forsooth:
(adv.) in truth,
in fact, indeed
From “for” +
“sooth” (“truth”
archaic)
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Higher education
and racial solidarity
By Dionne C. Griffiths
Universities are taking a stand on the
Black Lives Matter movement. From faculty and staff to student groups to student

athlete-activists, they are speaking up for
racial justice in higher education. Universities in the South are no different.
For predominately white universities

that seeks justice, equity and accountability
from systems of oppression that historically and currently leave people of African
descent physically, mentally and emotionally vulnerable to racialized violence and
multifaceted levels of racial discrimination
in American society.
In order for universities to truly exemplify embracing diversity, there must be
education and solidarity. Without true understanding and respect for diverse people,
a university and a society cannot and will
not thrive. And so, those in leadership positions in higher education need to regularly
galvanize all faculty, staff, and students in
recognizing that when
black lives matter, all
lives matter.

Raised in Louisville,
KY, Dionne Griffiths is
a writer and social
change agent in Louisville. Dionne earned her
M.A. in Choreography
from the University of
North
Carolina
Embracing
diversity
Greensboro and gradumust be practiced by respectated from Spelman Coling, understanding, and suplege with a B.A. in Comporting people of African
parative Women’s Studdescent. In higher education,
ies. She was the 2014this also means sustaining
Dionne C. Griffiths
2016 Acting President
the holistic well-being, safeof the Louisville Chapty, and educational and professional success of this population. This is ter of the National Alumnae Association of
fundamental to demonstrating that black Spelman College. You can reach her at
lives matter.
MahoganyStyle2020@gmail.com
Black Lives Matter is not an anti-white
or anti-police movement. It is a movement
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African American college students on their way to class

(PWIs) that promote diversity in their mission statements, this is a matter of high
importance worthy of university-wide support.
These
institutions
serve, educate, and develop
future leaders of African
descent. Therefore, it is imperative to specifically address the real and present
danger of police brutality
and racialized violence and
intimidation faced by students, faculty and staff of
African descent.
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Libby Mills on
restorative justice
By James McMillin
“I’ve been given a choice: punishment
or responsibility. I can accept the punishment that fits my crime, or choose responsibility for what I’ve done. Option
one: I get locked up. I do my time. Others
may see me as a criminal. I may see myself as a criminal. Option two: I face up to
what I’ve done, make
it right, and start
over. Here’s how that
works…”
That’s how, in a
short film, Libby
Mills
began
her
presentation
about
Restorative
Justice
Louisville. Restorative Justice Louisville
is a private nonprofit
agency that partners
with the local criminal justice system to
implement restorative
justice practices in
Jefferson County.

resolution of a case. 2.) To hold the offender accountable and assist participants
in a conference process to identify and
address underlying behaviors, to reduce
recidivism.
Libby Mills spoke on March 20, 2017
at the Third Thursday Lunch, sponsored
by the Fellowship of Reconciliation
(FOR) and Interfaith Paths to Peace. The
lunches are held at
11:30 am at Hotel
Louisville at 2nd and
Broadway in Louisville on the third
Thursday
of
the
month (except during
the summer).

Libby Mills

Its purpose is twofold: 1.) To divert
young offenders from the criminal justice
system and to provide victims and community members, including law enforcement officers an active, direct voice in

Ms. Mills explained that young
adults in our criminal
justice system are
charged with many
offenses that are eligible for restorative
justice.

Restorative Justice is a philosophical
framework, not a program. It is a compass, not a map. It is victim-centered and
approaches wrong-doing and crime as
( continued on page 2 )
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Libby Mills on restorative justice
impacting the victim, the offender, and
the community.
According to Mills, our criminal justice system usually is based on retribution.
That is, our system determines who committed the crime, the law broken, and the
punishment for the offender. In other
words, offenders ‘get what they deserve.’
Restorative Justice focuses on victim
needs and offender responsibility for repairing the harm done. This focus is on:
(A) Respect; (B) Reaffirming relationships
of the victim, offender, and community;
(C) Restoring relationships; (D) Rebuilding relationships.
This process consists of a series of
eight different conferences. Each conference is led by a trained facilitator. These
conferences include: (A) Family Group
Conference; (B) Victim Impact Panel/
Class; (C) Victim/Offender Mediation; (D)
Reparation Board; (E) Circle Sentencing;
(F) Letters of Apology; (G) Restitution;
and (H) Community Service.
Realities allow that there may be occasions when the victim prefers a “victim

representative” to engage in face-to-face
meetings with the offender, at least at
first. In real time then, the victim and/
or victim's representative and their supporters interact with the offender and the
offender’s family and/or supporters.
The conferences are designed to repair
the harm and address the victim’s needs as
well as provide support and guidance for
the offenders as they take responsibility
for changing their behavior. The conference can also serve to empower the offender’s family to play an important role in
this process. The outcome of the conference is an individualized plan for repairing
the harm experienced by the victim, the
community, and the offender.
Making her point clear for those of us
who measure in numbers, Ms. Mills produced these statistics:
In 2016, Restorative Justice Louisville
received 142 referrals—more than double
those received in 2015. In 2016, Restorative Justice Louisville addressed the following referrals: over 30 crimes against
persons and over 60 property crimes.

FORsooth depends
on your donations
Like this newspaper?

Keep it alive by donating
Make a check out to “FOR” and write “FORsooth”
on the comment line and mail it to
Tim Scheldorf, FOR Treasurer
2917 Beaumont Road Louisville KY 40205

(continued from page 1)
Offenders most frequently referred
were 16-year-old African American males.
Ninety-one percent of those referred had
fewer than three prior offenses.
By the end of 2016, 66 percent of referred cases were in the conference process, or had completed it. The most frequent reason cases did not proceed was
that one or both parties decided to not
participate in the conference process.

tion, Metro Dems, “Solutions to Violence”
discussion groups, Louisville Peace Action
Community (LPAC), SurJ, ACLU, again
active in the Fellowship of Reconciliation
and current Archivist for J.G. Brown
School Alumni Association. Contact him at
jjmcmillin45@gmail.com

If you were not able to join us for Libby Mills’ informative presentation, take a
look at the Restorative Justice Louisville
website for more information:
http://rjlou.org/
Or search for @rjlouisville on Facebook or in Messenger to find their homepage.
Learn about topics and speakers for
future Third Thursday Lunches by contacting Cathy Ford at fordhoff@bellsouth.net
James (Jamie) McMillin is a retired JCPS
educator of 30 years. He is active in
PeaceCasters of Louisville Peace Educa-

James McMillin

Job opening:

Managing Editor
for FORsooth
FORsooth newspaper needs a Managing Editor
with excellent knowledge of English grammar, spelling, and
composition, ability to edit and proofread articles, make schedules,
meet deadlines, and track and manage multiple tasks.
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If you know anyone interested, please contact:
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Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR).
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“FORsooth Editor” at: russgreenleaf@yahoo.com
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David Horvath at: dhorvath@fastmail.fm
and say whether you want to receive the newspaper
in the mail, or online by email, or both.

