
 By Michael Tee 
 

Immigration attorney and community 
activist Ron Russell spoke to an audience 
of about 75 people at Hotel Louisville on 
February 16, 2017. He talked about the 
reactionary immigration policies of the 
Trump administration, articulating in de-
tail how Trump’s recent executive orders 
are impractical, unjust, and some even 
unconstitutional. He also explained how 
they can and must be resisted.  

The Third Thursday Lunches are spon-
sored by the Fellowship of Reconciliation 
(FOR) and Interfaith Paths to Peace. 

Russell explained that Trump has in-
structed Immigration and Custom's En-
forcement (ICE) to deport immigrants 
who have "committed acts which consti-
tute a chargeable offense, misrepresented 
themselves to a government agency, or 
abused any public benefits program." Un-
der this new policy all undocumented im-
migrants, even if they have not been con-
victed of a criminal offense, would be 
subject to arrest, detention and removal, 
based on the fact that they committed a 
misdemeanor offense by entering the U.S. 

without authorization.  

This policy is currently being applied 
to undocumented immigrants from Mexi-
co, Central and South America, as well as 
other undocumented immigrants from 
other countries. It will likely be expanded 
to immigrants who are unauthorized as a 
result of having overstayed their visas.  

As part of this draconian policy, 
Trump also seeks to deny federal funding 
to sanctuary cities— those cities all across 
the country that refuse to cooperate with 
the new executive orders. For example, 
many cities ban their police from partici-
pation in the 287(g) program, where po-
lice officers are deputized to perform 
functions of an Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) officer. Some cities 
also refuse to recognize ICE detainers that 
request they notify ICE when releasing 
immigrant inmates from custody. These 
actions will likely lead the Trump Admin-
istration to punish cities for their refusal to 
cooperate with new federal anti-
immigration policies. 

Most importantly, Russell discussed a  
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A recent FORsooth article, “Safety 
zone needed” (December, 2016), described 
the need for protecting patients entering 
Kentucky’s last abortion clinic, located in   
Louisville.  

After working for a year to document 
the harassment suffered by patients and 
their families, a group of concerned citi-
zens is bringing the issue to the attention 
of Louisville’s Metro Council. Under the 
rubric, “If you see something, say some-
thing,” these individuals are saying that 
they see a dangerous situation on the pub-
lic sidewalks around Second & Market 
Streets and hope to bring a measure of 
safety to the clinic entrance before there is 
bloodshed. The remedy they seek is an 
ordinance establishing a 20-foot Safety 
Zone at the clinic entrance. 

After one-on-one meetings with at 
least 16 Metro Council members, this 
group of advocates followed up with a 
letter to all 30 members of the Council.  

Portions of the letter follow, below. 

 Readers are encouraged to contact their 
own Metro Council member and urge leg-
islative action to protect public safety in 
what is now a volatile and potentially dan-
gerous area of Metro Louisville. 

Although police are often present in 
the vicinity of the clinic, they cannot arrest 
people assaulting patients or escorts unless 
they personally witness the assault.  To 
date, the assaults have resulted in bruises, 
not bloodshed, but the level of aggression 
continues to escalate. 

Louisville will be the venue for a large 
gathering of anti-abortion organizations in 
late July, 2017. It is hoped that a 20-foot 
Safety Zone can be established well before 
then. 

From the letter to Metro Council Mem-
bers: 

 “Throughout the fall, we met with you 
[Metro Council member] to discuss our 
grave concerns about the safety of patients 
seeking medical services at the EMW 
Women’s  

Surgical Center. Recent escalations out-
side the clinic have increased the necessity 
for a safety zone. As you recall from pre-
vious meetings, we described the need for 
a safety zone around the facility because 
of escalating physical and verbal threats to 
patients and their loved ones. We left ma-
terials with you documenting months of 
patient accounts of these threats and 
images showing the obstructed access to 
the clinic that create a volatile and dange-

rous situation week after week. 

“These safety concerns have escalated 
as we now fear imminent harm to the safe-
ty of physicians and patients due to the 
ever-increasing aggressive actions of out-
side anti-abortion groups and agitators. 
Legal observers have documented inci-
dences of disruptions with patients at-
tempting access to the clinic.  

                              ( continued on page 2 )  
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Anti-abortion protesters physically harassing clinic escorts outside  
Kentucky’s only abortion clinic:  resting a sign on someone’s head (left), 
pressing a sign into someone’s face (right.). 
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These actions include pushing, shoving 
and physical blockades of the access area. 
This past February 3 and February 4. 2017, 
observers witnessed the following actions: 
blocking of the sidewalk, pushing, shoving 
of patients, following patients for more 
than a block despite being asked by pa-
tients to stop, and verbal threats to escorts. 
During these incidents, despite limited 
police presence, no police intervention 
occurred. 

“On February 3 and February 4, anti-
abortion protesters from Operation Rescue 
and Operation Save America converged on 
our city and were responsible for much of 
the conduct that occurred outside the clin-
ic. It is estimated that of 175 protesters at 
the clinic on February 4, that 135 were 
from out of town. These outside groups are 
planning on more disruptions targeting our 
city this summer. 

“Our concerns involve the recent deci-
sion of anti-access groups from outside 
Louisville targeting our community. Possi-
bly emboldened by non-action to the 
above-mentioned behavior outside the 
clinic, these groups have begun targeting 
places in the community including area 
middle and high schools as well as the 
University of Louisville Physicians Outpa-
tient Center. These groups have begun a 
sustained campaign of harassment directed 
at a physicians at EMW Women’s Surgical 
Center. These actions include demonstra-
tions outside the University of Louis-
ville Physicians Outpatient Center and 
disseminating information identifying the 
physicians in ways that risk escalating and 
inciting the threatening and menacing na-
ture of the protesters. These kinds of tar-
geted threats on physicians are what led 
the U.S. Congress to enact the FACE 
[Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances] 
Act in 1994. 

“Imagine being stalked more than a 
block while trying to obtain medical care. 
Imagine having a hostile protester leaning 

on your body pushing you with his weight 
for thirty minutes straight while you are 
trying to retain the safe passage of patients 
into the clinic. Imagine these individual 
threats in the context of as many as 175 
other protesters being present. 

“Any one of these threatening encoun-
ters could have a tragic and terrifying end-
ing without proper legal boundaries. Our 
proposed ordinance carefully preserves the 
speech and expressive rights of protesters, 
but draws a clear safety zone protecting 
twenty feet surrounding the health care 
facility entrance to allow patients, workers, 
and pedestrians to move safely. 

“This ordinance would help law en-
forcement enforce clear boundaries that 
balance the health and safety interests of 
the patients and clinic workers with the 
protest rights of others. It will end the 
threats, physical contact, and obstruction 
that create an environment of fear and in-

timidation that threatens the freedom of 
movement and bodily safety of the clinic 
patients and workers. 

“These documented accounts of nation-
al outside observers suggest that we must 
act as a community. We cannot afford to 
wait until Louisville becomes a national 
headline from these daily threats and as-
saults. We have too much to protect in this 
city, from our vibrant tourism industry, to 
the individual medical needs and safety of 
individuals throughout the state, to the 
high-quality medical campuses and offices 
of our University. On February 3rd and 
4th, most the protesters were out-of-town 
protesters. They are targeting our city spe-
cifically. As outlined in the packet, other 
cities like Louisville have taken critical 
steps to create a safety zone that protects 
its city and residents. It is time for us to do 
the same. There is too much at stake.” 

Please call and email your metro coun-

cil member and Mayor Fischer and ask 
them to support creating a Safety Zone.  

Get your council member’s phone and 
email at : 

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/metro-
council/districts-1-26 

Or google “Louisville metro council” 
and click on the “Districts 1-26” tab on the 
left. 

