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Today, in 2018, 140,000 Kentucky public school teachers are wondering: what happened to 
our pension? According to the National Rating Agency (Moody’s), at a 32% funded level, 
the Kentucky Teacher Retirement System (TRS) is the worst-funded teacher pension in the 
country.
 
The current leaders of the Jefferson County Teachers Association (JCTA), the Kentucky 
Education Association (KEA), and the TRS – some in office since 2003 – have presided 
over the greatest slide 
in assets in a teacher 
pension in American 
history. The funded 
level of the teacher 
pension has fallen from 
an 86% funded level in 
2003 to 32% today, with 
liabilities of around 30 
billion dollars.

Many financial experts 
now consider the TRS 
to be in a death spiral. 

What happened to our 
watchdogs? 

Weren’t the JCTA, KEA, and TRS supposed to watch over this key benefit and to protect it 
from harm? Teachers are busy people; they rely on their watchdogs to keep watch.

Few people know that teachers are not recipients of 
Social Security, as the teacher pension was originally 
intended to provide for teacher retirement. Now, it 
is anyone’s guess where the funds will come from to 
repair the financial damage that has been done to this 
retirement system.

Moreover, in recent years, the teacher pension system 
has been pouring funds into highly-secret, high-risk, 
high-fee alternative and private equity investments 
– an attempt to “big-bet” TRS back to solvency. We 
all know what happens to gamblers who play with 
scared money.

When teachers demanded to know how their 
contributions were being invested, and filed a 
transparency lawsuit seeking this information in 
2014, they were opposed by TRS management. In a 
surprising February 2016 action newsletter from JCTA, 
transparency was blocked by the teachers’ own union. 
Additionally, the teacher watchdog association has 
resisted taking any effective measures (legal action, 
civil disobedience, or peaceful protests around the 
capitol) that might call the legislature’s hand and 
stop the signing of secret contracts, and the repeated 
underfunding of the pension that began in the early 
2000s. The financial damage done to this pension is 
an impairment of a contract, something specifically 
prohibited by the United States, and the Kentucky 
Constitution. 

Presumably, with transparency, details of financial transactions might become known that 
were never intended to see the light of day. Perhaps this explains the resistance to transparency.

Strange as it may appear, there has been barely a peep of protest from the leaders of these three 
organizations. Worried teachers were even told by JCTA legal counsel – that if they were so 
concerned about their retirement – to go form their own organization. This resulted in the 
founding of Teacher Retirement Legal Fund (TRELF, 501.c.3) in 2014. We, of TRELF, have 
been fighting a pitched battle, against powerful forces, to save our retirement – a retirement 
plan that we began paying into the day we started working as public school teachers. We had 
no choice; it was a contractual requirement.

Finally, it now appears, from his address on January 16, 2018, that Governor Bevin is trying 
to cut his way to solvency by slashing 70 programs; to pit retirees against the rest of the state 
by eliminating these 70 programs (are they all without merit?); to shove the massive debt back 
to school districts, which he claims are sitting on some $960 million in “reserve” funds; and – 
perhaps he is correct here – trim the number of administrators in Jefferson County who earn 
over $100k per year (but even that amounts to only $60 million savings versus a $30 billion 
liability); and, to top it all off, to kill, once and for all, the defined benefit system through the 
401K trojan horse plan. Additionally, the debt figure Governor Bevin cited in his address was 
drawn up under outdated accounting standards no longer recognized by actuarial consensus: 
that TRS is funded at 56%; that teacher salary growth for legislative funding purposes will be 4%; 
and that the rate-of-return on investments will be 7.5% (more accurate standards, recognized 
by national ratings agencies, are known as GASB 67 and 68). These misleading figures were 

determined by 
the well-known 
economist, Rosie 
Scenario.

And so, teachers, 
who happen to be 
busy with teaching 
the future, are 
wondering the 
following: what 
happened to our 
watchdogs? What 
will we live on 
when we are too 
old to work in the 
classroom?

The concerned 
teachers of TRELF 
will continue to 
wage a legal battle 

to secure the rescue of our earned retirement.

For more information, visit TRELF on Facebook; or visit www.kentuckyteacherretirement.
weebly.com or follow us on Twitter @teachlegalfund  
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forsooth:
(adv.) in truth, 

in fact, indeed
(archaic)

WHERE WERE 
OUR PENSION 
WATCHDOGS?

By Randy Wieck

Photo by Tim Easley of the Herald Leader. 
A native of Louisville, and a graduate of Atherton High 
School, Dr. Randy Wieck holds degrees from Amherst 
College, The London School of Economics, and a Ph.D. 
in American Studies from the University of Paris, III, The 
Sorbonne. He has taught for 26 years, is currently a teacher 
at Manual High School, and is the author of Ignorance 
Abroad (Praeger).
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Going against the advice of the U.S. State Department, President Trump overturned 70 
years of U.S. policy on December 6, 2017 by announcing that the U.S. recognizes Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel. He said he will move the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.  
That implies that the U.S. now approves of Israel’s 1980 illegal annexation of the Palestinian 
half of Jerusalem.

Jerusalem had been set aside as an international 
city by the UN in 1948 and was not part of Israel. 
Jerusalem has been thought of as a future shared 
capital of both Israel and of a Palestinian state. The 
status of Jerusalem was to be determined by final-
status peace negotiations as part of a “two-state 
solution” that was supposed to end the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

Trump’s unilateral recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital (but not Palestine’s capital)—without any 
peace negotiations—sends a strong signal that the 
two-state solution is dead. It confirms what most 
experts already believed: that Israel has confiscated 
so much Palestinian land in the West Bank, and has 
built so many Jewish settlements there, that a two-
state solution is now impossible. 

Those Jewish settlements are connected by a web 
of segregated Jewish-only roads that divide the 
Palestinian land of the West Bank into small isolated 
fragments that can no longer form a single state.

Israel’s current right-wing government sees Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as a green 
light for them to annex all of the Palestinian West Bank and make it officially part of Israel—
something they have been wanting to do for a long 
time. Three weeks after Trump’s announcement, 
the Knesset (Israeli parliament) voted to annex 
parts of the West Bank.
Palestinian leaders say Trump’s unilateral 
recognition of Jerusalem has destroyed the 
Oslo peace agreement and killed the two-state 
solution. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas 
is considering withdrawing Palestine’s diplomatic 
recognition of Israel—until Israel returns the 
annexed land and recognizes Palestine as a state 
(which Israel has never done).

It turns out that Trump recognized Jerusalem 
at the urging of the pro-Israel Jewish billionaire 
Sheldon Adelson, who was a major donor to 
Trump’s presidential campaign. (See:  http://
mondoweiss.net/2017/12/jerusalem-failure-
century/)  Adelson is a major supporter of Israel’s 
right-wing government. Adelson also said he 
wants the U.S. to drop a nuclear bomb on Iran 
(let’s hope he doesn’t get his way on that one.)

Trump’s Jerusalem decision sparked protests 
around the world. In response to the protests 
in the Palestinian West Bank and Gaza, Israeli 
soldiers fired live ammunition at protesters, killing 
at least ten Palestinians and injuring hundreds. 

At one protest, an Israeli sniper killed a Palestinian 
paraplegic who had no legs. The man was sitting 
in his wheelchair waving a Palestinian flag when 
the Israeli sniper shot him. When asked what 
threat an unarmed man with no legs could have 
posed, the Israeli army said that snipers “directed 

fire selectively toward the main instigators” of the protest (according to the Times of Israel).