FORsooth Staff
Editorial Team ……….….. Russ Greenleaf, Linda Berry, Sharon Grant, Gary Liebert,
John Morrison, Linda Otto, Ike Thacker
Peace Calendar ……………………...……………………………….Tom Louderback
Graphic Artist …………………………………..………………..…. Russ Greenleaf
Webmaster …………………………………………………………… David Horvath
Web Advisor …………………………………………..……………. Mark Monyhan
Bulk Mail Coordinators …………………………....... Cathy Ford, Everett Hoffmann,
Beverley Marmion, Fred and Rose Nett
Mailing List Coordinators …………………………..…… Mary and David Horvath
Delivery Coordinator
……………..…………………...……...……… Ike Thacker

95 Years on Peace Frontiers
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Graphic Artist
for FORsooth
FORsooth newspaper needs a Graphic Artist
with proficiency in Photoshop and InDesign or similar publishing
software, ability to do the complete layout of the newspaper, and ability to meet deadlines.
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Cooperatives provide
collective courage
By Amanda Fuller
Louisville hosted Dr. Jessica Gordon
Nembhard on March 5 and 6, 2017 for a
lecture at the Louisville Free Public Library
and a presentation at the University of Louisville Law School. Dr. Nembhard is the
author of “Collective Courage: a History of
African American Cooperative Economic
Thought and Practice.”
Her research reveals what has been a
hidden history, from Reconstruction until
today, of African Americans pooling their
resources to survive and prosper. Dr.
Nembhard told her audience at the Main
Library that she undertook this research in
response to friends and colleagues who
thought (incorrectly) that African Americans do not have a strong history of cooperation. In fact, the tradition is strong, but in
many cases not widely known because of
the risks people faced who were participating in these cooperative businesses. African
American families who were members of
cooperatives may not have let other folks
know it, because of the risks of sabotage
and terrorism by white supremacists.
Louisville is
not a city with a
strong tradition
of cooperative
businesses, so
let’s start with
the basics:

Members of the Louisville Food Cooperative.
Amanda Fuller is third from left.
facturing, as well as
credit unions, schools,
and mutual aid societies. Many of the bestknown and well respected
civil-rights
leaders and thinkers
over the past century
had roles in cooperatives and saw them as
important instruments
of
wealth-building
and community organizing for African
Americans and their
families.

A cooperative is a business that is
owned by the
people who use
it. A cooperative may be
consumerowned, producDr. Jessica Gordon Nembhard
er-owned,
Democracy is intrinworker-owned,
or a combination. Cooperatives offer proac- sic to the governance of a cooperative.
tive solutions for people excluded from, or Each member gets a vote in decisions made
disadvantaged by an existing economic by the group, and elects representatives to
system. Owners can build wealth, while the governing board. Investors may invest
financial resources stay in the community additional money in a cooperative but do
(instead of profits going to Cincinnati or not have more power over how it is managed. The power of pooling resources and
Bentonville, Arkansas).
sharing leadership might be one reason
Dr. Nembhard has documented 162 W.E.B. Du Bois wrote frequently about the
different African American cooperatives of benefits of cooperatives. He said, “We have
various types—including cooperatives or- a chance here to teach industrial and culturganized around food, housing, and manu- al democracy to a world that bitterly needs

it.”
Other African-American leaders who
promoted and participated in cooperatives
include Ella Jo Baker, A. Philip Randolph,
Marcus Garvey, Fannie Lou Hamer and
John Lewis.
Some notable examples of African
American cooperatives include:
The Colored Merchant's’Association,
founded in Montgomery, Alabama in 1928,
was a buying cooperative formed among
small independent grocers, to build collective buying power when grocery stores
around them were consolidating.
A Negro Youth Organization founded
during the Great Depression started consumer cooperative stores after investigating
disparities in prices and food access affecting African American neighborhoods.
The Federation of Southern Cooperatives has established and served agricultural
producers’ cooperatives since 1967, and
has also helped acquire land for black
southern farmers, establish credit unions,
and establish worker cooperatives.
Education has been a key to success in

most of the historic cooperatives that Dr.
Nembhard discusses in “Collective Courage.” Groups of people interested in starting a cooperative business often begin with
a study circle, to learn about the principles
and practices of cooperative economics,
and to get to know their fellow cooperators
and build trust.
The Louisville Food Cooperative is
taking inspiration from these historical examples and has been working to establish
an urban cooperative grocery store. Grocery stores are vacating urban neighborhoods, and there are strong parallels to episodes in history when African Americans
organized to overcome market barriers or
market failures. Clearly our economic system is still perpetuating racism and injustice, where corporate grocery stores wield
power over people’s access to fresh and
healthy food. An alternative economic
model like a community-owned cooperative provides a mechanism for people to
become owners, make decisions, be an engaged part of a community, and take more
control over their food system.
The New Roots organization has been
using cooperative economics for eight
years to provide fresh fruits & vegetables in
Louisville neighborhoods where farmers’
markets or even grocery stores are rare or
absent. The Louisville Food Cooperative
envisions a cooperative grocery that builds
on New Roots’ success with their Fresh
Stop markets, and expands it into a yearround store offering a full variety of groceries to complement the fruits and vegetables
that can be procured locally.
A cooperative grocery should not stand
alone. A network of other cooperatives can
support, and be supported by, a retail cooperative grocery! A credit union uses members’ financial resources to invest in cooperative businesses. A worker cooperative
builds assets that stay in the community.
And housing cooperatives can be tightly
connected to a credit union and improve
civic engagement.
The Louisville Food Cooperative has
been holding public meetings in all of Louisville’s core urban neighborhoods to meet
neighbors and talk about the benefits of a
community-owned cooperative grocery
store! Invite us to your neighborhood, community group, or religious congregation,
and let us know how you see cooperative
economics building community wealth in
Louisville. Our committees are working
on market research, membership, finance &
fundraising. We would love to have your
help on our team!
Amanda Fuller is a future owner of the
Louisville Food Cooperative, and is chair
of the Community Outreach committee.
Find the Louisville Food Cooperative on
Facebook or take our survey at tinyurl.com/loufoodcoop and let us know if
you’d like to get involved.

A reflection on Good Friday and a law
By Rev. James E. Flynn
Every Good Friday, Christians listen to
the story of the trumped-up trial leading to
the crucifixion of Jesus. It’s the famous
story from the Gospel of St. John.
Jesus stands before Pilate, the Roman
Governor who has the charge from Caesar
of Rome to maintain the imperial “peace”
in this far-away place called Palestine and
its capital city Jerusalem.
According to St. John’s Gospel, at this
“trial,” Temple guards accompanied by
some chief priests shouted, “Crucify him!
Crucify him!” Despite the shouts, Pilate
announced that he found no case against
Jesus. But those law-abiding people reminded Pilate of their own law.
Thus they insisted, “We have a law, and
according to that law, he ought to die because he claimed to be the Son of
God.” (John 19:7)
They had a law! For them that law was
supreme! No deviations! No exceptions!
That law must be followed even if it meant
July / August 2017

crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth who had
“no case against him.” Nevertheless, these
people had a law that must be enforced
even on the Son of God.

From a distance of 2,000 years or so,
it’s so easy to imagine being a defender of

From this distance, it’s so easy to ask
why those soldiers who did the nailing did
not disobey that law, a law that crucified
Jesus.

How many Good Friday people have
heard that story many times!
How many Good Friday people
have judged that whatever that law was, it
was unjust to Jesus!

But 20 centuries later, all too often one
hears some Good Friday people utter similar words about many innocent victims
from Mexico, Central America, or Muslim
countries: “We have a law, and under that
law, they deserve to be deported!”

How many Good Friday people reject
that appeal to some law by those guards
and quislings who demanded his death!

For many victims of this “law,” this
would return them to the very circumstances they fled, circumstances that could well
lead to their death.

How many Good Friday people reject
such a hypocritical appeal to obey some
law, and profess that if they had been present, they would have chosen to disobey
that law, maybe even protest and be arrested to defend an innocent man!
Or maybe they would question those
who hammered the nails, “Why did you do
this? Why did you rely on that age-old,
well-worn mantra ‘We were just following
orders’? ”

this innocent victim in that phony trial and
the horrors of the subsequent crucifixion.

Rev. James Flynn protesting in front
of the office of ICE (Immigration and
Customs Enforcement)

How many Good Friday Christians
would do well to put themselves in the realities of the majority of immigrants: victims
of economic, social, and political conditions that left them no choice except to
break some laws!
When jobs dry up, or when conditions
are impossible to sustain, what Good FriPage 3

day person would not decide to break
some laws?

the vital needs of human beings, then such
laws are out of sync with Gospel values.