Get the Mayor’s’ phone and email at: 

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/mayor
-greg-fischer  

Or google “Mayor Fischer” 

 

Kate Cunningham is a longtime advocate 
for peace, justice, Earth and feminism. She 
is past president of the Northern Kentucky 
Women's Crisis Center, president of A 
Fund, Inc., a life member of Sierra Club 
and an ACLU KY Face of Liberty. Contact 
her at  kate.cunningham9@gmail.com 

Safety zone needed now  (continued from page 1) 
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Louisville FOR Co-chairpersons: 

Pat Geier 502-609-7985     Chris Harmer 502-899-4119 

Kate Cunningham 

Anti-abortion protesters physically harassing clinic escorts outside  
Kentucky’s only abortion clinic:  woman (center) leaning against a 
clinic escort. 
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new Executive Order and a Memorandum 
on Border Enforcement issued by John 
Kelly, the new Director of the Department 
of Homeland Security. Arguably the most 
important part of this Order expands the 
application of the Expedited Removal pro-
cess throughout the country. This policy is 
currently only applied at airports, border 
points of entry, and against recently en-
tered undocumented immigrants who are 
caught within one hundred miles of the 
border. Under the expansion any arrested 
undocumented immigrant would be denied 
a bond, an attorney, and a right to a hear-
ing before an immigration judge.  

Notably, the expansion of Expedited 
Removal would eliminate the possibility of 
undocumented individuals obtaining a 
legal status, including permanent residen-
cy, a possibility for millions of undocu-
mented immigrants, through a hearing in 
immigration court. The Memorandum una-
pologetically noted that Expedited Remov-
al would eliminate a further backlog in 
immigration courts, without mentioning 
that it would also deny undocumented im-
migrants their right to due process guaran-
teed under current immigration law and 
the U.S. Constitution. 

Russell believes this large-scale use of 
expedited deportation is the only way 
Trump can keep his promise to quickly 
deport up to three million undocumented 
immigrants. Otherwise, nearly all charges 
of deportability would have to be reviewed 
by an immigration judge—a process that 
could take several years for each court 

case, not including appeals. 

Russell suggested legal ways undocu-
mented immigrants and their allies can 
resist unjust immigration policies. These 
include:  

– utilizing their 4th Amendment right to 
not allow immigration officers or police 
officers enter their homes without a search 
warrant; 

– asserting their right under the 5th Amend-

ment to not answer any questions by immi-
gration officers or police about their immi-
gration status or place of birth 

– carrying copies, at all times, of docu-
mentation (birth certificates, pay stubs, 
monthly bills, medical records, etc.) to 
prove they have been continuously physi-
cally present in the U.S. for the last two 
years. 
– if detained, insist on a right to go before 
an immigration judge, based on the above-

mentioned documentation.  

  Russell concluded his talk with a 
question-and-answer period. One question 
concerned the similarity between efforts to 
punish sanctuary cities and the Fugitive 
Slave Act. Russell acknowledged parallels 
between Trump’s policy of penalizing 
sanctuary cities and historically racist poli-
cies such as the Fugitive Slave Act that 
punished Abolitionists who gave aid and 
refuge to escaped slaves.  

Possible local actions in support of 
immigrants were also discussed.  

The Third Thursday Lunches will re-
sume again in the fall with new lineup of 
interesting speakers. For information, con-
tact Cathy Ford at 458-1223 or email: 
fordhoff@bellsouth.net 

To learn more about what you can do 
to help immigrants, visit: 
www.lacasitacenter.org/  

For more information and updates per-
taining to immigration, visit: 
www.russellimlaw.com/news 

 

Michael Tee is a writer and community 
activist in Louisville, Kentucky. He is a 
former member of the original Black Pan-
ther Party, Philadelphia Chapter, and is 
former Co-chairperson of the Delaware 
Chapter of the Rainbow Coalition. He 
would like to connect with fellow activists 
in Louisville. Contact him at sol-
dieroflove.kennard@gmail.com 

 By Gary Liebert 
 

Cathe Dykstra spoke about Family 
Scholar House at the Third Thursday 
Lunch on November 17, 2016.  Cathe is 
Chief Possibility Officer, President, and 
CEO of Family Scholar House. She has 
been involved in the organization since 
2005. 

 Family Scholar House provides af-
fordable housing and services for single 
parents, so they can attend and finish col-
lege with degrees. The mission of Family 
Scholar House is to end the cycle of pov-
erty and transform our community by em-
powering families and youth to succeed in 
education and achieve life-long self-
sufficiency.  “It’s a big mission,” says 
Cathe, “but our organization is committed 
to the success of the next generation.” 

Cathe has a B.A. in Economics from 
Wake Forest University, with banking and 
financial experience and over 20 years of 
experience in social work with the goal of 
assisting special populations through inno-
vative approaches to attaining and main-
taining self-sufficiency.  She is committed 
to promoting the importance of education 
as an asset that appreciates over time and 
provides long-term self-sufficiency 
through career-track employment.  She 
sees her role as changing the paradigm for 
work with families in poverty from short-
term support to long-term solutions. 

All the student-parents at Family 
Scholar house are full-time college stu-
dents and must maintain a 2.0 GPA in their 
classes. They attend 13 different colleges 
in the Louisville area. They’re free to 

choose their courses of study, and Family 
Scholar House provides academic support 
and guidance. 

Community partners, businesses, and 
foundations provide critical financial sup-
port to the program—no federal or state 
funds are used. And these businesses often 
hire Family Scholar House students after 
they finish their degrees. Contributions 
from individual donors are also greatly 
appreciated.  

Family Scholar House demonstrates 
environmental stewardship with a green 
roof and recycling programs throughout 
the organization’s buildings. Cathe said 
it’s important to provide an example of 
how these programs work in the real 
world. “It’s difficult to say you should 
recycle if you’re not recycling. It’s diffi-
cult to say how important the environment 
is if you’re not living it out.” 

There are many hands-on and family-
bonding activities at Family Scholar 
House , such as “Mommy & Me Cooking 
Classes.” People from the surrounding 
community are invited to act as surrogate 
grandparents to the children, in the 
“Family Café.” There are also counseling 
services available for the students.   

Student-parents leave the Family 
Scholar House  residential facilities once 
they graduate from college, but they often 
return to share their stories with current 
residents and take part in a post-program 
support system. 

Cathe told stories about several of the 
students-parents, accompanied by videos. 

The stories of Angela and Aleshia were 
illustrative. They overcame challenges just 
to move into the Family Scholar House. 
They worked very hard to graduate from 
college while taking care of children and 
participating in group activities. They are 
now starting medical careers: Angela is a 
nurse practitioner, and Aleshia is in medi-
cal school studying to be an OB-GYN 
physician. 

Family Scholar House currently has 
215 families in their facilities. Most are 
families with single mothers. Three are 

families with single fathers.  In 2016, Fam-
ily Scholar House served 3,296 families 
with 4,451 children. 

Starting with only four people, Family 

Scholar House House now has 13 staff 
members and over 1800 volunteers who 
provide the equivalent of the hours of 12 
staff members.  Nine hundred and seven 
families are waiting to join the program. 

Family Scholar House has programs in 
other cities. They partner with the Sisters 
of St. Benedict in Ferdinand, Indiana.  

Family Scholar House regularly publishes a 
magazine called “EmPower” that lists up-
coming events and tells stories about par-
ticipants. 

“We believe in what we do, we believe 
in the value to our families, and we believe 
in the value to each of you in the commu-
nity,” Cathe said.  “It’s clear that the com-
munity appreciates what we do, too.” 

With four campuses in Louisville and 
outreach programs in Carrollton, Ken-
tucky, Ferdinand, Indiana and Sellersburg, 
Indiana, Family Scholar House has in-
creased housing capacity and expanded 
services to meet the growing needs of our 
region. Yet, the need for services contin-
ues to drive expansion plans locally, re-
gionally, and nationally. A fifth Louisville 
campus will open in mid-2017. Family 
Scholar House’s first national affiliate 
opened in Pikeville, Kentucky in Novem-
ber 2013 and a second affiliate in Coving-
ton, KY will open in 2017. Additional 
Louisville campuses and affiliates are in 
development. 