We rarely hear about those Palestinian deaths in the U.S. news media. (Google: “Ibrahim 
Abu Thurayyah”)

In further efforts to quell the protests, Israel arrested scores of Palestinians, including children. 
We rarely hear about Israel’s arrests of Palestinian children in the U.S. news media. But, this 
time there was an exception: 16-year-old Ahed Tamimi. 

Her arrest made it into the news for one reason:   she slapped an Israeli soldier, and a video 
of the slap went viral on the internet. 

It happened when Israeli soldiers 
invaded her village of Nabi Saleh 
in the West Bank on December 15, 
2017. Ahed was upset because she 
had just learned that her 15-year-old 
cousin had been shot in the head by 
Israeli soldiers at a nearby protest. 
When Israeli soldiers came into her 
front yard, Ahed told them to leave 
and tried to push them away. One 
of the soldiers slapped her in the 
face. She shouted, “Don’t slap me,” 
and she slapped him back.

The video of her slapping the Israeli 
soldier provoked outrage in Israel. 
There were public demands that she 
be arrested. An Israeli government 
official (Naftali Bennett) said she 
should spend the rest of her life in 
prison. Prominent Israeli journalist 
Ben Caspit wrote of the girl: “We 
should exact a price at some other 
opportunity, in the dark, without 
witnesses or cameras.”  (Reported 
by Jonathan Ofir in Mondoweiss:  
http://mondoweiss.net/2017/12/
should-israeli-journalist/ )

A few days later, Israeli soldiers 
broke into the 16-year-old girl’s 
home in the middle of the night 
and dragged her out of bed and took 
her to Ofer Prison. When Ahed’s 
mother went to the prison the next 
day to check on her daughter, the Israeli soldiers arrested her too. 

Mother and daughter are now both in prison.  Under Israeli military law, they can be kept 
in prison without trial for the rest of their lives. This is the occupation the Palestinians live 
under every day. This is the occupation you support when you pay your taxes. 

This occupation would not be possible without the $3 billion that the U.S. gives to Israel every 
year. When more Americans learn the truth about what Israel is doing with our money—
and when enough of us ask our elected officials to stop voting for aid to Israel—then Israel’s 
occupation of Palestinian land will end, and there can be peace. 

Until then, Israel has a blank check from America to do whatever it wants.

Sign the petition asking for Ahed and her mother to be released: https://www.amnesty.org/
en/latest/news/2018/01/israel-release-teenage-palestinian-activist-ahed-tamimi/ 
Or, search on Google the following: “petition release Ahed Tamimi amnesty”

OVER 100 YEARS ON 
PEACE FRONTIERS

FORsooth is published by the Louisville Chapter of the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR).
  
  Since 1915, the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR) in the United States has led campaigns to obtain legal rights for conscientious objectors, 
win civil rights for all Americans, end the Viet Nam War, oppose U.S. intervention in the Third World, and reverse the superpowers arms race. 
An interfaith pacifist organization, the FOR has members from many religious and ethnic traditions. It is part of the International Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, with affiliates in 40 countries.
   In the development of its program, FOR depends upon persons who seek to apply these principles to every area of life. We invite you to join 
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Keep it Alive with a Donation!

Make a check out to “FOR” and write “FORsooth” on the 

comment line. Mail it to: Tim Scheldorf, FOR Treasurer 2917 

Beaumont Rd, Louisville, KY 40205

FOR’s Mission Statement
The Fellowship of Reconciliation seeks to replace violence, war, 

racism and economic injustice with nonviolence, peace and justice. 
We are an interfaith organization committed to active nonviolence as 

a transforming way of life and as a means of radical change. 
We educate, train, build coalitions, and engage in nonviolent and 
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PALESTINE AND ISRAEL 
UPDATE
By Russ Greenleaf

Russ Greenleaf is a Jewish peace activist and writer in Louisville, Kentucky. He is 
a member of the Louisville Committee for Peace in the Middle East (LCPME) and 
is on the Board of Directors of the Louisville Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR). 
Contact him at russgreenleaf@yahoo.com

Photo by 2 Suns Shamsaan and 
Middle East Monitor  http://
MiddleEastMonitor.com/ 

Ahed Tamimi, the 16-year-old Palestinian girl who 
was arrested for slapping an Israeli soldier. 

WEST BANK: Isolated fragments of 
Palestinian land are shown in darker 
colors (Area A and Area B). The rest is 
Jewish settlements, settlement roads, 
and Israeli Army “closed military 
areas.”
Map by: Canada Talks Israel Palestine 
https://canadatalksisraelpalestine.ca/
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Each January, a civil holiday dedicated to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr is celebrated, and we 
remember the life of an astounding leader in the Civil Rights movement. As I grew up, I 
found myself enamored in the lofty ideals of King’s dream and his promotion of integration 
that I took for granted growing up in the late 90s and early 2000s. The same rituals, triumphal 
displays of his visage, and recordings of his voice would be repeated either at home on the 
television or in school on the old school projectors. All seemed good in the world, but a 
façade eventually fades just as the earth does erode and the superficial understanding of Dr. 
King gave way to my own curiosity.

 When one realizes that what education they received did not penetrate the deeper 
thought processes and motives of a historical character, it is difficult to retrace and describe 
the epiphany that led to further investigation. In the case of yearning to know all that Dr. King 
felt, thought, and argued for, the epiphany is never the focus for that would be self-gratifying; 
yet many of us share in the desire to go beyond our shallow respect for an intellectual and 
influential giant like Dr. King. Dr. King’s persona has certainly not been taught in full nor 
appreciated in full by many Americans.

 Martin Luther King, Jr., in his lifetime, did not receive wholesome support as we 
are usually led to believe. A Gallup poll in 1966 reported 63% of Americans viewed him 

negatively. This simple statistic alone would cause one to question the underlying celebratory 
spirit that is usually portrayed and broadcasted nowadays regarding King. What is often 
discovered is that he did not only speak out against racism and the withholding of rights from 
African Americans, but of the moral and logical fallacies inherent in supporting militarism 
while advocating nonviolence and of the systemic problems of poverty that plagued many 
Americans during his lifetime.

 As the speeches at the Riverside Church in New York City and at Stanford University 
are discovered and the Letter from the Birmingham Jail are read, it is difficult to ignore 
his holistic approach to many different problems that we still share the burden of today. It 
is even more difficult not to be moved by the conviction and commitment he made that 
eventually cost him his life. His oratory that moved masses of people into effective action is 
to be imitated and implemented. His genuine concern for his fellow neighbors near and far 
needs to be understood and a gauge upon our own activism and action. We must not parade 
idols willingly, but challenge the idols necessarily to implore people not to sit comfortably 
with ideals. We must struggle mightily in practical and perseverant action to help others 
and whittle away at oppression or shape more just environs for all people.

A BETTER APPRECIATION OF DR. KING
By Hamza Foy

Hamza Foy has a BA in History from the University of 
Louisville. He is a teacher and a committee member for civic 
engagement at the Guiding Light Islamic Center. Hamza 
manages a donation closet for the Muslim community and 
works closely with various organizations including the Salaam 
Network and Coalition for the Homeless. He is a cohort 
member for the Office of Globalization’s Louisville Welcome 
Academy. You can reach him at hamzaoflouisville@gmail.
com. 
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As the sexism of so many men of power makes current 
headlines, it also exposes the racism, ageism, homophobia 
and disability bias as part of the American fabric. This 
column will focus on racism, with discussion of the other 
abominations reserved for future columns.

In the 1950s and 1960s, when the Civil Rights Movement 
was developing, there were few options of redress for 
victims of racial segregation. The executive branch 
featured presidents with no proactive courage in resisting 
racism.