Those words, “We have a law, and
according to that law, he must die” echo in
the words of so many people who say,
“We have a law, and according to that
law, they must be deported,” even if death
awaits, and even if the victim is innocent.

What parent speeding to a hospital
with a sick child would not drive faster
than a 35 mph law? And if stopped by the
police, would not acknowledge breaking
the law, but knowing a greater law of the
survival of a child prevails?

When some law or laws are superior to

May that Good Friday chant from long
ago, of “we have a law,” no longer echo in
the hearts, voices and actions of today’s
listeners to that memorable part of the
Gospel of St. John!
Reverend Jim Flynn is a retired Catholic priest in Louisville, where he has
served as pastor in various parishes for
over 60 years, including at the Church of

Military attacks by the U.S. are
not the answer to Syria’s suffering
By The Fellowship of
Reconciliation (FOR)
This statement appeared on the blog of the
National Fellowship of Reconciliation
(FOR) on April 28, 2017. See
https://forusa.org/blog.php
Recently, images of scores of Syrians
whose bodies had been ravaged by a
chemical attack horrified the world—even
many who had become all but inoculated
to the face of suffering. While fingers
pointed this way and that with blame for
the use of chemical weapons, the magnitude of this tragedy called on each person
of conscience to respond.
Sadly for those of us in the United
States, our own government chose the way
of war in response. With little reflection or
consultation with either Congress or the
international community, President Donald
Trump ordered cruise missile strikes on
April 6, 2017, which reportedly killed at
least nine civilians, including four children.
We agree with the President that, “no
child of God should ever suffer such horror.” We disagree that the way to prevent
such horror is to add violence to violence.
Please call the White House at 202-456
-1111 and call your Senators and Congressional Representatives at 202-224-3121
and tell them that military action only increases the dangers and intensifies the hu-

By Nazar Altameemi
The Al Anfal Genocide was one of the
most tragic massacres in Iraqi modern
history against the Kurdish people. The
Kurdish people are a semi-autonomous
ethnic group with ancient origins in the
Middle East. They live in northern Iraq, as
well as in southeastern Turkey, western
Iran, and northern Syria.
The Al Anfal Genocide took place in
Iraq from 1986 to 1989. The Iraqi regime
chose the term Al Anfal, which means
“the spoils,” taken from the name of the
eighth Sura of the Koran.
The Al Anfal Genocide included a
brutal chemical attack against the city of
Halabja on March 16, 1988. It was committed by the Iraqi government during the
regime of President Saddam Hussein, during the Iraq-Iran war, which occurred from
1980 to 1988.
The campaign against the Kurdish
people had its roots in the mid-1970s, two
years after the Baath party took power in
Iraq in 1968. Initially, it took the form of
“Arabization” in the Kurdish areas, and of
"moderation" in the provinces of Kirkuk
and Mosul, and it continued selectively
thereafter. Thousands of Kurdish families
had been driven from their towns and villages and were forced to resettle in the
coercive complexes in Qushba, Diana, and
Hariri.
In July 1983, 8,000 Kurds from the
Barzani tribe, males aged 8 and above,
were arrested and taken to southern Iraq.

Page 4

manitarian catastrophe in the region. Ask
them to support only non-violent, diplomatic measures in dealing with Syria.
The logic that a military strike, even a
limited one, will deter and quell aggression
from the Assad regime, or the armed resistance, or the movement of Al-Qaeda
believed to be in Syria, is fundamentally
flawed. In violent escalation, both sides
respond in turn with their own escalation
of use of arms and aggressive attacks. We
have seen the rumbling of this in Russia’s
pronouncement of the strike as “an act of
aggression.”
As Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “For
through violence you may murder a murderer, but you can't murder murder.
Through violence you may murder a liar,
but you can't establish truth. Through violence you may murder a hater, but you
can't murder hate through violence. Darkness cannot put out darkness; only light
can do that.”
No one is questioning the necessity to
act to prevent further suffering. The conflict in Syria, raging now for six years, has
already caused tremendous devastation
and harm. According to United Nations
reports, over 400,000 persons have died
due to the conflict and millions have become displaced or fled Syria. There are a
multitude of horrors emanating from this
crisis, which demands a response from all
people of conscience who seek to eliminate suffering in every manifestation and

form. The international community is
agreed that we cannot stand idly by while
crimes against humanity are being committed.
Now is the time to insist on the levers
of diplomacy and on the peacekeeping
force of the United Nations. The U.S. missile strikes were in violation of the Chemical Weapons Convention, which provides
for investigation of alleged use of chemical agents by specialist bodies constituted
by the Convention and recourse to the
United Nations to authorize any use of
force. Further unilateral action will only
escalate an already dire situation.
Now is the time to insist on coordinated and global humanitarian aid: food, shelter, medical care, and assistance for refugees and displaced persons. Now is the
time for the United States to turn toward
those harmed by this conflict and provide
shelter and sanctuary, not closed borders
and bans. Now is the time to give, to pray,
to vigil, and to insist that our elected officials hold the administration accountable
to follow through on the words the President uttered when he said, “[We] call on
all civilized nations to join us in seeking to
end the slaughter and bloodshed in Syria…
ask for God’s wisdom as we face the challenge of our very troubled world… [that]
peace and harmony will, in the end, prevail.”

the Epiphany and at St. William Catholic
Church. Currently he serves the Latino
community in their Spanish Masses. He is
interested in showing a power point presenting an overview of Pope Francis' Encyclical (papal letter) “Laudato Si.” Anyone interested in the presentation can contact Father Flynn at jflynn502@aol.com

and wisdom from the world’s religious and
spiritual
traditions
enjoin
us
to
acknowledge the oneness of humanity, our
interconnectedness, or as Buddhist Master
Thich Nhat Hanh calls it, our “interbeing.”
We are in error if we believe we can do
violence to another without also harming
ourselves.
We are mistaken if we believe that the
violence emanating from Syria is not connected to the global militarized culture
which the United States perpetuates. By
the same token, every daughter gasping for
air through the searing pain of inhaling
nerve gas is our own daughter. Every
mother weeping over every son killed in
active and armed conflict in Syria is our
own mother, our own son. We are they and
they are us. If we hold this truth, we will
be able to see the conflict differently and
will be led to solutions that seek peace for
all rather than a one-sided victory.
Vigilante justice will never lead us to a
lasting peace. We call on leaders, world
citizens, and all people of faith and conscience, to vigorously resist escalation of
militarization and aggression in Syria and
to wage instead a campaign based on the
truth that violent means can never bring
peaceful ends. We pray for all who have
been harmed, all who suffer, and for our
interconnected global community.
Please call the White House at 202-456
-1111 and call your Senators and Congressional Representatives at 202-224-3121
and tell them that military action only increases the dangers and intensifies the humanitarian catastrophe in the region. Ask
them to support only non-violent, diplomatic measures in dealing with Syria.