Family Scholar House has expanded 
geographically to serve other communities 
in our region, developed and launched the 
affiliate program to replicate the Family 
Scholar House model, and completed over 
$58 million in construction projects that 
provide affordable housing for low-income 
families.  

Family Scholar House is also expand-
ing its mission to serve young adults who 
have aged out of foster care. It will begin 
providing housing for them when the next 
Louisville campus is completed in 2017. 

Family Scholar House was honored as 
a 2010 national winner of the Charles L. 
Edson Award for Excellence in Tax Credit 
Housing. In December 2010, it was recog-
nized as the Not-for-Profit of the Year by 
Business First.  Family Scholar House 
received the 2011 Service Provider of the 
Year award from the Coalition for the 
Homeless and a 2013 Bobby Ellis Award 
from Dare to Care.  

In 2013, Cathe Dykstra received the 
Most Admired Woman in Community Non
-profits award from Today’s Woman Mag-
azine and the Pyramid Award of Excel-
lence for the Art of Leadership from the 
Center for Nonprofit Excellence. 

 Family Scholar House invites you to 
attend its graduation celebration for the 
Class of 2017, which will be held on Tues-
day, May 16th at the Muhammad Ali Cen-
ter.  The event is open to the public and 
begins at 5:30pm with a short program 
beginning around 6:15pm.  

For more information or to RSVP,  
contact Kate Brackett at (502) 813-3086. 

To learn more about Family Scholar 
House and make a donation to support 
their work, visit their website at          
http://familyscholarhouse.org 

Third Thursday Lunch:   

Cathe Dykstra of Family Scholar House 

Ron Russell (front row, second from left) with his colleagues at the  
Russell Immigration Law Firm.  http://www.russellimlaw.com/  

Cathe Dykstra 

mailto:fordhoff@bellsouth.net
http://www.lacasitacenter.org/
http://www.russellimlaw.com/news
http://familyscholarhouse.org
http://www.russellimlaw.com/
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 The Jewish army (Haganah) ordered Palestinians to leave their villages and walk east. 
The army fired over their heads while yelling “Go to Jordan!”  Stragglers were shot.  
Many Palestinians died of  thirst while walking for days, especially children and the      
elderly.  

 The Jewish army followed “Plan Dalet,”  which called for expelling most of the Pales-
tinian population, so the newly created state of Israel would have a Jewish majority.                     
The Jewish terrorist organizations Irgun and Lehi committed massacres in Palestinian  
villages, creating terror and causing  the population to flee for their lives.                                           
          

 In 1948, the Jewish terrorist organizations Irgun (Irgun Tzvai Leumi) and Lehi (Lohamei Herut 
Israel)  were merged with the Jewish army 
(Haganah) to form the Israeli Army, which 
exists today.  The name of the Israeli Army 
was created by taking one word from the 
name of each of those three organizations 
and combining them to form:   Tzvai Ha-
ganah L’Israel,   meaning  “Israel Defense 
Force.”  The Israeli Army awarded a  “Lehi 
Ribbon”  to former Lehi members.                   
It is still worn today. 

Palestinian homes in Haifa destroyed by the 
Jewish army in 1948.  To create the state of 
Israel, Jewish forces destroyed over 400 Pales-
tinian towns and villages, so the inhabitants 
couldn’t return. Palestinians who tried to re-
turn  were shot. 

The Nakba 
(Catastrophe) 

1947 – 1948 

Palestinian victims of the Deir Yassin massacre, committed 
in 1948 by the Jewish terrorist organizations Irgun and Lehi 

Many Palestinians still have the keys 
to their homes in Palestine (now  
called Israel). The homes have been 
destroyed, or left to ruin, or are     
being lived in by Jewish Israelis. 

Palestinian refugee camp in Lebanon in 1948. 

Photo collage and text by Russ Greenleaf.  Russ Greenleaf is a Jewish peace activist and writer in Louisville, Kentucky.  
Archival photos from Wikimedia Commons https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Commons  

and Creative Commons Share and Share Alike sources https://creativecommons.org/  
To learn more about the Nakba, see:   
         “The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine” - Ilan Pappe;         “State of Terror: How Terrorism Created Modern Israel” - Thomas Suarez 
 

See websites:     Institute for Middle East Understanding (IMEU)  https://imeu.org/         If Americans Knew  http://ifamericaknew.org/                                                    
  The Palestine Chronicle    http://www.palestinechronicle.com/         Google:   “Lydda Death March”   “Deir Yassin Massacre”   “Nakba”    

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_Commons
https://creativecommons.org/
https://imeu.org/
http://ifamericaknew.org/
http://www.palestinechronicle.com/
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 By Russ Greenleaf 
 

May 14, 2017 marks the 69th anniver-
sary of the creation of the State of Israel, 
which occurred on May 14, 1948. Many 
Israelis and American Jews celebrate it as 
“Israel Independence Day.” Palestinians 
mourn it as the “Nakba,” which means 
“catastrophe” in Arabic. Nakba Day is 
observed every year on May 15. 

It takes five minutes to understand why 
it is celebrated by some and mourned by 
others. The facts below are true to the best 
of my knowledge, not influenced by bias 
against Israel. I was biased in favor of 
Israel for most of my life— until I learned 
these facts: 

 

The Palestinians are the indigenous 
people of Palestine. They have been living 
there for thousands of years. They are the 
descendants of all the people who have 
ever lived in Palestine. 

They are  the descendants  of the    
Canaanites, mentioned in the Bible as the 
first inhabitants of the land. The Palestini-
ans are also descendants of the Israelites 
who stayed in the land and converted first 
to Christianity and then to Islam. As a re-
sult, by 1820, the population of Palestine 
was 85% Muslim, 10% Christian, and 4% 
Jewish, and Palestine was fully inhabited 
and agriculturally productive. 

In 1947, under pressure from Jewish 
(Zionist) lobbyists, the United Nations 
narrowly voted to take half of Palestine 
and give it to European Jewish refugees 
from the holocaust. 

The Palestinians said, ‘No, that’s not 
fair. We didn’t cause the holocaust.’ 

The European Jews said, ‘Yes, we’ll 
take it.’  And they did.  Zionist Jews 
formed an army and took Palestine by 
force in 1948, conquering 78% of Pales-
tine. 

The Jewish army drove out most of the 
Palestinians and destroyed their homes so 
they couldn’t return. Palestinians who tried 
to return were shot. The European Jews 
renamed their part of Palestine “Israel.” 

In 1967, Israel launched a surprise at-
tack and conquered the remaining 22% of 
Palestine. That 22% of Palestine is called 
the “West Bank,” “Gaza,” and “East Jeru-
salem.” The United Nations told Israel to 

give it back, because it’s against interna-
tional law to acquire territory by force. But 
Israel didn’t give it back. 

Israel is now the only country in the 
world that believes it owns the West Bank, 
Gaza, and East Jerusalem. 

The rest of the world, including the 
United States, considers the West Bank, 
Gaza, and East Jerusalem to be Palestinian 
land under military occupation by a for-
eign army—the foreign army being Israel. 

The Palestinians have been struggling 
for their freedom ever since, and Israel has 
been killing Palestinians to maintain its 
military occupation of their land. That is 
what is called the “Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict.” 

 

Resistance to occupation 

Most of the Palestinian resistance to 
Israeli occupation is non-violent re-
sistance. A small percentage of Palestini-
ans exercise their right under international 
law to engage in armed resistance to Is-
rael’s military occupation of their land. 
The Palestinian resistance is David vs  
Goliath, because Israel has one of the 
strongest armies in the world, with the 

most modern warplanes, tanks, and ad-
vanced weaponry, including a full nuclear 
arsenal. 