President Eisenhower, a Republican, would not send 
troops to protect black students integrating Central High 
School in Little Rock, Arkansas in the 1950s—until the 
possibility of racists murdering these students wholesale 
was almost upon them. Only then did he federalize the 
Arkansas National Guard and send in 1,000 U.S. Army 
paratroopers from the 101st Airborne Division.

In the 1960s, President Kennedy, a Democrat, initially 
would not send in troops to protect James Meredith, when 
he was about to become the first black student to integrate 
the University of Mississippi.

Mississippi Governor Ross Barnett had stated on 
television, “There is no case in history where the 
Caucasian race has survived social integration. We will not 
drink from the cup of genocide.... We must either submit 
to the unlawful dictates of the federal government or stand 
up like men and tell them never! .... No school will be 
integrated in Mississippi while I am your Governor!”
It was only after two people were murdered, and the 
possibility of racists committing mass murder was a real 
possibility, that Kennedy ordered in U.S. Army military 
police battalions, and others.

But it was not just the objective racism in the White House 
that was the problem. The chairs of almost every standing 
committee in the U.S. Congress, in the 1960s, were white 
southern racists. James O. Eastland, Democrat from 
Mississippi, chaired the Senate Judiciary Committee. He 
was, arguably, the most powerful person in Congress.
The U.S. Supreme Court had decent and progressive 
justices back then, but could only handle a limited number 
of cases each year.

The head of the FBI, J. Edgar Hoover, was a reactionary 
and a stone racist, from his anger at the Great Migration of 
Blacks moving out of the South, to his COINTELPRO spy-
on-progressives program of the 1950s. Rev. Martin Luther 
King was a main target.

In 1964, Hoover called Rev. King “the most notorious liar 
in this country.”

The federal animus was one of many factors that impelled 
the forward thrust of the Civil Rights Movement. And 
when leaders of this movement began connecting the 
political economy dots, they became a danger to the 
divide-and-rule overseers.

When Malcolm X talked about the “blue-eyed devils” 
he was scorned but tolerated. When he made his haj 
to Mecca, and saw many blue-eyed-devils also there in 
prayer, he began to connect the dots of political economy. 
And so he had to be eliminated. And so he was.

Martin Luther King, when he fought for the right of a 
black person to sit next to a white person at the lunch 
counter and eat a hamburger, was tolerated, sometimes 
uplifted, by them-what’s-got. But when he said integration 

was hollow without the money to buy the hamburger, he 
was looked at with suspicion. Then he dared say that U.S. 
atrocities against the people of Vietnam were immoral and 
an abomination.

But way before this, in 1952, King had written a letter to 
Coretta Scott, later to become Mrs. King. In it he stated: 
“I am much more socialistic in my economic theory than 
capitalistic.” 

In his last act, in 1968, King supported the strike of 
garbage workers in Memphis, Tennessee, linking civil 
rights with labor rights. So, King had to be eliminated. 
And so he was.

The Civil Rights Movement had no recourse other than to 
take to the streets and raise holy hell.

And what about today, the year 2018? Comes now an 
authoritarian president, a self-described genius, Donald 
Trump, and his Republican enablers. Unfortunately, the 
Democrats, with notable exceptions, are too often likewise 
shills for the ruling class.

“I have [the] absolute right to do what I want to do with 
the Justice Department,” he told the New York Times.
But it gets even worse. I quote from the Washington Post 
on January 12: 

“President Trump grew frustrated with lawmakers… in the 
Oval Office when they discussed protecting immigrants 
from Haiti, El Salvador and African countries as part of a 
bipartisan immigration deal, according to several people 
briefed on the meeting.

“‘Why are we having all these people from shithole 
countries come here?’ Trump said, according to 
these people, referring to countries mentioned by the 
lawmakers.

“Trump then suggested that the United States should 
instead bring more people from countries such as Norway. 
The president, according to a White House official … also 
suggested he would be open to more immigrants from 
Asian countries because he felt that they help the United 
States economically.

“’Why do we need more Haitians?’ Trump said, according 
to people familiar with the meeting. ‘Take them out.’” His 
obvious disdain for Haitians, Ghanaians, Nigerians, 

Salvadorans, Mexicans, and others revive the past concept 
of “the Ugly American.”

Whether it’s Trump’s voter suppression, possibility of firing 
of Robert Mueller, or other abuses of power, we have our 
work cut out for us.

We do have a few important legislative victories, in 
Virginia, Alabama and elsewhere. Many people are 
demonstrating in the streets, pressuring their Congress 
people, and more. The labor movement has begun to pay 
attention.

There is, indeed, anger at the way poor and working-class 
people, and the so-called middle class, are being screwed. 
But are we armed with specific knowledge of what has 
happened in the past? We need to educate ourselves, not 
just bow to spontaneity.

Two aspects of resistance stand out today, as in times 
past. The first is mobilizing, often spontaneous outrage 
at a particularly heinous ruling class atrocity. The other 
involves a longer-term vision: organizing, building 
structural and deliberative resistance.

Both aspects are crucial to cohering our movement.

Contact Ira Grupper:  irag@iglou.com

OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
AND “SH*THOLE” 

COUNTRIES

By Ira Grupper

HOW ARE WE DOING?
What do you think about this issue of FORsooth? 

Do you have any ideas of how we can 
improve? Is there something you like and want 

to see more of? Ler us know!
Contact:

adamkhayat10@gmail.com

 Ira Grupper
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Roughly 12,000 years ago, humankind took its first steps 
towards the modern & industrial world in which we live 
today. We lived as a hunter-forager society. The society 
was composed of independent and wanderlust tribes. 
Our ancestors never settled in one area, always operated 
in small numbers, and were one with nature. Their 
population was modest. There was virtually no complex 
social structure beyond the exclusive tribes and there was 
no great advancement in the cause of humanity beyond the 
discovery of fire and the ongoing development of brilliant 
communication skills. This all changed with the advent of 
the agricultural revolution. The arrival of agrarian societies 
was a pivotal epoch in the history of humanity as it 
completely revolutionized the mindset and social structure 
of humans.

 The domestication, cultivation, and storage 
of plants brought sedentism to humanity.  At long last, 
humanity had access to an abundance of food, and the 
need to constantly travel in search of fauna to hunt and 
mushrooms to pick was removed, leading humanity to set 
up its first villages. The harvest became central to humans 
and all components of life revolved around it. Tending to 
the fields of wheat and barley required a division of labor. 
One group of individuals would till the fields, another 
would build the irrigation channels, and another would 
build fences to keep wild animals from looting the food. 
For the first time in history, people had immediate access 
to food and this gave people the luxury of utilizing time 
for something other than survival. Our ancestors, thus, 
constantly aimed to optimize the harvesting process and, in 
that endeavor, a specialization of skills occurred and unique 
trades arose. People became potters, painters, craftsmen, 
merchants, and farmers. When a potter desired a loaf of 

bread, 
he 
could 
consult 
the 
farmer, 
and in 

exchange for the bread, the potter could give the farmer a 
vessel to carry water in. This humble scenario illustrates the 
first iteration of what humanity calls economics. 