In the Fellowship of Reconciliation
(FOR), we believe that, “God’s wisdom”

The Al Anfal Genocide

against the Kurdish people
They have not been found since.
Since the Iraq-Iran war broke out, Saddam Hussein saw the Kurdish area of
northern Iraq as a strategic vulnerability to
his Baathist regime. Since the establishment of the modern Iraqi state in 1921, the
Kurds have made uprisings for the independence of the Kurdish region.
The Kurds exploited the outbreak of
the war between Iraq and Iran, and a large
number of Kurds stood on the Iranian side
to achieve their dream of the independence, to try to create an independent nation of Kurdistan. In early 1988, Kurdish
forces seized several villages and towns in
the north of Iraq. After the Baathist
regime’s failure to end the insurgency,
Saddam Hussein enlisted his cousin, Ali
Al-Majid, to end the Kurdish rebellion at
any price.
To accomplish this goal, Al- Majid’s
solution to this “problem” was the “Al
Anfal 2” campaign. He ordered the Iraqi
Air Force to bomb the city of Halabja in
northern Iraq with chemical weapons. The
attack resulted in the deaths of thousands
of Kurdish civilians, and destroyed dozens
of villages in the area. Several toxic gases

were used in the attack, including Sarin
and other internationally banned poisonous gases.
Al-Majid earned the nickname
“Chemical Ali’ for his responsibility for
the deadly chemical attack on his own
people. The attack was condemned by the
United Nation and human rights organizations and classified as a crime against humanity, which called for an investigation
and accountability for those responsible.
The Iraqi regime denied any responsibility
for the incident, and accused the Iranian
regime of carrying out the attack.
Still today, there is debate about who
was responsible for this brutal attack.
Some researchers believe that Iran was
responsible, because at that time, Iraq did
not have those kinds of gases.
Iran denies responsibility for the attack.
According to Human Rights Watch,
the Iraqi regime committed this crime of
genocide. Saddam Hussein’s regime was a
brutal regime. It is not surprising that he
used internationally banned weapons to
eliminate any attempt to destabilize his

regime.
The chemical weapons attack killed
approximately 5000 people. The survivors
and their offspring have suffered from
multiple kinds of congenital birth defects
ever since. This region has suffered from
violence and instability for decades. Approximately 180,000 people were killed in
the entire Al Anfal campaign.
It has been more than 27 years since
this painful incident. I hope that the leaders of the Middle East learn from this lesson and understand the meaning of peace
and renounce violence. It is time to end
any form of violence.
Nazar Altameemi is a substitute teacher in the Jefferson County Public Schools
(JCPS). He is working on a Masters Degree in Education and Social Studies. He
was originally from Iraq but relocated to
the U.S. in 2012. Nazar is a writer who
has published works in the Arabic language. He is now beginning to write in
English. You can reach him at: nazaraltameemi@gmail.com
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Israel or Palestine ?
Whose land is it ?
A simple solution to the conflict
Note:
For the past 14 centuries, the Holy
Land has been called “Palestine” (Latin:
Palaestina). It has been called Palestine
by almost all English-speakers, including
scholars, journalists, Jews, Gentiles, and
Zionists. In the 1800’s, the Jewish people
called it Palestine. They talked of
“creating a Jewish homeland in Palestine.” So in this article, I will call it Palestine.

There is plenty of room in Israel for all
Palestinian refugees and their descendants
to return to their ancestral villages. Israel
needs to apologize to them and let them
return. And pay them reparations for the
harm done, pay for them to rebuild their
villages. That would solve the IsraeliPalestinian conflict.
But Israel has refused to let the Palestinian refugees return, because then Jews
would become a minority in Israel. Jews
fear they will not be safe if they are a minority.

PALESTINE

That problem is easy to solve. Jews are
safe in the U.S., even though they are a
minority here. We have a constitution that
guarantees equal protection and full rights
for religious minorities. Israel just needs to
write a constitution that does the same.

It takes five minutes to answer that
question.
The answer is: both. The Jews and the
Palestinians are both the indigenous people of Palestine.

Image from Alison Weir and If Americans Knew http://ifamericaknew.org/

Here’s why:
Archaeology shows that the original
inhabitants of Palestine were the Canaanites. The Canaanites became the Israelites.
The Israelites became the Jews. Then
those Jews became the Palestinians of today. There is ample proof of that surprising fact.
The evidence shows that the Israelites
did not expel the Canaanites, but coexisted and merged with them to become
the Jewish people.
And archaeologists and historians have
proved beyond a doubt that the Jews were
never expelled en masse from Palestine
(neither by the Romans nor the Muslims).
The idea that the Romans expelled all
the Jews from Palestine when they defeated the Jewish revolts in 70 CE and 136 CE
has been thoroughly disproved. The Romans did not expel whole populations.
Elites and leaders, yes—but not whole
populations. There is no doubt that most of
the Jewish population stayed in Palestine
through Roman times and recovered and
prospered and became the Palestinians of
today.
Modern scholars, including Israeli
scholars, have come to that conclusion.
Even David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first
prime minister, agreed. He cited much
evidence that today’s Palestinian farmers
(fellahin) are the descendants of Jewish
farmers. In his book, “Eretz Israel in the
Past and in the Present,” (1918), BenGurion wrote, “The fellahin are not the
descendants of Arab conquerors…. The
Jewish farmer, like any other farmer, was
not easily torn from his soil…. The rural
population remained unchanged.”
Ben-Gurion wrote that the Jewish
origin of the Palestinian fellahin was confirmed by philological evidence: The fella-

hin were still using ancient Hebrew names
for all their local “villages, streams,
springs, mountains, ruins, valleys and
hills.”
The Jewish exile from Palestine has
long been a prominent theme in Rabbinical
and Christian literature, but that theme
originated as a religious metaphor for spiritual exile from God. Evidence clearly
shows that a physical exile of the Jews
from Palestine never occurred.

The diaspora
But if the Jews were never expelled
from Palestine, how did Jews end up scattered all over Europe in the diaspora?
Modern scholarship shows that Jews
traveled freely throughout the ancient
Greek and Roman Empires. Those Jews
eagerly sought converts, and many people
in Europe and the Mediterranean converted to Judaism. And they formed new Jewish communities. Because of those conversions, Judaism was the fastest growing
religion in the Roman Empire in the year
50 CE.
Conversions to Judaism were still occurring in Eastern Europe as late as 700
CE. There is evidence that the Jewish
communities of Eastern Europe—Poland,
Lithuania, and Russia— resulted more
from conversion to Judaism than from
descent from Jewish ancestors from Palestine.
This is documented by Israeli scholar
Shlomo Sand, Professor Emeritus at Tel
Aviv University, in his book, “The Invention of the Jewish People” (2009). And
documented by Israeli scholar and Zionist

Like these articles?
FORsooth depends on your donations
Make a check out to “FOR” and write “FORsooth”
on the comment line and mail it to
Tim Scheldorf, FOR Treasurer
2917 Beaumont Road Louisville KY 40205
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The solution to the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict is simple. The European Jews
(Israelis), who govern what is now called
Israel, need to stop expelling their Palestinian brothers and sisters. The Israelis
need to recognize their mistake, and apologize to their Palestinian brothers and sisters, and let their Palestinian brothers and
sisters return to their ancestral villages
inside Israel.
Most of those villages—over 400 Palestinian towns and villages that the European Jews destroyed to create the state of
Israel—are still uninhabited. The ruins of
most of those villages are vacant and abandoned inside Israel.

By Russ Greenleaf

Whose land is it? Who was there first?
Who has a legitimate claim to the land
between the Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea—the land that some call Palestine, some call Israel?

is what caused the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Those expulsions—and that conflict—continue today under the policies of
the state of Israel.

pioneer Arthur Koestler in his book, “The
Thirteenth Tribe” (1976).
The Jewish people stayed in Palestine
through the Roman era until modern times.
But they too experienced religious conversions. When Christianity became dominant
in Palestine, many of those Jews converted
to Christianity. When Islam arrived in Palestine, many of those Christians converted
to Islam.
As a result, by 1820, the Palestinian
population was 80% Muslim, 14% Christian, and 4% Jewish. They were the same
Palestinian people who had been there
since ancient times, but they had adopted a
diversity of religions. Those religious
groups were living together in peace in
Palestine, as they had been for centuries.

