019.
Sept 26 ((Sun) BRIDGE OF HOPE 5K RUN to provide vital
services to people with HIV/AID. It is the opening event in a fun
filled day which also includes the AIDS WALK. Begins at 8:30
am on the Belvedere. Register now for $15. Late fee after
September 16 is $20. On-line: www.louisvilleaidswalk.org
Sept 26 (Sun) LOUISVILLE AIDS WALK. “Cross the Bridge
to Hope, and Celebrate Life.” More diagnosed HIV cases are
being reported every day among our young men ages 19-22.
The need for money to help find medical treatment, housing,
food, transportation and financial assistance has increased, yet
state and federal funds diminish more each day. On the Belvedere,

Sept 4 (Sat) NATIONAL RALLY IN DC: “NO ROOM FOR
POVERTY.” National rally in front of the White House to
demand a White House conference aimed at ending poverty
in the United States with focus on the needs of the poor for
jobs, housing, health care and education. Nearly 16 percent
of Kentuckians and l0 percent of Indiana residents live in
poverty according to census figures. The poverty rate in
Jefferson County is 12 percent. Local support for the rally is
being coordinated by the Metro Community Action
Partnership. Special bus leaves on Friday, Sept. 3, at 5:30
am. Board at 1200 S. 3rd St. $130. Scholarships may be
available. Call Gary Dremhl, 574-1157, ext. 323. Please
consider supporting this effort. www.povertyrally.org
Sept 25-Oct 2 KEEP SPACE FOR PEACE WEEK: International
Days of Protest to Stop the Militarization of Space. Fifteen
missile defense interceptors (that have yet to be proven effective)
will be put into the ground at Ft. Greely, Alaska and at Vandenberg
AFB, California to ”protect” the continental U.S. from attack.
Organize a local action in solidarity with groups all over the
world. Contact Global Network, P.O. Box 652, Brunswick, Maine
04011 (207/729-0517) E-mail: globalnet@mindspring.com
www.space4peace.org

Regular Meeting Times for
Area Organizations
AD HOC COALITION FOR AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION – (778-8130)
ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF
KENTUCKIANA – 2nd Thursday (585-3375)
AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB –
3rd Tuesday (451-2155)
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL –
1st Saturday (637-8951)
BIONEERS / SUSTAINABLE LOUISVILLE –
Tuesdays (336-9440)
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – 2nd Tuesday (239-4317)
CAPA (Citizens Against Police Abuse) –
2nd Thursday (778-8130)
C.E.A.S.E. [Citizens for Equitable Assignment to School
Environments] – (778-9427)
C-SAW (Citizens Standing Against War) –
(548-6845 or 636-5848)
CLARK & FLOYD COUNTIES AIDS COALITION –
3rd Thursday (288-2706)
CLOUT [Citizens of Louisville Organized and
Working Together] -(583-1267)
COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN STATES
– 3rd Sunday (451-5658)
COMMON CAUSE – 1st Tuesday,
every other month (228-1534)
COMMUNIST PARTY USA –
Sunday evenings (473-2659)
CONVERSATION CAFE –
Wednesday evenings (454-4820)
CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD – Books by Neale
Donald Walsch. 1st Monday (468-2305)
EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE – 2nd Sunday (569-1876)
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community
dialogues and volunteer opportunities (893-0788)
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION –
4th Monday (456-6586 or 583-4670)
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB –
3rd Tuesday (897-3335)
GREEN PARTY – 1st Tuesday (456-9540)
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – Wednesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays (583-6599)
HATE FREE SCHOOLS COALITION –
3rd Thursday (454-3300)
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE – (214-7322)
JEFFERSON COUNTY WELFARE REFORM
COALITION – 2nd Friday (585-3556)
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (625-3724)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER –
3rd Saturday (774-1116)
KENTUCKIANA FOR KUCINICH – 1st Thursday
(454-4820 or 459-6361)
KENTUCKIANA NATIVE AMERICAN
SUPPORT GROUP (635-2817)
KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] –
2nd Monday, jointly with POWER (589-3188)
KY AIDS LIFE ALLIANCE (KALA) –
Every Thursday (479-7884)
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL
REPRESSION – 3rd Monday (778-8130)
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH
PENALTY – Last Tuesday (721-8885)
KITLAC (KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON
LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN) –
2nd Wednesday (479-9262)
KY RAINBOW/PUSH COALITION – (774-4000)
LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP –
2nd and 4th Thursdays (587-6225)
LPAC (LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION
COMMUNITY) – (558-9124)
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH –
Meditation 1st & 3rd Sundays (473-8435)
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights
(454-3300), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY
(L.I.F.E.) – Sunday evenings (473-2659)
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday
(895-0866 or 899-9261)
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION –
4th Wednesday (584-6858)
NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People) – 3rd Monday (634-1804)
NAMI (National Alliance for the Mentally Ill) –
2nd Monday (245-5287)
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS
AND GAYS (P-FLAG) – 3rd Sunday (329-0229)
PAX CHRISTI – Last Wednesday (456-9342)
PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML –
(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)
PEOPLE’S AGENDA – 2nd Tuesday (778-8130)
POWER [PEOPLE ORGANIZED AND
WORKING FOR ENERGY REFORM] – 2nd Monday,
jointly with KFTC (778-2687)
PROGRESSIVE STUDENTS LEAGUE AT UL –
Every Tuesday (635-1292)
RCRC [Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice] –
(585-3050)
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
SHADHULIYYAH SUFI SPIRITUALITY GROUP –
Thursday nights (893-6122)
Note: If your group would like to be added to this list
or if information needs to be updated, please let us
know by calling 458-8056.