 Understanding our roots enables us to appreciate 
what economics truly is and how it is intrinsic to human 
society. An economy is essentially an amalgam of human 
ingenuity and serves as the epicenter from which all other 
components of civilization stem. The arrival of spheres 
of professions created trade networks where goods and 
services were produced and exchanged amongst the 
inhabitants of Mesopotamia. The networks grew, the 
routes expanded, and the villages became cities. Archaic 
forms of currency such as cowry shells began to be used 
as a medium of exchange. This simplified transactions and 
wealth began to swell in the cities of Sumer, and the greedy 
elite was born. People tend to think greed was born in 
tandem with capitalism, but the truth is, pecuniary greed 
came into existence the instant people began buying and 
selling goods. With the greedy elite came the stratification 
of social classes. The ancient social pyramid starting from 
the bottom and going to the top went like this: farmers and 
slaves, craftsmen, merchants, scribes, soldiers, government 
officials and nobles, and, at the top, was the king. It is 
remarkable how similar this social structure is to the 
democratic capitalist societies of today.
 As wealth and population grew, and as social 

structures evolved, cities transformed into kingdoms. In 
an effort to grow the wealth and clout of the kingdom, a 
ruler would look far and wide for further resources and 
opportunities. Caravans embarked on journeys toward 
the East in search of business and military expeditions 
were launched to conquer new lands. These endeavors 
established trade networks between civilizations all 
throughout the Asian continent, laying the foundation 
of the Silk Road. Inter-border trade began to spread 
culture, disseminate religion, and quench curiosity. 
Societies that never interacted before were unified into 
a collective consciousness through trade and commerce. 
Inhabitants of the Indian subcontinent lusted for the gold 
of the Mediterranean and the Mediterranean’s desired 
Indian spices. In these exchanges, individuals developed 
bonds and increased the scope of human cooperation. 
Through this cooperation, ideas were exchanged across 
vast distances, and innovation became a hallmark in the 
mindset of humans. Through travel and trade, the human 
imagination increased exponentially and the intrepid 
zeitgeist that would eventually take humanity to the moon, 
was born.

Religion, money, and empire, the three great unifiers of 
humankind, all have the laws of economics within their 
cores.

Continued on Page 6

(Reprinted from the FOR’s National Website)

Orange jumpsuits have become the 
iconic symbol of a national disgrace and 
ongoing injustice: the detention center 
at Guantanamo Bay. These suits will be 
prominently displayed at demonstrations 
this January 11th, as activists in Washington, 
D.C. and in several communities around the 
country mark the 16th anniversary of the 
George W. Bush administration’s opening 
of the detention center in 2002.
 
The message at these gatherings is adamant: 

Close Guantanamo.

President Obama pledged to do so when 
he first took office, but failed to keep that 
pledge; Guantanamo remains open. Over 
780 individuals, cynically described as 
“enemy combatants,” have been detained 
there during these 16 years; very few have 
had charges brought against them. Most 
have now been released, but 41 still remain, 
stripped of their human rights. Among 
those 41 are five who have been cleared for 
release by the U.S. government; yet they still 
languish in Gitmo.

Once again, as it has done over these many 
years, the National Religious Campaign 
Against Torture (NRCAT) is helping to 
organize these events on the anniversary of 
the detention center’s opening. NRCAT, the 
inspiration of Princeton Seminary professor 
George Hunsinger, was founded in 2006 
with a laser focus and a moral imperative: 
end U.S.-sponsored torture. More than 
300 religious and peace organizations have 
joined NRCAT, representing the broadest 
possible swath of faith communities, 

from evangelical Christians to Sikhs and 
Buddhists, as well as representatives of the 
three Abrahamic traditions. (The Fellowship 
of Reconciliation joined NRCAT early on 
and continues to be a participating member.)
Naively, I thought that ending U.S.-
sponsored torture would be a proverbial 
“slam dunk,” especially given the broad 
consensus of faith communities that torture 

is always wrong, without exceptions. But the 
roots of U.S.-sponsored torture, fertilized, 
as it were, by fear-mongering and by the 
dynamics of “othering,” a we/they mentality, 
with “they” being the so-called “worst of 
the worst,” run deep. Like invasive weeds, 
the practice of torture and the policies that 
justify it are a challenge to eradicate.

So after a few years, NRCAT staff and board 
recognized that the organization needed to 
be positioned and equipped for the long haul. 
We also realized that we needed to expand 
our work to include not just torture beyond 
the borders of the United States, but also 
torture within our borders, specifically the 
widespread use of solitary confinement in 
the U.S. prison system. In addition, NRCAT 
expanded its reach to address Islamophobia, 
helping to launch Shoulder to Shoulder to 
combat anti-Islamic bigotry.

 
NRCAT’s mission – to abolish torture 
-- is ambitious, given the cultures of fear 
and violence that infect U.S. society and 
psyches. But NRCAT has been tireless and 
tenacious. Through organizing, advocacy, 
public witness, and education, NRCAT staff, 
board, and member organizations have been 
making progress in changing the culture.
We were heartened when on the second 
day of his administration, President Obama 
issued an executive order rescinding the 
Bush-era program known euphemistically as 
“enhanced interrogation” and reaffirmed the 
U.S.’s commitment to the U.N. Convention 
Against Torture. But we knew then (and 
have seen again and again under the 
current administration) that executive 
orders can easily be overturned. So, in the 
years following, NRCAT pushed hard for 
legislation to secure the gains of President 
Obama’s executive order.

Along with other human rights groups, 
we advocated for the release of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee’s Torture Report, 

which documented the CIA’s involvement in 
torture. While we did not succeed in getting 
the full report released, we did succeed in 
getting the 500-page summary released; it 
is now public record. That was enough to 
provide momentum, along with unrelenting 
advocacy, for the passage in December 2015 
of the McCain-Feinstein amendment to 
the National Defense Authorization Act. 
Their amendment codified the content of 
Obama’s 2009 executive order, requiring 
that the Army Field Manual on Human 
Intelligence Collector Operations be the 
standard for national security interrogations 
across the government and thereby ensuring 
that abusive practices cannot be authorized. 
Despite this law, NRCAT needs, and will 
continue, to be vigilant. Someone who 
brags that waterboarding is not torture, as 
Trump has done, requires close and constant 
vigilance and persistent resistance.

The progress of NRCAT’s campaign 
towards ending torture in U.S. prisons, 
specifically abolishing the practice of solitary 
confinement, has been considerable. There 
are currently campaigns in over a dozen 
states, with NRCAT resourcing them in 
a variety of ways. In some states – New 
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania for 
example – NRCAT has placed organizers, 
and it is planning to provide organizers for 
other states in the near term. NRCAT has 
also developed films like the documentary 
Breaking Down the Box to help educate folks 
about the pervasive reality of and torturous 
harms from prolonged isolation.

Breaking Down the Box from NRCAT on 
Vimeo.

One especially compelling NRCAT resource 
is a replica solitary confinement cell, 
which has been exhibited in a variety of 
venues nationwide. Last year, a coalition 
of Connecticut groups formed Inside the 
Box and brought the replica cell first to 
New Haven to display it in three libraries 
and then in the State Capitol in Hartford. 
Experiencing the cell for as few as five 
minutes was so disturbing that several 
legislators referenced their distress during 
Judiciary Committee hearings, speaking in 
support of a bill to restrict the use of solitary 
in Connecticut. The NRCAT replica cell 
helped us here in Connecticut bring this 
ongoing injustice and its enduring harms 
out of the shadows. The original bill was 
unfortunately, by the time it was passed 
unanimously, considerably watered down. 
So there is work still to do in Connecticut.
And there is work still for NRCAT to do to 
achieve its purpose of abolishing torture, 
without exceptions. There is work for us 
all to do. NRCAT is committed to that and 
is there to lead and resource and organize 
us to that end. We can accomplish this 
work, we must. As the NRCAT Statement 
of Conscience says, “Nothing less is at stake 
in the torture abuse crisis than the soul of 
our nation.”