Israel has never written a constitution.
It just has a set of laws that privilege Jews
over other religious groups. Israel needs to
write a constitution that guarantees safety
for all religions, and guarantees that the
Jewish minority would be well-represented
in the police and security services. Those
services are very good at protecting Jews
in Israel now, and they would continue to
do so.
Russ Greenleaf is a Jewish peace activist
and writer in Louisville, Kentucky. He is a
member of the Louisville Committee for
Peace in the Middle East (LCPME) and is
on the Board of Directors of the Louisville
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR). He is
the Managing Editor of the FORsooth
newspaper. Contact him at:
russgreenleaf@yahoo.com

The conflict
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict began
in 1897 when—inspired by Zionism—
Jews from Europe decided to go back to
what their religion said was their ancestral
homeland: Palestine. When they got there,
they found it was inhabited by the Palestinians. Unfortunately, the European Jews
didn’t realize that the Palestinians were the
descendants of the Jews who had never
left.
European Jews failed to recognize that
the Palestinians were their own family.
They wrongly decided that the Palestinian Christians and Muslims were foreigners who should be expelled so the European Jews could return and re-occupy
the land. They began the process of expelling the Palestinians from the land, and the
Palestinians resisted being expelled. That

Russ Greenleaf
To learn more, see the book:
“The Invention of the Jewish People”
By Shlomo Sand
Sand cites other Israeli scholars,
including: Yitzhak Baer, Ben-Zion
Dinur, Ber Borochov, David BenGurion, Itzhak Ben-Zvi, etc.

Have an idea for an article?
Please email it to russgreenleaf@yahoo.com
Or call Russ at 502-264-2437
Deadline for the September1 issue: July 20, 2017
Deadline for the October issue: August 17, 2017
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Campaign for Nonviolence
well as come to Washington, D.C. for the
Campaign Nonviolence Convergence,
where we will conduct nonviolence training and a day of lobbying for justice and
disarmament on Capitol Hill, and a silent
march from the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Memorial to the White House. With the
impending mid-term Congressional elections, we will call for a referendum for a
nonviolent future.

By Rev. John Dear
A call to mobilize the nation over the next
18 months
While the media and the nation sit
transfixed over the Trump scandals and
attacks on democracy, those of us who
work for justice and peace know that we
have to keep working, resisting, and mobilizing people across the country if we are
going to have the social, economic and
political transformation we need for our
survival.
In other words, we’ve only just begun.
Instead of giving up, giving in, or throwing
in the towel, instead of sitting glued to the
tube, we’re going forward. The campaign
for a new culture of nonviolence is on!
My friends and I at Campaign Nonviolence have issued a new call inviting people to commit themselves to the struggle
over the next 18 months, from now
through the Congressional elections of
November 2018, to
building a movement of movements
that connecting the
dots of violence and
injustice
for
a
groundswell of activism, organizing,
marches,
demonstrations, and political
conversion
we’ve not yet seen.

strategy, we insist. What we want is “a
referendum for a nonviolent future.”
Campaign Nonviolence proposes the
following concrete steps:
First, join the September 16-24, 2017
national week of action, where more than
1,000 marches and rallies calling for an
end to war, racism, poverty and environmental destruction
and for a new culture
of peace and nonviolence will take place
across the nation
covering
all
50
states. (Register your
event.)

Second, take a nonviolence training and
then organize nonviolence trainings in
your community. We
“The time has
all need to brush up
come for us to pool
on our nonviolence,
our nonviolent powand these trainings
er to resist the trageoffer principles and
dy we face and to
methods for nonvioRev. John Dear
signal, once and for
lent, strategies and
all, our determination to build a world of peace, racial jus- guidance and the hand’s on help of roletice, economic equality, and a healthy playing and practicing your nonviolent
planet for all,” the statement begins. “We response. (Look for trainings and trainers
call on you—and all people everywhere— on the Nonviolence Hub co-sponsored by
to join us in training for nonviolent action, Campaign Nonviolence and Pace e Bene.)
in creating community for nonviolent acThird, form and join an affinity group.
tion, and in taking nonviolent action in this We are in deep water these days, and we
challenging time.”
cannot sustain our nonviolent resistance or
This call to mobilize over the next
eighteen months is not just an electoral

build a movement on our own; we need
one another. We encourage everyone to

form or join an affinity group of just 5 to
10 people where you can support one another for public action, study nonviolence,
reflect on the current situation and envision a way forward. Affinity groups have
long played a part in our movements. In
Latin America, where they are called “base
communities,” they are practically a requirement for survival.
Fourth, join the Nonviolent Cities project and announce your city as a
“Nonviolent City.” Based on the groundbreaking work of “Nonviolent Carbondale,” Illinois, the Nonviolent Cities project supports local leaders around the
country who are envisioning their community as a city of nonviolence. With more
than 40 cities currently exploring this vision, Campaign Nonviolence calls upon
activists, organizers, students and religious
and political leaders to use this tool as a
way to organize locally, resist injustice,
end violence, and set a new path for your
community to one day become a culture of
peace and nonviolence.
Fifth, plan a local or regional gathering or
conference in Spring 2018, to build for the
fall convergence, help spread the word,
and mobilize the groundswell of public
action. We encourage everyone everywhere to organize your own day-long
planning sessions or retreats next spring so
that we can stay focused on the task of
movement building.
Sixth, mobilize thousands of local public actions across the nation during the
Campaign Nonviolence national week of
action next September 15-23, 2018, as

Through the brilliant work of Erica
Chenoweth and Maria Stephan in their
book, Why Civil Resistance Works, we
know that nonviolent strategies for social
change are twice as effective as violent
ones, that when people gather together to
do the impossible through nonviolent
movements, positive change usually occurs.
But we also know this: movements
which activate 3.5 percent of the population are very likely to succeed. For us, that
means 12 million people. I believe we can
do that. Over the course of the next 18
months, we can build an unprecedented
movement of movements to challenge the
violence of our country and lay new
groundwork for a culture of peace and
nonviolence.
“A culture of nonviolence is not an
unattainable dream,” Pope Francis wrote
last month in his open letter to Chicago,
“but a path that has produced decisive results. The consistent practice of nonviolence has broken barriers, bound wounds,
healed nations.”
I hope we can all spread the vision,
continue to build up our grassroots movement of nonviolence, and mobilize the
nation not just for steadfast resistance but
the long haul transformation into a new
culture of nonviolence.
To
read
the
call,
www.campaignnonviolence.org

visit

Rev. John Dear is a Roman Catholic priest
and is a former executive director of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation. He was
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize and
is the author of numerous books, most recently of “Thomas Merton Peacemaker.”
This article is syndicated by PeaceVoice.

The monthly FORsooth Mailing Party ( March 16, 2017 ). After putting address labels the paper and enjoying refreshments, the volunteers thanked
outgoing FORsooth Managing Editor Russ Greenleaf for his service.
Around the table from left to right: Everett Hoffman, Stephen Spanyer, Sharon Grant, Kate Cunningham, Russ Greenleaf, Fred Nett, Rose Nett,
Beverley Marmion, Karen Bossmeyer, Ona Owen, and Cathy Ford (in front on the right).
Photo by Sister Mary Grenough, M.M.
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Hillbilly Elegy
A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis
Book Review
by Kate Cunningham
As we continue to try to figure out
who elected Trump and why, it may be
useful to read the book, “Hillbilly Elegy:
A Memoir of a Family and Culture in
Crisis” by J. D. Vance.
Apparently, many white working class
and poor voters felt entirely disaffected
with the “no drama Obama” administration and wanted a change to something
that looked more familiar to them: a white
guy who blusters, threatens, bullies and
lies.
Although it is risky to use one’s own
life as a template for a culture, J. D.
Vance, born in Middletown, Ohio from
Appalachian forebears (from Jackson,
Kentucky), not only writes about his turbulent and deprived childhood but also
weaves in some demographic studies that
echo his personal experience. This book
describes, dispassionately, a series of unfortunate events besetting J.D., his half
sister, parents, grandparents, and cousins.
The writer tellingly includes an episode of his own road rage that came out
of nowhere when he was a successful
Yale-educated lawyer. Or maybe it did
not “come out of nowhere.” Maybe the
violent aggression which he witnessed
throughout his childhood wasn’t eradicated by an Ivy League education.
J.D. Vance credits a few adults, teachers, professors who appeared at key moments in his life and helped set him on a
more potentially successful path than that
of his childhood peers. His life is a testimony to the power of one—one high
school teacher, one college professor, one
mentor who bothered to notice he was
floundering. Fortunately, the maternal
grandparents who raised J.D. respected
education and knew it was the one way to
succeed in life. But their hair-trigger responses to everyday disappointments set
him on the path to road rage decades later.
Can you imagine being six years old
and
witnessing
your
grandfather
(“Papaw”) irately confront a drug store
clerk who had chastised you, then see
Papaw stomping on the toy you had
picked up to play with in the store, while
your grandmother angrily sweeps the
store shelves of their contents? And this
“Papaw” was the most positive, stable
role model in your life?
The writer asks, “Why has no one else
from my high school made it to the Ivy
League? Why are people like me so poorly represented in America’s elite institutions? Why is domestic strife so common
in families like mine? Why did successful
people feel so different?”