The Palestinians do not have a single 
warplane or tank. All they have is stones, 
small arms, homemade rockets, and great 
courage and determination to survive as a 
people despite Israel’s efforts to wipe them 
off the map. 

Usually in America we only hear about 
part of the conflict—the part where the 
Palestinians  fight  back.    Here’s one ex-
ample: 

We heard in the news that Palestinians 
in Gaza launched 2,700 rockets into Israel 
between 2005 and 2008. But we didn’t 
hear the fact that those small homemade 
rockets were so inaccurate that most fell in 
empty fields, and a total of 10 Israelis 
died. 

We didn’t hear the fact that, during that 
same period of time, Israel fired 15,000 
artillery shells into Gaza, launched 625 
airstrikes on Gaza, and killed over 745 
Palestinians—many of them innocent ci-
vilians. 

So Israel launched 9 times as many 
attacks, and killed 70 times as many peo-
ple, but we mostly heard about Palestini-
ans firing rockets. That made it sound like 
the Palestinians were beating up on Isra-
el—when the opposite was true. 

We also heard in the news that Israel 
was simply retaliating against Palestinian 
rockets—when the opposite was true. De-
tailed analysis by Israeli scholars showed 
that, in most cases, Palestinian rockets 
were fired only after Israel broke a period 
of calm by initiating attacks against the 
Palestinians. That same pattern of Israeli 
aggression and Palestinian response con-
tinues today. 

Why do we hear only one side of the 
story? Because the Israel Lobby exerts 
tremendous pressure on the news media to 
make sure coverage of Israel is mostly 
positive and favorable. 

 

Destroying Gaza,  
Annexing the West Bank 

 

In 2006, Israel initiated a blockade of 
Gaza (which continues today) preventing 
adequate food and medicine from entering 
Gaza. This meets the definition of collec-
tive punishment, which is a war crime. 

In 2008, Israel violated a truce and 
launched a full-scale war against Gaza, in 
which Israel killed over 900 Palestinian 
civilians—including 400 children—and 
committed numerous well-documented 
war crimes. Three Israeli civilians died. 

Israel initiated similar wars against 

Gaza in 2012 and 2014, bombing neigh-
borhoods, schools, and hospitals and kill-
ing hundreds of Palestinian civilians. Israel 
calls these wars “mowing the grass.”    
Israel’s routine bombing is destroying 
Gaza’s water system—and the blockade 
prevents it from being repaired. As a re-
sult, Gaza could become uninhabitable by 
2020, according to a United Nations re-
port. 

Israel is targeting the infrastructure of 
Gaza in a way that will soon make life 
impossible there. This meets the definition 
of genocide, according to Israeli scholar 
Ilan Pappe and other observers.  

Meanwhile in the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem, Israel is steadily confiscating 
more land from the Palestinians, and evict-
ing Palestinians from that land, and giving 
the land to Jewish-only settlements. This is 
illegal under international law.  

Israeli leaders have publicly declared 
their intention to annex the West Bank and 
make it part of Israel. The Palestinians are 
being forced onto ever-shrinking reserva-
tions, like the Native Americans. 

This is all made possible by the billions 
of U.S. tax dollars that are funneled to 
Israel every year, thanks to the Israel Lob-
by. The Israel Lobby consistently ranks in 
the top four most powerful lobby groups in 
the U.S. It is unmatched in its ability to 
influence the media, intimidate members 
of Congress, and get the U.S. government 
to do what it wants 98% of the time. 

Israel has rejected several peace offers 
from the Palestinian side and has chosen to 
continue confiscating Palestinian land in-
stead. 

Many experts agree that the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict would end if enough 
Americans learned the truth and pressured 
our elected officials to end U.S. aid to Isra-
el. Until then, Israel has a blank check 
from America to do whatever it wants. 

To learn more visit: 

Institute for Middle East  
Understanding (IMEU) 

  https://imeu.org/  

 

If Americans Knew 

 http://ifamericaknew.org/  
 
Mondoweiss 

http://mondoweiss.net/  
 
 The Palestine Chronicle 
 http://www.palestinechronicle.com/  
 

Russ Greenleaf is a Jewish peace activist 
and writer in Louisville, Kentucky. He is a 
member of the Louisville Committee for 
Peace in the Middle East (LCPME) and is 
on the Board of Directors of the Louisville 
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR). He is 
the Managing Editor of the FORsooth 
newspaper.  Contact him at russgreen-
leaf@yahoo.com 

Five-minute history of the  

Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 

Russ Greenleaf 

Image from  Alison Weir and  If Americans Knew   http://ifamericaknew.org/  
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 By Sam Avery 

The pieces finally came together: I bought 
a plug-in hybrid car (Chevy Volt) and in-
stalled a new set of solar panels on the 
garage roof. 

I’m driving on sunshine! 

 The Volt looks and drives like any 
other car, just quieter, and it costs about 
what a new car ought to cost.  With a full 
charge, the first 40 to 45 miles are all elec-
tric.  After that, a gasoline engine kicks in 
and I get about 39 miles per gallon.  If I 
lived in town I would probably use no gas 
at all. 

 The car is great – I love it – but it’s not 
the final answer.  For any kind of road trip 
it turns into the same old fossil dinosaur 
we’re trying to get away from.  The range 
just isn’t enough, and I still end up burning 
gas.  But I think we’ve turned a corner.  
The hybrid technology will get better – 
batteries will improve and range will get 
up over the hundred-mile mark, maybe 
way over.  More charging stations will 
show up and charging times will diminish.  
It will take a while for the infrastructure to 
come into place, and a while before we can 
get away from the gasoline backup, but 
this is a technology that we can trust.  It 
works.  I can go anywhere in this car. 

 We’ve turned a corner with this tech-
nology because not only can we trust it, we 
can afford it.  Electric motors are much 
cheaper to operate and maintain than gaso-
line engines.  Only five moving parts: the 
drive shaft and four wheels.  No belts, car-
buretors, valves, pistons, pumps, distribu-
tors, or spark plugs.  No transmission.   

Even the gas engine of a plug-in hybrid 

is simpler: all it does is charge the battery.  
It’s not connected to the drive train so it 
doesn’t have to operate at a wide range of 
rpms like a conventional automobile en-
gine.  It just kicks in – seamlessly – when 
the car is already moving.   

Because electric motors are so much 
more efficient, the cost of the electricity 
itself is much cheaper than gas, even with-

out solar.  If I charge up at a 
friend’s house, a full “tank” of 
electricity costs a dollar and a 
half – that’s less than 4 cents a 
mile!  You’re probably paying 
four times that much for gas.   

 That’s the part that scares 
me.  The electric car is going to 
happen because it’s cheaper.  
Market forces will steer us in 
this direction.  But the plug-in 
car is only half the way toward 
driving on sunshine.  If we go 
electric without going solar we 
will end up burning less gaso-
line but more coal and natural 
gas to make the electricity.   

That would be a little better 
because the efficiency factor 
would still be there – we would 
need less coal and natural gas 
to get the same mileage – but 
we would still be burning fossil 
fuel to run our cars.  We would 
still be in the hole we’re trying 
to get out of, only digging it 
deeper at a slightly lower rate. 
That’s not good enough.  To 

survive the climate crisis we are will have 
to make changes that do not save us mon-
ey.  We will choose life even if it  the al-
ternative is cheaper. 

We will have to choose solar no matter 
how expensive it is. If we have to pour 
billions into research and development for 
cheaper, more efficient, and more univer-
sally applicable systems of collecting and 
storing solar energy, we will do it.  If it 
costs the hundreds of billions of dollars 
that we are now investing, as a society, in 
fossil fuel infrastructure, we will do it.  If 

we have to put solar collectors in low-
Earth orbit, we will do that, too.  If civili-
zation continues to use energy we will 
have to go solar in a big way – a really big 
way.  There are other sources of renewable 
energy, but the big one is the sun. 