ENDING TORTURE 
FROM GUANTANAMO 

TO U.S. 
PRISONS

By Allie Perry

HUMANOMICS 

Rev. Allie Perry is president of 
NRCAT’s Board of Directors. An 
ordained UCC minister, Allie 
previously served as vice-chair of 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation’s 
National Council. She lives in New 
Haven, Connecticut.

Courtesy of Witness Against Torture. 

Courtesy of Witness Against Torture. 

Photo by Ethan Vesely Flad. 

By Zeeshan Bhatti
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HOW ARE WE DOING?
What do you think about this issue of FORsooth? 

Do you have any ideas of how we can 
improve? Is there something you like and want 

to see more of? Ler us know!
Contact:

adamkhayat10@gmail.com

RECEIVE 
FORsooth 
for FREE

Send an email request 
to David Horvath at: 

dhorvath@fastmail.fm 

Request it 
by mail, by email, or both. 

LIKE THIS NEWSPAPER? 
Keep it Alive with a Donation!

Make a check out to “FOR” and write “FORsooth” on 

the comment line. Mail it to: Tim Scheldorf, FOR Treasurer 

2917 Beaumont Rd, Louisville, KY 40205

Regular Meeting Times for  
Area Organizations 
AMERICANS UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE – Every third 

Friday at noon at Sullivan University, www.au.org (Contact Paul Simmons at 502-608-
7517) pdsimmons14@gmail.com 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL – (Sharon 637-8951) 
APPAF (American Palestine Public Affairs Forum) – www.appaf.org  (664-2761) 
AUDUBON SOCIETY OF KENTUCKY – www.audubonsocietyofky.org 
BECKHAM BIRD CLUB – 2nd Saturday, 7PM, www.beckhambirds.org 
BLACK LIVES MATTER – Every Sunday, 3PM, 3208 W. Broadway, chelm416@gmail.com 
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – Last Monday every other month (239-4317 for details) 
CAPA [Citizens against Police Abuse] –2nd Thursday (778-8130) Meet at Braden Center, 

3208 W. Broadway 
CART [Coalition for the Advancement of Regional Transportation] – 3rd Wednesday, Union 

Station, TARC Board Room 
CEDAW [Convention for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women] – 2nd Tuesday, 
6:30 pm, Bon Air Library, rosieblue1941@gmail.com 
CLOUT [CITIZENS OF LOUISVILLE ORGANIZED AND WORKING TOGETHER] – 

(583-1267) 
COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST – 2nd Monday (456-6586) 
COMMON CAUSE – Ad hoc discussions. Continuous engagement. www.commoncause.org/

ky 
COMMUNITY COALITION ON THE HEALTHY HOMETOWN – Every Monday, 5:30PM 

(502-574-6209) 
COMMUNITY FARM ALLIANCE OF KENTUCKY – (859-351-4508) cfaky.org 
COUNTER RECRUITMENT, “Aim Higher” – 1st Sunday, 7pm (899-4119) 
EARTHSAVE POTLUCK – 2nd Saturday, 6PM (502-299-2520) 

www.LouisvilleEarthSave.org 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE OWNERS OF LOUISVILLE (EVOLVE) – join us on facebook, stu-

artungar@icloud.com 
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community dialogues and volunteer opportunities (893-

0788) 
FDR/LINCOLN LEGACY CLUB – 1st Thursday, papajohn15@bellsouth.net 
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION (FOR) – 2nd Thursday (609-7985 or 899-4119) 
15 THOUSAND FARMERS – 15th day each month, www.15thousandfarmers.com 
FOOD IN NEIGBORHOODS COMMUNITY COALITION – 2nd Tuesday, 6:30PM (502-

819-2957) 
FORWARD RADIO PROJECT – (502-296-1793) 
FRIENDS FOR HOPE (Support Group for Adult Cancer Survivors) – 4th Wednesday at 6:30 

PM (451-9600). 
FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF LOUISVILLE – 2nd Tuesday (893-8436) 
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB – 3rd Tuesday, 7pm. (502-644-0659) 
GREEN CONVENE – 2nd Tuesday, 6:30PM, www.greenconvene.org 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ADVOCACY BOARD – 1st Monday, 9AM (502-

574-3631) 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ENFORCEMENT BOARD – 1st Monday, 9:30AM 

(502-574-3631) 
HUMANISTS OF METRO LOUISVILLE – 2nd Monday, 7:00pm (896-4853) 
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE – 3rd Wednesday, every other month.  (214-7322) 
IRFI [ISLAMIC RESEARCH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL, INC.] – Sundays at 6:00 

PM (502-423-1988) 
JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE – Second Tuesday of the month at 7 pm,  (502-553-6451)

barbaraberman2@gmail.com 
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – (774-8624) 
KENTUCKIANS FOR SINGLE PAYER HEALTH CARE – 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each 

month, 5:30 pm, Board Room in the Mezzanine of the Louisville Free Public Library, 
www.kyhealthcare.org (636-1551) 

KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] – 2nd Monday (589-3188) 
KTAG [KENTUCKIANA TASKFORCE AGAINST GENOCIDE] – (553-6172) 
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL REPRESSION – 1st Tuesday, 6:30 

p.m. (778-8130) 
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY – (502-636-1330) kcadp.org 
KITLAC [KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN] 

– (502-435-3265) kitlac@mailforce.net 
KRCRC (KY RELIGIOUS COALITION FOR REPRODUCTIVE CHOICE) – (866-606-

0988) krcrc.org 
KY WATERSHED WATCH. Volunteer water quality monitoring and training around the 

state every month. Call 800-928-0045 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS (502-895-5218), lwvlouisville.org 
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN STATES – 3rd Sunday (451-

5658) 
LOUISVILLE COMMITTEE FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST (LCPME) – First Mon-

day of the month  at 7 pm (502-264-2437) 
LOUISVILLE FORUM – 2nd Wednesday, Noon (502-329-0111) louisvilleforum.org 
LPAC [LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION COMMUNITY] – (456-6914) 
LOUISVILLE SHOWING UP FOR RACIAL JUSTICE (LSURJ) – Monthly meetings for 

learning and action (502-558-7556) 
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH – Meditation every Sunday (473-8435) 
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights (502-587-7755), louisvilleyouthgroup.com 
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY (LIFE) – 4th Sunday (384-3875) 
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday (895-0866 or 899-9261) 
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION – 4th Wednesday (584-6858) 
MIGHTY KINDNESS – mightykindness@gmail.com (235-0711) 
MOMS DEMAND ACTION FOR GUN SENSE – (571-278-2255)  momsdemandaction.org  
MUHAMMAD ALI INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, at U of L (852-6372) 
NAACP [NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEO-

PLE] – 3rd Monday (776-7608) 
NAMI [NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL] – (588-2008) namilouis-

ville.org 
NATIONAL ACTION NETWORK, LOUISVILLE METRO CHAPTER – 4th Sunday of 

each month, 5 p.m. (778-8624 or 470-362-0317) 
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS AND GAYS (P-FLAG) – (233-

1323; pflaglouisville.org) 
PEACE EDUCATION PROGRAM — (589-6583)  http://www.peaceeducationprogram.org 
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907) 
SICKLE CELL ASSOCIATION – 3rd Saturday (502-569-2070) 
SIERRA CLUB INNER CITY OUTINGS – 2nd Thursday, 7:30 PM (558-0073) 
LOUISVILLE SHOWING UP FOR RACIAL JUSTICE. Learning, support and action (558-

7556). 
SOCIAL CHANGE BOOK CLUB – 3rd Monday, www.greenlistlouisville.com 
SOWERS OF JUSTICE NETWORK – sowersofjusticenetwork.org, sowersofjusticenet-

work@gmail.com 
STAND UP SUNDAY/STAND UP LOUISVILLE – Every Sunday 3:00, 3208 W. Broadway, 

chelm416@gmail.com 
URBAN LEAGUE YOUNG PROFESSIONALS – 2nd Monday, 6PM (502-561-6830) 
VETERANS FOR PEACE, Louisville Chapter 168 – (502) 500-6915, CRawertTrain-

er@twc.com 
WOMEN IN TRANSITION (WIT) – every Wednesday, 6-8 PM (636-0160) 

Note: If your group would like to this list, or if information needs to be updated, please 
let us know by emailing:  calendar.peace@gmail.com 

Zeeshan Bhatti attended 
Bellarmine University (Class 
of 2016) and graduated 
with a Bachelors of Arts in 
Economics. His background 
is in finance, particularly 
in investments and asset 
management. Currently, 
he is working at Merrill 

Lynch in Louisville, KY. Additionally, he is currently 
the Chief Strategy Officer of Muslims Americans for 
Compassion and a board member of Sowing Seeds 
with Faith. 