He goes on to say, “studies have
shown that ACEs are far more common in
my corner of the demographic world. A
report by the Wisconsin Children’s Trust
Fund showed that among those with a
college degree or more (the non-working
class), fewer than half had experienced an
ACE. Among the working class, well over
half had at least one ACE, while about 40
percent had multiple ACEs.” Vance surveyed his immediate family: he and his
half sister scored 6; his aunt scored 7.
“Children with multiple ACEs are
more likely to struggle with anxiety and
depression, to suffer from heart disease
and obesity, and to contract certain types
of cancers. They’re also more likely to
underperform in school and suffer from
relationship instability as adults.”
This discussion of ACEs goes a long
way to explain the rate of cancer, heart
disease, poverty and dysfunction that is
prevalent in much of the country today. I
guess that’s why this book is titled
“Elegy,” a sad lament.
For another critique of this book, see
The New Republic:
https://newrepublic.com/
article/138717/jd-vance-false- prophet-blueamerica
Kate Cunningham is a longtime advocate
for peace, justice, Earth and feminism.
She is past president of the Northern Kentucky Women's Crisis Center, president of
A Fund, Inc., a life member of Sierra Club
and an ACLU KY Face of Liberty.
Contact her at
kate.cunningham9@gmail.com

Later, in partial answer to these questions, Vance discusses what social workers call “adverse childhood experiences”
or ACEs. The most common:


being sworn at, insulted, or humiliateed by parents



being pushed, grabbed, or having
something thrown at you



feeling that your family didn’t support each other



having parents who were separated or
divorced



living with an alcoholic or a drug
user



living with someone who was depressed or attempted suicide



watching a loved one be physically
abused

Kate Cunningham

Regular Meeting Times for
Area Organizations
AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE – Every third
Friday at noon at Sullivan University, www.au.org (Contact Paul Simmons at 502-6087517) pdsimmons14@gmail.com
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL – (Sharon 637-8951)
APPAF (American Palestine Public Affairs Forum) – www.appaf.org (664-2761)
AUDUBON SOCIETY OF KENTUCKY – www.audubonsocietyofky.org
BECKHAM BIRD CLUB – 2nd Saturday, 7PM, www.beckhambirds.org
BLACK LIVES MATTER – Every Sunday, 3PM, 3208 W. Broadway,
chelm416@gmail.com
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – Last Monday every other month (239-4317 for details)
CAPA [Citizens against Police Abuse] –2nd Thursday (778-8130) Meet at Braden Center,
3208 W. Broadway
CART [Coalition for the Advancement of Regional Transportation] – 3rd Wednesday, Union
Station, TARC Board Room
CEDAW [Convention for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women] – 2nd Tuesday,
6:30 pm, Bon Air Library, rosieblue1941@gmail.com
CLOUT [CITIZENS OF LOUISVILLE ORGANIZED AND WORKING TOGETHER] –
(583-1267)
COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST – 2nd Monday (456-6586)
COMMON CAUSE – Ad hoc discussions. Continuous engagement.
www.commoncause.org/ky
COMMUNITY COALITION ON THE HEALTHY HOMETOWN – Every Monday,
5:30PM (502-574-6209)
COMMUNITY FARM ALLIANCE OF KENTUCKY – (859-351-4508) cfaky.org
COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” – 1st Sunday, 7pm (899-4119)
EARTHSAVE POTLUCK – 2nd Saturday, 6PM (502-299-2520)
www.LouisvilleEarthSave.org
ELECTRIC VEHICLE OWNERS OF LOUISVILLE (EVOLVE) – join us on facebook,
stuartungar@icloud.com
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community dialogues and volunteer opportunities (8930788)
FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB – 1st Thursday, papajohn15@bellsouth.net
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION (FOR) – 2nd Thursday 609-7985 or 899-4119
15 THOUSAND FARMERS – 15th day each month, www.15thousandfarmers.com
FOOD IN NEIGBORHOODS COMMUNITY COALITION – 2nd Tuesday, 6:30PM (502819-2957)
FORWARD RADIO PROJECT – (502-296-1793)
FRIENDS FOR HOPE (Support Group for Adult Cancer Survivors) – 4th Wednesday at 6:30
PM (451-9600).
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE – 2nd Tuesday (893-8436)
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB – 3rd Tuesday, 7pm. (502-644-0659)
GREEN CONVENE – 2nd Tuesday, 6:30PM, www.greenconvene.org
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ADVOCACY BOARD – 1st Monday, 9AM (502574-3631)
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ENFORCEMENT BOARD – 1st Monday, 9:30AM
(502-574-3631)
HUMANISTS OF METRO LOUISVILLE – 2nd Monday, 7:00pm (896-4853)
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE – 3rd Wednesday, every other month. (214-7322)
IRFI [ISLAMIC RESEARCH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL, INC.] – Sundays at 6:00
PM (502-423-1988)
JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE –2nd Tuesday at 7 pm. barbaraberman2@gmail.com (502553-6451)
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (582-5454)
JURISDICTIONARY CLUB OF LOUISVILLE – Know the law and how to use it (5008161)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – (345-5386)
KENTUCKIANS FOR SINGLE PAYER HEALTH CARE – 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each
month, 5:30 pm, Board Room in the Mezzanine of the Louisville Free Public Library,
www.kyhealthcare.org (636-1551)
KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] – 2nd Monday (589-3188)
KITOD [KENTUCKIANA INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON DARFUR] – (553-6172)
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL REPRESSION – 1st Tuesday, 6:30
p.m. (778-8130)
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY – (502-636-1330) kcadp.org
KITLAC [KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN]
– (502-435-3265) kitlac@mailforce.net
KRCRC (KY RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE) – (866-6060988) krcrc.org
KY WATERSHED WATCH. Volunteer water quality monitoring and training around the
state every month. Call 800-928-0045
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS (502-895-5218), lwvlouisville.org
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN STATES – 3rd Sunday (4515658)
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST (LCPME) – First
Monday of the month at 7 pm (502-264-2437)
LOUISVILLE FORUM – 2nd Wednesday, Noon (502-329-0111) louisvilleforum.org
LPAC [LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY] – (456-6914)
LOUISVILLE SHOWING UP FOR RACIAL JUSTICE (LSURJ) – Monthly meetings for
learning and action (502-558-7556)
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH – Meditation every Sunday (473-8435)
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights (502-587-7755), louisvilleyouthgroup.com
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY (LIFE) – 4th Sunday (384-3875)
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday (895-0866 or 899-9261)
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION – 4th Wednesday (584-6858)
MIGHTY KINDNESS – mightykindness@gmail.com (235-0711)
MUHAMMAD ALI INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, at U of L (852-6372)
NAACP [NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE] – 3rd Monday (776-7608)
NAMI [NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL] – (588-2008) namilouisville.org
NATIONAL ACTION NETWORK, LOUISVILLE METRO CHAPTER – 4th Sunday of
each month, 5 p.m. (778-8624 or 470-362-0317)
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND GAYS (P-FLAG) – (2331323; pflaglouisville.org)
PEACE EDUCATION PROGRAM — (589-6583) http://www.peaceeducationprogram.org
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
SICKLE CELL ASSOCIATION – 3rd Saturday (502-569-2070)
SIERRA CLUB INNER CITY OUTINGS – 2nd Thursday, 7:30 PM (558-0073)
LOUISVILLE SHOWING UP FOR RACIAL JUSTICE. Learning, support and action (5587556).
SOCIAL CHANGE BOOK CLUB – 3rd Monday, www.greenlistlouisville.com
SOWERS OF JUSTICE NETWORK – sowersofjusticenetwork.org, sowersofjusticenetwork@gmail.com
STAND UP SUNDAY/STAND UP LOUISVILLE – Every Sunday 3:00, 3208 W. Broadway, chelm416@gmail.com
URBAN LEAGUE YOUNG PROFESSIONALS – 2nd Monday, 6PM (502-561-6830)
VETERANS FOR PEACE, Louisville Chapter 168 – (502) 500-6915, CRawertTrainer@twc.com
WOMEN IN TRANSITION (WIT) – every Wednesday, 6-8 PM (636-0160)