We will have to go solar no matter 
what, but it will turn out to be easier than 
we thought.  There’s going to be a conver-
gence of survival and economic interests.  
The new solar panels I put on my garage 
roof cost about a fifth as much as the ones 
I put on my house ten years ago.  The in-
verter is a little cheaper, too.  Solar tech-
nology is becoming better and less expen-
sive even as it becomes more essential to 
human civilization.  It may be cheaper, 
after all, to choose life. That part doesn’t 
scare me a bit. 

I’m only getting the first 40 miles or so 
on sunshine, and I don’t yet see many 
charging stations at the stores and restau-
rants I go to, but I think we’re over the 
hump.  I think it’s going to happen.  Soon 
we will all be driving cars without any 
carbon fuel at all.  It’s going to boom.  We 
can do this thing. 

 

Sam Avery is author of The Pipeline and 
the Paradigm, a book on the Keystone XL 
pipeline.  He is also a local activist and 
solar installer. 

By Russ Greenleaf 
 

The FORsooth newspaper needs a 
managing editor. 

I have enjoyed serving  as managing 
editor of this newspaper.  However, I need 
to shift my focus to other things at this 
time. 

FORsooth is seeking a new managing 
editor to step in and keep this great little 
progressive newspaper going.  

This is a volunteer position, but the 
managing editor does receive a stipend of 
$100 per issue. We are currently publish-
ing 10 issues per year. 

Qualifications: 

Excellent knowledge of English grammar, 

spelling, and composition 

Ability to edit and proofread articles 

Ability to make schedules, meet deadlines, 
and track and manage multiple tasks 

Willingness to publish progressive articles 
compatible with the views of the Fellow-
ship of Reconciliation (FOR) 

Professional experience or training in 
journalism would be a plus. 

Job description: 

The managing editor is responsible for 
the production of the FORsooth newspa-
per. They make sure all the necessary 
tasks are completed on time to produce the 
newspaper each month.  

The managing editor job can be per-

formed at home. It requires a phone, com-
puter, and internet connection. 

Performing the job can take 20 hours 
(or more or less) each month, depending 
on skill and experience. 

Tasks include: 

Contact people and ask them to write arti-
cles for FORsooth. 

Send reminders to writers about deadlines 
for articles. 

Make sure enough articles are received 
each month to fill the newspaper. 

Send the articles to the editorial team to be 
edited. 

Proofread articles received from the edito-
rial team and edit articles as needed. 

Conduct editorial team meetings. 

Send edited articles to the graphic artist 
for layout. 

Review the layout and send corrections 
and changes to the graphic artist. 

Review and approve the finished layout. 

Email the finished layout to the printer. 

 

If you know anyone who would like to 
apply for the position of Managing Editor, 
please contact: 

russgreenleaf@yahoo.com   502-264-2437   

pgeier@fastmail.fm   502-609-7985 

 

Please spread the word about this vol-
unteer job opportunity! 

Job opening:  Managing Editor for FORsooth  

Driving on Sunshine 
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Sam Avery’s electric car with solar 
panels on the garage. 

Sam Avery 

Job opening:  Graphic Artist for FORsooth  
The FORsooth newspaper needs a 

graphic artist. The graphic artist will per-
form the layout of the newspaper each 
month. 

This is a volunteer position, but the  
graphic artist does receive a stipend of  up 
to $100 per issue. We are currently pub-
lishing 10 issues per year. 

Qualifications: 

Proficiency in Photoshop or equivalent 
software 

Proficiency in InDesign or similar publish-
ing software 

Ability to do the complete layout of the 

newspaper in InDesign or other publishing 
software 

Ability to meet deadlines 

Professional experience or training as a 
graphic artist would be a plus 

Job description: 

The graphic artist is responsible for all 
aspects of the layout of the FORsooth 
newspaper.  

The graphic artist will will arrange 
articles and photos on the eight pages of 
the FORsooth newspaper to produce a 
finished printer-quality PDF document.  

The graphic artist job can be performed 
at home. It requires access to InDesign and 
Photoshop, or similar graphic-arts soft-
ware, and access to a phone, computer, and 
internet connection. 

Performing the job of graphic artist  
can take 5 hours (or more or less) each 
month, depending on skill and experience. 

Tasks include: 

Receive 10 articles and photos by email as 
Microsoft Word documents and jpegs. 

Arrange the articles and photos on pages. 

Create headlines, ads, and graphics. 

Convert color photos to black and white. 

Make corrections and changes to the lay-
out as requested 

Convert the layout to a printer-quality PDF 
document. 

If you know anyone who would like to 
apply for the position of Graphic Artist, 
please contact: 

russgreenleaf@yahoo.com   502-264-2437   

pgeier@fastmail.fm   502-609-7985 

 

Please spread the word about this vol-
unteer job opportunity! 

mailto:russgreenleaf@yahoo.com
mailto:pgeier@fastmail.fm
mailto:russgreenleaf@yahoo.com
mailto:pgeier@fastmail.fm
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Regular Meeting Times for  
Area Organizations 
AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE – Every third 

Friday at noon at Sullivan University, www.au.org (Contact Paul Simmons at 502-608-
7517) pdsimmons14@gmail.com 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL – (Sharon 637-8951) 
APPAF (American Palestine Public Affairs Forum) – www.appaf.org  (664-2761) 
AUDUBON SOCIETY OF KENTUCKY – www.audubonsocietyofky.org 
BECKHAM BIRD CLUB – 2nd Saturday, 7PM, www.beckhambirds.org 
BLACK LIVES MATTER – Every Sunday, 3PM, 3208 W. Broadway, 
chelm416@gmail.com 
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – Last Monday every other month (239-4317 for details) 
CAPA [Citizens against Police Abuse] –2nd Thursday (778-8130) Meet at Braden Center, 

3208 W. Broadway 
CART [Coalition for the Advancement of Regional Transportation] – 3rd Wednesday, Union 

Station, TARC Board Room 
CEDAW [Convention for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women] – 2nd Tuesday, 
6:30 pm, Bon Air Library, rosieblue1941@gmail.com 
CLOUT [CITIZENS OF LOUISVILLE ORGANIZED AND WORKING TOGETHER] – 

(583-1267) 
COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST – 2nd Monday (456-6586) 
COMMON CAUSE – Ad hoc discussions. Continuous engagement. 

www.commoncause.org/ky 
COMMUNITY COALITION ON THE HEALTHY HOMETOWN – Every Monday, 

5:30PM (502-574-6209) 
COMMUNITY FARM ALLIANCE OF KENTUCKY – (859-351-4508) cfaky.org 
COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” – 1st Sunday, 7pm (899-4119) 
EARTHSAVE POTLUCK – 2nd Saturday, 6PM (502-299-2520) 

www.LouisvilleEarthSave.org 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE OWNERS OF LOUISVILLE (EVOLVE) – join us on facebook, 

stuartungar@icloud.com 
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community dialogues and volunteer opportunities (893-

0788) 
FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB – 1st Thursday, papajohn15@bellsouth.net 
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION (FOR) – 2nd Thursday 609-7985 or 899-4119 
15 THOUSAND FARMERS – 15th day each month, www.15thousandfarmers.com 
FOOD IN NEIGBORHOODS COMMUNITY COALITION – 2nd Tuesday, 6:30PM (502-

819-2957) 
FORWARD RADIO PROJECT – (502-296-1793) 
FRIENDS FOR HOPE (Support Group for Adult Cancer Survivors) – 4th Wednesday at 6:30 

PM (451-9600). 
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE – 2nd Tuesday (893-8436) 
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB – 3rd Tuesday, 7pm. (502-644-0659) 
GREEN CONVENE – 2nd Tuesday, 6:30PM, www.greenconvene.org 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ADVOCACY BOARD – 1st Monday, 9AM (502-