The clergy of medieval Europe, through the establishment of Europe’s first economic 
corporations – the monasteries – introduced advanced agricultural and administrative 
methods. Economics was even brought into the realm of the heavens, as peasants exchanged 
money for indulgences, thinking they were buying a plot of land for themselves in the 
afterlife. Empires cannot exist without the resources, wealth, and talent that is created 
through the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services. Money, 
a direct derivation of economics, and arguably the leader of the three great unifiers, has 
shaped modern day society from head-to-toe. 

 Yuval Noah Harrari beautifully expounds upon this notion in his book, Sapiens: “The 
appearance of a single transnational and transcultural monetary zone laid the foundation 
for the unification of Afro-Asia, and eventually of the entire globe, into a single economic 
and political sphere. People continued to speak mutually incomprehensible languages, 
obey different rulers, and worship distinct gods, but all believed in gold and silver and 
in gold and silver coins. Without this shared belief, global trading networks would have 
been virtually impossible”. 

 In the modern world, the structure of economics touches nearly every component 
of human civilization. It finances the research and development of drugs that save the 
lives of billions. It puts smart phones that have access to the collective knowledge of 
humanity in the palm of your hand for one-hundred dollars. It has led to the funding 
of the Large Hadron Collider in Switzerland, where scientists are uncovering mysteries 
regarding the birth of the universe. In the future, the laws of economics may enable us 
to realize the supreme achievement of becoming a multi-planet species. 
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March 15 Sadiqa Reynolds, President/CEO, Louisville Urban League, “Justice . . . Everywhere” 

Sadiqa Reynolds began her career as a public defender and, later, district court judge. In 
2015, she became President and CEO of the Louisville Urban League, the first woman to 
lead the organization in its 95-year history. Reynolds is a fierce advocate for the Urban 
League’s mission – to assist African-American and disadvantaged persons in the 
achievement of social and economic equality. In December, she was featured in 
Louisville Magazine, which named her 2017 “Person of the Year.” Reynolds will 
address today’s struggle for equality from the context of Dr. King’s 1963 
“Letter from Birmingham Jail,” in which he expresses frustration with those 
urging him to wait for a more convenient moment to seek racial justice. Reynolds 
asks, “Is there ever a convenient moment for justice?” 

April 19 Miriam Hans & Mark Meade, “Reflections of a Murder Victim’s Daughter on the 
Death Penalty & Its Abolition” 

In January 2000, Louisville native Cecil Byrd was shot and murdered at his home when 
four armed robbers broke into the missionary compound in Mozambique where he was 
stationed. His daughter, Miriam Hans, was shocked and angry – but was influenced by 
her mother’s forgiveness of the killers. Hans will share her reflections about the 
proper punishment for those who commit such violent, life-ending crimes, 
and why the death penalty is not the right choice for victims’ families. Mark 
Meade, Assistant Director of Bellarmine's Merton Center and a Board member with the 
Kentucky Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty (KCADP), will follow with an update 
on recent efforts to abolish the death penalty in Kentucky. 

Fellowship of Reconciliation & 
Interfaith Paths to Peace 

Third Thursday Lunches 
presented by the 

March - April 2018 

Hotel Louisville • 120 West Broadway 
Corner of Second & Broadway – Free Off-Street Parking 

Buffet Lunch at 11:30 • Presentation at Noon • $7.00 at the Door  
Reservations required by MONDAY before the lunch 

RSVP to Cathy Ford at 502/458-1223 or fordhoff@bellsouth.net 

FORward Radio     106.5fm     WFMP-LP Louisville     forwardradio.org
Time Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Time 

12:00 AM 00:00
12:30 AM 00:30
1:00 AM 01:00
1:30 AM 01:30
2:00 AM 02:00
2:30 AM 02:30
3:00 AM 03:00
3:30 AM 03:30
4:00 AM 04:00
4:30 AM 04:30
5:00 AM 05:00
5:30 AM 05:30
6:00 AM Kite Line - Prison Issues Between The Lines This Way Out 06:00
6:30 AM Sprouts CounterSpin Making Contact 06:30
7:00 AM On The Edge w/K.A. Owens Sea Change Radio 07:00
7:30 AM Informativo Pacifica Citizens' Climate Radio 07:30
8:00 AM 08:00
8:30 AM 08:30
9:00 AM 09:00
9:30 AM 09:30

10:00 AM 10:00
10:30 AM 10:30
11:00 AM 11:00
11:30 AM 11:30
12:00 PM On The Edge w/K.A. Owens Sea Change Radio This Way Out 12:00
12:30 PM Informativo Pacifica Citizens' Climate Radio Making Contact 12:30
1:00 PM Between The Lines 13:00
1:30 PM CounterSpin 13:30
2:00 PM Citizens' Climate Radio Platinum Sounds 14:00
2:30 PM Making Contact On The Edge w/K.A. Owens 14:30
3:00 PM 15:00
3:30 PM 15:30
4:00 PM Kite Line - Prison Issues 16:00
4:30 PM Sprouts 16:30
5:00 PM 17:00
5:30 PM 17:30
6:00 PM Kite Line - Prison Issues 18:00
6:30 PM Sprouts 18:30
7:00 PM Informativo Pacifica 19:00
7:30 PM Making Contact 19:30
8:00 PM 20:00
8:30 PM 20:30
9:00 PM Between The Lines 21:00
9:30 PM CounterSpin 21:30

10:00 PM Sea Change Radio 22:00
10:30 PM This Way Out 22:30
11:00 PM 23:00
11:30 PM 23:30
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Broadcast Schedule (Feb. 2018)
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CALENDAR FOR PEACEMAKERS
March 2018. Meeting times are subject to change for some of these events. Please e-mail us information about your peace 

and justice events tocalendar.peace@gmail.com.

Mar 1 to 31 ARTISTIC RELFECTIONS OF SEOUL AND 
LOUISVILLE. The Crane House. Daily. See examples of 
hanji as an artistic medium. This experimental series of 
work was created entirely with Korean handmade papers 
called hanji and incorporates reflections of both the 
artist’s birthplace, Seoul, South Korea, and her current 
home, Louisville. Visit http://www.cranehouse.org.