Note: If your group would like to this list, or if information needs to be updated, please
let us know by emailing: calendar.peace@gmail.com
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Calendar for peacemakers
time and place of the event.

Before attending these events, it’s best to contact the sponsoring organization to verify the

To list your event here, email info to calendar.peace@gmail.com by the first Wednesday of each month.

Jul 1 to Dec 29 MUHAMMAD ALI RETROSPECTIVE. The Afr ican Amer ican Her itage Center .
Award winning photos and paintings covering many
years depict Ali’s life and legacy. Visit www.kcah.com
Jul 1 & Aug 5 (Sat) INTERFAITH SILENT MEDITATION. Every first Saturday. 9:30AM. Brief meditation instruction and longer periods of silence, interspersed with opportunities for walking meditation.
Passionist Earth & Spirit Center, the Barn at 1924
Newburg Road. Call 502-452-2749 for information.
Jul 1 (Sat) CANVASS NEIGHBORHOODS FOR
FRESH FOOD. Saturdays and Sundays. Join us any
time. Fresh Stop Project volunteers take orders door
to door for locally grown fruits and vegetables. Visit http://newrootsproduce.org
Jul 1 (Sat) LOUISVILLE COMMUNITY AGRICULTURE. Every Saturday morning. Also, other days
and times. 26 farmers’ markets from California
neighborhood to Norton Commons. Visit www.louisvilleky.gov/HealthyHometown
Jul 2 & Aug 6 (Sun) "AIM HIGHER" focusing on military counter-recruitment. Every first Sunday at 7
PM. Discuss conscientious objection, military recruitment, and the possibility for high school students to "opt out" of having their names given to
recruiters. Call Jim Johnson, 262-0148 or email
FORnonviolence@gmail.com
Jul 2 to 15 MUHAMMAD ALI’S SIX CORE PRINCIPLES The Muhammad Ail Center . Exhibits
and events teach and demonstrate Ali’s core principles. Visit http://www.alicenter.org
Jul 5 & Aug 2 (Wed), VOLUNTEER FOR REFUGEE
FAMILIES Catholic Charites, 5:30pm. First
Wednesday every month. Learn more about our refugee & immigration settlement program and family
assistance efforts. Visit
http://cclou.org
Jul 5 (Wed) NOONTIME INTERFAITH MEDITATIONS. Every Wednesday from 12:10 to 12:30 at
Christ Church Cathedral, Downtown. Weekly rotation includes Zen Buddhist silence, Lecto Divina,
Vipassana Buddhist practices, and Creative Visualization. Visit
http://paths2peace.org
Jul 5 & Aug 2 (Wed) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY FORUM. Every first Wednesday. Sustainability and relationships that create a community for
change. Bring your lunch. Noon to 1:45 PM, Passionist Earth & Spirit Center, the Barn at 1924 Newburg Road.
Jul 6 & Aug 3 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER
HEALTH CARE. Every first & third Thursday,
5:30PM at Main Public Library. Call Kay Tillow 636
-1551.
Jul 8 & Aug 12 (Sat) EARTHSAVE OF LOUISVILLE.
Crescent Hill Ministries, 6PM to 8PM. Every 2ndSaturday. Discuss healthy food and behavior change.
Bring a plant-based dish and share your recipe. Mix,
mingle, music. Call 299-9520 for more information.
Jul 8 & Aug 12 (Sat) CITIZENS' CLIMATE LOBBY.
Main Public Library, Noon. Every 2nd Saturday.
Help plan efforts to lobby for state legislation to
combat climate change. For more information contact Jean at jmchri@gmail.com or call 502 634-3114.
Jul 9 & Aug 13 (Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE. Louisville
Peace Action Committee (LPAC) and Veterans for
Peace Chapter 168, 4PM to 5PM. Every 2nd Sunday.
Bardstown Rd. at Douglas Blvd. Bring a sign. Remember those suffering from conflicts in the Middle
East. For more information, call Harold Trainer, 502387-9490.
Jul 9 & Aug 13 (Sun) THE NONVIOLENT CITIES
PROJECT. Pace e Bene Nonviolence Service, every
2nd Sunday at 2:30PM. Help us spread and apply the
principles of non-violent action here and now.
Call812-280-0665 or email rodwsm@gmail.com for
more information.
Jul 11 & Aug 8 (Tue) JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE
meeting at 7 pm. Meets the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. For details, call 502-553-6451 or
barbaraberman2@gmail.com
Jul 11 & Aug 8 (Tues) MOVIMENIENTO DE MUJERES LATINA -- LATINA WOMEN’S MOVEMENT, La Casita Center, Every second Tuesday,
5:30PM. Network, mentor, find friends
and share. Call 322-4036 for more information.
Jul 12 & Aug 9 (Wed) Y-NOW CHILDREN OF PRISONERS MENTORING. Luncheon at YMCA Safe
Place. 2nd Wednesday each month. Learn how you
can help break the cycle through mentoring and encouragement. RSVP to 635-5233.
Jul 12 to 15, 23 to 30 & 26 to 29.HAND IN HAND
MINISTRIES. Wor k side by side with people in
other communities and other countries by participating in our immersion trips. Visit www.myhandinhand,org
Jul 13 & Aug 10 (Thurs) EVERYONE READS TRAIN-