574-3631) 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ENFORCEMENT BOARD – 1st Monday, 9:30AM 

(502-574-3631) 
HUMANISTS OF METRO LOUISVILLE – 2nd Monday, 7:00pm (896-4853) 
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE – 3rd Wednesday, every other month.  (214-7322) 
IRFI [ISLAMIC RESEARCH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL, INC.] – Sundays at 6:00 

PM (502-423-1988) 
JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE –2nd Tuesday at 7 pm. barbaraberman2@gmail.com (502-

553-6451) 
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (582-5454) 
JURISDICTIONARY CLUB OF LOUISVILLE – Know the law and how to use it (500-

8161) 
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – (345-5386) 
KENTUCKIANS FOR SINGLE PAYER HEALTH CARE – 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each 

month, 5:30 pm, Board Room in the Mezzanine of the Louisville Free Public Library, 
www.kyhealthcare.org (636-1551) 

KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] – 2nd Monday (589-3188) 
KITOD [KENTUCKIANA INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON DARFUR] – (553-6172) 
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL REPRESSION – 1st Tuesday, 6:30 

p.m. (778-8130) 
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY – (502-636-1330) kcadp.org 
KITLAC [KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN] 

– (502-435-3265) kitlac@mailforce.net 
KRCRC (KY RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE) – (866-606-

0988) krcrc.org 
KY WATERSHED WATCH. Volunteer water quality monitoring and training around the 

state every month. Call 800-928-0045 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS (502-895-5218), lwvlouisville.org 
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN STATES – 3rd Sunday (451-

5658) 
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST (LCPME) – First 

Monday of the month  at 7 pm (502-264-2437) 
LOUISVILLE FORUM – 2nd Wednesday, Noon (502-329-0111) louisvilleforum.org 
LPAC [LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY] – (456-6914) 
LOUISVILLE SHOWING UP FOR RACIAL JUSTICE (LSURJ) – Monthly meetings for 

learning and action (502-558-7556) 
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH – Meditation every Sunday (473-8435) 
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights (502-587-7755), louisvilleyouthgroup.com 
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY (LIFE) – 4th Sunday (384-3875) 
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday (895-0866 or 899-9261) 
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION – 4th Wednesday (584-6858) 
MIGHTY KINDNESS – mightykindness@gmail.com (235-0711) 
MUHAMMAD ALI INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, at U of L (852-6372) 
NAACP [NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEO-

PLE] – 3rd Monday (776-7608) 
NAMI [NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL] – (588-2008) namilouis-

ville.org 
NATIONAL ACTION NETWORK, LOUISVILLE METRO CHAPTER – 4th Sunday of 

each month, 5 p.m. (778-8624 or 470-362-0317) 
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND GAYS (P-FLAG) – (233-

1323; pflaglouisville.org) 
PEACE EDUCATION PROGRAM — (589-6583)  http://www.peaceeducationprogram.org 
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907) 
SICKLE CELL ASSOCIATION – 3rd Saturday (502-569-2070) 
SIERRA CLUB INNER CITY OUTINGS – 2nd Thursday, 7:30 PM (558-0073) 
LOUISVILLE SHOWING UP FOR RACIAL JUSTICE. Learning, support and action (558-

7556). 
SOCIAL CHANGE BOOK CLUB – 3rd Monday, www.greenlistlouisville.com 
SOWERS OF JUSTICE NETWORK – sowersofjusticenetwork.org, sowersofjusticenet-

work@gmail.com 
STAND UP SUNDAY/STAND UP LOUISVILLE – Every Sunday 3:00, 3208 W. Broad-

way, chelm416@gmail.com 
URBAN LEAGUE YOUNG PROFESSIONALS – 2nd Monday, 6PM (502-561-6830) 
VETERANS FOR PEACE, Louisville Chapter 168 – (502) 500-6915, CRawertTrain-

er@twc.com 
WOMEN IN TRANSITION (WIT) – every Wednesday, 6-8 PM (636-0160) 

Note: If your group would like to this list, or if information needs to be updated, please 

let us know by emailing:  calendar.peace@gmail.com 

 By Ira Grupper 
 

The Ancien (Old) Ré-
gime ruled in France from 
the Middle Ages until the 
late 18th century, when the 
exploited folk began taking-
care-of-business (double-
entendre intentional). It is 
called the French Revolu-
tion, and it abolished feudal-
ism and the nobility. A 
Reign of Terror lasted from 
September 1793 until the fall 
of Robespierre in 1794. Its 
purpose was to 
purge France of enemies of 
the Revolution, domestic and 
foreign, as in bye bye Marie Antoinette. 

In a reverse twist today, as the rights 
of poor and working class people in the 
U.S. are rapidly eroding under Trump, the 
sometimes liberal, sometimes milquetoast 
recent Obama regime is missed, but not 
by the large number of immigrants the 
U.S. deported under his orders. Nor do we 
miss the hyper-imperialist war-hawk 
views of his former Secretary of State, 
Hillary Clinton (Haiti (1994); Iraq 
(2002); Pakistan (2007, 2008); Afghani-
stan (2009); Libya (2011); Syria (2012)—
ad nauseam). 

The most reactionary seactors of the 
owning class seek to reverse gains made 
over the years in support of social and 
economic justice, and in opposition to 
racism, sexism, and war. 

The greed is worldwide. Reports 
“Avaaz”: 

“Elephants are being born without 
tusks -- an extraordinary last bid to sur-
vive human cruelty and greed. We’re 
slaughtering these majestic beasts for ivo-
ry trinkets! But for the first time ever, 
China just announced it's shutting down 
its market. Now if we push Europe to fol-
low suit we could end ivory forever.” 

The U.S. fightback is encouraging, 
from the historic Women’s March, to the 
Democratic Party beginning to wake up 
(well, sort of). The struggle, by the UAW 
(United Auto Workers), to organize the 
huge Nissan automobile factory in Can-
ton, Mississippi (6,400 mostly African 
American workers), is promising. A labor-
clergy alliance is in support. 

The union charged, in March, that 
Nissan Motor Co stopped workers from 
handing out literature outside a plant gate. 
As well, the company faces fines for safe-
ty violations in its Mississippi and Ten-
nessee plants. 

The close trade and economic relation-
ship developing between President Don-
ald Trump and Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe could well be tested in this 
battle. Neither is a friend of the working 
class. 

“Nissan became legendary in Japanese 
industry for crushing one of the country’s 
most militant unions. This happened in 
1953 during a famous 100-day strike 
against Nissan. The company used the 
strike to break a powerful, left-wing union 
that was one of the most influential in 

Japan. 

“The Confederation of Japan 
Automobile Workers’ Unions 
(JAW), the union that took 
over, soon became a symbol of 
the company-union style of 
labor relations that can still be 
seen in certain Japanese indus-
tries today. Its website actually 
celebrates the dissolution of 
‘Zen Jidosha,’ as the militant 
union was known.” (Tim Shor-
rock, In These Times). Is there 
a parallel with the crushing of 
the C.I.O. labor federation in 

the U.S. in the late 1940’s? 

James Meredith, the first African 
American to graduate from the University 
of Mississippi, conducted a March 
Against Fear (alone) in 1966—and was 
shot. (I joined this march soon thereafter). 
In Canton, the marchers were greeted with 
cops firing huge amounts of tear gas. Will 
this happen again, in the same Canton, all 
these years later, this time at the Nissan 
factory? 

Japan, China, Mexico and Germany 
have huge trade surpluses in relation to 
the U.S. How will the Nissan organizing 
drive impact this? 

Misnamed “Right to Work” laws are 
preventing unions from organizing the 
unorganized. Here in Kentucky, we had 
been the only state in the South that was 
not a right-to-work state. Not any long-
er—and our state and city labor move-
ments, in dire straits, are struggling to 
figure out how to get our act together. 