Mar 1 to 31 SACK LUNCHES FOR THE HOMELESS. 
Wayside Christian Mission. Open every day. Help us 
assemble sack lunches for men and women who are 
working and away from the Mission at mealtimes.Sack 
lunches are also used by our Good Samaritan Patrol. 
Visit http://wcm1.weebly.com

Mar 1 to Jul 1 WOMEN IN 20TH CENTURY ART. Speed 
Museum. See works of art by women artists and 
designers in the years after the Age of Impressionism. 
Visit www.speedmuseum.org

Mar 1 (Thurs) KENTUCKY SINGLE PAYER HEALTH 
CARE.Every first & third Thursday, 5:30PM at Main 
Public Library. Call Kay Tillow 636-1551.

Mar 3 (Sat) INTERFAITH SILENT MEDITATION. Every 
first Saturday. 9:30AM. Brief meditation instruction 
and longer periods of silence, interspersed with 
opportunities for walking meditation. Passionist 
Earth & Spirit Center, the Barn at 1924 Newburg 
Road. Call 502-452-2749 for information. Visit http:// 
iearthandspiritcenter.org

Mar 3 (Sat) LOUISVILLE COMMUNITY AGRICULTURE. 
Every Saturday morning. Also, other days and times. 
26 farmers’ markets from California neighborhood 
to Norton Commons. Visit www.louisvilleky.gov/
HealthyHometown

Mar 3 (Sat) PRESERVE OUR URBAN FORESTS. Olmstead 
Parks Conservancy. Almost every Saturday. Our tasks 
include invasive plant removal, mulching, painting or 
general park beautification in our various Olmstead 
parks and parkways. Gloves, tools and guidance 
provided. Be sure to sign-up before coming out. Visit 
http://www.olmstedparks.org

Mar 3 (Sat) CANVASS NEIGHBORHOODS FOR FRESH 
FOOD. Saturdays and Sundays. Join us any time. 
Fresh Stop Project volunteers take orders door to door 
for locally grown fruits and vegetables. Visit http://
newrootsproduce.org

Mar 4 (Sun) “AIM HIGHER” focusing on military counter-
recruitment. Every first Sunday at 7 PM. Discuss 
conscientious objection, military recruitment, and 
the possibility for high school students to “opt out” of 
having their names given to recruiters. Call Jim Johnson, 
262-0148 or e-mail FORnonviolence@gmail.com

Mar 4 (Sun) COMMUNITY COMPOSTING. UofL Belknap 
Campus. Every Sunday, Noon to 2PM. Help us turn 
trash to treasure. Haul home some rich compost for 
your garden. Dress to get dirty. Tools provided. Visit 
http://louisville.edu/sustainability

Mar 6 (Tues) DANCE FOR PATIENTS AND SURVIVORS 
OF PTSD. Dancing Well: The Soldier Project, 6PM. 
Every Tuesday this month. Join our dance for patients, 
survivors, and their families. Live music. Free childcare. 
Free admission. For more info, contact Deborah 
Denefield, 889-6584 or deborah@dancingwell.org 

Mar 7 (Wed), VOLUNTEER FOR REFUGEE FAMILIES 
Catholic Charites, 5:30pm. First Wednesday every 
month. Learn more about our refugee & immigration 
settlement program and family assistance efforts. Visit 
http://cclou.org

Mar 7 (Wed) NOONTIME INTERFAITH MEDITATIONS. 
Every Wednesday from 12:10 to 12:30 at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Downtown. Weekly rotation includes Zen 
Buddhist silence, Lecto Divina, Vipassana Buddhist 
practices, and Creative Visualization. Visit http://
paths2peace.org

Mar 7 (Wed) THE LOUISVILLE SUSTAINABILITY 
FORUM. Every first Wednesday. Sustainability and 
relationships that create a community for change. Bring 
your lunch. Noon to 1:45 PM, Passionist Earth & Spirit 
Center, the Barn at 1924 Newburg Road.

Mar 7 (Wed) DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THIS 
CALENDAR IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF FORSOOTH. 
Every first Wednesday. Please email calendar.peace@
gmail.com

Mar 8 to 31 SHINING A LIGHT PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT 
The Muhammad Ali Center. See thought-proving photos 
on survivors of gender-based violence, livelihoods, 
educations, rights & justice. Visit http://www.alicenter.
org

Mar 8 (Thurs) REAL PEOPLE, REAL CHALLENGES, REAL 
SOLUTIONS. Volunteers of America Family Emergency 
Shelter, morning and evening sessions. One hour 
interactive tour of VOA’s work and programs for self-
determination. Call 636-4660 to RSVP.

Mar 8 (Thurs) EVERYONE READS TRAINING. JCPS 
VanHoose Education Center, 4PM.Every 2nd Thursday. 
Join our communitywide effort to improve reading 
skills. Visit https://apps.jefferson.kyschools.us/vounteer

***********************************************************=

Mar 8 (Thurs) DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF 
FORsooth. Every second Thursday. Email articles 
to adamkhayat10@gmail.com Please email new or 
updated calendar listings to calendar.peace@gmail.
com

Mar 9 (Fri) A GLIMPSE OF ETERNITY. The Louisville 
Astronomical Society at dusk in Tom Sawyer Park. Every 
2nd Friday weather permitting. Look through telescopes 
at planets, our moon, stars, double stars, the Orion 
nebula, and other wonders. Visit .louisville-astro-org

Mar 10 (Sat) EARTHSAVE OF LOUISVILLE. Crescent Hill 
Ministries, 6PM to 8PM. Every 2nd Saturday. Discuss 
healthy food and behavior change. Bring a plant-based 
dish and share your recipe. Mix, mingle, music. Call 
299-9520 for more information.

Mar 10 (Sat) CITIZENS’ CLIMATE LOBBY. Main Public 
Library, Noon. Every 2nd Saturday. Help plan efforts 
to lobby for state legislation to combat climate change. 
For more Contact Jean at jmchri@gmail.com or call 502 
634-3114.

Mar 11(Sun) VIGIL FOR PEACE. Louisville Peace Action 
Committee (LPAC) and Veterans for Peace Chapter 
168, 4PM to 5PM. Every 2nd Sunday. Bardstown Rd. at 
Douglas Blvd. Bring a sign. Remember those suffering 
from conflicts in the Middle East. For more information, 
call Harold Trainer, 502-4189-4083.

Mar 11 (Sun) THE NONVIOLENT CITIES PROJECT. Pace e 
Bene Nonviolence Service, every 2nd Sunday at 2:30PM. 
Help us spread and apply the principles of non-violent 
action here and now. Call 812-280-0665 or email 
rodwsm@gmail.com for more information.

Mar 11 to 16 THOMAS MERTON WITH THE ROAD 
SCHOLAR PROGRAM. The Thomas Merton Center, 
Bellarmine. Join our educational trip centered on 
Merton’s experiences and writings. Call 272-8177 or visit 
merton.org

Mar 13 (Tues) MOVIMENIENTO DE MUJERES LATINA 
-- LATINA WOMEN’S MOVEMENT, La Casita Center, 
Every second Tuesday, 5:30PM. Network, mentor, find 
friends

and share. Call 322-4036 for more information.

Mar 13 (Tues) AMERICANA COMMUNITY CENTER, 6pm, 
Volunteer orientation every 2ndTuesday. Help bridge 
the gap for our refugee and immigrant neighbors. Visit 
http://americanacc.org

Mar 13 (Tues) COOPERATIVE GAMES DAY Peace 
Education Program. Learn and practice the 
fundamentals of cooperative action. Visit http://
peaceeducationprogram.org

Mar 14 (Wed) Y-NOW CHILDREN OF PRISONERS 
MENTORING. Luncheon at YMCA Safe Place. 2nd 
Wednesday each month. Learn how you can help break 
the cycle through mentoring and encouragement. RSVP 
to 635-5233.