ING. JCPS Van Hoose Education Center, 4PM. Every 2ndThursday. Join our communitywide effort to
improve reading skills. Visit https://
apps.jefferson.kyschools.us/vounteer
Jul 13 & 27 REAL PEOPLE, REAL CHALLENGES,
REAL SOLUTIONS. Volunteers of America Family
Emergency Shelter, morning and evening sessions.
One hour interactive tour of VOA’s work and programs for self-determination. For more information,
call 636-4660
Jul 13 & Aug 17 (Thurs) MENTAL ILLNESS SUPPORT & ADVOCACY. NAMI Louisville every
third Thursday at 3PM. Also Saturdays and Sundays.
Support group for families. Draw on years of experience. Visit www.namilouisville.org
Jul 13 & Aug 17 (Thurs) COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN (CASA).
Orientation, Noon to 1PM. Learn how you can help
defend the rights of abused and neglected children in
our community. Call 595-4911 to RSVP
Jul 14 & Aug 11 (Fri) A GLIMPSE OF ETERNITY. The
Louisville Astronomical Society at dusk in Tom
Sawyer Park. Every 2nd Friday weather permitting.
Look through telescopes at planets, our moon, stars,
double stars, the Orion nebula, and other wonders.
Visit .louisville-astro-org
Jul 15 & Aug 15 GROWING FOOD AND COMMUNITY. 15 Thousand Farmers at Dismas St. Ann’s on
Algonquin Pkwy, the 15th of every month. Share
ideas and experiences about growing your own food.
Taste samples. Visit www.15thousandfarmers.com
Jul 18 (Tues) THE RISE OF FAKE NEWS. Wor d
Affairs Council of Kentucky and Southern Indiana.
Hear Pulitizer Prize-winning journalist Coleen Nelson how the current climate of distrust and disinformation emerged. Visit www.worldkentucky.org
Jul 20 & Aug 17 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER
HEALTH CARE. Every first & third Thursday,
5:30PM at Main Public Library. Call Kay Tillow 636
-1551.
——————————————–————
July 20 (Thu) DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR
THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF FORSOOTH.
Email articles to russgreenleaf@yahoo.com or
call 502-264-2437
——————————————–————
July 20 (Thurs) There is NO THIRD THURSDAY
LUNCH in J uly or August. Lunches will r esume
in the fall.
Jul 25 to 27 PEACE TRAINING FOR EDUCATORS.
Peace Education Program. Learn the basics of creating a site based mediation program and how to train
youth mediators. http://peaceeducationprogram.org
July 25 & Aug 22 FREE NONPROFIT START-UP
CLINIC. Center for Nonpr ofit Excellence, 3PM.
Every 4thTuesday. Learn the fundamentals, avoid
pitfalls, and find direction. Visit www.cnpe.org
——————————————–————
Aug 2 (Wed) DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO
THIS CALENDAR for the September issue of
FORsooth. Ever y fir st Wednesday. Please
email calendar.peace@gmail.com
Aug 9 (Wed) LOUISVILLE FORUM. Noon at Vincenzo’s Downtown. Every 2nd Wednesday. Speakers on
current public issues. Non-partisan discussion. For
details call, 329-0111.
Aug 9 (Wed) COMPASSIONATE LOUISVILLE. Noon.
Meeting locations rotate. Help monitor the progress
of Metro Louisville ten-year campaign for compassion. Visit http://compassionatelouisville.org for
more information.
Aug 15 (Tues) NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE.
New Directions Housing Corporation. Every
3rd Tuesday of even months. Join our think tank of
volunteers to brainstorm better ways to increase safety, improve business relationships, clean-up, train
new leaders, and plan for the future. Visit http://
www.ndhc.org
——————————————–————
Aug 17 (Thu) DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR
THE OCTOBER ISSUE OF FORSOOTH.
Email articles to russgreenleaf@yahoo.com or
call 502-264-2437
——————————————–————
Aug 17 (Thurs) There is NO THIRD THURSDAY
LUNCH in J uly or August. Lunches will r esume
in the fall.
Aug 17 (Thurs) FORsooth LABELING PARTY. Presbyterian Seminary, Winn Center. 6:30 PM. Every
3rd Thursday. We need volunteers! Many hands
make light work, and the opposite is also true! So
please join us if you can. Call 451-5658 for more
information.

Aug 22 (Tues) KENTUCKY REFUGEE MINISTRIES
LUNCH & LEARN. Noon to 1:30PM. Learn more
about our refugee & immigration settlement program
and citizenship tutoring classes. Visit http://kyrm.org
Aug 29 (Tues) AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ. Wor d
Affairs Council of Kentucky and Southern Indiana.
Hear diplomat and counselor Zalmay Khalilzad on
our country’s changing relationships with Afghanistan and Iraq. Visit www.worldkentucky.org
Sep 1 to 4 WORLDFEST. Belveder e, Downtown. Explore Louisville’s many faces and cultures in music,
dance, food and educational events. Visit https://
louisvilleky.gov/events/worldfest
——————————————–————
Aug 2 (Wed) DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO
THIS CALENDAR for the October issue of FORsooth. Ever y fir st Wednesday. Please email calendar.peace@gmail.com
OUT OF TOWN
Jul 3 & Jul 7 (Mon) KENTUCKY MIGRANT NETWORK COALITION. Lexington KY at the Cardinal
Valley Center, 12PM. Every first Monday. Get better
acquainted with Kentucky’s immigrant and refugee
families. For more information, call 859-258-3824.
Jul 6 (Thurs) INTERFAITH PRAYER VIGIL FOR
PEACE. Lexington, KY at West Main and Broadway, 5:30PM to 6:30PM. Every Thursday for eleven
years. For more information,
Jul 7 (Fri) WATERSHED WATCH SAMPLING.
Kentucky River Watershed Watch in Lexington KY.
Take a qualified water sample, collect field data, and
make habitat assessments. Watershed Water volunteers work in all regions of our state. Call 502-7827032 for more information
Aug 17 (Thurs) ORGANIC AGRICULTURE WORKING GROUP. KSU Research Farm, Frankfort, KY.
Every third Thursday. Participate in efforts to develop local food economies with the Community Farm
Alliance and others. Visit www.communityfarmalliance.org
Aug 25 to 29 KFTC ANNUAL MEETING. Kentuckians For the Commonwealth, General Butler State
Park. Celebrate our statewide efforts and accomplishments. Help us plan for next year. Visit
https://www.kftc.org
Sep 9 to 10 TRAIL OF TEARS NATIVE AMERICAN POW WOW. Hopkinsville, KY. Dance and
pray with us as we celebrate Native American cultures. Traditional food, clothing, jewelry, and crafts.
Visit
http://calendar.powwows.com
EVENTS AT LOUISVILLE FREE PUBLIC
LIBRARIES. Visit www.lfpl.org
Jul 1 (Sat) ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLUB. Every
Saturday at the Iroquois & Newburg Public Library
Branches, 3PM. Also Main Library on Wednesdays
at 7PM.
Jul 5 (Wed) CO-EXISTING WITH NATIVE WILDLIFE. Iroquois Public Library, 1PM. Learn more
about the wildlife in your backyard and how you can
help protect them.
Jul 8 (Sat) A THOUSAND AND ONE JOURNEYS.
Iroquois Public Library, 1PM. See the untold story
of Arab Americans in the United States for over 200
years.
Jul 8 & Aug 5 (Sat) BILINGUAL STORY TIME Iroquois Public Library, 11:15AM. Read and listen to
stories in Spanish and English. and discuss Spanish
literature en espanol
Jul 10 & 31(Mon) COOKING UP CULTURE. Iroquois
Public Library, 6:30PM. Also, Jun 19th. Learn and
practice traditional cuisines of your neighbors in
Louisville’s immigrant and refugee communities.
Jul 11 (Tues) HOUR OF POWER BOOK DISCUSSIONS. Newburg Public Library, every first Tuesday, 6:30 PM. Discuss books on personal efforts to
overcome the challenges of abuse, oppression, deprivation, discrimination or disabilities.
Jul 12 & Aug 16 (Wed) GRANTWRITING FOR WORTHY CAUSES. Main Public Library, 1:30PM. Learn
the basics of research and writing grant proposals.
Jul 24 (Mon) SONGS OF FREEDOM & UNITY Main
Public Library, 2PM. Hear traditional songs from the
African diaspora and read the writings, essays, and
stories that inspired them.
Aug 24 (Thurs) BEARGRASS: THE CREEK ON OUR
BACKYARD. Main Public Library, 6:30PM. See
the documentary about unique biodiversity of Beargrass Creek.
Aug 29 (Tues) BEGINNING SPANISH, Iroquois Public
Library, 6:30PM.Learn conversational Spanish from
native speakers.