Will the working class be able to push 
the labor movement into really effective 
action? Will we stand with the Muslim 
and Jewish communities in their fight 
against the Klan, Nazis and others? 

Will we stand with the Asian Pacific 
American Labor Alliance when it cries 
out: “The Trump effect is real; white su-
premacy is endangering our families and 
friends. We’re seeing more incidents of 
hate against communities of South 
Asian—or those perceived to be—
descent. It’s clear that more than ever we 
need to resist, organize, and fight back 
against any and all attempts that put our 
lives at risk.” 

Will we fight for single-payer 
healthcare (a song many decades ago is so 
painful: “When you’re too old to work 
and you’re too young to die”)? Will we 
effectively protest the genius of an Arkan-
sas state legislator, who wants publicly 
supported schools to exclude works of 
Howard Zinn? Why? Maybe because 
Howard wrote: “If you look at history 
from the perspective of the slaughtered 
and mutilated, it’s a different story.” 

There is wonderful mobilizing going 
on in the U.S. today. But is there suffi-
cient organizing? Will we be able to 
change company-union style labor rela-
tions in a transition to class-struggle un-
ionism? Stay tuned. 

Contact Ira Grupper: irag@iglou.com 

Rights eroding 
LABOR PAEANS 

Ira Grupper 

Free film showings:  

The Occupation of the American Mind 
Israel’s public relations war in the United States 

Wednesday April 26, 2017  6:45 pm 
Crescent Hill Public Library    2762 Frankfort Avenue  

 

Tuesday May 23, 2017  6:45 pm 
Iroquois Public Library     601 W. Woodlawn Avenue 

See Peace Calendar on back for details — > 

mailto:barbaraberman2@gmail.com


Calendar for peacemakers 
Please email us information about your peace and justice events to   calendar.peace@gmail.com   by the first Wednesday of each month. 

Apr 26 (Wed) THE OCCUPATION OF THE AMER-
ICAN MIND - Israel’s public relations war in the 
U.S.   Free film showing: 6:45 pm at Crescent Hill 
Public Library, 2762 Frankfort Avenue. Israel's on-
going military occupation of Palestinian land and 
repeated slaughters of civilians in Gaza have trig-
gered widespread backlash against Israeli policies 
almost everywhere in the world. This new film ex-
amines how pro-Israel organizations suppress that 
backlash in the U.S. and shape media coverage in 
Israel's favor. Sponsored by: Fellowship of Reconcil-
iation (FOR), Louisville Committee for Peace in the 
Middle East, Jewish Voice for Peace, and Students 
for Justice in Palestine. More info: 502-264-2437 or  
russgreenleaf@yahoo.com     

 (This film will be shown again on May 23 at another 
library. See below.) 

Apr 29 (Sat) PEOPLE’S CLIMATE MARCH in 
Washington DC and other cities. Join the People’s 
Climate Movement to stand up for our communities 
and climate. Get involved at: http://
www.peoplesclimate.org/                                          

May 3 (Wed), VOLUNTEER FOR REFUGEE FAMI-
LIES Catholic Charites, 5:30pm. First Wednesday 
every month. Learn more about our refugee & immi-
gration settlement program and family assistance 
efforts. Visit http;//cclou.org 

May 3 (Wed) NOONTIME INTERFAITH MEDITA-
TIONS. Every Wednesday from 12:10 to 12:30 at 
Christ Church Cathedral, Downtown. Weekly rota-
tion includes Zen Buddhist silence, Lecto Divina, 
Vipassana Buddhist practices, and Creative Visuali-
zation. Visit    http://paths2peace.org 

May 3 (Wed) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY 
FORUM. Every first Wednesday. Sustainability and 
relationships that create a community for change. 
Bring your lunch. Noon to 1:45 PM, Passionist Earth 
& Spirit Center, the Barn at 1924 Newburg Road. 

May 4 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER HEALTH 
CARE. Every first & third Thursday, 5:30PM at 
Main Public Library. Call Kay Tillow 636-1551. 

May 6 (Sat) INTERFAITH SILENT MEDITATION. 
Every first Saturday. 9:30AM. Brief meditation in-
struction and longer periods of silence, interspersed 
with opportunities for walking meditation. Passionist 
Earth & Spirit Center, the Barn at 1924 Newburg 
Road. Call 502-452-2749 for information. Visit 
http://earthandspiritcenter.org  

May 6 (Sat) CANVASS NEIGHBORHOODS FOR 
FRESH FOOD. Saturdays and Sundays. Join us any 
time. Fresh Stop Project volunteers take orders door 
to door for locally grown fruits and vegetables. Vis-
it http://newrootsproduce.org 

May 6 (Sat) LOUISVILLE COMMUNITY AGRICUL-
TURE. Every Saturday morning. Also, other days 
and times. 26 farmers’ markets from California 
neighborhood to Norton Com-
mons.    www.louisvilleky.gov/HealthyHometown 

 

May 7 (Sun) "AIM HIGHER" focusing on military coun-
ter-recruitment. Every first Sunday at 7 PM. Discuss 
conscientious objection, military recruitment, and the 
possibility for high school students to "opt out" of 
having their names given to recruiters. Call Jim 
Johnson, 262-0148 or  FORnonviolence@gmail.com 

May 9 (Tue) JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE meeting at  
7 pm. Meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month. For 
details, call 502-553-6451 or                                     
barbaraberman2@gmail.com  

May 9 (Tues) MOVIMENIENTO DE MUJERES LATI-
NA -- LATINA WOMEN’S MOVEMENT, La Ca-
sita Center, Every second Tuesday, 5:30PM. Net-
work, mentor, find friends and share. Call 322-4036 
for more information. 

May 10 (Wed) Y-NOW CHILDREN OF PRISONERS 
MENTORING. Luncheon at YMCA Safe Place. 2nd 
Wednesday each month. Learn how you can help 
break the cycle through mentoring and encourage-
ment. RSVP to 635-5233. 

May 10 (Wed) LOUISVILLE FORUM. Noon at Vincen-
zo’s Downtown. Every 2nd Wednesday. Speakers on 
current public issues. Non-partisan discussion. For 
details call, 329-0111. 

May 10 (Wed) COMPASSIONATE LOUISVILLE. 
Noon. Meeting locations rotate. Help monitor the 
progress of Metro Louisville ten-year campaign for 
compassion. Visit  http://compassionatelouisville.org 

 ——————————————–———— 

 May 11 (Thu) DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR 
THE JULY-AUGUST ISSUE OF FORSOOTH.               
Email articles to    russgreenleaf@yahoo.com or 
call 502-264-2437 

——————————————–———— 

May 11 (Thurs) EVERYONE READS TRAINING. 
JCPS VanHoose Education Center, 4PM. Every 
2ndThursday. Join our communitywide effort to im-
prove reading skills.                                           
https://apps.jefferson.kyschools.us/vounteer 

May 11 & 22 REAL PEOPLE, REAL CHALLENG-
ES, REAL SOLUTIONS. Volunteers of Amer ica 
Family Emergency Shelter, morning and evening 
sessions. One hour interactive tour of VOA’s work 
and programs for self-determination. For more infor-
mation, call 636-4660 

May 12 (Fri) A GLIMPSE OF ETERNITY. The Louis-
ville Astronomical Society at dusk in Tom Sawyer 
Park. Every 2nd Friday, weather permitting. Look 
through telescopes at planets, our moon, stars, dou-
ble stars, the Orion nebula, and other wonders. Visit 
http://www.louisville-astro.org/events  

May 13 (Sat) EARTHSAVE OF LOUISVILLE. Crescent 
Hill Ministries, 6PM to 8PM. Every 2nd Saturday. 
Discuss healthy food and behavior change. Bring a 
plant-based dish and share your recipe. Mix, mingle, 
music. Call 299-9520 for more information. 