Mar 14 (Wed) LOUISVILLE FORUM. Noon at Vincenzo’s 
Downtown. Every 2nd Wednesday. Speakers on current 
public issues. Non-partisan discussion. For details call, 
329-0111.

Mar 14 (Wed) COMPASSIONATE LOUISVILLE. Noon. 
Meeting locations rotate. Help monitor the progress of 
Metro Louisville ten-year campaign for compassion. 
Visit http://compassionatelouisville.weebky.com for 
more information.

Mar 15 GROWING FOOD AND COMMUNITY. 15 
Thousand Farmers at Dismas St. Ann’s on Algonquin 
Pkwy, the 15th of every month. Share ideas and 
experiences about growing your own food. Taste 
samples. Visit www.15thousandfarmers.com

Mar 15 (Thurs) MENTAL ILLNESS SUPPORT & 
ADVOCACY. NAMI Louisville every third Thursday at 
3PM. Also Saturdays and Sundays. Support for families. 
Draw on years of experience. Visit www.namilouisville.
org

Mar 15 (Thurs) COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL 
ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN (CASA). Orientation, 
Noon to 1PM. Learn how you can help defend the rights 
of abused and neglected children in our community. 
Call 595-4911 to RSVP

Mar 15 (Thurs) THIRD THURSDAY LUNCH. Co- 
sponsored by Interfaith Paths to Peace and the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation at Barasti Bar and 
Grill, Noon. Hear compelling speakers on current 
concerns and issues of justice, compassion, faith, and 
public policy. RSVP to Cathy Ford at 502/458-1223 
or fordhoff@bellsouth.net, or to Cindy Humbert at 
interfaithpaths@gmail.com

***********************************************************

Mar 15 (Thurs) FORsooth LABELING PARTY. 
Presbyterian Seminary, Winn Center. 6:30 PM. Every 
3rd Thursday. We need volunteers! Many hands make 
light work, and the opposite is also true! So please join 
us if you can. Call 451-5658 for more information

Mar 21 (Wed) JEWISH VOICE FOR PEACE. Highlands-
Shelby Park Public Library. Every third Wednesday. 
Help us plan for future and assess our accomplishments. 
Call 502-553-6451 or e-mail barbaraberman2@gmail.
com

Mar 24 (Sat) HAND IN HAND MINISTRIES. Work side by 
side with people in other neighborhoods, communities 
and countries by participating in our immersion trips. 
Visit www.myhandinhand,org

Mar 26 (Mon) JEFFERSON COUNTY ECONOMIC 
JUSTICE TEAM. Meeting at the Main Public Library. 
Every 4th Monday at 6:30PM. Help us organize and 
assess our local campaign for equitable development, 

affordable housing and healthcare, and participatory 
budgeting. Lean and share. Visit https://www.kftc.org

Mar 27 (Tues) FREE NONPROFIT START-UP CLINIC. 
Center for Nonprofit Excellence, 3PM. Every 4th 
Tuesday. Learn the fundamentals, avoid pitfalls, and find 
direction. Visit www.cnpe.org

Mar 27 (Tues) KENTUCKY REFUGEE MINISTRIES 
LUNCH & LEARN. Noon. Learn more about our 
refugee & immigration settlement program and 
citizenship tutoring classes. Visit http://kyrm.org

OUT OF TOWN
Mar 1 (Thurs) INTERFAITH PRAYER VIGIL FOR PEACE. 

Lexington, KY at West Main and Broadway, 5:30PM 
to 6:30PM. Every Thursday for eleven years. For more 
information, visit

www.peaceandjustice.org

Mar 5 (Mon) KENTUCKY MIGRANT NETWORK 
COALITION. Lexington KY at the Cardinal Valley 
Center, 12PM. Every first Monday. Get better acquainted 
with Kentucky’s immigrant and refugee families. For 
more information, call 859-258-3824.

Mar 6 to 27 FAIRNESS MEETINGS. ACLU of Kentucky. 
Help us promote LGBT Rights in Kentucky and join our 
meeting in Versailles, Georgetown, Frankfort, Bowling 
Green, Berea, and Shelbyville. Visit http://www.aclu-ky.
org

Mar 15 (Thurs) ORGANIC AGRICULTURE WORKING 
GROUP. KSU Research Farm, Frankfort, KY. Every 
third Thursday. Participate in efforts to develop local 
food economies with the Community Farm Alliance and 
others. Visit www.communityfarmalliance.org

PEACEMAKING EVENTS AT THE LOUISVILLE FREE 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. Visit www.lfpl.org for more 
information.

Mar 3 (Sat) ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLUB. Every 
Saturday at the Iroquois & Newburg Public Library 
Branches, 3PM. Also South Central on Mondays and 
Main Library on Wednesdays at 7PM.

Mar 3 (Sat) THE LIFE OF EDITH GOODALL WILSON. 
Western Public Library, 2PM. Draw inspiration from the 
experiences of this singer, actor, and activist.

Mar 3 (Sat) PAINT LIKE A GIRL. Iroquois Public Library, 
11:15AM. Explore the lives of famous women artists and 
create your own art pieces.

Mar 5 (Mon) WOMEN’S HERSTORY SERIES. Newburg 
Public Library, 3PM. Every Monday this month. Test 
your knowledge of women’s history, writers, and firsts.

Mar 6 (Tues) HOUR OF POWER BOOK DISCUSSIONS. 
Newburg Public Library, every first Tuesday, 6:30 PM. 
Discuss books on personal efforts

Mar 7 (Wed) MEETING OF THE MINDS. Crescent Hill 
Public Library, 7PM. Discuss current topics with your 
friends and neighbors.

Mar 8 (Thurs) WOMEN IN FOUR TRADITIONS. Main 
Public Library, 6PM. The Salaam Network leads us 
through the theological, historical, sociological and 
cultural challenges that women have survived and 
conquered.

Mar 8 (Thurs) ENID YANDELL IN PARIS. Southwest Library, 
6:30PM. Explore this celebrated woman sculptor’s 
experiences. Presenter from the Filson Historical 
Society.

Mar 8 (Thurs) CITIZENSHIP CLASS. Iroquois Public Library, 
11AM. Every Thursday. Instruction by Kentucky 
Refugee Ministries

Mar10 (Sat) INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY. Iroquois 
Public Library, 1PM. Join our celebration!

Mar 12 & 19 (Mon) BASIC COLLOQUIAL SPANISH South 
Central Library, 4PM. Learn helpful phrases and 
expression used during travel.

Mar 15 (Thurs) WOMEN’S BOOK DISCUSSION. South 
Central Library, 7PM. Books by women authors.

Mar 17 (Sat) FRENCH CIRCLE. Iroquois Public Library, 
12:30pm. Join our conversation in French.

Mar 20 (Tues) WOMEN & POETRY. Western Public Library, 
3PM. Hear the inspiring words of women poets all over 
the world.

Mar 21 (Wed) BOOKS ON GLOBAL SOLIDARITY. Main 
Public Library. Read an ` ŉ 𦲯m different counties and
cultures. (aka The Mayor’s Book Club)

Mar 24 (Sat) MY LIFE IN SYRIA. Iroquois Public Library, 
12:30pm. Hear Mahasen Sumsmia’s stories about her 
recent visit. See her photos.

Mar 26 (Wed) FUNDRAISING FOR WORTHY CAUSES. 
Main Library, 1:30PM. Learn to research and find 
the right grant for your cause. Practice the essential 
elements of grant proposals.

Mar 28 (Wed) RUEDA LATIN DANCE Bon Air Library, 
6PM. Join The VILLE Casineras for a 6 week dance 
workshop.