May 13 (Sat) CITIZENS' CLIMATE LOBBY. Main 
Public Library, Noon. Every 2nd Saturday. Help plan 
efforts to lobby for state legislation to combat cli-
mate change. For more information contact Jean 
atjmchri@gmail.com or call 502 634-3114. 

May 14 to 18 US-MEXICO POLICE PROFESSION-
ALIZATION EXCHANGE PROGRAM. Word 
Affairs Council of Kentucky and Southern Indiana. 
Police from Mexico are visiting Kentucky this week 
to conduct training on Internal Affairs with local, 
state, and federal police.   www.worldkentucky.org 

May 14 (Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE.  4PM to 5PM, 
every second Sunday. A remembrance of all those 
suffering from conflicts in the Middle East. Bring a 
sign. Bardstown Road at Douglass Blvd. Sponsored 
by LPAC (Louisville Peace Action Community) and 
Veterans for Peace Chapter 168. For more infor-
mation, call Harold Trainer at 502-387-9490. 

May 14 (Sun) THE NONVIOLENT CITIES PROJECT. 
Pace e Bene Nonviolence Service, every 2nd Sunday 
at 2:30PM. Help us spread and apply the principles 
of non-violent action here and now. Call 812-280-
0665 or email rodwsm@gmail.com for more infor-
mation. 

May 15 (Mon) GROWING FOOD AND COMMUNITY. 
15 Thousand Farmers at Dismas St. Ann’s on Algon-
quin Pkwy, the 15th of every month. Share ideas and 
experiences about growing your own food. Taste 
samples. Visit www.15thousandfarmers.com 

May 16 (Tue) FAMILY SCHOLAR HOUSE GRAD-
UATION CELEBRATION for  the Class of 2017, 
5:30 pm at the Muhammad Ali Center. The event is 
open to the public. Contact Kate Brackett at (502) 
813-3086. 

May 18 (Thurs) MENTAL ILLNESS SUPPORT & AD-
VOCACY. NAMI Louisville every third Thursday at 
3PM. Also Saturdays and Sundays. Support group 
for families. Draw on years of experience. Visit 
www.namilouisville.org  

May 18 (Thurs) COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL 
ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN (CASA). Or ien-
tation, Noon to 1PM. Learn how you can help defend 
the rights of abused and neglected children in our 
community. Call 595-4911 to RSVP 

May 18 (Thurs) There is no Third Thursday Lunch in 
May or June.  Lunches will resume in the fall. 

May 18 (Thurs) DIALOGUE WITH POLICE. 6pm. Pub-
lic open-dialogue discussions that allow youth 25 
and under to talk with local law enforcement offi-
cials and establish better relationships. New location 
each month.  https://louisvilleky.gov/events 

May 18 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER 
HEALTH CARE. Every first & third Thurs-
day, 5:30PM at Main Public Library. Call Kay Til-
low 636-1551. 

May 18 (Thurs) MOSAIC AWARDS. J ewish Family 
and Career Services, 5PM. Join us for dinner and 
honor five local International Americans who made 
significant contributions in their professional fields 
and global solidarity. Visit www.jfcslouisville.org/
mosaic-awards 

May 23 (Tue) THE OCCUPATION OF THE AMER-
ICAN MIND - Israel’s public relations war in the 
U.S.   Free film showing: 6:45 pm at Iroquois 
Public Library, 601 W. Woodlawn Avenue.  Israel's 
ongoing military occupation of Palestinian land and 
repeated slaughters of civilians in Gaza have trig-
gered widespread backlash against Israeli policies 
almost everywhere in the world. This new film ex-
amines how pro-Israel organizations suppress that 
backlash in the U.S. and shape media coverage in 
Israel's favor. Sponsored by: Fellowship of Reconcil-

iation (FOR), Louisville Committee for Peace in the 
Middle East, Jewish Voice for Peace, and Students 
for Justice in Palestine. More info: 502-264-2437 or  
russgreenleaf@yahoo.com 

May 30 (Tues) KENTUCKY REFUGEE MINISTRIES 
LUNCH & LEARN. Noon to 1:30PM. Learn more 
about our refugee & immigration settlement program 
and citizenship tutoring classes. Visit http://kyrm.org 

May 30 (Tues) SCREENING OF THE FILM: REAL 
BOY. The Muhammad Ali Center , 5:30PM See 
the coming-of-age story of a transgender teenager on 
a journey to find his voice. Visit http://alicenter.org 

May 31 to June 3 HAND IN HAND MINISTRIES. 
Work side by side with people in other communities 
and other countries by participating in our immersion 
trips. Visit www.myhandinhand,org 

——————————————–— 

May 31 (Wed) DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO 
THIS PEACE CALENDAR FOR THE JULY-
AUGUST ISSUE OF FORSOOTH.  Email an-
nouncements to calendar.peace@gmail.com 

———————————————————    

Jun 15  (Thu) FORSOOTH LABELING PARTY. 
6:30 PM at the Winn Center at the Presbyterian Sem-
inary, 1044 Alta Vista Rd.  COME TO THE PAR-
TY ! Many hands make light work, and the oppo-
site is also true. Join us if you can. It’s fun. Meet 
progressive people. Enjoy great conversations. Free 
refreshments. For directions, call 451-5658 or email:     
fordhoff@bellsouth.net  

——————————————————— 

 

OUT OF TOWN 

May 1 (Mon) KENTUCKY MIGRANT NETWORK 
COALITION. Lexington KY at the Cardinal Valley 
Center, 12PM. Every first Monday. Get better ac-
quainted with Kentucky’s immigrant and refugee 
families. For more information, call 859-258-3824. 

May 4 (Thurs) INTERFAITH PRAYER VIGIL FOR 
PEACE. Lexington, KY at West Main and Broad-
way, 5:30PM to 6:30PM. Every Thursday for eleven 
years. For more information, call 859-327-6277. 

May 6 (Sat) WATERSHED WATCH WORKSHOP. 
Kentucky River Watershed Watch in Lexington. 
Learn how to take a qualified water sample, collect 
field data, and make habitat assessments. Watershed 
Water volunteers work in all regions of our state. 
Call 502-782-7032 for more information 

May 18 (Thurs) ORGANIC AGRICULTURE WORK-
ING GROUP. KSU Research Farm, Frankfort, KY. 
Every third Thursday. Participate in efforts to devel-
op local food economies with the Community Farm 
Alliance and others. 
www.communityfarmalliance.org 

 

EVENTS AT LOUISVILLE FREE PUBLIC  
LIBRARIES. Visit    www.lfpl.org  
 

May 2 (Tues) HOUR OF POWER BOOK DISCUS-
SIONS. Newburg Public Library, every first Tues-
day, 6:30 PM. Discuss books on personal efforts to 
overcome the challenges of abuse, 

 

May 6 (Sat) ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLUB. Every 
Saturday at the Iroquois & Newburg Public Library 
Branches, 3PM. Also Main Library on Wednesdays 
at 7PM. 

May 9 (Tues) BEGINNING SPANISH, Iroquois Public 
Library, 6:30PM. Learn conversational Spanish from 
native speakers. 

May 17 (Wed) GRANTWRITING FOR WORTHY 
CAUSES. Main Public Library, 6:30PM. Learn the 
basics of research and writing grant proposals. 

May 17 (Wed) BOOKS ON GLOBAL SOLIDARITY. 
Main Public Library, Noon to 12PM. Second 
Wednesday each month. (aka The Mayor’s Book 
Club) Read and explore contemporary books rooted 
in different countries and cultures. Celebrate the di-
versity of Louisville. 

May 25 (Thurs) BASIC AMERICAN SIGN LAN-
GUAGE. Main Public Library, 6:30PM Learn more 
about fingerspelling and techniques and the Deaf 
culture. 
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